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Insirance Experience
Editor:

On Saturday at 11:30 pam.
we retired and at 1:45 am. a

neighbor called, saying somene |

had hit our station wagon:didn't necd to worry beca\m: he

|

had insurance. We had them
come in and called the police.
They were so drunk, they even
fell off the chair they were sit-
ting in.

The police came, took all nec-
essary information, and asked us

which was legnlly parked in
front of our house.

Two young men, so drunk
they couldn’t stand, came to
the door to inform us they had
hit the car, but told us we

what we wanted to do. They
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| offered to put the boys in a
cab- and send them home —
wasn’t that kind of them?.The
parents of one of the boys,
however, came to-pick them up
1 and naturally ‘vere very upset.
|| They also said they had imsur-
| ance. On Monday, my husband
i called the insurance company
i and was told that an adjuster
would be at the place where the
car was taken, The garage man
said it would cost $400 to re-
peir, but the.adjuster offered
cmy husband $150, although the

KE 3-1701

) | car Was in running

4l
THE SHERWIN-WiLLIAMS CO.

863 PENNIMAN
453-7:

| condition and was very good
| looking, although it was a 1957
! model.
Now, we are without a car.
We are the losers for being
nice to someone and not press-
ing charges against the driver.
‘We are retired and don’t have
the kind of money to pay for
the drunken pleasure of anyone.
1 wonder what a person has to
do to get fair ‘play—it seems
being nice has cost us $400. *
The Triple-A will never han-
dle anything for me or any one
else 1 can influence about their
insurance. No wonder they can
i have such handsome buildings,
ete.
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Playboy Firemen?

Editor:

This may cause a great deal | 5P
of controversy. However, I feel{/
that it is my right to express my
opinion of our “Playboy” fire-
men,

The people of Livonia have
X ? been duped again by the fire-
i e men'’s cry of “unfair,” which
happens to be their greatest
talent. Many, or some if you pre-
fer, (and I did not say all) of
our “fair fire-fighters were un-
skilled laborers, drifting from
job to’job. yet unable to cope
with the strain of an eight-hour
shift with eight hours of work
expected. They found what I
have heard them deseribe as “a
cushy joh." The firemen of Li-
vonia “have it made.” These are
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the same men who pushed
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or

through the amendment of ad-
vancement by senority. They
called “Politics, unfair prac-
tices,” because they were not
qualified for jobs with greater
responsibilities. Personally, [
would like to feel, in time of
emergency. that the man with
the best qualifications, not the
most seniority, was making the
decisions. -True, thi§ is a hazard-
ous. occupation, but so is the job
of coal miner, window washer.
steel worker and thousands of
|others too numerous to mention.
Now we have been barraged
with cries of, “I need my hus-
band at home: more. Our chil-
dren need their fathers. It's 24
hours of my life .gone.” What
about our salesmen, our truck
drivers, and other workers who
must be absent from home for
even longer hours? Shouldn't
they too have their hours re-
duced by Charter Amendment?
Who forced these firemen into
their “chosen profession?”
Where were these wives and
children when husband and
ifather chose to be a fireman? If

Position?
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they are immature enough to be
“afraid” at night, why did their
men select this  occupation?
Amidst their cries of “My hus-
band is gone for 24 hours at a
time” are a few advantages they
choose to ignore, or not men-
tion, as the case might be. What
other father is home both day
and night five days out of eight?
Now they will have to spend
only two working days {which is
every ‘other day) to have a
Kelly of three days off. These
men - Have the opportunity to
spend more time with their wives
and children than the average
father. Many of these men even
choose to work a second job on
some of their days off and still
can manage to spend five nights
of eight with their families. Poor
men ! ! The only goal they have
left is to work one day and have
three off. They have summer
vacations, winter vacations, sick
days, early ete. If a

the least. That statement in
the paper about what he would
do if he didn't get his own way
sounded very much like “Hit-
ler” talking. Taking the furni-
ture, etc., out of the fire sta-
tions was in my opinion about
the most idiotic thing I ever
heard of. There are innumer-
able things to be taken into
consideration; to -name one,
what happens if we have a fire
while the.men are out to lunch?
“Just wait till they get back”
sounds like his thinking. I un-
derstand the “GREAT MAN”
is worried about the added
cost, but at the same time he
wants his office completely re-
furnished and hang the cost.

