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Downtown Buildings

There has been a great deal of sens-
ible discussion the last few weeks about
the problems of revitalizing the so-called
downtown avea-—once the only business
distriet in the city. g/‘ X

At just about every meeting there is
one fact which emerges ‘as a very. real

_stumbling block. -1t 15:hoped ‘the entire’-
downtown area can be rejuvenated, which™
would mean considerable face-lifting, and:*
particularly new fronts “and “interiors.
But the merchants point out there are a-
number of buildings in-that area which .
may well hinder the entire project, if and
when it gets move definitely undex; way.

Some of these buildings are so_old
they have been condemned quite awhile.
The practical result is the owners won't
do any fixing up, but they continue to
vent them in their rundown condition at
rentals some real estate men say are very
high. That means the tepant isn’t going
to do any improving eithér. It also means
the next door property owner is going to
hesitate about any improvements on his
property. Every property owner down-
town should realize that if this entire area
isn't improved greatly before long, the
present trend away frem it will grow so

“bad this property will be of little value,
andawill not be rented by any-responsible
merchant. : .

"This lack of foresight definitely does

: hot apply to the Warner family, which

-owns considerable property-in the area

" and has always shown a community pride,

“willingness to cooperate, and the know-

*ledge that all property must be kept up as
a simple matter of good business.

X There have been suggestions the city
should condemn these buildings and give

“owners a certain time in which to tear

“them down; that the city should make
the taxes so high it would force improve-

“ments. The law makes such things well

'nig:? impossible, no matter how great the
wish, .

© . Toillustrate the need—quite recently
a highly respected retail chain of high
class women's apparel was contacted. The
officers investigated, on the assurances
the downtown area would certainly de-

.velop. After that investigation the firm

i politely told the local people the present

*downtown area wasn’t up to their stand-~
ards, there were too many rundown build-
ings, not enough good stores to attract
the quantities of shoppers needed. We'll
tell anyone the name of this fine chain,
if they are interested.

But with a large free parking area,
which now appears possible,sand some
rejuvenation of present buildings and
addition of a larger variety of aggressive
stores, that might be changéd. It won't,
though, unless all the property owners
involved are smart enough to see the
iruth—and the alternative.

'

SloﬁéPupils Ahead

School starts in just a week—-a' fact
all auto drivers must remember. Before
- and after school a youngster is apt as not
to dart in front of your car. They’re just
too busy to watch cars carefully. |
Remember, also, that this year there
is a new law. *When a school bus stops to
_ take on or discharge- children, drivers
must stop BOTH ways now. It wasn't
always that way, and habits are terrible
things to change, sometimes,
But you’d feel pretty bad, a long time
“afterward, if you forgot and hit someone
else’s boy or girl crossin% the road after
leaving a school bus. So glease remember.

-The Farmington Enterprise
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SOUTHFIELD— Protests over
highway depprtment plans for
Northwestern| expressway
through the; Northland Center
area grew jn number and
volume last yeek.

Homeowners in Magnolia sub-
division wes{ of Northwestern
between Eight and Nine Mile
roads met, with their prime tar-
get of attatk the proposed
bridge. over| Northwestern at
Cornell. Residents are saying
this would rujn their residential

area. .
. Extending hbout one-half mile
into the well:developed residen-

tial subdivision to the west, the
bridge and traffic it would at-
tract would furn Cornell into a
“small expressway,” it was
claimed. Impatient drivers leav-
ing or entering the Northland
area from the north or west
would not, it] is believed, stay
channelled dn Nine Mile or
Southfield rodds.

—The Southfield News

SOUTH LYON— Present indi-
cations are that there will be a
record increase in school regis-
trations agaip this year in the
Lyon township schools. Knowa
registrations jn the kindergarten
already total{172, and undoubt-
edly there are quite a few who
have moved into this area since
the school cepsus was taken last

May.
1t is anticipated by the super-
intendent's office that tetal reg-
istrations inj.the system will
run approxifiately 1,800 stu-
dents.
Book fees, Jocker rentals, lab
fees and other related costs are
generally thejsame as last year.
Student i will be avail-
able again this year, at a cost
of $1 per child.
The staff for the 1938-59 school
year is complete, according to
Sup't Bartlet;
—S

uth. Lyon Herald

LIVONIA—;
neighborhood!

A park for every
in Livonia i the
goal set by the city council.
The counci{ is asking for S2
milfion as part of the $8% mijl-
lion Civic Improvement Pro-
gram going on the Nov. 5 ballot
0 get the program going.
Here is what .the $2 million
would cover:
(1) Purchase of 32 picces of
land in 30 of{the 36 mile-square
sections of the city, totaling 281
acres at a maximum cost of
$1,483,856.
(2) Three neighborhood swim-
ming, nools, 180,000 "
(3) Three artificial ice skating
rinks, $135,
(4) Twent:
$85,000.
(5) Improvement of a 40-acre
site presently leased from the
county in thé area of the Dep't
of Parks and Recreation office
on Farmingtpn Road, $100,000.
(6) Miscellaneous play equip-
ment, $16,000.

