" will be a vote on incorporation of another ¥

* they should be-fighting for it together.

. and groups.

““sewer, and other projects needed for the
" growth of the township, :

!

A
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Township Politics . . .

make an unhappy picture, and the way it is

played now in Farmington Township, at.
crucial.time in its history, all the people
t rea-are.going to suffer,

being’
very
vithin

whether they re-
’ alg ‘it or not, Maybe they don’t cave, but we
know-a few thinking people do.

. First the Village of Wood Creek Farms took
a'square mile aut of the township. Next Aug. 5,

at the same time as the primary election,

and.the two areas involved will vote on Wl
of not about eight square miles in the soul
portion of
And there’s talk of other areas voting to b
villages. .

“We'll make no forecasts as to how thes

there
illage,

hwest

the .township will annex to the city:

ecome

e elec-

tions will come out, but they reflect a sentiment

which ism’t good for the future of the tow
Fhe township officials should be worki
gether, earnestly trying to plan the best
for this township. Instead they are polit
right and left. This includes the Supervisg
every member
degrees.

The recent township annual meeting

nship.
hg to-

future

of the township board in varying

was a

shameful affair, and very definitely harn nful to

Yesidents of the township. Besides the to
ficials; a lot of other people with ulterior
were whacking away at common sense a
canstituted government.

wi of-

notives
d duly

Officers of the Farmington Republican As-

sociation, present then, ave still fighting
crat Frank Stephenson. In their April 2§
Jetter they indicted Stephenson for continyi
show his disinterest in the expressed will
people.” This because he obtained an

Demo-

news-
ng “to
of the
pinion

from the Township Attorney that most actions at
the annual meeting were not legal, and because

he filed with the county allocation board t
inal proposed budget. .o
Now, the entire board worked hard

e orig-

before

| the annnal meeting to agree on the propo. sed fig-
ures, and they pretty well did agree. Although

. ties—and this is being done. We expect

board members were careful to get on the

record

that it was the supervisor who had asked for the
attorney’s opinion, we're pretty certain fthe ac-
tion had their tacit approval. The budget pre-

sented was by ALL the township official

s, and

With township laws in the mess they're in,

legal purists (or anyone who has an axe t
can start an argument on quite a féw te

a number in the next few days.
Common sense and good governmen

that the supervisor and township board members

grind)
hnicali-
to hear

tell us

should run the township as our representatives.

They 3
They should work hard o

should resist the pressures of individuals
a faiir

budget, and every official help push it through.

They should work together on the inter

. But more important than anythi
township residents should tell our official

ceptor

healthy

g else,

s they

want an end.to bitter partisan politits in ou

1 local

government. Taxpayers should l'ealize] THEY

are the ones being hurt most by this, and
tnderstand this move and more in the
ahead. .

they'll
years

Partisan polities is a_zestful game on the

state and national scene. But when it get:
on the township and eity level, we will all

s ugly
suffer

more direttly. We earnestly hope that|the too

many people involved here will soon see
age they are doing, and that people wil
they

ernment

Judges Are Elected . . .

just like our other representatives in gov
The positions are supposed to be non-

by our elected representatives.

he dam-
) realize
have a duty to see that there is better gov-

rnment.
artisan,

although everyone knows they aren’t. Maybe so
far as civeuit judges are concerned, when one

runs for re-election it should be made public just
with - the

‘how far behind his docket is, compared
average for others in the state.
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SOUTHFIELD — At a_meeting
of the Oakland County Board of
Supervisors last week it was em-
phasized that _Southfield is the
third largest taxpaying unit in the
courty and, therefore, the third
.most valuable properly in Oakland
County, property value wise.

City -of Southfield and Southfield
Township properly has a combined
value of $155,520,620 for tax pur-
poses (after equalization). Assessed
valuation is actually $100,419,700.

The tax bills for 1958, figured in

_both areas, will be based on valua-
tion as assessed multiplied by the’

cqualization factor. Southfield's
equalization factor last year was
slightly higher than it will be this
vear. If assessments for 1958 re-
main the same as 1957 then a slight
decrease in taxes will be possible
this year.

For the purpose of laxes, the vil-

lages of Westwood, Bingham
Farms and Franklin are considered
township. -t

— The Southficld News

NOVI — The county equalized

valuation of Novi Tewnship was set

last week at a reeord breaking
$79,416,385 — nearly ‘50 percent
higher than last year.

