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By REV. upposedly, the “sky is the terests to buy electmns and statements: *“Inasmuch as
James G, Schaefer limit"* for, getting ahead that cal office or legislative body.  favors. you have done it to the least
Pilgrim United can be reached through hard  God is trustworthy; sinful: ~ With naive trust, we have af these . .". There is neither
Church of Christ work and perseverance. But human beings are not. And allowed one branch of gov- Jew nor Greek slave nor

. | inflation |takes| away in- instead of oldstyle patri- érnment to supersede the free, male or female ...
Let me begin with a fool- . creased earning$, dollar defi- otism, we ought to first con- others. Trust only in God . . . I have
note of history: When the | ' cits overseas have removed sider ourselves as children of .- These guards against de- come to save the weak. L
Watergate pl offices u value, and our tax system re- God and members of a glob- ception and aulocracy must Some adolescent myths
and - apartments - was first | 4 . wards the rich creating a ‘al village. Many would ¢b- be maintained with vigilance. have: replaced Christian in-
built in Washington, it was fi- o . | i oo i ! growing ‘gap petween the ject, but my understanding is By thinking that our system sight.and truth. We need to
nanced by the Vatican as an : H 1 I * “haves and the Have-nots.” that my loyalty s first to is infallible and undeserved grow'up into adulthood.
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investment. The sitbation be- The gospel of Jcsus'Chnsl young and innocent and wi We claim toi be a great The false myjhs say “my God; second to humanity and trust in party loyally, we
came politically |sensitive does|not say to buddle nexl wanted lo remain uncor: democracy electing by popu- country right | or wrong” then maybe to country. have allowed the system to P ople, left to their own
and so the property was sold to the altar safe in the hands , rupted from the old govern: lar vote our leaders and leg- which is idolatrpus. We have 1 have citizenship responsi-. fallinto distépair ~ and now devices, create disharmony
to other interests. | of Gbd while the world out- | ments and orders of Europe. | islators. trusted the eleqtoral process bilities but to make them re- we suffer. and chaos. Our need is great.
Can we say '.han e church side [remains corrupted and  Then change. By 1340 we  Two presidents]in succes- and human ngture as in- ligious in meaning and ulti- - Our faith says lhat every We'need God and his ways.
is involved in Watergate? Of sinful. We are part of the decided |that the world sion have deceived the elec- fallible, and we|have thought mate in devotion is to make person has a right to lile What are ve learning from
course, if for no ather reason world and seeking to bringa to be N aved.” We were torate: of modified capuahsm as one’s country a god. .+ not just physical existence whag has happened? What
than that it involves persons. gosphl of good news to a pulled into “One World" by ~ First 'President Johnson God-given ~ecofomic order. Our faith tells us that per: but a full and open life. kinds. of - solutions are we
Some might say ‘that to re- fired|and prideful world. the secorld world war. Our promised no war in Vieinam, The result is a [civic religion sons must live in community | By appealing 10 our greed seeking? Are we ready to use
late the creeping standal of | fwonder if the United self-pride(as a nation turned but reversed himself and se- | with the god a focial organi- where selfish impulses and and hopefor financial ‘gain, our Christian insight to in-
the present administration to States is an adolescent. Some into a form of imperialism cured  our 1 invnlvemenl zation and an gconomic sys- self-serving decisions can be we have' allowed an inequi- form ‘our social order and
the church is getting in- rather naive beliefs about wh[Ch cpuaded as through dubious, legahsms tem. But the myths are false. countered. table system of subsidies and procésses? Are we reassured
volved in politics |and the oursélves and our place in anti-Communism. i Now, President Nixon, prom-  Biblical wisd¢m says that We cope with sin. Our na! tax-laws to make us very un- that ends do not justify
church should nol be in- the fworld are being shat-' Finally, our national arro ising “law and ‘order,” is nation is,not Gofl, democracy tional founding-fathers: knew ~equal. mgans?
volved. i tered. There are three false gance resulted in the war in finding his circle of adminis- is not God’s plan, and capi- this well when they trans: . Face it: cap)lahsm is  Are we mature enough\ to
Not so! We can make the mytlis about our country now Vietnam. We tried to impose trators indicted for eriminal  talism is ot Ged's order for Jated curbs on human will: based on greed -- called the shun-adolescent promises::of
mistake of thinking that expo,ed—- and not solved. our ideas|on a tiny, oriental activity, What has happened * humankind. fulness into a government of profit incentive. If we are to politicians and to look for
somehow we are intainted First,’ there was, and is, mation around the globe. to iour democracy? We have  Nor should we be looking checks 4 and - balances with create good out of evil, then persons of integrity and so-
and safe in a churchy refuge. the SEHSE of pride in our na- Have we learned that we are: taken pride in being the old- for a particular|scheme from three divisions and carefully imfettered and . inequitable cial' consciousness rather
Too often the church has tion.| We were isolationists not god tb the world of na-: est continuous regublic in the . God. All econorpic and social prescribed . freedoms  of capitalism must be modified = than garty labels?
been a place of running away for most of our history pur- tions? L | world. ! X systems s creations of hu- press, assembly. speech and éven more. Opportunity for a  God' calls us to a lifestyle
and hiding. Church buildings suing our own '“destiny”  The present criminal pro-  Qur third false myth has mankind - Stand under the religion. good life must be guaranteed that deals with our sinful
were once considered “sanc- which was called manifest. =ceédings In Washington take been the idea that “any mah judgment of Go With, weak election: laws, to all citizens. i propggities and encourages
tuary.” -We | considered ourselves away another childish belief. “can become president.” Our ranh telld us that trust we have allowed special in- | I think of sevéral biblical our Hftiest notions.
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