-one tennis courts,

—The Livonian

NOVI— Mgrchants who have
had signs on the Farmingion-
Brighton expressway in "Novi
during the past eight months
will have to! pay a penalty for
the advertising.

A token fine, probably $20,
will be charged against the five
or six i and adver-

tising firms.,

Signs will [be Jegal in another
two weeks when a new township
ordinance thkes elfcct. Mean-
time they’rp strictly contra-
band, and have been for many
months.

Consequently, the township
hoard Mondpy night instructed
Building Indpector Harold Ack-
ley to levy the fine. The deci-
sion was jntended more as
strict enfordement rather than
as a slap op the wrist. In any
case, it will probably cause lit-
tle concernjto the merchants.
eap for advertising.
Most of thq signs were put up
before the ¢xpressway opened.
—The Novi News

PLYMOUTH— Nearly 200
more studpnts than last year
will return }o classrooms Thurs-
day, Sept. 4 when the 1958-59
schoo! yearfbegins in the Ply-
mouth Community School Dis-
trict.

And because another new ele-
mentary school will be opening
its doors, there will be very lit-
tle overcrowding found this
year. The [200 extra pupils re-
present abgut six classrooms.

There will be an estimated
4,400 studgnts in the public
schools on [opening day, accord-
ing to Sup’t Russell Isbister.
Last year there were 4,202 pupils
enrolled affer school opened.

Lunch will be served at the
schools on|the first day. There

— will be no price increases in the
s lunches over last year.
. —The -Plymouth Mail
-NATIONAL ;\DHORMI - FRANKLIN Trankl : 2
AT — Franklin Vil-
;_,_—? ’(___ IAS:SjO CEHIGN lage volunteer police were told
hBY last week they should rigidly en-
N . force the yillage ordinance on
N /sign postig. In the past they
have hesitated to do this.
. T s SEEvicE, TG There are three types of vio-
B East Landog, Michigaa i lations, the council said: signs
WEESLY NEWEPAFER REPRESENTATIVEA, INO. 1too large, Signs too close to the
TR Cuartae 404 X symes . Toad, signg en public properly,

—The Village Crier’
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MICHIGAN MIRROR & .pyeivinre

Recreation vs.

Industry Will

Become Increasing Problem

RIVALS FOR SPACE in Mich-y 1. Pleasant and Clare, facing
igan’s wonderland of lakes and|y bypass in the relocation and

forests are bringing to- 2
the erisis of the state as it pr
pares for its future.

The issues are being made |

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
. August 24, 1933
School Opening
‘Enrollment for the coming
school year in Farmington wilt
hegin August 25. Classes will
open on Morday, September 11,
a week following Labor Day.
Chemistry " will replace phy-
sics in _the high school curricu-

lum this vear. Solid geomelry

and advanced algebra will be

dropped. A-class in trigonometry

is being considered.

Depression-weary parents will
find book eosts high. There will
be no changes in the texts lo be
used, however.

Machine Shop

The newly organized Farm-
ington Manufacturing Co., ma-
kers of Ford automobile parts,
will begin production within the
next few days at the plant on
the corner of Farmington Road
and State Sireet.

The first work (o he done by
the plant will be the machining
of pulieys and water pump hous-
ings. An average of between
300 and 400 pieces a day in pro-
duction is-planned.

Four machines have been in-
stalled in the plant and five
more will arrive this weck.

TENlYE:\RS AGO
August 26, 1948
School. Enrollment
An estim corollment  of

head i new superhighway construction

¢ U.S. 27, are wrapped up in
ithe controversy.
Complicating the problem now

clear — whether industry and.js the thought that the 90 per
the rich resort industry can live|cent Federal aid for . highway

together in Michigan.

construction in_Michigan could

With the coming of the SL
Lawrence Seaway expeeted next
year, its deep channels making
Michigan a world port, the fight
is ualready cmbarrassing state!

not bypassed.

They are already alarmed;as requiring the bypasses.
that the broad rights-of-way of:
the highway revolution, which
desperately are needed by the
state, are taking wide strips of
valuable land.

The original plan for the;
Rockwood-lo-Saginaw toll road:
was an example. -

Citizens in the Tawas City
area are opposing construction
of a 1,000-foot dock and a 3,000
foot deep channel into Lake Hu-
ron by the National Gypsum Co.