The jump of more than $9,000,000
from. last year's $20,316,809 comes
primarily from three sources: 1.
new construction; 2. an upward ad-
justment of assessments on farms,
many of which had been under as-
sessed in the past and: 8. the bal-
ance of the Lincoln Plant which
was not completed when assess-
ments were made last year. (This
alone accounts for about half of
the $9.000,000.) '

The 50 percent jump reflects the
increase shown in -local assess-
ments compiled by Supervisor
Frazer Staman (also township as-
sessor). Staman had set the town-
ship valuation at $19,117,375 this
year—or nearly 50-per cent higher
than last years $13,839,400. To the
$19,117,375 assessed valuation, the
county applied an egualization
factor of 1.53. This brought the
county evaluation.up to the $29.-
416,385 figure. Staman said he is
satisfied with the 1.53 equalization
factor (a slight drop from last
year's 1.54).

1t has been figured out that if the
same 1.19 township miliage levy is
permitied as last year, Novi will re-

“ceive some $14,000 more~in taxes

than last year. This increase was
figured into the 195859 township
budget, which anticipated $10,000 in
township taxes as against $26,000
Jast year.

.— The Novi News

HOLLY — Metal identification
tags, to secure admission to Holly’s
Bush Lake municipal beach, will be
issued to residents of Holly town-
ship and those people living in the
Holly area school district outside
the township. .

Each family in Holly village and
township will receive one tag and
onal tags will be given to in-
dual members of the family for
a charge of 15 cents each upon re-
quest by the Township Park Com-
mission.

1t was pointed out that residents
outside the township boundaries,
within the school district, will be
Tequired to pay a $2.50 annual fee
for the famiiy’s tag. Holly town-
ship residents :support ‘the beach
financially through taxes.

Everyone requesting a tag must
establish proof of residence within
the boundaries set up by the com-

mission. » - |
— Herald Advertiser

SOUTHFIELD — Decision by
Oakland County Circuit Judge
George Hartrick: is expected to
smooth the way for construetion of
the oft-stymied Jower Evergreen
Interceptor to serve Lathrup and
Southfield township and city. Har-
trick dismissed an injunction re-
quest made recently based on

over taxation with the opinion.that -

public health was of prime im-
portance. West Bloomfield Town-
ship attorney contended that the
Evergreen Sewer project as well
as the Farmington Interceptor
would compel taxpayers to pay
over the 15 mill constitutional tax
limit.

— The Southfield News

LIVONIA — Barring_ unforseen

- obstacles, citizens of Livonia will

vote their approval or disapproval
of a Civic Centerifor their cily dur-
ing the state election in November.
Fifteen months of study and plan-
ning on the proposed 40 acre civie
center were climaxed last week
when a final report Was given to the
City Council by the committee in
charge. The arca lies at the south-
east corner of Farmington and Five
Mile Roads, adjoining the City Hall.
Plans call for a city hall, police
station and branches, fire \station
and branches, community building,
auditorium, master . library and
branches, department of public
works building, court building, post
office, board of education building,
parks and recreation areas, play-
grounds, swimming pools, artifi-
cial ice rinks and vacant land.
The Livonian

This year's belts are wide and
1o at the hip. Fringed sashes that
you wrap around your waist and
loop ‘are new-attractions, too, ac-

cording 1o Margaret Wefner, re-
tailing instructor at Michigan
State University.
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One-Way Sprcet

MICHIGAN MIRROR ® by Elmer While.

Government Economies in State
Now Being Taken in Stride

GOVERNMENT ECONOMY has lost a few skirmishes but Tras won

2 major battle in Michigan.

When the dust cleared following the 1958 legislative session which

stuck to reducing spending programs the lawmakers who hold the
pursestrings scemed to have come out on top.

Dr. John- A. Hannah, president

of Michigan State University, was

the first to announce revised plans for operalion. -

He made it clear that the more

58 budget crimped programs at the ¢

universily; that the going would be
tougher next year. He also shawcd!
continued concern over inability to;
prepare. properly for increased
student loads expected in the near
future.
- “But we can still operate a good
universily without major damage
to our programs,” he said. i
Hannah predicted that less im-
portant programs and some of the
services that are valuable but not)
basic can be dropped or reduced in!
scope fo fit the budget culs. P

More agreement came from Dr.!
Albert E. Heustis, state health com-!
missioner, whose budget cuts hurt.
his agency as much or more than
they did some others. .

