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schoolhouse, formeriy a pet project of Henry Ford. (Evert photo)

SWIM SAFELY

WITH

SUN POOL GHEMICALS

~-southof -Joy-in Westland is a typi-

dchool Days. ..
Attendance .at the school was
something of a local status symbol.
To the casual observer, Per- pgrents in other districts -tried to
rinville School on Farmington Road  anroll their children In it. Comparéd
0N to other nearby schools, many of
cally pleasant, sprawled out subur-  whjch skimped along on meager
ban elementary school. budgets and halt day sessions, the
Passing it on the south;-however, school at Nankin MIHS was truly de-~
one can see that it Is actually built  luxe.
around a small, old fashioned one A man.of old fashioned |deals. :

room schoolhouse, which stands  enry Ford, who could have built a
out quaintly from the rest of the  muiti-roomed facllity if he had- so
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building. -

Nor was it built and paid for by a
hard working community of farmers.
There was Just one man responsible
for its existence,.and his name was
Henry Ford.

.." "SINCE HIS BOYHOOD In the
18708 wcmi T mat - visitewmBR quiet

country area known as Perrinville
along the Rouge River. He enjoyed
watching the nearby Nankin Mills
grist mill; observing its giant water
wheels actually inspired him to con-
struct his first ‘moving device -- a
homemade wheel to which he at-
tached a coffee grinder.

After his spectacular success in

__the automotive business, Ford again

“returned "to the area that he "had
loved as a boy and turned the old
mill into a small. automotive parts
factory. -

‘His purpose was admlrable dis-
tressed by the Increasing crowding

and pollution of cities, Ford sought

to combine the best of both town
and country life.

He wanted to provide Jobs in rur-

al settings so that people wouldn't
be forced to abandon the pleasure
of the countryside for the pollution -
of the clties.

mill functioned as the first of several

-.Village. Industrles from . 1918_to .the ..

1940s.

tiny rural community. In 1937 he
presented it with a gift wrapped
package in the fotm of a ‘one room

schoolhouse on which he paid for all .

taxes, the teacher's salary, equip-
ment and all students’ medlcal and
dental bills!

Small though it was, Henry
Ford's schoolhouse was considered
quite desirable. It boasted indirect
lighting, a machine shop in the

basement sewing machines, spe-v

“~The story-of the old-schoolhouse--==
_ Is full.of surprises. it is.not as old as
- it looks; it was builtin 1937.

desired, believed in the soundness
of ~one . room-.schooling.. He. also __
stuck by the old textbooks; students
learned reading from McGuffey's
Reader, which dates back to the
19th Century.

HARD WORK AND DILIGENCE
were other values imparted to stu-
dentd at the school. Girls sewed
their own graduation  dresses on
school sewing machines; each chlld
was responsible for a small vege=+
table crop which he was encour-
aged to keep up even during the
summer months.

Life continued happily at the
schoo! and at the picturesque old
factory for most of the remainder of
Henry Ford’s life.

IN THE FORTIES THE factory
_was sold by the Ford organization to,__
Wayne County. Taday it functions as
the Nankin Mills Nature Center, a
quaint haven for animals and wood-
land displays open to the public, Itis
run by the Wayne County Road
Commission and is logated on Ann
Arbor Trail just east of’ Farmington
Road.

The schoolhouse was sold {o the
fledgling Nankin Mills School Dis-
trigt in 1946 for the price of $1, al-
though it has since been absorbed
into the Livonia SchBol system.

SOME NEWER RESIDENTS.-

- ~—~THEFORD- FACTORY atthe old——were—in—favor—of—tearing-down-the—

school in order to make way for the

_large, modern structure that was to_

replace it; sentimentallsts won out,

"During those years Ford _main-. _however;._the little old schoolhouse. =~

tained- his personal interest in the

remalns to this day and is used as a
kindergarten for Perrinville young -
stars.

The intersection at Farmington
Road and Ann.Arbor Trail provides «
an interesting chunk of local nos-
talgia. A Sunday ‘afternoon visit will ~
give you a glimpse of Ford's old
schooihouse, as well as the Nankin
Mills Nature Center with its outdoor
collection of a wide varlety of ani-
mals.

Adjacent to thp Nature Center is

"a white " frame building, formerly -

Ing and small plols of land on whlch

_every student-practiced gardenlrig.

A full time janitor was employed

. by Ford and library books were pro-

vided through Wayne County. Morn-
Ing chapel services were carried out
.inthe school every day. :

SCHOOL ACTIVITJES wére not

all work and no play. -Students -
skated on the adj= =Zgpondduring.,
receds;  sometimes ~the children”

_went on slelgh rides pulled by
“horses down Farmington.and Joy
RoaQS

used as the millers house, thatis—
being renovated for use as-the fu- .
ture Westland Historical Museum

And down the road to the east
you'll find a number of old farm
“houses and roadside stands which
sell fresh pleks\_fruntsxand vege-
tables.

Much of the land here is still
being farmed, and .along. with p_ars of .
cdsn.opighe. cob_yoUl'l.find,"Tf you-

~rask, talk of the good.old days when.”

Henry Ford himself used to visit tite
same area and chat with the folks’
- who live there to this day.