Speak Wed.

speaker at the monthly{

At a recent hearing in Lan-jof the Farmington Deylocratic

sing, they offered evidence that,Club, scheduled for Sej

the project is ruining the beachiz. Clarkson, a practicing affor-
resides with his “wife and
family-at 23525 Valleyview Dr.,

area and “is Towering the value
of valuable resort property.

Company officials, who, con-
tended they have always tried
hard to be ‘‘good neighbors,”
said the economic benefits to
the state generally would out-
weigh the “minor” disadvant:
ages.

City and county officials pain-
ted a dark picture of the conse-
quences if the company is not
allowed to build its dock and
deep-water channel to facilitate
shoploading for the market.

Both sides have powerful ar-
guments.

Michigan is advertised and
promoted as a_ tourist mecea.
The resort industry is a
$600,000,000-a-year business. Its
leaders want to protect it from
exploitation by industry. . .

Fiichigan is known on o worla| John Vidovich Gets
seale as the home of the auto-| Clerical Training
mobile and the spawning place
of big industry.

Its Great Lake routes provide
2 ready-made channel for world
trade’ through the St. Lawrence
Seaway. Industry needs access
to the water routes.

State government has a spe-
cial ageney, the Department of
Economic Development, as-
signed to lure industry to Mich-
igan. Another agency, the State
Tourist Council, promotes re-
sorts and travel in the state.

ney
Southfield.
ley, Oak Park,

Novi and Lyon.

ference.

Meagher, Democratic

Township residents.

ministration course at

Chaffee, Ark.

cal procedures.

Wood, Mo.

be threatened if the towns are

The Federal Burcau of Public
Roads offers the aid only for li-
| mited-access. four-tane highways
officials. | — a factor that might be defined

The whole question must he
faced by Michigan, now or later.

S. Clarkson Will

S. James Clarksan, Democra-
tic candidate for State Repre-
sentative from the 4th Legisla-
tive Distriet, will be the gucst

The 4th Legislative District is
comprised of the cities of Berk-
Farmington
and South Lyon and .the town-
ships of Southfield, Farmington,

Club officials emphasize that
the meeting, starting at 8:00
p.m. at Farmington Savings &
Loan, is open to everyone in the
area regardless of political pre-

James M. Lawson and Leo P.
candi-
dates for Prosecutor and State
Senator, respectively, are also
expected. Both are Farmington

Army Pvt. John L. Vidovich,
whose wife, Marilyn, lives at
9913 Westmore, Livonia, recent-
ly completed the eight-week ad-
Fort

Vidovich received instruction
in typing, filing and Army cleri-

He entered the Army.last
April and completed basic com-
bat training at Fort Leonard

1,150 is expected in the Farm-
ington Public School clemen-
ary grades this which represents
and increase of 131 students over
the beginning of the school year
a year agoi Approximately 650
students are expected in grades
7 through 12.

Beeause of the heavy kinder-
garten enrollment, ‘three ses-
sions will be housed at the Fair-
view Schoa!l this vear, Superin-
tendent 0./ E. Dunckel stated.
Kindergarten classes will also
be conducled at the German
and Bond Schools.

Farmington Bank

Officials | of the Farmington
State Bank recently announced
that the bank will remain open
every Satjrday morning from
9 a.m. unti) i2 noon.

The annguncement was made
following enactment of a faw re-
cently passed by the State Le-

gislature 'permifting  banks 1‘7/‘

Michigan {o close all day Satuf-
day. The majority of the banks
i itlare now closing on

FIVE YEARS AGO

August 27, 1953

Unsafe Buildings

Ofﬁciﬂl"cundemna(inn notices
are beingimailed out by the city
to three property owners who
have buildings classified as haz-
ardous under the building code
and health ordinance.

Owners! will have wntil Sep-
tember 15 to abatc the condi-
tion, officials said. If the correc-
tive measures specified are not
taken by this time then the City
Council will take legal action, it
was indicated.

‘Enroliment

Student registration at Our
Lady of Sorrows school will be
continued until the actual start-
ing of school on Seplember 9 or
10. Father Henry Hengehold an-
nounced | this week that the
school expects to enroll approx-
imately 700 pupils this semester.
The teaching staff at Our Lady
of Sorrows will include 13 Sis-
ters and;2 lay teachers.

]

Growth rates for various spe-
cies of fish vary greatly, with
annual growth somewhat pro-
portionate to adult size. North-
ern pike, for example, may
grow eight to 17 or more inches
in the first year while blue-
gills and sunfish gain an -aver-
age of three inches or less in the
same pqriad. H

a spe-
cial group to oppose a proposed
lease of a wilderness state for-
est area in Porcupine Moun-
tains State Park, in the Upper
Peninsula, to 2 copper mining
firm. It is the last wilderness in
Michigan.

