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LIVO\IA AND SOUTHFIELD.
pre\lously townships.« in
corporaled themselves. as new.
enurmnus cities - Livonia is 3§
square miles, for example. and
was accomplished by simply in
corporating the entire township.

Westland tried for years to cope]
with 1ts expanding population un:
der theé guise of Nankin Townshlp
but finally chose cityhood in 1966.

Redford Township maintained a
township form of government, but|
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t to the polls ' complétion thes lacal gmernment
new charter  revolution that'started back'in the | -
into, the|new  late 1940's as the suburbs Just got
ills. going.

new- They represent real progress in}

iperiod ihen it’s hard to find it.

Tlme To End ‘Sour Grapes’ Allegatlons

. of a |special sort —a Charterq  vely be run under a township|sys-
Township - giving it essentially tem.
alj the powers of an incorporated The drive also ‘rgpresents| one
tlty ! more step in the 10-year-old effort
Garden City's existence as a to bring together Faymi ity
city predated the suburban wave and Township. One direct step to
of. demlopment that hit other this —a idation 1Deals deals and more deals
communities in this area. election requiring Yes™ Yoles That appears to be the fact of
In all these cases, township loj ~ [Tom city, township|and the) two  Hodern living, especially in poli-
cal gdvernment forms gradually ~ Villages within thej townshlp - ties andiespecially in those com-
came |to be regarded as in; ‘failed in November, 1969, fwhen - munities showing mushrooming!
appropriate for rapidly growing he city turned down the idea growlh
high-density suburban commuy At that time, those pushing for . : Perhaps it all comes to mmd
nities and were changed. i a unified Farmingtan decided to because of the attention being fo-‘
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“Think Big" is the sign yo

used to see in many business o
fices a few years back. 4

politan Authorily
agency which opera
roparks.”’
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an
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Back‘ in the days just after| What was left out by the local
World War 1I, when the suburbs| government revolution ere  ing the township into a city, with '
were beginning to happen but no|  Farmington, Plymouth and North- . the 'notion: that in the future it !
one was noticing it, there werel -ville - old, small cities, n wly  would be éasier to join two cities
thrée lunds of local government in| surrounded by toynships |ex-  together than'a city | and a town-
this area, periencing much - more . rapid  ship.

Fus!l was the City of Detrgil, al{ growth than the core greas. © This week s election represents
ready begmmng to burst g:he Quarrels. developed between  ajwhalefof a*lot of work iby a
seams lwl!h families who now had} city and township. Cities tried to ’skilled - and thoughtful charter
a’ car and wanted to live some| annex township tax base to fatten e i as well as a well-run
where jelse than in the concrete their own coffers; t ips tried saign; by-litegally eds of
jungle.| Second were a series of|” to’ limit city :expansion, hopmg-’—publlc spmkeﬂ cifizetis’ who are
old, small, essentially farming that in days to come they would . not afraid to get ot and work o
tawns ; — Plymouth and Farm. _overcome the landlotked city by make lhen' community & better i
ington are good examples - scat{ ~ " growth. : place to live. They desérve:a lot !
tered 10 to 20 miles from the Det- Two groups of political leaders  of|praise.
roit city limits, . Third were al grew up, one.in city and one in \{THE AREA'S other mteresung;
series of townships, often the clas-| township, each secure with its  vote took place in Northville, and |
sital 36-square miles in size, with  own power base and fearful that  concerned an attempt by the city
thinly settled farms and a fe change would jeopardize their of-  to annex the township, on grounds
clumps of population at larger; fice. City and township began to  that together thefwo cortimunities
cross roads. - dinplicate ‘each others services -~  could provide a higher level of
_ Now, nearly 30 years later, the ~ fire, police, lassessment, record  services at a lower tax rat§ than
suburbs have tripléd, quadrupled,| keeping ~ and‘ taxpayers began to  they could separately.
even quintupled their population| howl about wasted funds. - ‘The vote will be watched very
In the|wake of this astronomical These feuds are rothing more mreiu.lly in Plymouth, where city
growth, old forms of local govern{ than symptoms that the next and township have snapped and
ment have buckled and changed,| stage of local igovernment eyolu- snarled at each olﬁer.for years,
not in |response to a vast overall tion in the suburby must ake where m!_er heads are begin-
plan bt in reaction to new kinds' place in the old city-new township toigtervene.

