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Downtown Shopping . ..

- Other events are already indicating
robable soundness of the proposed Farm-
ngton City downtown shopping improve-
fient project. So far it’s only a drawing
made as a result ¢f studies by the plan-
hing consultants hired by the city council.

We've heald no ‘very important rea-
jkfy the proposed improve-

dn’t be attempted. .In
the weeks since the tentative plan was
first presented, it has seemed nibre sound

| Just recently Grand Haven, which
hn 't a heck of a lot larger than Farming-
ton, set up a shopping mall along two
blocks of its main street, gave it a ten-day
trial, and has just found it to be such a
success.it may be extended awhile.

©  The two block strip of the downtown

larea was closed to all but emergency ve-
Iicles. Normal traffic was routed anpund

traffic lights were shut off.

'plans.

the mall by one way streets, and pedes-
trian shoppers given free run of the area.
Shrubs, trees and park benches dotted the
pavement,.and with no ve}ucles to control,

Response was enthusxastlc, and re-
tail sales in most instances were reported
up quite a bit. There were a few minor
problems, and few people are yet certain
labout long time benefits.

:  Kalamazoo recently announced an
ambitious plan, not yet adopted, which
iwould make a mall out of aTar ge section
0f the downtown business area, circled by
¢ne way streets back of whlch would be
‘huge parking areas. Shoppers would have
ltc walk only a couple of blocks to get to
the center of the business district.
Traverse City and Elkhart, Indiana,
have been discussing somewhat similar
At Davidson, where most busi-

‘nesses are on one street, merchants went
ﬁogether to provide attr: active permanent |
'covers the length of Main street, each side,
‘and firms are urged to remodel so the
‘business district looks like one large ar-
‘cade. At Flint trees have recently been
:set out along Saginaw street, and numer-
‘qus henches are availahle.

g

All these ])wjects are nght in lme
7ith the thinking of the planning consult-
nts for a Farmington downtown shop-
:ping area with three large
‘available back of stores, ant

arking lots
direct rear

ex.txance to stores_and nearby shops.

We hope the planning consultants

“will soon have ready further reports and
‘that they will bring out more enthusiasm
|among the business men than that thus-
far shown. We feel some such plan is very
necessary to the “four corners” area, or
the so-called downtown shopping distriet
will soon lose identity, and all the city will
suffer. But the merchants and property
owners will suffer most, and they should
he pushing this or a similar plan, not

: showing an almost utter disregard.

Sure, it will take a few years to get

- a good start, but the PLAN has to be

studied and approved.first. We think the
city council has taken a most constructive
step and that, unless they can come up
soon with a better plan, other groups in
the city should step. forward with some

real support.

WATCH IT o

“My, what a pretty watch,”aid the
man admiring a small boy’s new time-
piece. “Does 1t tell you the time?”

“No, sir,”

~“you gotta look at it.”
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BIRMINGHAM — Schools in
the Birmingham district w?ll be

operating in the red nextiyear
for the first time in the 16 years
Dr. Dwight B. Ircland has;been
superintendent of schools her

To stem the flow of rcd ink,
Ircland announced this' week
that drastic cuts would hejmade.
They include reducing the num-
ber of teachers and cutting
teaching supplies.

The financial- trouble stems
from the Oakland county tax al-
location boards recent reduction
of millage for school operation
from 8.81 mills last year 1o 7.98
mills for next year. Schools will
lose even more than .that be-
cause the lax allocation' hoard
also applied an equalization fac-
tor which reduced the expecled
Brimingham  properly ‘valua-
tions.

The net result creates a total
loss in school revenue expected
for this year of $300,30L61} Ire-
land revealed.

Ireland ecriticized the curren!
tax set-up whereby the allacated

The Ro‘aﬂ Toll-*"

The Trdvelers Safely Sérvida

school millage is cut
to provide raises in coun(y and
township ra(ns

.26.9% of the fatal accidents involved dnvers under 25,

In 2957 district
volers approved an extra six
mills outside the 15-mill limita-
tion set by state law for county
operations, sckool and township

- faxes. N

Since the extra six mills was
vofed, 1.34 mills have been tak-
en away, Ireland pointed out.
Last year, millage under the 13-

mill limit was reduced from 9.32
to 8.81 mills for schools: Now it
has been reduced again .to 7.98
mills.

—The Birmingham Eccentrie

WIXOM—The City of \Vixom's
first budget —  a $106,359.92
bundle covering two years' of
expenses — was approved by the
council without change or oppo-
sition.

