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~ It's Our Opinion
The Handwnriting . . .

is on the wall for everyone to see and think about. The
strongest solvent in the world can’t wipe it out com-
pletely nor the thickest paint-cover it from view. The
words on the wall'spell out additional school taxes-and
we might just as well recognize the fact or content
ourselves with something less in the way of education
for our children. . *

. This editorial is not intended as an endorsement
of the proposed tax levy being considered by the Farm-
ington School District and the Citizens’ Advisory
Committee. We are reserving our opinion until all
of the facts have been presented. However, there are
a number of basic points which are erystal clear and
should be fully understood by all citizens of the
Sehool District. ' :

The first is that the Farmington area, partly by
¢hoice and partly by physical circumstances, has be-
come basically a residential community. Thus our
fax structure must be based largely on homes rather
than industrial property.

The second fact is that as our residential areas
develop more and more boys and girls are entering
our schools. Much of this development is the result,
of industrial expansion immediately adjacent to our
own community. Thus we have the increased popu-
lation without benefit of the industrial tax dollars.

The third point is that we have an obligation to
provide educational opportunities for our ehildren
equal to if not better than those available in surround-
ing communities of comparable size.

These are the facts! How the problem is to be
solved depends largely on the people of the School
District. The handwriting on.the wall can be erased
to some extent by development of a progressive and
attractive shopping center. It not only would mean
more tax dollars from a physical standpoint, but
would create a greater interest in-home community
activity. The careful selection of some small indust~
rial -plants would also help to dim the words .on the
wall. It can be and is being done by communities,
large and small, with direct benefits not only to the

- community but to the average taxpayer.

As we stated earlier, the question of how much
millage will be required for school operation, what
kind of an educational program is desired, and what
specific courses should be added or deducted, is sub-
ject to comment only after it has been presented and
considered. However, 6ne basic point still remains
— we must retoncile ourselves to either paying an
ever-increasing tax or begin at once to encourage ele-
ments into the community' that will assist in vedue-
ing the burden on the individual taxpayer.

1t's Unfortunate . . . .

that the people of Farmington Township will not have
the opportunity to express themselves on the question
of a hunting ban. - : :
The ‘proposed legislation setting up no hunting
in the township is apparently lost, for the present at
Jeast. ~ There is apparently considerable feeling on
both sides of the issue, and for this reason, particu-
larly, we feel it should come before the people for a

_ decision. However, before this can be accomplished

_-much alive,

it must first be approved by the State Legislature.
Thanks to the efforts of Representative Howard'
Estes and a number of township residents, a proposed:
no hunting bill for the township did pass the House,
but failed to clear the Senate Conservation Commit-
tee, prior to the deadline. Thus it is a dead issue for

at least another year. o
he only recourse left is either more police pro-
tection in the township, which might help the sitiia-
tion some although not to ahy major extent, or'indi-
vidual court action against specific trespassers on pri-

. vate property. Even the latter action can be effect~

ive only in isolated cases. ;
. As'the township continues to grow in density of
Eopulatlon the problem will become more acute. We
elieve that the only fair solution is to have an ex-
pression of the people and the only way that can be

“done is to press for proposed legislation. . The pres-

ent bill may be dead . .. the issue continues to be very

FOUR YEAR terms for State Officers, as proposed
by the Senate Judiciary Committee, would save a Iot
of election expenditure, but it will mean that we have
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Looking Back Through:
. The Enterprise Files

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO (May 17, 1928)
s Goodbye Jinx /
Farmington's jinx was “laid low"” last- Friday when the high
school baseball team defeated Dearborn 5 to 1, thus vanquishing
opponents that have baffled them continually in the past four years.
ozenboom struck out sixteen of the 21 men who faced him, walked
To date Farmnigton has won thres
and lost none. )
i ‘Wins Scholarship
St. Clair Switzer of Farmington, who is taking his bachelor of
arts degree-at Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, this June, has re-
ceived an hip fi duate study in psychol-

efits, welfare assistance, old age
payments, and to the state gofern-
ment for highway construdtion,
hydro-eléetric dams, ete. [
The trouble is that for ¢very
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state sent to Washington injtax-
es, only $6.52 (on the average)
came back. This wouldn't Be so
bad {f there weren’t so many bil-
lions going to Washington ahd it
the amount each of us-sendsfin to
Uncle Sam weren't such a big part
of our total income. In fiscal §951,
the 48 states and Hawali sen} 365
billfon to Washington and gotjback
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. . Exteasion "
Surveyors of the Oakland County Road Commission came to
Farmington Wednesday to look over the ground for the extemsion
of Ten Mile Road into Farmington.
TEN YEARS AGO (May 18, 1048)
Spenkers Bureau N
A Victory Bureau r F ‘was or-
ganized last Tuesday evening. This committee is composed of Lloyd
Gullen, chairman, Archie Leonard, Guy Durganm, Carl Schultz and
Evard Ayres. Mr. Gullen asks that volunteer speakers, both men and
women, register at once, signifyIng.their willingness to serve with this
bureau, and giving the subjects they could best qualify to talk on.
. . - Honored
Miss Margaret Helen Sanker, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Leo
Sanker, will take an active part {n commencement week activitiesat
Marygrove College, Detroit, where she is a sophomore. On May 7,
a-dinner will be given in honor of the seniors by the sophomore class.
Miss Sanker is a member of the fnvitation committee for the dinner.
tizen Passes
The death of M. Byron Pierce, which occurred at his home on
Grand River on May 7, removes one of the oldest of Farmington's
citizens, perhaps the oldest-in terms of continuous residence. Nr.
Plerce would have been 83 years old on Jume 6. .
Successful Blackout
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President Eisenhower clearly
recognizes this danger and he is
determined to do something gbout
it. The President wants to|turn
the trend {rom centralized gavern-
ment. He has just asked Corgress

Farmington Township and City residents seemed well prepared
for the blackout last Friday evening, for everyone carried out diree-

signal was repeated before the all-clear “white” signal.was given.

FIVE YEARS AGO (May 13, 1048)

N President . .

Mrs, Frederick M. Hewlitt of Oakland Road was elected presi-
dent of the Town Club for the 1948-49 year dt the annaual meet;
ing and election of officers held last' Thursday evening at’the
home of Mrs. George Otis on Shiawassed! .

X On To Washington

Selling everything. from pop to magazines, forty-two members
ot the Clarenceville Senlor Class have earned their way to a one-week
excursion to Washington, D.C. All but $5 of the entire amount needed

everything, by counting every penny, the class raised the money
necessary for the long-awalited view of the nation's capital.
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