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Board Chief Po ‘nders College

By MARTHA MAHAN

Chairman John LaRue of

- Schoolcraft College's board

: of trustees would like to take

“ a look back as well as ahead
“* on school affairs.

“I'd like to see astudy on

 what has happened to these

kids" who graduated from

* the'college in years past, he

“How many are we

" said.
ma]ly‘he;&ng’ -

they have to perform to stay,
and some would make good
anyway. A lot have gone on
to four-year universities.

“But how many made good
in the university and how
many have gone on into the
work world and performed
successfully? How many
bave we salvaged? We've
never had a study like that.”

He places an even higher

Schoolcraft has an *“open
0 'admissions  policy
* which lets “almost anybody
. in,” LaRue said. “Of course,

INSURANCE

to the future.

years,” LaRue said.

future again.

population
trends.”

and

priority, however, on looking

“I'd like to see us begin-
nmg to look where we're go-
ing m the next, say, five
“Then
in five years, I'd like to see
the board begin to look at the

“‘We must reexamine some
of our goals,”
“We need to get some esti-
mates of potential student
residence

he declared.

There's been a “sort of a
break in growth in student
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enroliment” lately, LaRue
57 OFFICES said, with some colleges
reaching an  enroliment

plateau and others reporting
a decline.
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“We've got to look over
our growth potential and
whether it’s going to continue
going up at the same rate or
at a different rate and look
at.the various factors,” he
went on.

For example, men students
have been carrying fewer
hours since the Vietnam war
and the draft ended, he ob-
served. Previously, they had
to be fulltime students to
qualify for military defer-
ments.

“Then a year or so ago, we
had a minor recession” and
that affected student hours,
the board chairman said.

“We've got to put all the
facts and opinions together
and try to come up with a
judgment and keep on doing

it from time to time,” he
said.
Moreover, “it's time to

-look at the future not only in
enrollment but in the type of
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A big problem Is cam-
munity recognition ' of
Schoolcraft Coflege. '“A
ot of people don't know
we are there.”
John LaRue

facilities we will need,” he
maintain
“One pvmblem with build-

ings is predicting when yon

have to have them,” he said.
“You can't decide you need a
building and bave it in a
month or two.”

LaRue said he has” no.
“grandiose plans” for his

tenure.

But “whatever we do has
got to be essentially a board
effort and we've got to work
closely with the adminis-
tration and others at the col-
lege.”

He's happy about the
board's recent decision to re-
vise the by-laws to add -an
open study session each
month.

“The meetings were get-
ting pretty long.” he said,
“and many things just can’t
be  covered thoroughly
enough in a meeting once a
monl

He'd like to see counseling
and academic presentations
at the study sessions, as has
been done in the past.

LaRue  concedes = the
Schoolcraft board is widely
regarded as the mosti politi-
cal community college board
in the state.

But he thinks the reputa—
tion undeserved.

“We may be mote politi-
cally conscious than some,”
he said, “but I don't think
politics enters into decisions
of the board. !

“When I joined the board
four years ago it wasn't po-
fitical,” LaRue said. {'In the
past two years or so there
have been some political fig-
ures on it, but I think if you
look at their records you'll
find their votes vsere not
along party lines. ' Many,
many votes were . unani-
mous.

“There have been two ex-
amples of people whose work
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cooling and keepingitcove red orindoors
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With the right ventilation, shade and
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and proper attic ventilation are also

‘your nearest Detroit Edison
office. Or write us: Detroit Edison,
Room 473—CB, 2000 Second
k. Avenue, Detroit, Michigan 48226.

The outdoor portion of
the-unit should be
shaded as much as
possible, at least during

on the board led to further
political office,” he observed.
“But I think the reputation of
being a political board: goes
back more to the nature of
the people who got on it. And
after all, you have fo be
some kind of a political ani-
mal to get elected.”

A bigger problem than pol-
itics, LaRue believes, is the
matter of community recog-
nition.

;A Tot of people don't know
we are there,"” he said.