At the same time, the city
council adopted a resolution set-
ting the tax rate at cight mills
for the coming year. Theibudget
covers expenses incurred by two
charter commissions and the
former ‘village government as
well as projected city expenses
for_the coming fiscal year.

Nearly $11,000 of the total
budget will go for past expenses.

The eight mills will be applied
against the 1957 Wixom :assess-
ment of $9,264,040 to pfovide
$74,11232 in "cncral Pr operty
tax receipts. Other monies will
come from state tax reh{zles H-
censes, fines and permi

The first tax bills will &: mail-
cd shortly after the first of July.

—le Nou News.

PLYMOUTH — A “prnfcssmn-
al growth” salary plan approvcd
by the board of educatioh last
week in place of the usual gen-
cral salary increase has been
denounced by the Plymouth Ed-
ucation Assocaiation with the
warning that the systeni is lia-
ble Yo lose some of its teachers
unless wages go up "

The salary schcdnle las ap-
proved is aimed- ‘b !those
teachers working for higher de-
grees. They would be compensa-
ted for credit hours earned. The
PEA terms this type of encour-
agement as being good but “'it
conceals the need for dn ade-

quate basic salary for
Chcrs by setting up a small in-
crease for a very fow tedchers.”

Spokesmen for the PEA  did
not show teo much hope for the
opinion expressed by Board Pre-

“sident Harold Fischer ‘that the

salary schedule might be'raised
by September. He, stated that
teachers are unhappy with the
fact that the board has con-
sistently avoided raising!the sal-
ary schedule. The only thing tea-
chers would take as good faith
js a raise in the starting sche-
dule, it was indicated. |

—The Plymouth Mail.

SOUTHFIELD — A budget

féuO‘V,:""ma“mg an estimated $861,353

was adopted by the Clly of
Southfield council. o

Based on a valuation of about
§75 ‘million, which constittite the
teal and personal wealth' of the
city, the budget figure spells a
five mill or $5 per $1,000:tax on
valuation*as. assessed. |

Th!s is an increase over last

. year's, township tax which a-

mounted to $1.81 per $1,000 but
is $2, below the $7 per thousand
allowed: in the charter. : The fi-
ure was arrived at afted sche-
dulipg different addil orial ser-
viced which, over the :years,

_have been demanded by, t?le pub-

lie.

After considerable discussion,
talks were thrown into; a. tail-
spin when Mayor Swapson re-

. commended that the tax rate be

MFMBER MICHIGAN
PRESS ABSOCIATION *

raised to 5.4 mills to provide a
budget cushion of about $25,000.
This did not set well with the
audience and prompted 'three of

- the councilmen to call for cuts in

the ‘original budget to rclam the
five mill rate.

In order to hold the ’bndget in
at 5 mills it was necessary to

‘> cut frond: the originally!planned

numbet of firemen, eliminate a
program of tree spraying com-
pletely and reduce the salary of
one bookkeeper called forin the
budget.

~The Southfield N:wg.
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Dems. Steal Show by l[’ushmg
Unemployment Pay Extension

REPUBLICANS while acting)’

prudently and in good faith, lost
part of a chance for a big bow
on the public stage in an elec-
tion year.

Democrats stole the show
when the legislature enacted a
federal program fo extend un-
employment compensation ben-
efits to 115,000 jobless at a cost
of $30,000,000.

The workers, the victims of
the recession, will be getting
their checks beyond the present
26 week maximum this summer.

It all started when Republi-
cans sponsored a proposed ex-
tension of benefits during the
legislative session but held back
to wait for Congressional ac
tion.

Demoerats charged that the
original Republican plans were
not enough.

Republicans . reminded.. that
Michigan's benefits exceeded
those: in 2ll other major indus-
trial states and ranked high in
the nation. But they stuck for'a
time . with their controversial
state plans even after Congress
sel up an emergency system of
federal loans, totaling
$30,000,000 for Michigan, to ex-
tend benefits.

Demaocrats, realizing they dul
not have the majority in the le-
gislature to do anything more,
fought for adoption of the federal
program,

‘Then Republicans went for the
federal program.

When Gov. Williams  signed
the bill, the Democratic delega-
tion in the legislature was photo-
graphed behind his desk- and
each received a pen with which
he signed the bill.

The Democratic stand, right-
Iy or wrongly, is that they
created pressure enough o force
Republicans to vote for the fed-
eral plan.

Republicans point out they
waited 1o be surc which course
was best; that the Democrats
could mot do it without their
voles.

Political experts see the situa-
tion:as 2 ready-made political
issue this year.

They predict it will be a vital
vote-getter among the unem-
ployed and those who are jittery
about business and industry and | 2
fate inf the recession.

