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Earmithon:Wbman Finds Happiness
In Volunteer Service for Children

i- By JOY STINSON

How many stories have been
written about the volunteer
worker who has given a lifetime
of service to those not so for-
tunate?

#Each of these.women has her
own story to tell us as to why
she has devofed hundreds of
hours helping in hospitals and
homes or “working on_charity
projects and drives. Most of
these women say they feel they
are so fortunate themselves
that they have a strong need to
help others who have not been
equally blessed with good
health, a happy home or average
mental capibilities.

This is the, story of a
‘woman slightly different from

the usual volunteer worker.

Similarly, Mrs. Philip Sills of
Farmington feels she bas been
blessed. -So, for years she has
devoted a good portion of her
time to helping others. Be-
cause of her great love for
‘children, much of her work
has been with the young who
are handicapped.

Presently she is devoting all
her energies to physical therapy
for the Children at the Ply-
mouth State Home and Train-
ing School for mentally retard-
ed. .

Here the image of the fami-
liar volunteer worker ends.

Mrs, Sills is almost totally
Dlind.

You'd never guess that she

can distinguish only light from
dark when she goes about her
work. Every Saturday from 8:30
a.m. until noon, you'll find her
in front of the First Farming
ton Savings and Lozn selling
_the nationally known Cherry-
dale candy to benefit the Ply-

;. Mrs. Philip sms sells a bahy
outfit for [the benefit of the
Plymouth Tlxte Home.

mouth State Home and Train-
ing School. She also sells Christ-
mas cards and her own handi- i
work.

- Wednesdays and at least
one weekend day are spent
at the Home. Mrs, Sills took

a special 18-hour course which

qualifies her to do physical

therapy.

‘Ten to'12hours. each Wednes-
day are devoted to this wor
She helps and encourages chil- !
dren o sard and valk. (Almast
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70 percent of the children at
the Home have motor difficul-
ties.) She feeds them, loves
them or just amuses them.

For her time, Mrs. Sills feels
that the rewards are great, al-
though these children.will never
be entirely normal.

“T'll never forget the day one
little nine-year-old girl ecried
out ‘look Mrs. Sills, I'm walk-
ing! She was a spastic with
brain damage and these were
the first three difficult steps of
her life,

“I also remember the ex-
pression on a seven:year-old
boy's face when he first stood
alone for me,” she recalled.
“Today this same boy is back
home walking on crutches and
goes to a special education
class.” .

The stories of success — no
matter how small—are count-
less and equally rewarding.

Looking back on her life, Mrs,
Sills says she always wanted
to be a nurse.

“But at the time 1 was young,
it didn’t seem to be the highly
thought of profession it is to-
day," she recalled.

Mrs. Sills became actively en-
gaged in fullscale volunteer
work 15 years ago. Since raising
two daughters (she now takes
special pride in five grandchil-
dren), she has spent time car-
ing for cancer patients, helping
the Lapeer State Home and
Training School and the Fort
Custer Army base where there
were hundreds of retarded chil-
dren,

Her volunteer work has
been interrupted only once.

Although her eyes were
slowly failing, seven.anda-
half years ago, Mrs. Sills went
almost totally blind.

“I woke up one morning
and longer could see,” she
said. “They immediately took
me fo a hospital”

In almost a four months stay,
she underwent three eye opera-
tions for a detached retina. They
did not restore her sight.
Since that time she has had
only slight vision in one eye,
being able to distinguish light
from dark objects. And, it is
feared that even that may
eventually be lost.

“One year ago the diagnosis
was told to Mrs. Sills—cancer
of the eye.

“But the cancer actually was
discovered long ago and I'm
still okay. My husband had can-
cer back in 1946 and he also
is fine today, so you sce we are
very fortunate,” she said.

Even though this bare mini-
mum of sight may fail, Mrs.
Sills still lives in hope. She
bases her strong will on her
belief that, “We are. all God's,
children and he will take care

“As long as the children pray ,
for me—and they do—I'm sure
this bit of sight wen't go.”

