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The

.G"reen Thumb

By GEORGE ABRAHAM
i

~

. Now's a good time to' take

a walk along the roadside,
fields, and woodlands to get
flowers. leaves and seed pods
suitable for use in winter
bouquets.

The list is endless. Some of
the wild plants that can be
gathered and hng upside
down to dry in a warm room
include cattails, milkweed
pods. golden rtod, Queen
Anne's lace. sumac, curly
dock. yarrow and many wild
grasses. .

In' your garden, plants
known as everlastings are
ideal for drying in your ga-
rage or attic. Such plants in-
clude strawflowers, globe
amaranth, _ statice, money
plant and celosia.

Many gardeners dry . their
flowers in a mixture of sand

flowers very rapidly, and
thereby flower color is often
better preserved. We've had
some flowers dry in this ma-
terial in 36 to 48 hours.

NOTE: Silica - gel mst be
used in an air - tight contain-
er, or it will absorb moisture
from the air and flowers will
dry ' poorly. Tt can be used
over and over again.

Here are some ilems you
can dry either in silica or bo-
rax: marigold, zinnia, aster,
vose, dahlia, chrysanthe-
mum, carnation, larkspur,

ium and

Homeowners Warned

Of Waterproofing Methods

i
Want to end that leaky
basement  problem  : per-
manently? ¢
Many,~MichiganHome-
ownery find the summer
months’ the best time to get
to the root of the problem,
but before you do, the Mich-
igan Consumers Council ad-
vises that you contact sev-
eral waterproofing  com-
panies first, since claims and
guarantées are as varied as
the methods used.
Homeowners generally
have two methods to choose
from in walerproofing their
One method con-

Before you put flowers in
the idrying material, remove
the: stems. Then get some
wire from the florist and
make stems for the flowers.
Use a piece of wire four to
six ‘inches long, and place a

sists of injecting a mineral
Substance into  the  soil
around the house, while the

house or inside the basement
to find the leak.

Companles using the in-
jection method claim that
when the substance comes in
contact with water it ex-
pands to form a seal around
the leaky spot in the base-
ment wall, making it imper-
mesable to moisture,

While the major attraction
of this method is that it does
not require extensive dig-
ging, there is some specula-
tion as to its effectiveness,
since the operator cannot see
the leak he is supposedly
plugging.

Exterior or interior digging
to expose the foundation al-
lows the contractor to see
the leaks, which he can then

Guarantees issued by wa-
terproofing companies also
vary in‘length and effective
date. Some  guarantees ask
consumers to wait 9 days
after i ion before com-

charges that may be In-
curred is a must in any home
improvement  tramsaction,
the council advises, and of
course, get it in writing.

C are also ad-

plaining about the job, while
others go into effect imme-
diately © after installation.
Length ; of protection can
vary from one to five years.
Besides checking claims
and methods, the council ad-
vises prospective buyers to
ask for references from oth-
er buyers or ask to see com-
pleted work. Reputable firms
are always willing to supply
prospective  buyers  with
names ;of satisfied custom-

ers.
Asking

other  involves
around the outside of the

plug with a f sub-
stance.

of all work to be
done and sany additional

for bids and fall -

vised to withhold final pay-
ment until the job is com-
pleted to satisfaction.

To check on the reliability
of home improvement firms,
contact your local Chamber
of Commerce, the Better
Business Bureaus in Grand
Rapids and Detroit, or_the
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NEED
A HOME?
”  What if there was a company’

L. that sl homes .. . and trusted peopla . .. especially do it youtselter
WHAT!

Michigan “Ce Coun-
cil, 525 Hollister Building,
Lansing, MI 45533,
Complaints may be regis-
tered with the Consumers
Council or the Consumer
Protection Division of the At-
torney General's Office, Law
Building, Lansing, M 48913.
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