“Being located in a' big
metropolitan community
where there are 2 lot of
things going on” is a dis-
advantage, he maintained.

The combined population
of Schooleraft's drawing area
is about 200,000, he said.

“If we existed in .a cily
that size about 100' miles
from Detroit, Schoolcraft
would be known,” he de-
clared.

Two other factors prevenl
active student participation
in school affairs, he believes.

One is the fact that around
80 per cent of the student
body works either full or
part time. The other is poor
transportation.

How to stimulate commu-
nity awareness has LaRue
baffled.

“We get ‘wonderful cov-
erage in the Observer,” he
said, “but sometimes I get
the feeling people dont

read.

“We need to try a number
of things” to make folks aw-
are of the campus, LaRue
said. “We've tried cultural
programs and community
programs. The rock’ concert
brought in{ thousands of
young people The wsummer
chamber music  concerts
have been great. Thé Garden
City Center has helped.

“‘The commum!y gardens
have been an attraction. The
open house ‘we held before
the last millage - election
{which we lost) drew others,
and I think we ought to have
some sort of open house ev-
ery few years.

“The spaghetti dinners this
sprmg were very successful
in bringing in high school se-
niors. Making . Schooleraft
known is just a continual
process, and we have to try
a variety of means.”

One difference between
Schoolcraft and the resident
campus is that “many stu-
dents are there just for
classes,”” LaRue said, ad-
ding: “I dont know what
percentage of Schoolcraft
‘students take part in extra
curricular activities but I ex-
pect it is fewer than a col-
lege where the students live
on campus.”

The Garden City Center
was described by LaRue as
“sort of an experiment.”

“We have to see how it

goes bel‘ore: deciding whether
other centers would be use-
ful,” he sald. “The question

y is whemer[ we get enough

students in one plaee to give
a variety of courses.”

e Garden City Center
“by no means is giving a full
program, just some classes.”

It was’established because
of short classrcom space at
the Haggerty Road campus,
distance and the feeling of
“‘Ganign Cityiwas
jin  closely wnh
Schoolcraft,”

Space pmhlems are easing
with construction of an ad
tion to the Applied Scnence
Building and a start on a
Liberal Arts Building.

Continuation of the Gafden
City Center beyend this year
“‘depends on how things go,”
LaRue said, and how well it
“takes care of people.” !

LaRue disagrees with his
board’s recent vote to go on
record as|favoring a board
made up| of one elected
trustee from each of the five
districts with the remaining
trustees elected at large.

for all trustees,

proposal to cut the School-
craft- area into districts for
election purposes.

of three counties,”
"and some, including me,
don't think we need a new
set of dxstncts overlapping
each other.”

wouldn't go.”

He favurs at-large balloting
He called “cumbersome” a

“We already include parts S
he said,

(Schoolcraft takes in the

nickname
College.
“Junior coﬂegea in' some tasks oyer the years with L:-
states -are reg:
13th and 14th grades,” he '
said. “I think that's true in professor at Umverslty o[--
California, for instance, and Michigan.
1 think it’s too bad. I like to |
regard  Schoolcraft

oals

LaRue sees it as. *‘unfortu- subdivision since 1952. He is
nate” the term “Haggerty director of university -and
High" ever got sthrted as a scientific relations for Bend~"
for Schoolcraft ix Corp. and has been ins

‘volved at various volunteer:
as the vonia public schools.
His father was a zoology

Right now LaRoe and s,
young 'wife are looking forward to

le as college students, Sept. 23 when they leave forr
peop ge

Livonia, Garden  City, mot high school students.” ia and a visit with their
Plymouth, Clarenceville and ' son, Mike, who Is attached to’
Northville school districts.) Husky, grey-haired and a  the Peace Corps there.

Moreover, LaRue says the
Schoolcraft  area’s rapid
growth - - - and he cited
Plymoulh and Canton Town-

man who enjoys taiking,
LaRue has been a resident of two other grown children, Eko
Livonia’s Rosedale ‘Gardens len and David.

The LaRues also - havew

ships and Northville . _ _
would *‘make it difficult to
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