Four years ago — shortly

after moving to Farmington—
Mrs, Sills became interested
in the Plymouth State Home
after taking a tour of their
building. At that time, the
Iacillrics were located in
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5 1960 they
mmed to a larger 250-acre
site in Northville right on
the Plymouth - border. They
took the mame of Plymouth
so not to be confused with
the Northville State Home.
Presently there are 900 pa-

tients at the Home ranging in

age from a few months to 20

years, However, when facilities

are expanded — hopefully by
1970—the home will be able to
handle 1,800 to 2,500 patients
from every age group, according
to William Boyd, communily
relations director of the Home.

Eventually they will take all
types of retarded {rom the very
serious to the trainable end
educable.

For these goals of expansion,

Mrs. Sills has worked diligently.

“When she is not at the
THome, she is busy in the com:
munity doing any type of pro-
ject necessary and spreading
the word about the needs of
mentally retarded children,”

Boyd says of one of hls busi-
est workers.

‘With the loss of her evesight,
instead of slowing down her
volunteer pace, she has stepped

it up.

Blindness has - caused few
‘problems for her. In seven
years, she has adapted to her
handicap in a way that seams
to be reserved for those blind
since birth.

“f can't sew as fine as 1 used
to," she says. “And, have to
beg for a ride to the hospital.
Although, someone Is always
there to help me out, particu-
lary my daughter.

“My husband says if the work
means that much to me,
should take 2 cab.” But with
the amount of time she spends
at the home, cab fares would
cause a considerable drop in the
budget.

Presently Mrs. Sills is wrap-
ped up in Christmas prepara-
tions.

She plans a turkey dinner for
several of the children at her
house some time prior to the
holidays. She frequently enter-
tains children who have parent-
al consent to leave the Home.
For those who can’t, she show-
ers them with “treats.”

This year, Christmas day at
the Home will be just as
spirited as last year. In 1963,
a truck arrived with more
than 600 Christmas glits.
Some Mrs, Sills purchased
herself by clipping coupons.
Still more were donated sec-
ond hand. Those in meed of
repair, she fixed herself.

Again this year, Mrs. Sills
already has begun to wrap her
truck load of toys, although
more are still needed. And Mr
Sills also.will be in the Christ-
mas act. Much to the glee of
the boys and girls, each year he
dons a Santa Claus suit and
distributes the gifts on Christ:
mas day.

In the years Mrs. Sills has
helped. others, her circle of
{riends has grown.

Last Saturday she visited 2
boy who had been at the Home,

He was quick to show his friend
how he could read.

“He Was reading just lovely,
when the words became more
difficult. He got excited and
cried “too much words'.” These
are the treasured experiences
of Mrs. Sills for a job well done.

For her work and energies,
she asks nothing in return.

But for the children, she does
have some requests.

“Help is urgently needed,”
she says. “No matter how
much or little time you have
to devote, there is a job to
be done.”

Anyone interested in hospital
work—physical therapy or just
helping with the children—are
asked to call the Community
Relations Office at GL 3-1500
for information and to register
for the volunteer orientation
classes which are held the first
two Tuesday mornings of the I
month from 9:30 until 11:30

"If this is not convenient vol-
unteers are needed to sell the
Cherrydale candy. Those in-
terested should call Mrs, Sills
at GR Qr, to make
Christmas complete at the

Home, new and usable second i

hand toys may be dropped off
at Mrs. Sills home, 23854 Bea-
con Drive, Farmington.

Tyler P.T.A.
Wbrkshop Starts

A foursession parent-educa-
tion workshop in’ children's lit-
erature will begin Tuesday, Nov.
24, at 8 pm. in the library of
Tyler Elementary School.

Dr, Beatrice Bowen, Li-
vonia Public Schools’ coordi-
nator of children's literature
at the clem:ntau level, will
conduct this series to acquaint
interested parents with the
quality and variety of reading
material available for their
children.

