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Boy Starts Fire
At Lumber Co.

14 year old Farmington boy has
confessed to setting the fire which
destroyed the H & L Lumber Com-
pany, Ten Mile Road just east of
Orchard Lakg Road. on November
6. City Poltce. Chief Joseph De-
Vriendt reported Monday.

The boy also admitted o city
police that he broke into the Tulip
Hobby Shop on October 9 and the
Junior High School early in No-
vember. DeVriendl stated that the
boy was first picked up on suspi-
cion of taking a clock from the
Junior High Scheol, as well as
keys lo the building. Upon ex-
amination of his room, items taken
from the hobby shop as well as
the clock and keys were found.

With the permission of his par-
ents, the boy was given a lie de-
tector test by the State Police
He admitted taking an intercom
system from the lumber company
and then setting fire to the build-
ing by piling papers on some tar
paper in a shed adjacent to the
office. The fire caused an estim-
ated $15,000 damage.

Police Clear Up
Thefts From Autos

Steve Johnson, 20, who, with
his 16 year old wife, has admitted
a series of thefts of parked cars

Farmington Township, pleaded
guilty to a felony charge ‘Tuesday
morning before Justice Allen C.
Ingle and was bound over to Cir-
cuit Court.

Johnson's wife has been turned
over to Oakland County Juvenile
authorities for disposition. The
couple admitted the thefts during
interrogation by Township Police
Chief irving Yakes and State Po-
lice officers. Johnson was picked
up by Patrolman Russell Conway
at a motor court after he had been
observed rifling cars in a parking
lot adjacent to Botsford Inn. Con-
way spotted Johnson going

Water Committee
Plans Public
Meeting Tuesday

Seek Added Volunteers
To Circulate Petitions

Renewed efforls will be made
at a public meeting set for Tues-
day evening, December 6. to se-
cure additional volunteers to as-
sist with the development of the
proposed Township Water System.

The meeting, which will be held
at 8:00 p.m. in the Farmington
Junior High School gymnasium on
Thomas Street. is being sponsored
by the Township Water Develop-
ment Association. Dr. Joseph
Gadbaw, chairman of the associ-
ation, stated that the meeting was
being held at the suggestion of
numerous Township citizens who
were unable to attend the last
meeting.

ALL TOWNSHIP citizens inter-
ested in the realization of the
proposed water system are urged
to attend and participate in this
public meeting. Officials of the
Association stated that a greal
many more volunteers are needed
to assist with the circulation of
necessary questionnaires and spe-
cial assessment district petitions.
Dr. Gadbaw pointed out that this
is the final step in the develop-
ment of the program, and that
the speed with which it is com-
pleted will depend largely on the
number of persons participating.

Questionnaires and petitions are
now being circulated in six of the
37 subdivisions included in the
proposed water district.  Eiforts
will be made next Tuesday even-
ing to secure additional volun-
teers throughout the area. The
signatures of 65% of the property
owners in each of the affected
subdivisions are required before
a specizl assessment district can
.be established. It is proposed
that the water system beI;ingnced through the autos and followed
on a combined special assessment |Bim 10 the motel where he and
and revenue bond basis. his wife were staying.

Upon examination of the motel
City Establishes room, a large quantity of stolen
New Department

goods was found. The ilems were
quickly traced to materiai taken

James Tennant, City Manager,
announced this week that he hnsi

from the parked cars.” The Town-
ship police have received numer-
ous complaints from persons dur-

appointed Harvey Blough as sup-;

erintendent of the newly created}

Department of Public Utilities.

ing the past several months re-
garding the theft of parked auto-

The City Manager stated that
the Department has been set up

mobiles in the Township.
in accordance with the recently

TOWNSHIP BOARD
MEETS IN EXECUTIVE
adopted water and sewer bond ord- SESSION TUESDAY
inance. The ordinance provides! —_
that.a new administration be set’

An - executive session of the
up for the waler and sewer sys- Township Board was held Tues-
tem, . separate from the Depart-

day afternoon at the Town Hall
ment of Public Works. It will be}The Enterprise learned Wednes-
the responsibility of the new De

day.
partment to operate and maintain| Among the items discussed were
the water and sewer facilities. the possible consideration of a
Blough, who was formerly em-| Charter Township form of govern-
ployed by the City, took over his, ment, further organization of the
new duties on Monday. Tennant Township “{ater and Sewer auth
stated that as a result of the re-iority, and receipt-of a letter of
organization, plans will be speed- | resignation. from R'ussell Conway,
ed up on the construction of addi- new. Township Police officer.
tional offices on the second floor| 1In addition to the Board mern-
of the Fire Hall Building. The bers, Donald Pierce of the_Sl_a;e
“ new offices will provide space for; Water Resources Commission,
both the Water and Sewer Depart-| Judge Arthur E. Moore, and A. G.
ment and the Public Works Dn.‘ILennard. Township. Attorney, were
partment. | present at the meeting.
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AROUND THE BLOCK