Even programs as small ($10,000)
but important as the fight against
“swimmer's itch” were abolishéd!

Dr. Heustis called for all peoplé
to reconsider the impact on the tax:
paver before complaining about
less money to spend in state govern:
ment. o

“We should all do some soul-
secarching before throwing up our
hands,” he said.

Heustis' statements are impor;
tant. He is an appointee of Gov.
Williams, who has argued for years
that the state should expand its ser-
vices and levy taxes to finance
them. |

GOV. WILLIAMS’ reason for try
ing for his sixth consecutive.term
as chief executive made more news
than the announcement of his cand-
idaey.

No one was surprised when he
said he would run. Anyone who did-
o't know it just hasn't been paying
attention. ' i

The stage was_set months ago
when Williams said that he and Lt.
Gov. Philip A. Hart would run for
senator and_governor, but refrain-

than $1,000,000 cut from the 1957

e
Hart then announced for the U.S.

Senate seat now held by Senator

Charles E. Potter, Republican.

Senator John' B Swainson (D-Det-

roit) announced for licutenant gov-
nor.

That left Williams.

Two years ago, he broke his
traditionally long silence to 2n-
nounce he 1d go for his fifth
term ‘““to finish the job.”

Now, pointing directly at Repub-
Jican budget cuts, Williams said he
wants a sixth term to prevent “Re-
publicans from making a sham-
bles” of state government.

Tepublicans, in a ncedling mood,
said the Jine suggested Williams be-
lieves he has already “finished the
job.” Now he wants to profect the
Tesull, they say, which is the

bles” and the

. LOGKING |
¥ RMEAD
ko

EOUCATION FROGRAM,
Adenay

LEAP FROGGING B
WAGES AND PRICES

One of the chief reasons for infla-
tion — the diminishing of a dollar’s
purchasing power —is a continued
increase of wages in industry with-
out -fully compensating improve-
ment in productivity per man

“hour worked. And since it is a fac- -

tor involving the: welfare of every
American, young and old, we
ought to understand it clearly. Let's
take a case in point: Every year
since 1947 the wage rate in the
automobile industry has advanced.
In 1948-the average hourly earn-
ings were $1.60. In 1949 it was
$1.70, and it has gone up an aver-
age of 10c an hour each year sinee’
then.

The average now is $2.50 an
hour. Many workers make consid-
erably more. Some make less. The
wage increase of all auto workers
averaged 36 percent for the 10 year
period just ended. The cost of labor
to the auto manufacturers must
also include *‘fringe” bencfits
which have been substantially in-
creased in the same period.

LABOR 80 PER CENT

A few years ago I had an analysis
made of the selling price of a 1500
automobile. It was found that direct
and indirect Jabor costs added up
to approximately $1200, or 80 per-
cent of the selling price. Raw mat-
erials in this $1500 car of a few
years ago were actualy valued at
only $22in their raw state — with-
out the addition of labor costs in
producing, processing, lransport-
ing and marketing.

The wage hikes at the auto plants
and at their suppliers, have not
permitted the auto industry to pass

.along o thesbuying public the nor-

mal consumer benefits from in-
creased -productivity. In the 10
years that wages rose 56 percent,
the manufacturer’s price of auto-
mobiles soared from $1100 to ap-
proximately $1900, on the average.
And the local delivery price of
cars went up correspondingly. The
manufacturers haven't gotten rich
at these prices. The average profit
on each dollar of sales in Ameri-
can indusiry is under 4 per cent.
That rate will barely keep invest-
nient money coming for the ex-
pansions and production improve-
ments necessary to compete in the
market. The News and World
Report investigated the profit sit-
uation and said in ity April 25 js-
sue: “The total amount of all pro-
it included in the price of a car
s actually less today than in 1948
UNION MAN SPEAKS |
Harold J. Ruttenberg, a former
1abor union research director, and
now president of his own well drill-

budget.

Republicans, sharpening  their
weapons for. the campaign ahead,
retorted that Michigan is broke and
is running a deficit after 10 years
of Williams’ regime.

They ecriticized the governor’s
nationwide trips, his 10-day ab-
cence following the 1958 session and
threatened to make the “governor’s
symbal: the empty chair’ a cam-
paign issue.