Republicans must make much
more of their side of the story,
that it took President Eisen-
hower's signature in Washing-
ton and the Republican.majority
in the Michigan legislature to do
the job.

FEDERAL HELP is always
ready for farmers whose land or
crops become vietims of the
caprice of the weather.

It is a little-known ageney with
2 state office in Lansing and
units in every county, the Far-
mers Home Administration.

The agency is called upon for
pmergency Joans at a low three

ercent interest rtate when
drouth wrecks crops or rzin and
flood conditions washes them
out.

When a farmer. is damaged
and; his financial picture is
bleak, he may apply to a coun-
ty committee for an assessment
of his needs-and a recommenda-
tion for assistance.

Small loans are hardled lo-
cally, but major sums are clear-
ed through the state office and
sent on to Washinglon for final
approval. !

The Lansing office is headed
by Elwood Bonine, of Vandalia,
in_soutbwestern Michigan,-and
a former state senator from that
district.

FOREIGN CAR mgxs(mhnn;
are increasing in Michig;

Two reasonb are given: that
the sporlier continenial models
satisfy an urge for the modern
generations, and that, demostic
cars are becorming too pypensive
and Jarge.

As the registrations increase,
all major American automobile
manufacturers have revealed
they have smaller models on the
drafting boards ahd some have
definite plans |for making them.

Merchandising experts insist,
however, thatl most car buyers
say they prefer smaller, less ex-
pensive cars and then purchase
the gaudiest, biggest cars off the
assembly lines.

Secretary of State James M.
Hare, noting the increase in for-
cign car registrations and an-

other boost in used &3r sales,’

has one answer.

It is reflected in the lower
figures on new car sales and the
slightly incrdased, used car
sales, the lower pn{c per unit in
new cars,

“Perhaps lhe nation is hegin-
ning to trade down to the Jones-
es, mste-u.l of keeping up with
them,” he sai‘fl‘

’\
.
Will Remove
{4 s
Coarsge”Fish
! .

For TrJout inFall

An_ experiment that coufd
materially improve Michigan
trout fishing lyill gt under way
on a northern lower peninsula
stream this fall.

Fish rcscar’ch workers plan to
remove all “coarse” fish such
as suckers, |ereck chubs and
muddlers from a stretch of the
stream and then introduce about
the same poundage of hatchery
trout.

The question is how seriously
do rough fish interfere with pro-
duction and !ood of {rout. Some
believe competition for food in a
stream may [be fierce, and 2
prime factor in keeping trout
down.

Hatchery raised trout, for ex-

ample, are dxsmbuled in Mich-
igan streams on the so-called
“put and take” planting basis.
The hatchery puts the trout in

and soon after the fisherman
takes them out. This program
provides an immense amount of
recreation for the state's fisher-
men, but it| has some draw-
backs.

One trouble is that 2 hatchery
must space its plantings 'in a
stream overithe length of the
trout season! This is done to as-
sure a continual supply’ of fish
for the angler. If one planting
per year could supplypa stream
with trout, hatchery costs might
be reduced

Also, few i any trout planted
in a sln:anj remain fo become

brood stock.| For some reason
there is little survival in' the
stream ba)ond a summer mon-
th or two. B(y reducing compet-
ition for food, hatchery fish
might aﬂ]ust, spawn, and hike
wild trout produetion.

The present plan is to choose
a stretch of northern stream,
and ren_xove the coarse fish by
shocking. The electric shocker
is an efficient method of stun-
ning {ish and makes them avail-
able for colmnting or removal
without causing permanent in-
jury.

Downstream from thjs ‘‘clean-
ed” stretch |will be 2 control
study section of the same length.
There the coarse fish and trout
will remain |in competition wx(.h
each other. Expenmcnm
ing will continue on both areas

to give it alfull angler’s fest,

LOOIfmg
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TWENTY.FIVE YEARS AGO
June 22, 1933
Beer Licenses
“I'wo ‘beer licenses for Farm-
inglon township dealers were
granted at the monthly meeting
of the township board Tuesday
night. The A. and P, Store at
Grand River and Eight Mile and
William Aner's Confectionery
were both granted the “special”
classification  tfpe permits al-
lowing the dealer to sell only for
consumption off the premises.
Issuance of the iwo licenses
boost the total number of beer
licenses held by establishments
in the township to twelve. .
Movie Benches
Persons attending the {ree
movies last Friday night found a
new accommadation at their dis-
posal in the form of benches. At
a special meeting of the city
commission Monday night, a re-
solution was passed unanimous-
Jy providing that the city

« "pay any sum up lo $25 for the

material used in the benches.