HERE’S A REMINDER . . .
we hope you won't forget.
in Farmington, in Michigan,

This Thursday, December 1, is §-D Day

and throughout the Nation. S-D Day
stands for Safe Driving Day, a 24-hour period dedicated to the saving
of your life and the lives of others. While S-D Day is of vita
importance to all of us, the effect it creates in the days and wepks
ahead is even more essential. December is probably the happiest
month of the year for most of us, and in one split second it can be
turned into the most tragic. So remember S-D Day, not only thit
‘Thursday, but every timg you slide behind that steering wheel. It
the best insurance we know of for continued happiness during this
joyous time of the yeat.

PR

AN INTERESTING . . .

and greatly appreciated sidelight to the Wrigley Super Market
fire Monday night was brought about by the presence at the
scene of the Civil Air Patrol. Three members of the group, Lt.
Howard Middlewood of Livonia, Lt. John' McClellan of Farm-
ington, and Lt. Donald Burns of Farmington, were right on the
spot with piping hot coffee for the firemen and policemen who
were on duty at the fire. In view of the chilling wind and the
near-zero temperature, we know that the threesome were a mighty
welcome sight to the tired fire fighters and police officers.
1t is mighty comforting to know that in case of emergency these
fellows are around to lend.a I:an:i. .

OQUR FRIEND SANTA ...

made his first visit to the Farmington area last Saturday when he
dropped in- for a brief chat with all the boys and girls at the Our
Lady of Sorrows Christmas Fair. According to all reports, he is
planning several other visits to the community before his annual
Christmas Eve trek. One such visit, which has already been an-
nouncgd, is scheduled for December 17 under the sponsorship of the
Farmington Junior Chamber of Commerce. The Jaycees have 2 stand-
ing -invitation with Santa to come to Farmington each year and he
has assured them that he will be here. Since Santa is such a busy
fellow right now, he doesn't always get a chance to let us know when
he is going to be in Farmington, so if you have any information about
his visits to the community, keep us informed, will you? We ‘will
appreciate itl .

- smployees will be added to the

URGE DEVELOPMENT OF MASTER PLAN IN TOWNSHIP

Fire of an undetermined origin
completely destroyed the Wrigley
Super Market at Grand River and
Eight Mile Road Monday night,
causing an eslimated $300,000 dam-
age.

The fire was first overed
at 8:30 p.m. and the Livonia Fire
Department was called to the
blaze. Initially the fire was cent-
cred in the rear of the store along
Inkster Road. The heavy smoke,
coupled with strong winds and
near-zero weather, hampered the
firemen in their efforts to bring
the blaze under control. Fire
equipment from Farmington and
Redford Townships was called to
assist in fighting the fire.

IN SPITE of the efforts by the
various fire departments, the fire
swept across the roof of the ene-
story brick building, causing it to
collapse. Once the fire broke into
the main portion of the building,
it became a raging inferno. The
huge plate glass windows across
the front of the building exploded
under the heat, and flames shot
high into the air, attracting thous-
ands of on-lookers. ~Police from
Farmington, Livonia and Redford
sealed off the area around the
building and re-routed traffic.

Samar’s Department - Store, lo-
cated on the Grand River side of
the super market building, did
not burn, although considerable
smoke damage resulted. North
winds blew the flames away from
the department store and aided
firemen in saving that portion of
the building.

According to  William Bush,
manager of the Wrigley Store, the!
bulk of the employees had left the!
store at about 7:00 p.m. t

FIRE UNITS

called out carly Monday night to

Fire Completely Destro.)%s'Wrigley Super Market
Monday Causing Estimated $500,000 Damage

from Farmington, Livonia and Redford were

fight this $500,000 blaze which

completely destroyed the Wrigley Super Market at Eight Mile,

Grand River and Inkster Road.

The top photo shows a long-

range view of the building during the height of the fire, while

the bottom picture illustrates the

destruction caused by the blaze.