# of problems caused by new kinds  areas of . Farmington, Plymouth The Wo vm_es takeri ths eek -
of communities. and Northyille. B orpdration " &, a city with.a!'
_THIS IS WHY it isiso significant  charter - and} Bfihexation’ - repre-;
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cused on the Watergate case and
the! manner in which many of the
nation’s top political figures have
become involved.

Politics has always been a dirty
game. 1t is one in which one can-
didate can make all sorts of state-
ments about the opposition and

~

Gets Slappedl Down

slead the Wayne board sug-
gaed }
| Several years ago, megsloxé

“Thmk Small” seems ‘toi bp ‘Commissioners gave !hree County was in.a mood to qui
today‘s motto “in governmental - reasons: HCMA wgs developing© HCMA.. Folks there figured
circles, where the accent is on (a) tob much in the hinterlands of they've got theirs, so -don't let
gettmg as much as possible for . Oakland, Macomb and Washtenaw  those city folks drive out here and
yourself and (b} getting st many Wayne res{dents  use our woods and lakes. tj
else to pay for it. lack cars and can't drive dut.to | In March, rural residents of

Last week the Wayne County. Kensington Park or Metropolitan Washtenaw County turned out tog
Board of Commissioners almost- Beach; the HCMA |board is mal- l'mnngman Ann Arbor school lo
unanimously voted to hold up $2.4°  apportioned under the *‘one man, oppose HCMA’s plan for a Mlll
million in property taxes to:the  one vote” principle. Creek Metropark, which would be
five-county Huron-Clinton Metrg- Pevelop Detroit’s{Belle Isle in- -a little larger (4,900 acres) thao
( ] JCommerce Township residents,

Editorial & OpinNion | g e e o, e

d nhaty - down a plan for an Oakland oun-

X ; - ty parkjon what was formefly a

private park site. That meeting

OBSERVER N W PAPERS, INC. had unmistakable racial  ver-
i tones.

g : Philip H.|Power, Publicher ~ — | The message to HCMA seens to
(- ! The Livonia Observer - The"Redford Observer bc Think small; develop parks
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The Plymouth Mail & Obsener - The|Southfield News & Otiserver i

The Farmingta

u

I3 Enlarprlse & Observer

s

@ NeRl ey

oclation - Founded 1885 | |

Published by Obse_rver
36251 Schoolera}, Liv

Member
SUBURBAI

OF AMERI

Newspapers, Inc.
nia, Mich. 48150

NEWSPAPE

Serving

" Livonia, Plymouth, Plymouth Townshi|
Farmmgton Township, Redf

Sonlhlleld Lathrup Villa,

, Canton Township, F

rd Township, Garden City,

e, Bingham Farms

‘estland,

Youcansee HCMA's dilemma.
Dlreclor David - Laidlaw,| who
'runs some of the finest parks in
the country, points out that rough-
1y haif the HCMA park users are
\Wayne; County residents. ‘That’s
‘proportional to the amoupnt of
_ taxes }Vayne pays (56 per|cent)

and number of residents (58

HCMA e an honest but
weakly! managed attempt o get
‘enough money to take overj Belle
llsle Volels however, turfed it
‘down. County officials mus} take
some of ‘the blame for the flefeat
because ‘the cleverly-wordesl bal-
give
ey to

lot. proposal was- going t
only half of the new mol
HCMA wmle county - all
boards were to get the other

half. |

L

If HCMA doesn’t buy big chunks
of :property like Mill Creek and
the North'Oakland site now, who
will? You can drive out 1-96 today
and see condominiums and facto-
ries along lakeshores and stream
banks. Will we wait 30 years until
everything is built up and then
pay inflated prices for vest pocket
parks, -or should we reserve acre-
age today?

Considering our region’s popu-

. lation and park needs, we have

half or less of the parkland we
need. It seems elementary that
we should be buying big chunks of
cnuntryslde now and developing
thém in a later decade, rather
than plunking searce regional dol-
lars into city-type parks.

Wayne County’s attempt:to hold
back HCMA funds probably is ille-
gal; those funds were voted by
the people, and the commission-

ers seem'to be making a bid for

public attention. Their point about
too little power on the i HCMA
board is stronger, and they may
well win that in court.

