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‘Governor Williams . . .

participated last week in some skirmishes on px
‘posals to.change. the method of naming delegates
to-a convention to rewrite the Michigan consti-
‘tution. He made his position clear—he and big
Iabior are trying every way they can to change
thé:eanstitution so that Detroit’s labor forces apd
thé Democrats can take over control of the stalte

<

so. completely there could never be a change.

- Ibs a little involved; but nevertheless very
plain-and definite. Michigan voters every 16
vesrs have a referendum on the question of con-
stitutional revision, and that’s coming up next
fallii The legislature, which is' Republican, had

" passed a bill to provide for partisan; elections for
delegates. The constitution is silent on this pro-
cedure, but is rather explicit in that choice of
delegates must be by senatorial districts. Wil-
lizms vetoed the Republican bill

=1 choice of delegates is by senatorial dis-
triets (which presently have a Republican major-
ity) the state constitution would be revised by Re-
publicans, If delegates were elected by another
plan, and especially by representatives’ districts,
it’s likely the Democrats and labor forces would
rewrite the constitution. There is no other plan
speeified in the constitution, however—although
labor would like to figure out some way to attain
this. )

This battle for reapportionment of represen-
tation by population has been going on not only
in Michigan but many other states for years.
Usually there is no possibility the state constitu-

tions will ever be rewritten, because city and out-
_state_groups are to suspicious of each other—
justifiably so, we presume. .

Small town and rural people will often admit
they_are over-powerful because their legislative
vepresentation is strong enough under the present
systém to balance the populated areas. They feel
better state government results,

. Heavily populated areas think they should
have stronger répresentation because of their
numbers. Historically that pits labor againsk the
rural groups.

So every 16 vears we have a referendum,
a constitutional ‘convention usually fails beca

« when it comes everyone is so thoroughly confu
or inflamed that a continuation of -the pres
constitution appears desirable.

Maybe no change is better than the alterna-

and
use
sed
ent

tive 'of having the constitution re-written by big, _viien convention
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 Junk Mail . . . |

could be stopped by householders simply by
ing out a form if a bill introduced in Congress|
cently were passed. We believe we're right in-our
understanding Congressman Broomfield was pne
of the sponsors, along with other congressmen
from heavily populated areas where the problem
is greatest. i :
Residents in some of these districts have
complained -at the large numbers of handbills,
throwaways, brochures, booklets, form letters
-and other junk mail cluttering up their mailboxes
and doorsteps. .
Their point: postmen would carry less j
mail, eould work faster with first class mail,
probably decrgase postal costs overall.
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Your Picture . . . .
will appear on your driver’s license one of these
days, as a result of legislation just passed in
Michigan. Won't be for awhile yet, for the legis-
_lature didn’t appropriate funds to start the pro-
gram—but it undoubtedly will in a year or two.
We can see the point of the backers—bank-
ers, liquor licensees and law enforcement officers
hoping to cut down on use of borrowed and
,forged identification papers. We're curious now
to learn if other states have this, and how effec-
tive it.has been. . :
k e fes e .
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NOVI — Plans for a multi-million
dollar race track and sports pavil-
ion in Novi_ are still very njuch
alive, it was disclosed last week.

Only a stalemate over sale of

the track site has been holding up
constructi said B. F. Gregoric,
one of the ‘principal backers of. the
rack. Gregoric said construction
of the $3,500,000 structure can; be-
gin “immediately” after the land
sale is finally comp!]‘elcd. {

Gregoric stated that his group’s
option on the track site — north of
Grand River near Meadowbrook
Road — had run out. The sale is
now beingire - negotiated with the
owner of the site; Dr. August Hol-

comb. H . |
The race track issue has been
dormant for more than a yearand
many Novi residents and some of-
ficials have speculated that plans
for the elaborate sports center: had
died a quiet death. |
“We are very certain that! the
track in Novi will be built,” ‘Gre-
goric said. No change in plans have
been made, he added. :
—The Novi News |
(Editor's Note: This is the same |
race track and sporls arena; ori- |
ginally planned for_a site i the |
western part of Farmington Town-
ship but which was turned down by
a referendum vote of the people).

PLYMOUTH — City voters; will
be asked this fall to approve the
shle of liguor by ‘the glass, it was ,
disclosed last week by the manage!
of the Mayflower Hotel. - H i

He revealed his plan_at a meet- |
ing of the board of directors of the |
Chamber of Commeree and | they *
later adopted a resolution support- -
ing the proposal. ;

““The present dry law is discrimi-
natory ini its effect on business
within the city™, the C. of C. résolu-
tion said. “It also places an undue
competitive burden upon city; busi-
ness as compared to similar] busi-
nesses lying just outside the eity,”
the resolution also stated. . !