I would suggest if we move
the furniture out of the fire
stations let's move the furni-
ture out of the Mayor's office.
We could get along without a

.

f Tlpe Observer ‘Speak Up’ on Issves of

’\!ayot but I hate to think what
would happen without a cap-
able Fire Department. I am
quite sure the Council could do
a good job of running the City
without the veto power of the
‘Mayor. | really don't know
what the answer is, do you?

I think we all know that
Livonia® being strategically lo-
cated is bound to grow regard-
less of who is Mayor, but these
internal problems that are
easily getting out of ‘hand are
not going to help in the least
and some measure should b
taken to Stop them at once. l
personally think I have one an-
swer for it but I refrain from
putting it in print as it might
be detrimental and cost a lot
of money. I remember you told
the taxpayers in no uncertain
terms what to expect if he were
elected but now it is too late

i
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Current Concern

to go baek v have to go ahead ' Ieast for the time being. It Is°
but the gomg will be slow and |hard to beat “The Power of the
Press, as you know, and this
is I think an issue of prime im-
portance. Won't you give us
your opinion,
Sincerely yours,
CLARENCE M. McINTYRE
vo

one man’s; opinions. I am won-
dering if jt would hurt politic:
ally if “Facts and Opinions™
could devbte: a column to do-
mestic issues:and maybe put a
lot of people’s minds at ease st
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fireman, plays his cards right he
can.stretch a one-week vacation
into 21 days off by starting with
a Kelty, and counting only work
days, not off days, and ending
with an off day. He could sfretch
it even further if he switches
off days or Kellys with a buddy,
and this was before the amend-
ment. They already had 248 days
off a year! How many mow?
About 24 more?
To the many dedicated fire:
men, 1 say, “Congratulations.”
To the sandbaggers, “If the shoe
fits, wear it. Man, you sure do
have it made”” To Mayor Moetke,
of whom I am not an ardent ad-
mirer, I say, “I hope you stick
to your guns and get more than
one-third of the firemen’s time

spent on “work-days” working,
not slecping, eating and relax-

ing. 1 am tired of supporting-a
“Shangri-La" for Livonia's fire-
men.
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ON REQUEST
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Candidate’s Thanks

Editor:

1 would like to take this op-
purtumty to congratulate the
winners of the recent election
and to extend to all of them my
best wishes for a coopcral_ive
and P!
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of our state government.

My grateful appreciation to
those who worked for me and
voted for me in the past elec-
tion. Let us all unite to keep
Michigan on the go.

Very truly yours,
LONNIE H. BRASHEAR

)
We Need Wisdom
Editor:
Your Facts and Opinions of
Nov._4 place you far above the
average politician in your
analysis and dedication to the
principles upon which this na-
tion was founded.

We can and are equipped to
use our great weaith and tech-
nology to end poverty and ex-
ploitation of our land and her
people.

All we lack is the wisdom
and courage which was care-
fully spelled out by the framers
of our Constitution and Bill of
Rights. And long before that the
lowly Jewish Carpenter of Na-
zareth gave mankind a formula
which seems not te impress the
powers of suspicion, fear and
hate at all.

The world, hungry and \\Em
of war, watches while we de-
cide whether to Implement our
ideals or go the way of ancient
Rome.

CLARA M. VINCENT
Livonia

o
One Man Rule

Editor:

Well lbe elections are all
over, and | suppose to the win-
ners go the spoils. I want to
congratulate you on your suc-
cess and 1 feel you will do an
excellent job just as you did
as Representative. I suspect
you will find a lot of strangers
up there again and it may again
be lonesome for awhile but I

X |know you are capable of over-

coming a little. obstacle like
that. More power to you, and
the very best of luck.

I feel sure you are aware
that you are leaving our Livonia
politics in quite a mess. T was
wondering if before you left
you could drop another bomb
in your paper that would shake
things up a bit. The last one
you exploded certainly seitled
the Mayoralty issue, and I am
wondering if something couldn’t
couldn’t be done to bring this
man down ‘off of cloud nine
and make him a little more
reslistic, at least to realize
there are other people in the
world with opinions and that
be can’t always be the only
one who is right.

This mess over the Fire.De-
partment really has me (and a
lot of others) burned up to say
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