Travel Lecture

o o
To Cover-Ethiopia!
“The Ethiopian Story” will be!
the title of the next World Travel:
and Adventure program to be
held Saturday evening, December
3, at the junior high school gym-|
nasium.

The exciting travelogue will be
presented by Fred Christian, na-
tionally famous photographer and
lecturer. “The Ethiopian Story”:
is the only complete travelogue!
over made on this fantastic coun-|
try which is tucked away in a
sorner of Africa. The world has
weard little of this brave King-
dom since 1935 when Iltaly desc-
anded upon it without declaring
war, and took it without provoca-
tion. It was freed by the British
in 1941,-and Emperor Haile Selas-
sie was retirned to his throne.

Since then Ethiopia has made
great progress with the help of
American capital and Internation-
3l Bank loans. In this beautiful
photo story, Frederic Christian has
~aptured this progress, as well as
*he primitive customs that are its
qeritage.  For Christian is a per-
sonal friend of the Emperor, and
he could travel over he entire
sountry without being molested —
uch. He found it to be a land
of wierd customs, unusual peo-
sle, wild beasts, exciting scenery,
jet it has medern cilies and an
indying purpose to progress and
sarn the admiration of the world.

Tickets for the program, which
is sponsored by the Farmington
Kiwanis Club, can be secured at
the door of the junior high school
symnasium on Thomas Street
srior to the lecture. The pro-
sram begins at 8:15 p.m.

'High School Students To Fill City

Government Positions Next Monday

“Officials” Elected To Key Municipal Posts
For First Annual Student Govérnment Day

Students of the Farmington

High School will take over the

reigns of City Government next Monday during the first annual Stu-

dent Government Day.
Final details of the program

were completed last week with

the election of “city officials” by the student body. The special

day will hegin at 9 am. with an
Hall.

orientation program at the City

At 10 a.m. the students filling administrative positions will

accompany their respective city officials in the conduct of regular

business while the students elect-
ed to legislative positions will in-
spect city facilities.

Following a luncheon as guests
of the City, the student admin-

istrative officers will continue
working with city officials on reg-
ular routine matters. The legis-

lative student officers will conduct
a mock Council meeting in the
regular chambers at the Municipal
Building. An evaluation of the
day's activities will be conducted
at 4 pm. with student and city
officials participating. A special
invitation is also being extended.
1o the students to attend the reg-.
ular meeting of the City Council®
Monday evening at 8:00 p.m.
STUDENTS clected to the City
Council include: Gerald Flick, Di-
anne Franjac, Russell Desmelik.
William Fulton and David Cargill.
Administrative officials are: Wil-
liam Landacre, City Manager; John
Hohwart, Assistant City Manager;
George Mullin, City Engineer; Al-
jee Annette, City Clerk; Alice
Langford, City Treasurer; Lois
Ayres, Superintendent of Public
Works; Ronald Roberts, Chief of
(Continued on Page GA)

Board Approves

Road Repairs

The Township Board, at ils reg-
ular meeting last week, approved

the lafest report of the Road Com-

mittee regarding the repair of

specific streets in the Township
and directed that it be filed with
the County Road Commission for

action.
The action followed a request

by Floyd Cairns, secretary of the
Committee, that some disposition
ibe made of the report. The series

f recommendations were filed

o
with the Board over a month ago.

At that time the Board accepted
the report and placed it on file for
further study.

Cairns stated that the recom-
mended repairs consist largely of
grading, _ filling and drainage on
specific roads in the Township.
They. include Tuck Road between
Nine Mile and Shiawassee, Gilt
Road south of Nine Mile to Bridge-
man, Edgemoor south of Stans-
bury, south of Twelve

Christmas Is Near
Plan Increase In

Between 25 and 30 part time

‘egular -Post Office staff within
‘he next few weeks to assist with
‘he handling of the anticipated
secord flow of holiday mail.
Henry Trombley, Farmington
2ostmaster, stated that this will
{ouble the present Post Office
‘orce. The temporary employees
will assist both in the office and
n the various rotes. Trombley
1dded that no further applications
ire being taken since ici

o
Trombley stated that the plan is

Post Offiée Staff

designed to eliminate long line-
ups at the Post Office during rush
hours. .