The hotel manager sited s¢veral
cases where more competition plan-
ned just outside the City of Ply-
mouth in the future will make it
extremely difficult for the hotel to
continue _operations unless it is
permitted to sell liquor.

—The Plymouth Mail

BIRMINGHAM — By the end of
May the:Birmingham branchiof the
League of Women Voters will have
contacted its first thousand people
urging a “yes” vote in November
on calling a state -constitutional re-

'

Skits or speakers can be grrang?
ed for through Oclober by area or-
ganizations by contacting Mrs. Wil-
liam Hammond, 998 Brooklawn,
Birmingham. i

“The'League is using every op-
portunity to see that volers are in-
formed on the arguments in favor|
of a yole ‘for’ the convehtion,”| |
G. N. Hiltinger, chairman of the| |
committee on constitutional revi-| |
sion for Birmingham League, said.
“A complete revision of the con-
stitution is needed in order to mod-
ernize it for today's needs. Un
like the federal constitution, which)
is basic, concise and flexitile, the
Michigan constitution was \written.
in 1908-with a great deal of detail
which is now out of date.”” .

—The Birmingham Eccentric |

SOUTH LYONS — An overwhels
ming vote of approval was cast last
week by property owners in Srmlh1
Lyon for bond issues totalling 3375,
000 to be used for construction of
new sewage disposal plant. The
new plant will replace the coms i
munity’s present sewage tréatment
facilities, considered by, state ;
health authorities as being inade-
quate to handle present loads:
Constructed more than 20 years
ago, it was designed to handle a
capacity of 1,000 persons. At the
present time it is handling' sewage
waste for approximately twice that
number. - ! I

Present plans eall for having the
new sewage disposal facilities if
operation by mid - 1959. |

—The South Lyon Heral

SOUTHFIELD — One of th
more spectacular benefits to be de;
rived from completion of the incor;
poration of Southfield as a city b
adoption of the proposed charter i
expected to be better m:\d;.

Except for privileges specifically
granted by general Michigan la
or special legistation, Southfield
township is but a tax collectios
agency for Oakland County. It ha
no control of its some 200 imiles ol
roads and is given no money by thy
Oakland County Road Commission
for:their care. |

|

Whether or not the township i
getting its fair share of rond main
tenance from the road funds give
the county by the state from weigh
and gas taxes is a question ofté
asked. Local officials claim counl.

that they have never been able i
get a satisfactory answer to the !
question of local allocation of road ‘
money. . ! :
Under city status, weight and .
gas tax payments would be made i
directly to Southfield to be used b
department of public works on
"roads. Funds from the state in
weight and gds. payments would
nin’ abou ﬂgg,ooo per year, it has
been ‘indicated.
w~The Four Corners Press.

4,581 families read The Farming-
ton Enterprise every week.
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- InComing State
h POLITICAL SIGNS OF 1958

of the year.
Both major parties are busy|

Sees Voter as “Man of the Year”

Political Battle

point toward the voter as the man

trying to put down rebeliions. A

change of philosophy might be ip the making for Republicans, but

Democrats envision their brighte.
* The developments make the
Nov. 4 will decide the kind ol
for at least two more years.

Gov. Williams, at the crest of 4
decade of power, is seeking hij
sixth consecutive year.

Republicans have two candidates
ready for the primary with an
other said to be ready in the wings,

| Democrats were the first to ru
into trouble. .

A group of rebels headed by
former Congressman Frank B.
Hook, of Iron River, charged that
Williams and labor bosses ar
“leading the state down the road {
socialism.”

They argue the loyal, oldtim
Democrat is being read out of thi
party, with Williams and “the
crew-cuts” of a latter - day liberal
wing taking command and running
the show.

State Chairman Neil Staebler inl-
mediately denounced the rebels.

Republicans hope the group will
help them. It has already cntered
a slate in the Democratic primary
for the first time since William
became the party choice for govel
nor in 1948. The campaign caj
show how much opposition ‘there
to the governer within his party.

Williams will be going into the
clection with Senator John B.
Swainson (D-Detroit) as his run-
ning mate. Democrats are alread
guessing whether they will win by
300,000 or 600,000 votes.

wE T

Dissention among Republicans is
on a more idealistic plane.

