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FACTS and
OPINIONS

. by Paul Chandler

There js a thrill for all who. participate in the
building of a new community (such as Farmington Town-
ship) and for the most part, citizens use patience, good
sense, and foresight during the complicated process.

Nonetheless, almost 'anffwhe.re a fast growth pattern
oceurs, there are to be found groups who obstruct. They
generally fall into one of three categories:

o Little league polititians who would fan up preju-
dice, doubt and suspicion among the voters—merely in
hdpes of some short-range ballot advantage.

@ Persons who live near the brink of hysteria and
who find some kind of psychological satisfaction in arm-
waving and demgnstrating - before their neighbors in
public places.

@ Those who' simply aren’t well informed on the
subject, and who are used cruelly by neighbors and
acquaintahces..

Anyhovw, the Farmmgtan Township Hall had a fair
gathering of “protesters” at a zoning hearing last week,
and they were taking a position against one project.

They couldn’t hnve been more wrong.
PO

- Involved is a fahuluus plan which has been conceived
for:an open piece of land in the area of Grand River,
Halstead, Eleven Mile and Drake roads.

Here, exactly where it belongs, a developer‘ pro-
poses to build a multi-million doHar complex of hous-
ing, golf course, pool, lake, tennis courts, motel, shop-
ping center, restaurant—a “private community” in a
Colonial mood.

It would yxeld more than $400,000 2 year in taxes
for this community, of which §350,000 would go to the
Farmington School District alone. It would provide a
land use which would, among other things, not bring in
hordes of school ynungsters all of whom must be edu-
cated when they do come to subdivision housing.

The “Village Green” would add an asthetic value
—a change of pace—to Farmington Township's growth.
It would be up-graded, pleasant—and it would be the
greatest shot in the arm to the Township tax picture it’s

ever had.

Maybe son’&'n zens have forgotten. A normal house
with a normal fawmily in it, is a NET-LOSS on the fax
balance sheet. The cost of providing the school and gov-
ernment services is larger than any tax revenue derived
from ordinary single residences.

The balance must come from Commereial and
Business Property, if home taxes aren’t to soar out of
sight . .. the balance comes from such things as “Vil-
Iage Green” where the tax revenues exceed the costs
heaped upon schools and government.

For all of these, there they were last Thursday
night . . . “residents” crymg “*conspiracy” . . . Township
oﬁxce ‘seekers crying about “too many apartments” .

“neighbors” who really want to try to insist that the land
shouldn’t be used for anything—just remain vacant.

It was all lunacy and Facts and Opinions can only
hope nobody takes the performance seriously. Farming-
ton is incredibly lucky to have an investor willing to
put this kind of money into so wholesome a deve]opment

. e

Tq get back to this thriling participation in build-
ing a new, balanced .community with air and elegance,
on open raw land; well, there’s a book which contains
ideas which Farmmgton ‘Township residents mlght
ponder.

This volume is written by an angry architect (Peter
Blake) and cailed “God’s Own Junkyard.” He blasts
away at the design of suburbs, at the mixing of the
‘beautiful and the ugly in the inner cities, at billboards; at
the lack of imagination in residential living areas; and
“at the failure of public officials to_recognize the need

balanced, interesting com-
mumty, and at planning commissions and politicians.

Excerpts from “God’s Own. Junkyard”:

“No people has inherited a more naturally beauti-
ful land than we . . . the only trouble is that we are
about to turn this beautiful inheritance into the biggest
slum on the face-of the earth . .. the mess that is man-
made America. . .

“. . . our suburbs are interminable wastelands
dotted with millions of monotonous little houses on
monotonous little lots and criss-crossed by highways
lined with billboards, jazzed-up diners, used-car lofs,
'dnre]m movies, beflagged gas stations and garish

ofels - . .

... in our land we have just about empowered a branch
of government (FHA) to specify the size and shape of the typical
American suburban master bedroom (in which all Americans
are thus created equal); to specify the size and shape of the
typical family room (in which all American tots crawl around
equal); to specify the size, shape and style of every suburban
house; and we have empnwemd the FHA to specify the wldlh
length, curvature or surface,
of trees, sidewalks, poles, of every single suburban street (on
which all American teenagers play equal—at considerable peril).
-
MORE ON SUBURBIA
“ ... suburbla has more space, more greenery, more medern
kitchens, more gadgets, than Urbia. But all of this, and much
more, could have been achieved in infinitely better ways.” (The
author urges some high-rise apartments on narrow lots, attached
together, with small, private patios, casy to maintain . . . the
surplus land then could be pooled for great common play-
grounds, parks or gardens).

“Studles in’ Philadelphla and Connecticut showed .that
taxes levied on apartments produced an apnual surplus of
close to $35 per unit which applied just to the cost of main-
talning public schools ., . . the reason fs obvious; high.rise
apartments tend to attract young families without children,

(Cun(lnued on Page 2)

By MARGE PIAZZA
With some objectors in the
background, the Farmington
Township Zoning Board heard
the facts on a proposed new
“Village Green’ development at
Grand River and Halstead, and
decided to make final ruling on
the zoning on Sept. 24.

