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Statistics show that approxim-
ately one out of every five rail-|vent of the motor car have

or coke. . wars.

Traffic accidents since the ad-
eitaken
Yoad freight cars now carries coal |more lives than all of Amefica’s
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Township,

Farmington Citizens Committee Against
Expresses Views

The Citizens’ Non-Partisan Com-
mittee against the. Race Track, a
group of resident property own-
ers in-Farmington Township, sub-
mitted the following report con-
taining the essence of its oppo-
sition to the proposed race frack
in Section 30 or in any other
location in the township.

“In the first place, the Zoning
Board rejected the request of the
race track promoters because
these people had nothing to show
what sort -of structure they pro-
posed to erect, nor was there any
sort oflestimate as to the probable
cost. How can income be estim-
ated? | )
“Then the Township Board ‘ap-
proved the reclassification of the

tract of property in Section 30 at
a full-h meeting at the Town-
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ship Hall at which not one voice
was heard in support of the pro-
posed "change‘ «This alone was
qnnugh to arouse strong opposi-
tion by property owners. Bul let
us list; the major items of oppo-
sition. | They hardly need to be
expanded: .

“1. All the talk about saving
taxes. : Our schools cost us, last
year, §53.50 .per $1,000 valuation
out of a total tax of $63.58 or 84%

I
pari-mutuel
f the State
for schools.

of the total! From
betting not one cent
Excise Tax can be used
By state law, our schpols tan re-
ceive only a part 9f the real
estate and personal propetty tax.
There is no township .tax! So,
how a race track can
is a profound mystery. It just
cannot do so! |

“2. The hoped for §500,000 split
of the state excise tax on pari-
mutuel betting is held out|as the
bait. Only a favoraply situated
track of years standing can re-
ceive the amount roted | above.
Furthermore, out of this sum, if
and when received, orj from a less-
er sum in “lean” yeprs must be
paid the cost of police and fire
protection, repair on roads and
other expenses resulting from the
presence of the race |track.

“The claim is made that “im.
provements” could be paid for out
of the residue of of ihe
State Excise tax. J at im-
provements were in mind has not
been divulged. Cértainly not
roads, and note thht about 18
miles of new hard-syrfaced roads
will be reguired to|and |around
Section 30, if the track should be
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Letters submitted to the Editor for publica-

Opinions™ expressed in this
.column are those of the writer and do not
necessarily represent the. policles of (his

BOX

! be withheld

educe taxes |!

built there.

.“Building of roads, even re-
pairs-of existing ones is done only
by ‘the County. Building roads
makes necessary new tax money
to service the county borrowings.
Last year the county failed to
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spend even 60% of the $50,000
voted for road i in
our township at the April, 1855,
Annual Township Meeting. How,
under the sun, the Township can
spend a much larger sum defies
Answer. .

“3. A race track does not im-
prove adjacent property. The
writer knows two families who re-
cently moved out of a near-by race
track area into our towpship to
et away from the noise, conges.
tion, flies (from the manure piles
in the stables) and rats. ~

“4, A race track will bring o
great -increase in traffic. Just
you try to drive through any main
road in Livonia or Hazel Park
before or after a race and you will
find out,

5. Your roads, all of them, will
present much greater traffic haz-
ards, especially to the children.
"6, The presence of large num-
bers of stable hands and track
hangers-on will present a down-
right threat to your personal saf-
ety and that of your cthildren.
Your present freedom of attend-
ance, and that of your children, at
all kinds of normal evening gath-
erings will be vitally affected.

. 7. “Hotrod" racing has been
promised. This will present -an-
other serious family problem.

“8. The loudspeaker system in
use at the tracks is an .outstand-
ing nuisance.

, the track promot-

Criti"cize Township Board On Race Track

T
uestion - -

approximately $125000 in tax
money per year? .

Is pur Township Board -at a
'standstill? Last week your paper
stated that plans for a race track
in our community may be drop-
ped. ;Why did the developers have
to wait so long for an eleetion?
After; all, if a group of men are
willirig to come to our community
and spend a large sum of money

for d race track, don't you feel

 SPECIAL ELECTION

To the Qualified Electors: |

“NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, That a Special

Election will be held in the TOWNSHIP ‘OF

‘FARMINGTON, (Precinct No. 3) COUNTYOF
OAKLAND, STATE OF MICHIGAN |

[ at :
Middlebelt School |
24400 Middlebelt Road
Within said Township on K

- Tuesday, August 7, 1956 |

TO VOTE ON THE FOLLOWING VILLAGE
INCORPORATION PROPOSAL:

Shall the £6llowing described territory in Farm-
ington Township, Oakland County, Michigan, be
incorporated as a Village under the provisions of
Act 278 of the Public Acts of 1909, as amended:

WHEREAS, heretoforc on March 2, 1955, pursuant to
Act 278 of the Public Acts of 1909, as amended, a petition was
filed by certain resident electors and freeholders of the area,
praying for lge incorporation of the territory described as:

SECTION 12, Town 1 North, Rhnge 9 East, Farmington
Township, Oakland County; Michigan. A portion thereof has
heen subdivided; said subdivisions are more particularly known
and described 4 follows, to-wit: !

(a) “Supervisor’s.Plat of Wood Creek 'Farms”, a part of the
north half of said Section 12, as per the plat thereof recorded
in Liber 55, Page 34, of Plats, Oakland County, Michigan,
Records. i

(b} “Supérvisor's Plat of Wood Creek Farms, No. 17, a part
of Section .12, as per the Plat thereol recorded in Liber 55 of
Plats, Pages 33A and 33B, Oakland County, Michigan, R'e:ords.