The workshop meetings will
take place Nov. 24, Dec, 1 and
8, and will conclude on Dec, 15.

There is a charge of $.50 per
person for materials and dupli-
cating costs. All Tyler school
 parents are welcome.

Madeline Rice

Mrs. Dawn Rice,
Lezxington, Redfard Town-
ship, announces the engage-

15536

ment of her daughter,
Madeline Dawn to- Thomas
Corey Saylor of Deerfzeld

JC Auxiliary Babysitting
Clinic - Graduates 19

Nineteen, Redford Township
girls ages 1218 received their
“Babysitting Certificates” after
completing an examination
Tuesday evening, Oct.'27, 1864.

This brought 'the Redford
Jaycee Auxiliary's Babysitting
Clinic to a climax with refresh-
ments of punch and assorted tea
cookies at the end of this last
session.

The clinic was held in the
community room of the Red-
ford Police Statlon. Initiated
in the township by the auxill-
ary last year, it consisted of
five weekly sessions,

The series of educational
talks began' with State Trooper
Kaiser from the 7 Mile-Grand
River Post on Sept. 20, He gave

that time as to the exact

ates,

Auxiliary members assisting
In this commuaity service proj-
ect are Mrs. Roy Jurva, Mrs.
Bob Cotter, Mrs. Jim Reaume,
Mrs, Ken Kelsey, Mrs. Don
Scott, and Mrs.- Bud McArthur.
Mrs. John Krathwohl was di-
rector in charge.

Five Win

Mum Plants

At Dinner’

Five door prizes of mum
plants were awarded at the
VFW Smorgasbord Nov. 8.

The winners were: Wes Hoff-
man; N. McCracken; Gary
Krumm; Bill Fletcher; and Kurt
Erickson.
ly 700 dinners

WOMAN'S INFLUENCE
Today, four out of five home

were served by the Plymouth
VFW Auxmnry at the Pmt

,wife, but the wife’s . influence |

improveménfs are first suggest. Home on Lilly R
ed by women. Most often thé
decision to improve a home-is
made jointly by husband and

Smorgasbord table was awarded
to Tony Bonjivanni.

foi PAINTINGS

‘most often prevails.
A good way to tell suburban |
wives about 3our home. -im-

graduate of Redford Umon
High School, attended East-
ern Mzc}ugun University
and is now employed by the
U. of M. Personnel Division
in Aun Arbor. Mr. Saylor is
a graduate of Eastern Mich-
igan University and is now
a teacher-coach in the Hud-
son’ Michigan Junior High
School. The marriage will
be solemnized Saturday, De-
cember 12; of o candle-
light l‘eremony at  Saint
Paul’s Presbyterian Church
of Livonia.

Classes
at Heart
Center

“Heart' of the Home" classes
in work simplification and body
mechanics will be offered in
Birmingham for the benefit of
homemakers with limitations of
hme, en ergy or physical ca-
pacity.

Classes \ull be heid Dec. 1
and 8. 1964, from 1 pm. to 3
p.m, at the Oakland County
Heart Information Center, 296
Hunter Blvd., Birmingham.

In announcing the free classes,
Mrs. Pell Hollingshead, of Bir-
mingham, co-chairman of the
Oakland County Heart Informa-
tion Center, stated that “while
all persons can benefit from "this
kind of instruction, it has $pecial
meaning to people with heart or
cireulatiory ailments. Experience
has shown that the classes have
great ‘value for many p‘hysically
handicapped individuals as well
as for those who must conserve
their energy.”

Registration may be made and
further information may be ob-
tained by calling the Heart In-
formation Center, 644-096%. -

Mason PTA Learns
About Reading

The Mason School PTA meet-
ing was held on Monday eve-
ning, Nov. 9, in the activities
room. Parents and teachers en-
joyed coffee and dessert during
the busmess session of the eve-

Spen}.er of the evening was
Mrs. Clarce Stafford, former
Livonia reading consultant,
who is presently associated
with Wayne State Unlversity.
Mrs, Stafford presented a
most_interesting talk on all
facets of the reading program
as it is taught in our schools
today.