But we should hold up’ before
we force the issue politically on
the Belle Isle “question. HCMA can
make a strong case that Wayne
County residents make heavy use
of the seven metroparks outside
Wayne Colnty.

Can the Wayne County commis-
sioners make a case that similar
percentages -of Washtenaw, Liv-
ingston, = Oakland and Macomb
residents use. Belle lsle” Very
doubtful;

The HCMA board isn't perfect,
but at least it isn't playing small
town politics.

neyer get around to proving
one...unless the press forces it.
Its something" that is accepted
and something that is quickly for-
goljten once the election is over.
Politicians label such actions as
jlist part of the game™. . some-

and is accepted. In most cases,
all candidates are more or less
gmll.y of name calling and are
'epared to get the same kind of
treatment from the opposition.

All of which leads into  the |
<meat of an incident that suddenly
lnt the fan in Canton Township
aud caused what we believe is
needless embarrassment o a
dedlcated supervisor who ~has
served the township well and with
yeat integrity over-a long period
of time.

We refer to the published alle-
gations that; Canton Township Su-
pervisor Phil Dingledey may have
been puilty of & conflict of inter-
lest in the sale of a portion of his
farm to an individual who later !
represented interests seeking the |

cable television contract for the

township.

Township trustees did award | ‘
the contract to the company rep’ !
resented by the individual for a
30-year period.

We have a strong feeling that
there was quile a bit of irrespon-
sible reporting involved and . that .
the story as’ printed (not in this }
newspaper) was that given to re:

porters by-an another man repre;
senting’ a rival cable tele\lslon
outfit that never got around to
making a bid for the township
contract.  : X i

It could well be a case of “sour .
grapes” over a failure to land a
cable franchise and then unload-
ing ififormation quickly swallowed
by an ambitious but gullible re-
porter. i

Why do we say this?

This newspaper knew of lhe‘
land sale incident two or three .
weeks before the story broke in
metropolitan newspapers. But af-
ter a thorough check of the. situ-
ation and after going through the
information offered by the other
cable television outfit, we decided
wot to break the story until we
had all of the facts.

The Observer was told of Town- !
shlp Superusor Dmgledey sellmg

i for the:better part of 12

| roit ‘newspapt

, ery action of public officials- by, |

a portion of his farmf(or §7,000 an
acre (an accepted pr “ve in Canton -

i Township). It was t¢id of the 30-
! year. contract awarded a cable
. television company. the lone bid-

‘der. The representative of the
successful bidder was the same

thing that goes with campalgns - person who had bought the land.

We were told a second bid for
ithe _cable franctiise had been
:presented but- not brought up in
ithe township board meeting. A

| ‘check showed the ceffpany had?

not made a presentation because
it didn't know the matter was
,coming up. : i
|

The Observer talked separately
with Dingledey. about the possi-
bility of a conflict ef intefest. He -
informed us that he_ had talked
the ‘matter over very carefully .
with Township Attorney William -
‘Sempliner after ‘making the sale
and was advised it was nat a con-

flict of interest. -: !

In the discussion, with ‘Sempl\-
ner, Dingledey even offered to re-
sign’ his supervisor's position to
avoid conflict of interest if neces- |
sary, and again was, toldit would | .
not be 3 Iy

\Ve have dealt'.with Dingledey :
years,
dating back to the time when he
was township clerk under then-Su-
pervisor Pete Stein and have nev-
er. found him to’ be :mythmg but i
an honest, hard’ working ‘official
with a desire toglo his best for his -
community. ‘NG.jone has ever
questioned hlS' integrity (in" all -
those years. *: -
Now because{or the tremendous
growth in the community his rep-
! utation has bgén questioned, in
our view withoyt sulficient fact.
It’s about.i;fime the Sscandal
; mongers in thbarea or in the Det- -
b:s who delight in
Jic officials, settle |
1 thinking ‘of how
theycan help )mld a better com-
munity with ensible suggestions
instead of madiicious and unsubs- :

|

somé narrow ' minded, so- called"
do—goodels !

cutting up pu
down’ and st

tantiated rimdrs.
- Canton Township is headed for
big things that can-only ‘be.ac-

comphshed by full cooperation of ;
all and not nasty -criticism of ev-