Efforts are also being made
to secure additional space out-
side of the Post Office Building
for the sorting and handling of
parcel post packages. The Post-
master stated that permission has
been requested for the additional
facilities in view of the shortage
of Toom in the Post Office.

it inded that

oersonnel has now been secured.
Although the staff is being doubl-
:d for the holiday rush, it is
anticipated that the volume of
mail and packages will run five
times the normal load during De-
cember. E
Plans are now being made for
the setting up of sorting tables
in the lobby of the Post office to
facilitate the handling of Christ-
mas mail. The tables will contain

boxes for the depositing of local,

are
packages, letters and cards going
to points outside of Michigan
should be mailed not later than
December 5 to insure satisfactory
delivery before Christmas. All
gift packages should be carefully
wrapped and addressed with' the
name, street number, city and
zone, if one exists. As an extra
precaution against possible. loss,
persons should place both the re-
turn_address and the recipient’s

county and state letters and cards:

address inside the carton or pack-
age. - :

Mile, Eastfield north of Thirteen
Mile, Edmonton near Cass, Drake
Road at Fourteen Mile, Thirteen
Mile between Farmington Road
and Haggerty, Hull Road west of
Orchard Lake Road, Power south

of the Cut.Off and Briarhill north | ;.

of Ten Mile.

The cost of the designated re-
pairs has been estimated at ap-
proximately $7,000. Officials em-
phasized, however, that this is
a very rough estimate. Money for
the repairs will come from the
balance of the $50,000 set up by
the Township in the 195556 bud-
get. It is estimated that there is
about $24,000 remaining in the
budget item. ’

—————
—
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City Authorized
To Sell Water
And Sewer Bonds

Entire $175,000 Issue
Approved By State

City officials were advised late
last weck by the Municipal Fin-
ance Commission that permission
has been granted for the sale of
$175,000 in revenue bonds to fin-
ance the expansion of the City’s
water and sewer systems.

The approval of the bond sale
was pgranted during 2 regular
meeting of the Commission last
Tuesday in Lansing. Tentative
approval was given several months
ago in connection with the expan-
sion of the water system. How-
ever, formal authorization on the
entire issue was held up pending
clarification of the sewer proposal.
The bonds will be used to cover
the cost of the drilling of two new
wells south of the Cut-Off and
east of Gill Road, as well as the
laying of connecting mains, the
purchase and - imstallation  of
pumps and the providing of the
necessary controls.

THE SEWER phase of the pro-
ject includes a number of small
connecting mains as well as the
replacement of some existing
lines. Officials emphasized that
this project has no direct connec-
tion with the proposed interceptor
program now in the process of de-
velopment.,

Bids on the sale of the $175,000
boRll issue will be accepted by
the City Council up to 8:00 p.m.
on December 12. Following the
deadline, the Council will open
and read the bids. Advertisements
regarding the bond sale are now
being inserted in various legal
publications by Matthew Carey,
financial consultant.

The bonds-will be sold on a
15-year basis and will be dated
as of September 1, 1955. Accord-
ing to the bond ordinance, they
will bear an interest rate not to
exceed 34%. The issue will be
financed by a 25% redemption
on all city water bills. Officials
stated that this fee is already be-
ing charged to water customers.

PLAN TO BUILD
NEW CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE CHURCH

A building permit application
has been filed with the City for
the construction of a new Chris-
tian Science Church on the south
side of Grand River east of Wil-
marth, Norbert Ratalsky, build-
ing inspector, announced Monday.

The new building will eccupy
approximately 2,400 square feet
of land area and will include an
auditorium,  rostrum,  reading:
room, nursery and Sunday School
room. It will be a one-story brick
structure with a basement. Park-
ing facilities will be provided in
rear of the building with access to
and from Wilmarth Street. Con-
struction of the church is expect-

Submit Detailed Report To Board
On Formation Of Planning Proposal

A series of r ) on the of a Master
Plan for Farmington Township were formally- presented to the
Board last week by members of the Planning Board. '

The recommendations were contained in a detailed report read
to the Board by Thomas Cornell, chairman of the Planning Board.
Follo\\:ing the reading of the report, the Township Board approved
a motion accepting the recommendations and placing them on file
for (ur_thcr study. Mrs. Elise Avery, Board Trustee, supgested that
a specml meeling be called to discuss the report in detail. 1t was
decided that the Board would hold a separate meeting on December
7 to review the recommendations and that a joint meeting would be "

‘«hgl‘i i;;]\mcl;ili:ﬂﬂy afgex‘ (dhatl d:}e
School Board :)‘;:SS th:‘l’e;ﬂ?’{‘.‘"g o o as
Will Consider
Vote On Buses

