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The Observer’s Readers Speak Up on Police,

Livonia Editory

1 have searched my con-
science apd my heart all day
and have resolved that this let-
ter must be published for the
benefit of the residents of Li-
vonia.

1 trust you will not edit or
tike out’of context what I have
written so that your readers
will be able to learn at first
band of my harrowlng experi-
ence with the Livonia police
department. 1 am deliberately
not mentioning any names, as
1 do not seek to jeopardize any
man's job.

Early -this morning, two'de-
tectives came to my door, upon
showing a badge I jfmmediately
froze with fear, fear for the
welfare of my hus! ind who was
8t work as both my teemage
sons were still asleep, ‘and all
T could think was that they
were the bearers of bad news
about my husband. Upon asking
them If there was anything
wrong, 1 was told “Not yet!”
It was all I could do to keep
from fainting. I opened the
door and they entered. Only
then, did they ask to see my
younger son. When I asked
what he had done, I was told
coldly to get him, When I
beggeds them to tell me what
was wrong, what had he done,
that. he was sleeplng, the
spokesman for the two said,
“Tell him to get dressed and
come down, he is suspected of
breaking and entering a-nelgh-
bor’s house last night.”

1 must have become hysteri-
cal, because 1 knew that was
not only a lie, but an impossi-
bility, as the night before at
about 7:30 p.m. we had all been
watching the convention on TV
and no one left the room until
12:30 am. I told the detective
this and mentioned that my
sister-ln-law was with us- all
evening. I could call her and
be could speak te her and she
would verify this as the truth—
but he would have none of this!
“Get. yourself a good lawyer
and get your son” is all he
would. say.

1 got my son up and told him
what had happened. He was in-
credulous, he said they didn't
know what they're talking

was questioned as to his where-
sbouts of the previous evening,
and he repeated what I had al-
ready told them, One detective
asked to look at his bands, ex-
amined them very carefully and

By telling me to get a good
lawyer only served to ntimi-
date me.

Needless to say, they brought
my son back, it was all a mis-

sald “very good” the other |take! This time I proceeded to Dear
looked over and said ‘it cer-|question them and they ad-
tainly is.” mitted. that it was not for pub-

Heatlon, but that I did not have
to admit them if I didn't want
to. They admitted this to me,
and this is ‘infringing on my
rights as an Amerlcan citlzen.
All this could easlly have been
avoided, had they called me on
the telephone and satd I showld
bring my son in to have his
fingerprints checked because
he was suspected of breaking
and entering, I would have been
[able to collect myself, and real-
ize that they were mistaken,
because I could account for my
son's whereabouts.

I take pride in-both my boys,
they are decent young men,
their father and I are quite
strict with, them and they have
never been in any kind of trou-
ble. Qur name and our reputa-
tion is very important to us
and our boys conduct them-
selvés in a manner that makes
us proud of them. These things
have & way of getting around,
and I am ashamed that my
neighbors will learn of this ter-
rible thing.

I say to all parents and citi-
zens who read this, don't be
‘apathetic, report these things
should they happen to you,
stand on your constltutional
rights-and don't let yourselves
be Intimidated by the flash of
a badge. A detective’s badge |If
should be worn with dignity,
decéncy and respect for the
rights of other human belngs.
Our soclety could not exist
without these men in the police
department, and we are grateful
for them, but do they have to
use these tactics? .

My only concernat this mo-
ment, should elther of these
detectives read this, may be-
come vindicitive and harass my
son for every erime that fs com-
mitted in my neighborhood, Let
them ,take heed, I will be pre-
pared for them with every law
in the books that I can use
against them. It.is 2:00 am,
and I don’t know if I shall be

At this point I .was crying
and begging over and over
again to tell me what they.saw
on my boy's hands and I was
finally told that they had &
fingerprint on a window that
matched my son's! I crled *“how
can you tell by just looking”
and they sald, they could tell
However, they were taking my
son to headquarters to check
his fingerprints and if he was
in the clear they Wmﬂd bring
him back In 2 hau hour. I
begged, I cried, and said you
can't do this, then I asked i
T could come Along and was
told I couldn’t come in their
car. T ran to the (e]ephone to
call my husband, they made my|
son put on Bls slurt and my
hitsband  beard ma screaming,
“Don't take my bvpr " they lIg-
nored me and walked out with
him. At that moment I thought,
this Is how 1t mus{ have been
jn Nazi Germany, when the Ges-
tapo took people awey, I was
shaken. These so-called men of
the' law, who are supposed to
uphold the law, were doing
just what they are| being paid
to prevent, lawbreaking! En-
tering my home without a war-
rant and .using Gestapo meth-
ods!

I am pormally a,
headed person an
wits about me in an
but the manner in |which they
came to my door, looking like
pallbearers, not realling telling
me why they were there, I
must have snapped 1 made
many ‘phone calh and of
course T was told that first mis-
take I made was to let them in
without a warr;ml,{ and that
they should have stated their
business immediately. The sec-
ond mistake I made, ‘Was to
allow them to go bp to my
son's room, it Is ‘true they did
not search it, but the fact re-
mains, they did go| up! They
took advantage of a very fright-
ened and hysterical mnmer ‘who
did not know her nghu and

very level
keep my
emergency,

sbout. He came down and he

who was fighting for her s0D. | able to sleep for many 2 night

and asks that I re

Mr, Allen J. Maverson,

Commissioner
Department of Insurance
State of Michigan
Lansing, Michigan

Mr. Mavers
Recently a question of some
complexity regarding the ap-
plication of “current” rate of
dividends to reduce basic and
three year premiums.in the
comparison of competitive bids
for Workmen's Compensation
insurance ‘on & public school
system has been present:

Because our legal bit
is relatively limited, I would
appreciate any assistance your
department may provide in indi-
cating the statutes or other pu!r
lications wherein pertinent in-
formation ‘applicable to the
following circumstances is pre-
sented. .