INVESTIGATORS sent by the
House to check on Feports of mis-
ireatment of mental hospital pat-
jents pulled a surprise nighttime
visit at Northville State Hospital.

They found a 50-bed unit had been
idle for months.

Hospital authorities said they
lacked money to staff the unit, des-
pite a finding that staff positions
have not heen filled from author-
ized money.

Rep. Harry J. Phillips (R-Port
(Huron) said major mental hospit-
als in the state would get surprise
visits.

“We don't want them to doll the

place up just for us,” he said.

ed from saying who would do what.

ing company, has made
some penetrating and important ob-
servations concerning wage raises
and inflation in a specch delivered
to the National Industrial Cen-
ference Board and reprinted in the
May issue of Reader's Digest. He
speaks as a man who once was inti-
mate with such labor associates as
Philip Murray.

“During the s, he said,
«“when wage inequities were being
eliminated, working conditions
modernized, wages raised and
hours shortemed, I asked my
elders in the labor movement 2
simple question: ‘What do we
do when these failings of man-
agement  have been corrected?”
The answer was direet, simple
and continue as union policy to
this day: ‘We shall keep right
on asking for more. Our job is'to
get as much for our metmbers as
we can squecze out of the compan-
jes. It is an easy. job, as, once we
get a new and belter contract, we
have no further responsibility. It is
entirely up to management to find
the means to pay the rising wage
bill every year. "

(Continuea on Page 4B)
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Looking Back Through

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO Olay 11, 1933)
' Beer in Township

! The Enterprise Files

|

After an extended absence, legal beer returned to Farmington at
6 o'clock Thursday evening, with threz places selling it under li-
censes obtained through the Township Board at a special meeting
held Tuesday morning. No beer was sold in the city, however, since
the commission did not meet to consider two applications received.
The commission indicated it would meet early next week to consider
the two pending applications and dny others that may come in. Since
the Township Board's special meeting, four other applications- have
come in to the township. Immediate action on thém has been prom-

ised.

Farmington City’s new n
pearance next week. Only a small proportion
pay the city's current bills, will be issued, city
f the $2,000 allowed by a vote of the City Commission
last week Will be held back for some time,
ton’s merchants have been interviewed, it was pointed
ve agreed to accept the notes, at least up to-the amount

equivalent

of Famring
out, and ha)
of their an

Additie
of Farming

o + City Notes

icipated city taxes.

TEN ¥EARS AGO (May 13, 1948)
Nore Courses

egotiable notes will make their first ap-
of the notes, enough to.
officials said. The full

it was ‘indicated. Many

n of several new courses and services to the eurriculum
tons merchants have been interviewed, it was pointed

School Board meeting last Monday by Superintendent 0. E. Duncked.
1t was proposed o add an art teacher on a fulltime basis, a visiting

teacher on
half-time b
should be

A new|
final appro;
-effective ol
licles on §
signs and
force the

laced high on any priority list.
Traffic Ordinance .

the penalties for violation,

Aclion

n .
l. TFIVE YEARS AGO (May 14, 1953)
i Court Action

a half-time basis and a speech correctionist teacher on a
sis. He also stited that a school nurse was needed and

traffic ordinance for the City of Farmington was given
:al by the City Commission Wednesday night, to become
June 1. The ordinance regulates the operation of ve-
trects and highways within the city, provides for traffic
ignals, defines the powers of the police department to en-
i and the rules and, regulations it contains and

against two alleged violators of the I-‘armingu’m Township

Zoning Ordinance was started this week in Oakland County Circuit
Courl by Township Attorney. Archie Leonard in the ‘first legal step
{o cstablish more strict enforcement of the township erdinance. The
names of the individuals were not disclosed but they are both prop-
erty owners in Farminglon View Subdivision. According to the
charges, the individuals are using garages as residences, they secured
no certificates of occupancy and are using outside toilets. All_three

charges are in violation of the Zoning ordinance. At the Township _
eeting Tuesday night, when announcement of the Iegal ac-

Board m
de, the sanitary inspector for the township was instructed

tion was ma

to investizate an old house al Fink and Hawthorne to determine
whether an unsanitary condition exists there. .

A Classified Ad in The Farmington Enterprise Will
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Farmington area. Try one Today!
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MILK is best for
your baby’s health

Give Baby the right start in life with
lots of milk, It’s mature’s most nearly
. perfect food . . . rich in vital food values
that help little bodies grow up strong.
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