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A magnolia tree that

had but one blossom this

sprifig now is bursting-into bloom again with 24 flo-

wers.
Mrs. James Wrenn

of Rockingham Street in

Southfield had decided the buds were forming for
next spring but they didn’t wait.

Surpre Blooms
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The tfee was planted last summer when the
Wrenns converted a rather barren area to a Japa-
nese garden, They made a hill and planted red buds
and a dogwood as well as the magnolia.

The midsummer blooms are a surprise bonus in

the new garden. i
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" Green Thumb

By GEORGE ABRAHAM

If your cucumber vines
were nice and green, but
suddenly tumed yellow and
wilted, you can blame this on
bacterial wilt, a disease
spread by the striped cucum-
ber beetles.

The vines start to bear ni-
cely, then suddenly just wilt
and die. The striped cucum-
ber beetle carries the bac-
\teria.in its body and infects
‘the cucumber plants during
‘its feeding.

Sevin is an excellent mate-
rial for using on your cucum-
ber vines, but don't use it
on cucumbers during periods
of high humidity as it may
cause some burning on young
plants.

Avrelatively new ivy plant
that’s galning in popularity is

the " Swedish ivy or Plect--

ranthus, It's a large family,
and a friend of mine, Gladys
Reed Robinson, has one of
the best collections.

There are over 120 species
of Swedish Ivy native not to

Sweden, but
lands of Asia, Africa and
Polynesia. In some areas
species of Plectranthus are
used as food among the na-
tives since the vines are rich
in starch.

P. australis is a good item
for hanging baskets because
of its trailing habit, Swedish
Ivy makes a fine plant for
the small apartment dweller,
also. They like the same care
that coleus likes, freedom
from direct sun, 72 degs. F.,
a well - drained soil (1 pan

¢h of sand, peat and
logm). Direct sun tums
léaves to displeasing yellow.
Another good feature ‘about
Plectranthus is their freedom
from plant lice and disease.

Are the leaves on your
trees and shrubs turning
brown and drying up? In
many areas this can be due
to dry weather, road salt, or
fumes from cars.

Certain ornamentals such
as  rhododendron, ~azaleas,
Mt. Laurel, pachysandra,

subtmpisf\ and others have leaf spot dis-

eases which show up now.
Tiny black spots (fruiting
bodies of the fungus) can be
seen in the center of the

spots.

Control: Spray with zineb
or maneb (1% tablespoons
per gal. of water) at 10 to 14
day intervals, Cover new leaf
growth. For roses, spray to
prevent black spot disease.
Make applications every 7 to
10 days. Some fungicides to
use are Benomyl, fnlpet ma-
neb and zineb.

GREEN THUMB GJNIC
“Our garden mums are tall
and spindly. Can welplmh
them back now?” i

Ans: No. This will idelay
blooming and you won't have
any flowers. Let them contin-
ue to grow and next year be
sure to start pinching when
the plants are about 8 inches
high, FREE: Send me a self
- addressed, stamped enve-
lope for a free booklet {illus-
trated) “How To Grow, Out-
door Mums.”
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Wood Screen Decorates Drlveway

A driveway is a necessary
part of a modern home, but
generally is not a decorative
feature. This can be reme-
died by adding a screen of
western wood on one side.

On a flat lot, a decorative
screen, combined with plants
on both sides softens the
regular lines of the drive-

INSTRUCTION
BOOK!

STEPAY-STEP.THE
EASY DO-IT-YOURSELF

way. Extending the screen
around the entry adds pri-
vacy for a sitting area.

On a sloping lot, three or
more separate screens set at

Gas Wasted

A car bady in need of a
tuneup can waste to 20
per cent of.a tankful of gaso-
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an angle to the dnveway
lends a graceful look.
Douglas fir and western ce-
dar are popular cbmeq for
outdoor projects. i

line, according to autu ex-
perts. Most cars should be
tuned once-a-year.
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Here s How To Attack

Your

LANSI'NG
Renoynuon and prompt |

, treatment are your best pro-

tection against infection from |
poison ivy and sumac. this |
summer, according to two
Michigan St:ate Unlvets:ty

specialists. |

Horticulturist Stanley Ries
and Dr. Elizabeth Hulchin-
son, assistant clinical profes-
sor o! dermatology in MSU’s
Department - of Medicine,
suggest the following 'to
avoid the “itches” this sum-
mer:
A good aid is the US. De-¢
partment of Agriculture iden- |
tification guide entitled ‘“Poi- |
son 1vy, Poison Oak and Poi-
son Sumac: ‘Farmers’ Bulle-|
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i ment Printing Otfice Wash-

, D.C., 20402 :Single
copies are 10 ceats.
Hyou come in contact with

poisonous plants, wash your-
self and your clothes. Soap
or detergent in rumning wa-
" ter will remove poisonous:
olls, says Dr. Hutchinson.
Use cleaning fluid on
clothes that must be dry
cleaned. If you take clothes
to a dry cleaner, let him
know they are contaminated.
Serub door handles, tools
: and furniture that might be
8lso contaminated.
‘ Remove plants you find in
| your yard or fieids by dig-
! ging them up or by using
suuh herhuds as ahn(mle

n Ivy Itch

trade names

Weedazol end Ammawx
The USFDA' bulletin . de-
scribes removal methods:

At the first signs of pulsm-
ing - bumpy red spots in
streaks -~ apply cool, wet

soda in your bath.
“The rash itself is not con-

. lagious," the dermatologist

ys. “Once the oils have
heen washed off, contact
with & person affected with
poison ivy is harmless.; And
scratching doesn’t spread the
blisters.”
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A poison ivy or sumac rash
can be by direct
mntact, by brushing against

\‘

v
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contaminated people or ob-"
. jects, or from smoke as the

plants are bumned, Dr. Ries

says. X :
“You are more likely to e
comter poison Ivy than su-.
mac in Michigan, he adds.

ers de- - Symptoms may appear a few:

hours or even as long as five.
days after contact.
If you must be in 2 poison-
ivy or sumac infested area,-
_use protective formulas sug-;
gested in the bulletin such as
a ferric chloride and glycer-
ine solution, cottonseed or ol-
ive oil, or petrolatum.
According to Dr. Hutchin-
son, some people with ex- :
tremely sensitive skin can be,
immunized against pmson‘
ivy. But treatment must be-2
gin in winter and be carried;
on throughout the season.” |}
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