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By GEORGE ABRAHAM

We* ve had many letters
askmg us what causes leaves
of house plants to turn brown
around the edges and drop.
Let's answeér this by men-
tioning a word called humi-
dity — the Amount ,of mois-
ture in the air.

Most house plants do their
best when the humidity is
about 50 per cent. The proper
humidity in the home is from
35 to 40 per cent, although
the air indoors oﬂen goes as
low as 12.; which .is about
eight to 11 per cent lower
than the average humidity in
the Sahara Desert.
Humidity in a greenhouse
is araund 60 per cent - which

is why p]ams do so well in
the greenhouse. This explains
why . pldnts start to turn
brown-around the edges soon
after--being moved from a
moist greenhouse to a home.
You can increase the humi-
dity by placing plants on a
tray of. gravel kept con-
stantly mo(st Plants grouped

together’ fare better . than e
those left stnndmg alone ina ‘plant and grow al 60 t

dry room.

A !-ulchen or bathroom usu- |
ally has more humid air than

other rooms in the house.
Did. 'you "know that every
time you . mop the kitchen
floor- (dne that's 8 by 104feet)
you release about 2% pounds
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Good M ulchzng Job
Ends Weed Worrzes

If you do a good )ab o!
mulching, you can enjoy
your vacation without wor;
rying about weeds takmg
- over your vegetable garden‘
advises a Michigan Stale
University horticulturist:

“Mulch prnvxdes olher bet
says J. Lee
conserves ; soil
prevents smL.‘

\ners, suggesls Taylor.
| Black " plastic is used
mamly with plants grown in
hills or spaced apart such as
melons, squash, pumpkins,
tomatoes and

1t should ot be used with
cool season crops such as
_broceoli, -, cauliflower, cab-
bage, or peas’ unless it is
covered with sawdugt or oth-
er material to reflect light,
points out Taylor.

, If your ‘garden soil needs
impruving. ofganic materials
might be better than plastic
for mu!chmg But try to
d organic matenals that

A _ mulching, too.
' moisture,
puddling, keeps fruit clean,

mulches  gradually release
plant nikrients as they del
com,

Consldar black plsstle for
mulching vegetables ami llo-

nitrogen _fertilizer.

contain a Io: of weed seeds,
warns the horticulturist.

Apply hay and stray mul-
ches three to four Inches
: deep for best results, recom-
mends Taylor. Two inches of
ground corncobs, sawdust or
shavings ~provide adequate .

Mulching materials such as
straw, chopped corncobs and
sawdust are often low in ni-
trogen and may cause nitro-
gen deficiencies in the soil.

To remedy this, add some

If straight: nitrogen fertili- :
. zers aren't available, apply
a pound of complete fertilizer.

son.

" THIS OUTDOOR DECK con be ‘used minutes
ofter a rain and thus extends your outdoor sea-

!
Two' falented do = it - yourselfers could |
build it on a weekend. J
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of water, {or 2}z pints) vapor
into the air.

House; plants constantly
give  off moisture, good. for
themselves and for your nose
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GREEN: THUMB CLINIC: Warren
“\We| -have a shady .spot |
where' rjot: many flowers can
grow. is (here a good plant
we CBH e?"”

ANSwi Try lmpallens.
' They can tolerate a poor-soil
and shade. In fact, too rich a
soil willcause plants to gmw
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Something really different;

Carefrees are the most ﬂunf&nm geraniums °
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