The company wants to ob-
tain the mineral rights on 933
acres of state property, plus
several thousand acres of under-
water land in Lake Superior.

Sporismen and other nature

_ RA;CING EvERY NGHT
TRANS -AMERICA PACE
TONIGHTE

groups argue that the .fumes |
from the mining operation will
damage the forest, the access
roads will wreek its beauty.

The same arguments prevail
in both disputes.

Some upper peninsula resi-
dents, eager to develop the arca
industrially, are supporting the
lease, which the state conscrva-
tion commission is empowered
to award.

Slightly different in impact,
but identical in principle, is the
controversy over the routes of
new stale superhighways which
bypass small -towns and their
businesses.

‘The ‘shops, service slations
and restaurants along US. 16,
the new Brighton-Farmingion
bypass, have already had the
experience,

Some people object that tlicir
businesses have dropped in vol-
ume. Others predict they will

POST TIME
8:30

AUG. 11 THRU
SEPT, 27
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Goodwill Pickup
This Area Sept. 2

The next visit of Gaodwill'
dustries pickup frucks to Farm-
ington is scheduled for Tuesday,
Sept. 2. .

Goodwill trucks collect house-

hold discards of clothing, shoes,
bats, loys,*most types of furni-
ture and other household dis-
cards.
TO ARRANGE for a Goodwill
truck pickup, phone the local!
Goodwill representative, Miss,
Lora Ault at GR 4.4204.

Goodwill Industries points out
that in difficult times, we real-
ize how much we depend on one
another. Gogfwill is the link be-|
tween those who have and those
who have not. A contribution of|
discards to Goodwill strerigthens|
the hope and dignity of others.
It does not destroy the inner
man, as charity often does.

Handicapped men and women
at Goodwill take the discards,
clean and repair them, and re-
sell at a low price to someone;
who needs them. i

Duane Barker Now |
Corporal in. France |
Pyt 1st Class Duane D. Bar-;
ker, son of Mr. and Mrs. Den-
ver Barker of Randall Street,
Farmington, was promoted to
St.-4 (Corporal) recently. He has
been in the Army since April of

1957 and is stationed in France.

Subscribe to The Enterprise.f

I WATER PROOFED
THAT PART THAT

STICKS OUT OF
THE GARAGE WITH

CREOSOTE . . .

The long, long car does
somelimes pose prohlems . .
hut not to us! Cars of all
sizes, makes and models get
the same top-noteh service
here. We know ALL cars,

bumper o hugper and in-
side out . ..Ima w-liow to
keep the t peph perform-

ance. Try us soon.

"3

BOB ROZENBOOM
SERVICE
32410 GRAND RIVER
at POWERS
GR. 4-9719

" FIRE - LIFE - ‘AUTO

30760 Grand River

hone *
. 4-6933

(Near Nine Mile)

Szacé - cfunc/z - ,:Z)innei'

Whatever you want in good foods or service,
we have it. .

In our Lunch Room you get snacks, lunches, .
dairy treats or light dinners—a large variety but
served with a minimum of extra services, and at
very reasonable prices. I vowre in a hurry, not
too hungry, or heing cconomical, come to our
Lunch Room.

n our fine dining room you get full service,
a lot of extra attention. Such a complete meal
includes the entrees, the side dishes, desserls,
-and a large variety in steaks, chops, sea foods and
fowl. It’s the place for a leisurely meal, the’gour-
met, a special event.

Dining Room or Lunch Room—you make the
choice and we’re happy to serve you!

Where:QUALITY Is Tops!
Closed On Sunday
* % % -
the FINEST of DINING SERVICE at
Hhnmebpedh Dining Room
33219 Grand River Fariington GR. 4-2161

W

(heres always )

o e electric waler hea

Shower afer shower aftr shower

“

: :

GET IT HOT ... GET A'LOT every time. A new electric water heater
provides plenty of hot, hot water for showers and all the family's needs.
Detroit Edison has a new Super Supply Plan which makes heaters even
more efficient and economical. :

Here's the convenient, medern way to GET IT KOT...GET
for an operating cost as low as $3.88 per monih. . . )

Rear a-chimaey

standards

Only cleciric water heaters give you all these im’portnnt_ advantages:

Efficicnt—~the heat goes into the™ ’
water

Install anywhere—need not be

Long life—meel Edison’s rigid

Automatic—all the tim2

See your plumber or appliapge teclr

ALOT

Fast—new, more efficient heating
units

Outer shell—ceol to the touch all
over

Edison maintzins electrical parts
_without charge

Ssfe—clean—guiet—modern

DETROIT EDISON

'sERVEs‘-séu‘rHEAsféRl‘g MICHIGAN |