Mason parents also had the
nppnr\uml‘» to view a display of
various books and materials
used in the school library,
which was prepared by M.
Helen Kazanowski, Mason
School librarian.

Jean Sansone, of !‘le “Red-
ford Suburban . League”, also
spoke before the group and

an i nnf formatiy service is with ;)b-
of “Mout 0 server Classified Ads. To reich
Mouth Resuscitation.” the thousands of women who GZ;‘;!;:Z';I“

On Oct. 6, Miss Joan Rider
and Mrs, Delores Ray of the
Wayne County Health Depart-
ment gave & talk on “Infant
Care  *

The Livonla Jaycee Auxill-
ary gave'their speech on “Ac
cidental .Polsoning” Oct. 13.
They also offer the “Accl-
dental Poisoning Clinic” - to
their Livonia community
throughout the year,

On Oct: 20, Mr. Jerry Mont-
gomery, exec. director of the
Greater Detroit Safety Council
delved into the high rate-of ac-
cidents in our homes. His topic

showed via discriptive film how
to prevent such accidents by
simple everyday precautions,

Mrs. Robert Hawley, chair-
man, announced the second
clinic to! be offered will be
given in March. Further in-
formation will be released at

daily read Classified, dial GA
20800 now for an ad-writer.

Mr. Janard has just re-
turned from EUROPE
with the latest hair styles
from the continent!

All Jenardss beauty operators have now
been trained in these latest European
styles. Why not come in todoy?.

!,

.
Wigs & Wiglets
our speciality
HOURS:
Mon., Tues, Wed.,

HAIR STYLES

BURTON HOLLOW SHOPPING PLAZA
Corner 6 Mile and Farmington Roads

GA 2-9883

Thurs. & Frl,,
99

original
oil paintings

CONTEMPORARY AND TRADITIONAL
WORKS BY TALENTED, LOCAL ARTISTS

value priced!

now! everyone
can afford
original -

GA 7-1600
% WONDERLAND

oil paintings

-showed slides the

new children's book, “Binkie
The Clown", recently published
by the League. The book, which
is currently being sold by the
Mason School PTA, contains a
record narratin® the story. Pro-
ceeds of this book are being
donated to am retarded chil-
dren,

Use
Your
Charge

The Farly Birl

Choose from an outstanding
collection of original oils by
Detroit-area artists ., . . now
priced within reach of every-
" one. Lovely scenics, abstracts
and conventional subjects in
all sizes and decor-matching
hues. B

Wards' original oil gallery is
under the direction of Betty
Baldwin and includes works
by many well-known local
artists, The exhibit is open
daily and.you're invited to
come in and browse.

The center m:ce on the <

GE?(S ﬂle Perm

at this special low price
MON,, TUES., WED. ONLY

OUR “FAIREST FIVE"
PERMANENT WAVE

| 595

Includlng halrcut, shampoo and set

FREE!

OIL-PAINTING
LESSONS

Two complete oil - painting
lessons (four hours of in-
struction) to each person
who purchases $10.or more .
of artists’ supplies or mate-

| Hormal Kair Osty

Huv out of bed

you slespy heads on
Monday, Tuesday or
Wednesday and dash
to Carol Brent beauty

The Harris Livonia'Funeral Home is personally supervised by the Harris family.
For more than a half century they have provided outstanding services for the
people of Greater Detroit and, more recently, families of Lwcme and the nearby
communities.

The personality of the Harris' is clearly seen in the unusual consideration given
to members of bereaved families and in their thoughtful attitude toward funeral
expenses. This institution has served five generations in many families.

You are invited to come in or phone the Harris Livonia Funeral Home and

JUST SAY
"CHARGE
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