Public Invitation to bid on a
Three Year Rctmspectwe Plan
D -was made in local news-
papers, with instructions regard-
ing the acquisition of bid forms
included.

Bid forms requested quota-
tions. for:

Basic Premium .

The Three Year Minimum

Premium
The Three Year Maximum

dividends. You realize,

no jurisdiction over this.phas
of the problem.
The Insurance

intention to embark upon any
campaign to revnluﬁonhe d:s

ne ce companies and/or
agents wers to complete the
proposal in the manner in
‘which it was prepared with no

pany or agent would be in vio-
laﬂon of section 2064 of the
insurance code.

dividends, gross premium

The Gross Three Year Pre-
mium if losses are $20,000
The Gross Three Year Pre-
mium if losses are $28,000
The bids also -included the

perience and are neither
following statement: vy

of your letter of ,Iune 24, 1964
eply.

1t would appear that the pubv
lic school system prepared the
form for Workmen's Compensa-
tion insurance bids containing
the question regarding the bid-
ding company’s current rate of
of
course, that this department has

Department
is confronted quite regularly
with. complaints or Inquirles
dealing with net cost prope-
'nm hy | sals and while it is not our

practices of submitting bid
proposals, I do feel that if

clarification as to dividend’
quotations, the insurance com-

’I'he proper solution to this
problem is to require that wher-
ever net costs are shown, after
the deduction of contemplated

should also be shown; in addi-
tion, and more important than
the problem you have presented,
any mention of dividends should
be concluded with a statement
that dividend illustrations are
based solely upon company ex-

antees por estimates for the

future.

1 appreciate the opportunity
of corresponding with you on
this matter and trust the above
information is of assistance,

Deputy Commissioner
Department of Insurance
Lansing

DR

Editor:

Let me say & word of thanks
for the generous coverage you
have been giving to the Com-
munity Resources Workshop
this summer.

As a member of the workshop
I found it a fast-paced and
stimulating experfence — espe-
cially helpful to a newcomer in
the area such as myself. The
businessmen and craftsmer we
met were most generous with
their, time, Your erticles are
helping bring to the attention
of other teachers and commun-
ity leaders the fine potential of
such a workshop in Livonfa,

incerely,
Oliver Wagner
« 0o

3| Editor:

Concerning the fire-truck
accident where our fireman
Wesley Wiser lost his legs.
Your editorial and “letters to
the editor have called attention
to the use of old equipment, not
large enough doors on an
obsolete f{ire house, lights
needed at ntersections where

fire stations are_ located, etc.
True — these facts may*have
some bearing on the case and
should be looked into and some
action taken.

BUT, I have seen nothing
about the driver of the car who
hit the fire truck, Please.ex-
plain to us what reason this
driver has for running into a
fire truck, with siren and light
going?

Qur place of business faces
Plymouth Road just west of
Farmington Road, near Fire
Station No. 3, and is also a main
route to St. Mary's Hospital,
and at least three times a day
an ‘emergency vehicle passes;
it is the rare occasion that &
car even moves from one lane
to another to let an emergency
vehicle pass, let alone get clf
the road and stop.

With our four lane highways,
perhaps it is not necessary, to
pull off on the shoulder, and
sometimes not practicable; but
certainly, you can pull o the
right lane and slow down and
give the emergency vehicle an
opportunity to ga through.

The old habit seems to be
“don't do anything until some-

.| thing happens.” Well, something

has happened. Let’s do some-
thing. If there are not proper
laws on the books for emer-
gency vehicles, let's see they
get there. If there are proper
laws, let’s ses that they are
enforced,

Let's ses that the proper

Other Issues

in front of our fire hnllses Let's

arrange our traffic light system,
50 that at an intersection, lights
can be red both ways and traffic

emergency vehicle approaches.
and MR. DRIVER, you wake up
and be courteous, if nothing
else.

The next time that policeman
or fireman is in a hurry, he may
be going to save your wife or
child. Wesley has sacrificed a
great deal for us in Livonia.
Now let us give our other fire-
men and pollcemen a break.

Yours tru
Carl and Elsle Wﬂsht
N,

Livonia Grad
Aids College
Fund Drive

George 3. Fern of 323 Merri-
weather Ramd, Grosse *Pointe
Farms, was Regional Chairman
of Detroit during: the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania's recon‘L
breaking 19631964 Alumni
Annual Giving campaign. A total
of $1,368,477 was contributed by
26,474 alumni and friends in the
campaign which ended June 30.

Fern was assisted by Mrs.

Kathryn Leslie Borgia of 14514
Loveland, Livonia.

Mirs, Borgia s a 1930 graduate
of the School of Education at

Pennsylvania.

equipment is purchased and

housed. Let us put stop lights

Strike while the iron is hot,
but don't burn your fingers.

“Please indicate your Com-
panys current rate of d.mdand,
any.
In the final analysls, the
aforementioned rate of divi-
dend is being deducted from the
basic and thrés yéar premiums
quoted. The net premium (after
dividend deduction) is being
considered as one of the prime
factors fnr Awudmg the con-

tracts.

- The question for which we are
seeking research ‘material is.
“Specifically, may the applica-
tion of ‘eurrent’ dividends be
made to reduce premiums on
competitive bids, and if so,
under what circumstances?”

Your early attention would be
appreciated.

Sincerely, -
LESLIE H. FOLSOM
v e s
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