The active 14th district organiz;
tion in Detroit has repudiatc
“modern Republicanism,” char.
ing it is a ‘“‘me-too™ approa
doomed fo defeat from the bette:
organized Democrats.

They call for a return to tradi-
tional conservative Republicanism.
GOP leaders are fearful that the
split-off will cause trouble when all
are asked to back the candidate af-
ter the primary.

Considerable support for the con-

@

t hour in Michigan.
voter a king whose decision next
government the state will have

servative approach has developed
among some legislators, who are
prossuring Semator Edward Hul-
chinson (R - Fennville) to earry
| their banner. -

'

The most Jikely Republican can-
didate is Paul D. Bagwell, profes-
sor of communications skills at
! Michigan State University, who

B \hns a leave of absence without pay.

t His salary runs to $1,400 a month
"at the University.

. , —
| * Anoter candidate is little-known
1Richard I. Moore, a Wayne auto-
I mobile salesman. His present poli-
i tical obscurity is reminiscent of
{1948 when the politicians asked,
“Who's Williams?™

Bagwell is 44, three years young-
er that Williams, and is nationally
known as an educator and as once
national president of the Junior
Chamber of Commerce. -

He suffered a football iniury 25
vears ago and the complications of
polio made him permanently dis-
abled. He walks with a cane.

Bagwell, who led the Republican
ticket two years ago as candidate
for auditor general, has led March
of Dimes campaigns and other
civie undertakings in Michigan.

Superimposed over the bicker-
ings in cach party and the formal
appearance of candidates is the
state of the state’s finances and
those of its people.

Michigan's state treasury is
headed for a deficit that could
climb to $65,000,000 next year.
More {han 415,000 workers are job-
less. . More government services
are needed for an expanding popu-
lation. | |

The search for answers to the
problems has created still another
campaign issue.

Williams is secking a bigger bud-
get and more taxes, pinpointed on
corporations and banks.

Republicans are seeking to cut
spending in state government and
to delay new taxes

L
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SECRETARY BENSON
LISTS “FICJIONS"
Sceretary of Agriculture, Ezra

Taft Benson, recently appeared be-
fore the, newspaper, |television and
radio reporters covering the .na-
tion's capitol — at one of the famed
Press. Club Juncheons. In the course
of his formal address he cited a
number of “fictionls” concerning
the farm problem which he asked
the Washington repprters to help
him expose to the people ‘of Amer-
jca. Among the “ficfions” were:

“Fiction — That e higher farm
incomes inithe pas| were due to
rigid price supports.{This is untrue.
The fact is that it was war—the in-
satiable demands ofj war and war-
time inflation — and not price sup-
ports — that forcéd prices up.
Farmers sold all théy produced at
well above|support Jevels. In fact,
their prices would have been high-
er yet had|it not b
ment imposed pried ceilings!

“Fiction — That High rigid price
supports e3n hold up farm income
even though surpluses accumulate.
This is-untrue and the faet is that
there was|just ong year between
1847 and 1955 that firm income did
not declind. In all these years until
i high rigid price sup-
in effedt. Our presem
farm problem’ defeloped  under
such price supports. If high rigid
price supports werp the answer,
we would have no problem.

Doesn't Help Small Farmer

“Fiction — That |the old support
program helps the small farmer. It
does not. The factf is that more
than half of our farms market only
9 per cent of agripultural. produc-
tion. Obviously most of the govern-
ment dollars are routed in the dir-
ection of the bigger producers.

“Fiction — Thqt most farm
prices and income: ! today are gov-
ernment supportedfiand on an arti-
ficial basis. Thisli is false.
treth is that most| farm products
are being sold cqmpetitively and
on frec markets. Only 19 crops,
plus dairy products are heing sup-
ported — out of 250 commedities
that farmers -produce. More than
four - fiflhs (82.2 per cent) of our
costs for price ilization in fis-
cat 1956 and 1957 |,were for four
commoditics. Whpat and cotton
alone accounted for more than 18
per cent of the tolal cost of our
price ilization| programs.

Government Can’t  Control

“Fietion — That|agricultural pro-
duction can be successfully con-
trolled by government action. It
cannot. The fact is that since 1940,
the per acre yield pf corn has risen
56 per cent — wheat 40 per cent —
cotton 67 per cemt. Last vear's
vields of ‘all majoy crops averaged
27 per cent above |the 1947-49 level.
To control crops pffectively so as
to maintain price [2t 90 per cent of
parity would mean setting  allot-
ments -impossibly low. Congress
would never vote such controls. No
Secretary of Agriculture could ef-
fectively cnforce them. And Amer-
ican farmers jusf, woulda't stand
for such regimentption.