According lo the report, the
Planning Board recommends that
Seeks Means Of Placing
Proposal On Ballot

a Master Plan be cvolved for-the
Township of Farmingten. It also

A motion was passed by the
Farmington School Board Monday

recommended that a contract be
night directing the administration

entered into with the firm of
of the School District to obtain in-

Vilican-Leman and Associates of
Berkley - for the preparation of

formation relative to the placing

of a proposal before the people

various phases of the Master Plan.
The report suggests that the neces-
providing for total school bus serv-
ice through a miillage incrcase.

sary funds for the execution of

the plan, in the retention of the

Planning Consultants, be made

available in a fashion to be best

determined by the Township

Board. The work of the Consult-

ants will consist of the develop-

ment of various necessary maps,
In spile of the fact that the mo-
tion carried by a majority -vote,;
individual Board members differ-
ed sharply in their opinions as to
whether or not such a proposal
should be considered. -
Board Trustee Farley Thomson

spoke out strongly against initi-

population” studies, meighborhood
ating action to place the controver-

plans, and cconomic base studies,
as well as plans relating to traffic
sial question before the pepole as
proposed by Wendell Brown,

and parking, transportation, pub-

lie utilities, recreation, zoning,
subdivision control and capital im-

Board president. He indicated

that he favored a continued effort

by the School Board for obtain-

provement programs.
ing needed road and safety im-

PLATS for three proposcd new

subdivisions were presented_to the
provements to permit satisfactory
vperations under the present

Township Board. Final approval

was given-to the Golf Lake Hill

Subdivision; located in the viein-

ity of Inkster Road and Fourteen
transportation _ policy.  Trustee
Douglas Hammial also spoke in

oppesition to the proposal.

FOLLOWING approval of the

ile Road. Approval was also

given to the proposed development
motion, Thomson, head of the spe-
cial School Board tramsportation

of the Kristport property on Orch-

ard Lake Road: south of Thirteen
committee, resigned from the po-
sition. He indicated that he saw

Mile Road, subject to the approval
of the County Road Commission
and the Health Department. The
subdivision will consist of 128 lots
(Continued on Page 6A)
no need to seek safety and road;
improvements, as the need for
them would be unnecessary if the
electors chose to transport all chil-
dren in school buses.

Blood Bank Visit
Nets 103 Pints
A report by the School Board's
site committee revealed that nego-

A total of 103 pints of blood

were contributed by Farmington
tiations are being conducted with
several property owners and real-

area residents during the visit of
the Red Cross Mobile Bank at the
American Legion Home last Tues-

tors for property on which to

build new elementary schools in

the future. The committee dis-

day.
(Continued on Page 6A)

Mrs. Fred Lenz, chairman of
the Bank, stated that there were
117 reservations and 14 rejections.

ISSUE NEW PLEA
FOR GOODFELLOW
VOLUNTEERS

In addition to the individual don-
Final plans are now being com-

ors, a number of employee groups
from various industrial plants in
the area contributed to the bank.
Tuesday’s Blood Bank was comp-
arable in siz¢ to the campaign
held a year ago when 109 pints

pleted for the Annual Farmington
Goodfellow Paper Sale, to be held | ed their pleasure with the results.
on Friday, December 9. The 103 pints of blood will be
Fred Menke. Jr. president of added to the Farmington Credit
the Goodfellows, stated this \vcckl Bank for distribution to local resi-
that additional volunteers are still ' dents in case of emergency. It
needed to assisl with the sule.|is emphasized that there is no

Persons interested in contributing! charge for the service. However,

were contributed. Mrs. Lenz stat-
ed that Red Cross offictals express-

ed to begin as soon as the build-
ing permit has been approved by‘
the City.

THE FIRST of
the new Farmington High School

be staged this Friday evening when the Falcons

meet Bentley High School in the

1955-56 basketball season, The new gymnasiim,

1 contest to be held in

their time are urged to contact persons are requested, wherever
Menke as.soon as possible atpossible, to replace the blood dur-
GReenleal 44564, Iing the next visit of the bank. -

ity crowd of 1,500 -persons. The gym, locker
rooms and equipment cos¢ a fotal of $282,970.
The facilities are being used not.oxnly for.com-
petitive sports, but for physical education actiyi-.
ties involving. bath boys and. girls. B

gymnasium will

opening of the

which was recently completed, will seat a capac.