Thirty benches were built ori-
ginally but, in view of the hig
Friday crowd, it was decided to
build 15 more. More than 300
persons attended the movie Jast
Friday night.

TEN YEARS AGO
June 24, 1948
Summer Recreation

The newly created Farming-
fon Area Summer Recreation
program will hegin oificially
June 28.

Playgrounds will be opened at
Farmington High and the Noble
and Bond clementary schools.

Dircetor William Nuse indi-
cated that morning sessions
would be directed toward acti-
vities for ‘younger children,
afterncon  sessions for older
children ( junior and senior high
groups) and cvening sessions for
senior high pupils and adults.

The summer band program
will be included in the recrea-
tion schedute.

Bike Licenses

Bicycle owners residing with-
in the Cily of Farmington have
been given until July 1 lo se-
cure licenses under the new
traffic ordinance approved by
the city commission which went
info effect June 1

Under provisions in the or-
dinance, no resident in the eity
shall ride a bicycle in Farming-
ton unless it has been licensed
by the police department and
bears license plates.

An annual renewal fee of 50
cents has been set.

The ordinance further pro-
vided that bicycles driven at
night must be gquiped with both
lrnnt and rear lights. A bell or
horn that can be heard at least
100 feet is reguired but si-
rens and whistles are prohibited.

1t also forbids the carrying of
more persons on the hike than
the number for which it is speci-
fically designed.

FIVE YEARS AGO

June 25, 1953

Civil Defense
The first public meeting of the
revived Farmington Arca Civil
Defense  organization- will he
next Monday. The purposc of the
meeting will be to establish a
basic organization throughout

the city and township.
Director Charles Layton sta-
ted that efforts will be made to
set up on key supervisor in cach
of the 36 sections in Farmington
Township. This supervisor will
then be responsible: for or-
ganizing the section. Once the
setup has been made 2 masler
plan will be worked out to meet
any peace or wartime emergen-

cy.
A large number of volun-
teers will be needed, Layton
emphasized,
Half-Day Schools

Enrollment . figures and pro-
jections brought out at the final
meeting of the Citizens’ School
Advisory Committee until next
fall indicated that it will be ne-
cessary to start elementary chil-
dren on half-day sessiens by
1954 and possibly continue that
practice until 1938, depending
on what additional facilities can
be built in the meantime.

In this respect it was pointed

out that it takes mearly two .

years to build a school plant
and put it at the disposal of the
school district.

Board President Wendell
Brown asked that the committec
study a plan whereby a bond
issue could be placed to a vote
to finance construction of
schools.

State to Lease )

Michigan Employment Secur-
ity Commission evidently con-
siders the Farmington area a
good one in which to have an
office. It recently opened the of-
fice on Grand River between
Middlebelt and 8Mile on a tem-
porary basis. Now it has been
determined to keep an office in
{he area at least two years, so
a lease is needed.

New York's Pilgrim State
‘Hospital, on Long Island, is the
world's largest mpmtal hospnal‘
It has 14,201 beds.
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Tile Road
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During the summer a jaded appetite is often perked
up by adiling a tasty fountain drink to lunch or dinner—
and that’s more true for youngsters. :

But whether you enjoy a fountain treat with or
without other food, we're sure you will love our \aru.‘ly
of cold drml-\s and ice cream dishes.

Closed. On Sun day

¥ X X ¥

Where QUALITY Is Tops! /

the FINEST of DINING SERVICE at .

Hhimmebpach Dining Room
33219 Grand River Farmington GR. 4-2161
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House cleaning is so much easier, so much faster when there’s plenty

of hot w;ater.

© You can

aiﬁmp

JRITY

pmw

N\)\

_:\‘>>

i the rest of the family’s needs, too.

| Here's the convenient, modern way to GET IT HOT...GET A LOT

i for an opera'ung cost as low.as $3.88 per month.

Eﬁ’xcignk—lhe heat goes into the
waler

Insta]l anywhere—need pot be
near a chimney

%] Long life—meet Edison’s rigid
standards

Automatxc-all the fime

Fast—new, more efficient heating
uaits

Outer shell—cool to the touch all
over .

Edison maintains e!ectncal parts
vithout charge

Xl Safe—clean—-qure{-mudem

MMW&

be confident that an electric water heater, plus Edison’s Super
; SuPply P[an will provide round-the-clock hot water for cleaning and all

: 0nly:el'e:tric \ivater heaters givp you all these important advantages:

] yuur plmbe or applance deater DETROIT EDISON

SERVES SOUTHEASTERN MICHIGAN

it