(¢) “Supervisor’s Plat of Wood Creek Farms Addition,” 2
part of the southwest quarter of said Section 12, as per the
plat thereof recorded in Liber 55 of Plats, Page 32, Qakland
County, Michigan, Records. P

(d) “Supervisor's Plat No. 9”7, a part of the southwest
quarter of said Section 12, as per the plat thereof recorded in
Liber 54 of Plats, Page 32, Oakland County, Michigan, Records.

{e) “Westmont”, a subdivision of part of the northwest
quarter of said Section 12, as per the plat thereofl recorded in
Liber 56 of Plats, Page.49, Oakland County, Michigan, Records.
as 2 Village, said Villgge to be known and desighated as the
‘uyillage of Wood Creei Farms;” and

That the form and“sufficiency of the petition Neretofore
filed on March 28, 1935, praying for the submission; of the
question of incarporation of the Village to be known as “Wood
Creek Farms” to consist of the territory described in said peti-
tion, complies with the provisions of the Act being Ac 278 of
the Public Acts of 1909, as amended, and are-in all respects
regular; . .

That August 7, 1956, be set as the date fora Special Election
on the question of incorporating the Village of Wood Creek
Farms. ' H

Notice Relative to Opening and Closing
“ of the Polls . :

i
ELECTION LAW, ACT 116, P. A. 1954 '\
SECTION 720. On the day of any election the polls shall
be opened at 7 o'clock in the forenoon, and shall be continuously
-open, until 8 o'clock in the afternoon and no longer.! Every
qualiffed elector present and in line 4t the polls at the hour
prescribed for the closing thereof shall be allowed to vole.

The. POLLS of said ‘election’ will be.open at 7
o'clock a.m. and will remain open until 8 ofclock
pm. of said day of election. i

! -
. FLOYD ‘A CAIRNS, Township Clerk

July 12, 19, 26 and |Aug. 2

the least our Township Board
could have done was to have had
a special election?

Sure it may have cost a little
money for 2 special election, but
wiat” mopey is our Township
Board spending anyway? We
don't even have a 24 hour police
department of our own.

Weé know some people are for
the toce track and some are not,
but if our Township Board would
have held a special. election when
the developers took option on the
1and! in our community, at least it
would have showed the developers
that we are interested in what
happens in our township, no mat-
ter fhow the election may have
turned out.

How long can we afford to let
the Township Board hald our com-
munity back? When will we ever
get another opportunity as big as
(his} to help our township move
{forward?

Sure the Township Board ap-
proved the land for the race track,
but'what happened to the election?
1t had to wait, the same as the
deselopers of the track.

Well, Township Board, how will
you brush this off. If the race
tratk would benefit our township,

Is our township going to lose

Last week you repd about the
Township Board spending their
time hiring a policeman and buy-
ing a new car, instead of|leaving
it lo the departmen} head. Why
couldn't the Township Board have
spent that time trying to straight-
en out this race track matter?
Wasn't ‘more at stpke with the
track than hiring a policeman and
a new car? |
We're not trying
on the race traek, ut are trying
to say that we feel the Township
Board made a big mistaké by not
having a special election! earlier
and by not giving all thelfacts to
us as voters.

How can we ha
Board who tries to
and yel gives out

to us. Would the rdce track bring
better bus service to our commun-
ity and extra busingss to our town

o sell] anyone

h in a
erything
o infarmation

e fail
un eve

ers are in this business only’ lo
make a profil. They are not:in-
terested in your welfare or that of
the township. The tratk would
yield the township only a small
return, most of which would :be
needed to meet added police, fire,
and road costs. ‘None of the re-
turn from betting would go to-
ward schools. . Your tates would
not be reduced.

*If you really want to know how
thoroughly bad-the race track -in-
fluence can become, read “Yankee
Morals and the $2 Bet” in_the
July, 1856, issue of Harper's Mag-
azine.

“A report has been circulated
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that the track are plan-
ning to transfer their race track
efforts to Novi Township. Be
wise! Pay no attention to rum-
prs sprgad to keep you from vot-
ing against rezoning.

“Let’s keep Farmington Town-
ship a good place for your home!"
E. T.-Cope

23718 Longaere
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and it is voted in, and the devel-
opérs do not give us the race
track, how will you make the mon-
ey |back that we will lose, along
with the improvements that it may
haye made possible?
- Let's face it. If Novi receives
the race track, is that helping us?
We are still going to have all the
traffic coming through our com-
munity to get to Novi. What will
we receive for handling all the
added traffic? Look at Redford
‘Fownship, they had to hire more
men to handle the traffic from
the M. R. A. in Livonia.
Why is it that we are so far
behind our surrounding commun-
ities? Do, they have more on the
ball than us?
‘Would our township taxes be
cheaper with a race track than
without? Isn't Livonia's city tax?
Just five dollars per thousand.
Look at the progress they are mak-
ing; they have a 24 hour police
and fire department, a building
department, they have a’dog war-
den and dog pound, they are in-
stalling water and sewers, a pub-
lic works department, garbage ser-
vice, and are fixing their roads.
“iDon't forget, we don’t have to
become a city to collect the tax
nioney from a race track.
|Please understand, we don't
want a race track if it’s not going
{0 benefit our community. . But
still the progress in Livonia looks
and sounds good.
|Don't you think the least our
Township Board could have done
wts to investigate the opportuni-
tiés, and benefits, with a race
trpck, good or bad, and givé the
fabts to us?
IWe want to thank The Farming-
toh Enterprise for the time and
effort they spent geiting the dif-
fefent views on the race track,
which will help us when we vote.
ut don’t forgt, isn't it about,
time thé Township Board wakes
up?
After all, isn't that part of a
Tdwnship Board’s job? How can
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Keeping up to date on the la::test
events in your home communi:ty is
a sound and wise investment which
pays off. Knowledge of a‘pl‘.lblic
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