The proposed “country club
community” would consist of
160 acres northwest of Farm-
ington proper, bordering
Grand River, 11 Mile, Hal-
stead, and Drake Rds.

Here, on rolling, wooded
land, developer Thomas A.
Duke  hopes to construct a
private community, self-con-
tained, consisil of among
other things, 2000 Williams-

Observer Office Open
At G. River Address

Observer Newspapers has
opened a new office in Farm-
ington at 33425 Grand River,
which is on the south side, a
couple of .doors east .of the
City Hall and across the street
from the Masonic Temple,

Courteous employes are
there to provide service on
our Powerful Classified Want
Ads; on wedding invitations
and stationery; on circulation
‘problems,

Ohserver Newspaper Farm-
ington phones are GA 2-0900
for Want Ads and 476-2705
for Circulation.

Bus Route”

Published

Here ore bus schedules for Our

e _approxi-
Eﬂtﬂy 825 untll routeg are estab-

Bus No, $First pickup o Nlne
Mite at Grand River Nine Mile
Folsom. Farmington Hoad

Cass, 8'Mile, Farmingion Roa o ot
stop at Nine Mile, Shlawassee, OLS

o
Bus No, 12—First plekup Middle-
et and Glencaslle Middienelt, 13
Mile, Inkster, 10 Mile, Middlebelf,
Nine Mile, Inikster, Independence,
S:Jﬂdlthell, Schizwasse us

2—First plekup_on
‘Grand River at Shivascee, Grand
e,

00
o I-_Flcst plekcup on 10
Mne at Orchard Lal

rehard Lake, 11 nme :lmulcncu.
9 Mile. Grand R
Shiewassee, Tast 5
see. OLS Scl
‘Bus

e
No_ Z-first p
Mile al Orchard Lake
A e
it Mladied

, 10 Mike
B 43—First on
Aieat Barmingion Hos: 11 B,
Farmington Road, 12 Mile, Hag-
gerty. 18 Mile, Farm(nmn Foad, 14
ard Lake, 10 Mile, last
slcp o83 Stheon. ‘Orenard Laike
Powers, OLS School.

For Sorrows,

" purg.styte, one- and fwo-floor
apartment units (of one- and
two-bedrooms) o be coms

* *

Pure, soft water, under

+|a high head of "pressure,

will, rush . through mains
and into some Farmington
Township homes. for the

ke, first time in history within

a week—give or take a'day
or two.

Supervisor Curt Hail
confirmed the immi-
nence of the long-awaited

the first to benefit would

be those in the long-

Man, Woman

With Taking

Livonia Police arrested a
Farmington man and woman on
charges of unarmed robbery
and recovered $1,048 of $1,800
allegedly stolen from ~ Mrs.

Charged
$1,800

From Bra of ‘Friend’

Mary Ann Mullins of Marietta,
Ga. after a drinking spree at
bars and lounges .

Arrested and released on
bond are: Francis - Drysdale,
Little Valley Trailer Court,
and Joyce Heller,

STILL
GETTING
‘CALLS

"Sold the bike the
first day. At least 35
calls. The Observer
Want Ads certainly
get astounding re.
sults,” commented
Mrs, Paul’ Lentz of
Chesterbrook in
Farmington. -

20832 Tuck Road, Farmingtan,
according to police reports.
Drysdale was arrested at his
home and Miss Heller at the
Fisher Body Plant in Livonia.

Mrs. Mullins told investigat-
ing officers she had gone to the
Detroit Race Course from her
Georgia farm to collect cash
for a horse which ‘bad been
claimed from her earlier.

She_received $1,800 in cash,
according to the police reports,
and then met the woman, who
identified herself as “Helen”
but actually was Miss He]ler.
at the track.

They hag ‘several:drinks at
various bars. and then ‘met a
‘friend of “Helen” who joined
them in the spree. -

After “traveling atound and
drinking in the car, the couple

(Continued on Page 2)

valve twisting -and said |

READ YOUR METER, MIS ER:
‘Workman Ed Cralg doesnlt care if | yor
do, but this.is"a very special meter, fn'a -
concrete hox at. Orchard Lake and Eight-
Mile roads. It'will record the flow of
water ‘in (he ‘mew lines from Detroit
which~~in less than two weeks—will be-

Tigllten Those Gaskets,
D’etroit Water Is Near

structed over. 2 period of fen
years, plus a giant motor lnn
to be completed in the Fall

“to ‘pump

of 1965,
Included in the drawmgs are
a shopping cer‘ner village green,
* *

plu'e, fresh water under a

.good head of pressure-to.areas of Farm-
gton Township where thé only source
has been

wells.

‘complefe recreational facilities
{swimming- pool," .lake, golf
caurse, tennis courts, etc.) and
private “periphery” drives offer-
mg seclusmn for its tenants.
wner of River Glen

in Farmington, heard some
caustic remarks from the audi-
ence.