“Fiction — Thaf farm programs
of this ini: ion are driving
people off the farmis and undermin-
ing the family: farm. This is not

ports wer

only false — it's)| rediculous. The
family farm has been, is now and
always will be' the backbone of

American agriculfure — operated
by the most efficient farmers in all
the world. The size of the family
farm is changing, but fortunately
for America, there is no weaken-
ing of its moral dr economic foun-
dations.”
H Farmers A
Seeretary Bens

d Freedom

n also said in his

Press Club speech: “1f the voices

of 22 mitlion farn] people in Amer-

jea could be crystalized into onc

voice, it would I feel sure, demand
(Continued dn Page 8B)
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO (April 20, 1933)
Valuation Slash

planned in the near future to bring about a great reduc-

operty valuati i i ‘Township iek to

eater lowering of taxes than has been achieved thus far.

of citizens, with whom township officials are reportedly

11 start work shortly toward this end. The development

ows a meeting of taxpayers held last month in Bond School. Two

ere formed—aone on township finance, headed by Ernest:
er on the welfare situation, headed by Isaac |

Action §

Bond, former supervisor and county rond commissioner. Mr. Bond

said (hat a n

umber of larger ‘taxpayers are agreed that the lowering

of valuations is.the one’best and most certain way to bring about

low

er taxes.| Supervisor Arthur Coe Is in agrcement, he added.
| drid-Month Sales

Farmington’s business section experienced an active week-end *

last Friday and Saturday when merchants of the town joined in “Mid- i

Month Barg;
acquaint th
trading cen
came to to

on

granted hy

the

in Days"| designed to stimulate business activities and
-people throughout this section with Farminglon as a
er. Large numbers of visitors from various directions :
in during thhe two days.

TEN YEARS AGO (April 22, 1948)

i Roller Skating Rink
Permission to operate a roller skating rink at the Maccabee Hall
St. Frarleis Street near Eight Mile Road in Clarenceville was
he Farmington Township Board this week. A licensé for

operation of the rink was issued to Gerald Cichoracki of 20954

Dev@nshim Mr. Cichoracki and his wife will operate thhe rink with
skating each evening from 8 to 11 p.an. The rink will be opened the
first part of May.

to go to classes

Students Strike
group of students at Clarenceville High School refused

A large
Tuesday morning in profest to the dismissal of Lloyd

Samuels, Clarenceville coach and instructor. The students formed a
picket line butside the high school building on Middlebelt Road. Es-
timated as to the number-of students participating in the demonstra-
tion ranged from 150 to 300 students. The students returned to classes ,

in

the afternoon. The student protest followed action by the School

Board not to renew Samuels’ contract for the coming year based on
charges matle against him of non-cooperation and dissention.

'
FIVE YEARS AGO (April 23, 1953)
| . New Ordinances
A proposed ordinance prohibiting the removal of top soil and *

another setling up provisions for the instatlation of culverts on pri-
vate property were introduced at the City Council meeting this week.

The qrdinance concerned the removal of top seil prohibits both the -
lowering n(| grade below the official street level as well as the dump-

ing of loos

earth above the official street grade. The proposed cul-

vert ordinance prohibits the blocking or plugging of any natural .

drainage. I
verts wher

character t:
self in whal

also provides for the replacement or installation of cul-
proper drainage is being impaired.

We want the spirit of America to be efficient; we want American -
be efficient; we wanl American character to display it-

I may, perhaps, be allowed to call spiritual efficiency—

clear disinterested thinking and fearless action along the right lines

of thought. —Woodraw Wilson
. A gool woman  flees from temptation but a man just crawls
away from it in the hope that it may overtake him. N

—Natiqnal Safety News
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(Ne‘nr 9- Mile) ‘

| .
W‘c know that you'll cnjoy the Tood, the surround-
ings and the serviee, but do you realize how little these

“extras” actually cost you? .

These days people who eat away from home are,
unfortimately, getting to think there is only one kind
of food—prepared in an automatic ‘gadget, handed out
on paper with no personal service.

. Some people know better — they eat at Himmel-
spach’s, and have learned they can have the niceties of
dining| at moderate prices. Learn the difference your-
self, today.

j Where QUALITY Is Tops!
B Closed On Sunday

he FINEST of DINING SERVICE at
| Mmmelipach Dining Room
3321

t
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