Duke said he felt .he would
have little difficulty filling to
capacity . his = community and
cited various studies on a

trial park would demand- this

and Bmokdnle Club Apartments’

ments, He said that Farming! 1\ "
-| Township’s new southwest -indus-

'Village Green’ Gets Boos,

Praise at Zoning Hearing
‘i

type of housing for professional
people and would add an ‘excel-
lent-tax base, which the district
sorely needs. )
He claims his project would
also be a scenic attraction.
Democratic Supervisor candi-
date Aldo Vagnozi presented a
Univcrsity of Michigan study
to the Board in which it indi-
cated the trend for single homes
is back once more. Vognozzi op-
posed the project. .
Twenty-five or more residents
were then given the floor to -
their views for an

present
“'eq allotment.” Most ex-

1t

Council Delays Meet
Because of Labor Day, next
meeting of the Farmington*
City Council will be beld a
week later than normal, on
Sept. 14 instead of Sept. 7. |
* Labor Day is a legal holiday
and city employes will not be
working.

pressed “fear of extreme con-
gestion” and the lack of preser-
vation of the character of
\area. They asked the area b:
confined to halfacre lots set
aside for large, residential
homes. They said that Farming-
ton Township has reached the
saturation point in multiple
(Continued on Page 2)

By JOY STINSON

Preliminary plans, with a few
slight “alterations, for the pro-
posed Larkshire Elementary
School were approved last Mon-
day evening at a special meet-
ing of the Farmington Public
Schoo] Distriet Board of Edu-
cation.

The proposed $520,000 school
i3 scheduled to be a 41,500
syuare-foot structure in an “H”
shape. A site already has been

Purchased in the 10 Mile Road
area between Orchard Lake and
Middlebelt roads. Hopefully it
will open in the fall of 1965.

Plans Approved
For New School
On Ten Mile Road

Other expansion plans on the
school board’s agenda included
the passing of a budget esti-
mate of $208,000 for an addition
to’the Bond Elementary School
and alterations to the present
structare,

.To provide a basls for ex-
panding play and parking facili-
ties at the Shiawassee School,
the Board  was - authorized 1o
purchase two lots adjacept to
the school for a total of $3,886,
subject to verification of an
unpaid balance on a water and
sewerage assessment. This price
includes $1,000 for each of the
one-quarter acre lots and $943

parched , area hbetween
Farmington "and" Middle-
helt and north of Eight
Mile road.

This is the zone identl-
fied as Special Assessment
District 7 under the

Supervisor Curt Hall expects to turn the
valves for the first area to receive the
new. water by Sept. 15..

$2,300,000 master plan
wherein ‘there are seven
separate such districts.
“Most of the remaining.
districts will receive their
first Detroit water in the
(Continued on Page 2)
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per lot. .
Also to, allow for future con-

structign of schools, the Board

voted to instruct their attorney
to draw up an agreement for
concerned parties to sign giv-
ing the Farmington School Dis-
trict a walking easement in the
Franklins Forest Subdivision.

Other Monday night business
included the reconsideration
and again a refusal to provide
transportation for 65 students
who live in the district and at-
tend St. Paul's Lutheran School
which is located in molher
school district.,

The Board refused for the
second time to set a precedent
by bussing these 65 students to
one location within the Farm:
ing School District where a St.

(Continued on Page 2)

Swedish Guitarist is New Exchanye Student

Dressed in an ivy-league suit
2nd strumming a guitar, the 17-
year-0ld North Farmington High
School senior looks like he's
been around here all his life. -

But the blue-eyed, blond young
man who's caught on to Amer-
ican ways so quickly is actually
North Farmingion’s new foreign
exchange student.

Lars Egoell—who will be here
for a year under the American
Field:Service program—is living
with Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Wat-
son, 20746 Farm-

years of study remaining, he
hopes to attend a university
whén he returns, Impeccable
English isbased on six years
©f language study. At Farming-

ington Township, and, according’
to his host family, fits in like a
charm.

The Watson’s.17-year-0ld son,
Ron, will be a cosenior with
Lars, Sheldon, Jr., 14, Sally, 11,
and Steve, 3,.are the other mem-
bers of the Watson family.-

“ hope to learn a lot about
the United States, meet many
people, and learn how Amer.
icans live,” the guest student
told The Observer. “And I
want to tell Americans shout
how we live In Sweden.”

Lars said America is much as
he expected #t—"big cars, mod-
ern buildings, huge sliops and
many people.” He got his -first

glimpse of -the U.S. when the
AFS student ship, Seven Sgas;|

docked jn New York Harbor late
last month.

1 Sweden "Lars is the son‘of
a chemical engineer who works
in the food industry. He has a
five:year old . sister, With two

ton, he'll continue his English,
adding math, government,
physics and music to his
schedule.

Lars enjoys most sports as

well as being an avid guitarist.
Describing Sweden, he says, “We
have few poor peoplé, a good
social system and & democratic
government."” .

2

" SWEDISH éxchange: student at North members of his American “family”—
Farmington High School is Lars Egnell = Mrs. Sheldon Watson; Don, 17; Sheldon,
(center, with guitar). Avid listeners are Jr., 14; Sally, 11, and Steve, 3.

F. armington Observer Office Open at 3 3425 Grand River




