~"Babe Ruth League Formed in-

®

Page 10C

/

June 18, 1959

1952; Has Thousands of Teams

Babe Ruth League, Inc., is a
non-profit, tax-cxempt organiza-
tion, sponsored by The Coca-
Cola Company, and is dedicated
to the task of developing good
citizens by providing “properly
supervised baseball competition
“for the 13, 14 and 15 year old
boys. . .

Incorporated in 1952, there are
now many hundreds of leagues
and thousands of teams in 47
states and five provinces of Can-
ada. During the year 1956 alone,
new teams cnrolled in the pro-

---gram at the rate of over 25 per}-

week. Unquestionably one of the
primary reasons for this suc-
cess is that the rules and regu-
lations have been established
through democratic procedures
nd with_the _guidance_of profes:

directors, high school athletic
authorities, college bascball

...coaches;.ete., .etec. Lo

The foundation of the program
is the 13; 14 and 15 year old boys

- -on the standard diamond. Selec-

- this-

tion of this age grouping on the
regulation infield was made or-
jginally after several surveys
(including a survey conducted
with the cooperation of the Na-
tional Reerention Association)
indicated that an. overwhelming
mafjority of the professionally
trained men and women inter-
ested in.youth were in favor of
bngicjggpcqpt of - the pro-

gram.”
The experience during the past
7 seasons of the thousands -of

-- Babe-Ruth League teams clearly

endorses this basic decision. The
physiological develepment of the
33, 14 and 15 year old junior high
and high scheol age boys dic-
tates the use of the regulation
diamond under slightly modified
professional baseball rules. The
younger boys rapidly adjust to
the larger diamond with the as-
surance that no {further adjust-
wment in throwing  pitehing, cte

siotial"pesple sueh-as Tecreation’ have.: :

ball includes the membership of
the Ametican Association of Col-
lege Bascball, American .Ama-
teur Baseball Cangress, Ameri-
can Legion Junior Baseball Pro-
gram, ' American Institute of
Park Executives, American Ree-
réation Society, Babe Ruth
League, Inc., National Federa-
tion of High School Athletic As-
sociations and th¢ National Rec-
reation Association.

Require Certain
_L.L. Equipment
Official Little League rules

specify certain playing equip-
ment .which cach team must

According to- these rules,
each Major team must have at
least 12 conventional baseball
uniforing: T h e's'e’ uniforms;
however, remaifi the property
of the league and are only
loaned to the players for such
a time as the league specifies.

It is also required that each
league provide in each of the
dugouts at least five protective
helmets -approved by National
Little - League Headquarters.
The rule further specified that
each batter and all base-run-
ners must wear these protec-
tive helmets. |
prohibited but shoes with mold-
‘ed rubber cleats are permitted.
__ All. catchers .must. wear
metal, fibre or plastic eup-lype

‘| supporters. It is suggested by

Little League Headquarters
that athletic supporters be
worn by all-the players.

" Televising of regular season
Little League games or spec
ial games is.prohibited. The
appearance of Little League
playelrs.in uniform on_commer-

.. ..~ |Leagues
. ~Shoes-with—metal_cleats - ar.

THE FARMINGTON ENTERPRISE

North Farmington Boys Baseball
Program Was Organized in 1955

With the rapid _residential;

growth in North TFdrmington
the need for a separate base-
ball for boys program for that
area of the community was
deemed necessary.

Therefore, carly in 1955 Bill
Tilder,. Tim MeArt, Jim Caie,
Jack Sheridan and other inter-
ested. -parties” set about the
task-of organizing such a pro-
gram,

They received surplus equip-
ment {rom the Farmingion
Bascball for Boys organization
and set up two leagues of four
teams each with gamgs being

played at”the “Bord-and: Eagle-
clementary school playgrounds.
Considerable help was render-

ed~the -organizers-of the North
Farmington baseball’ program
by Harrp Lapham, official of
Farmington Baseball for Boys,
Inc.

IN 1956-the North Farming-
ton group continued to operate
two leagues of four teams each
with shirts and caps as well as
additional cquipment being
supplied -by the . Farmington
Baseball for Boys organization.

It was in 1957 that a Little
franchise. was taken
ut-for Nopih_Farmington 'Lit-
tle League, Inc.
daries of the pew league were
set from -11 Mile .to.15 Mile
roads from Haggerly Road- on
the west to Inkster Road on
the east.

A FOUR TEAM Major
League and six ‘team - Farm
League was formed. Bill TiHl-
der was mamed first president
of the league. With the gener-
ous contribution of materials
for dugouts, a .flag pole and
packstops made by Bill Weight.

The bolii-

Bill Tilder. A “C Leagu¢” was, ginia_Dunne, vice -president;
also formed to serve those boys
just learning the fundamentals
of baseball, |

In-the fall of 1958 & Women's
Auxiliary was formed to assist
the men in the operations ‘of
thé expanding league.

THIS YEAR, 1038,.a four
tenm Babe Ruth League was
formed with two more Little
League Farm teams being ad-
ded. The name of the organi-
zation was officially changed to
North Farmington Baseball for
Boys, Inc.

Officers_of ‘the North Far
ington” League " this—year—ar
Dick Tilford, .commissioner;
Carl Gustafson, secretary;
‘Ralph - Sheets, secretary;:-Jack-
Sheridan, president of the Babe
Ruth League; Bill-Davis, presi-
dent of the Little League; Jack
Vanderwill, president of the
Farm League; and Mitch Bud-
zenski, players agent for the
Little League and the Farm
League.

Offidlals of the Women's Aux-
iliary for the 1339 season. are:
Elaine Beck, president; Vir:

othy Curpenier, treasurer.

Sponsors of L. L.
"Teams-N, Fatmington

Sponsovs. of the gix Major
League North Farmington Lit-
tle League teams-ave: Red- Sox,
National
Branch 61; Indians, Gordon
Williamson, Inc; Tigers, Al
Karner's-Wilson Dairy; Yan-
kees, Russels Steak House; Ori-
‘| oles; Farmington' Township Po-

for Little League Fav
wete Jean's; Hardv::
er Pan of Northland:

The World Series of Little
League baseball each year
brings together the four Re-
gional winners in four days of
elimination play at Williams-
port, Pennsylvania. ’

_ Support Basobnll for Boys!

Betty Caie, secretaryi- and Dor- "2

Bank of Detroit, .

!

|

avill be needed as they join the
high school teams in the older
‘programs. )
Babe Ruth League, Ine., is a
member of the American Asso-
ciation for Health, Physical Ed-

e e qieation and Reereation; the: Na-

tional Committee for Amateur
‘Baseball, and the National Rece-
'Y A Y _m N.adi

cial television programs willl-
out -express approval of Na-
tional Headquarters is also for-
bidden.

Although no admission may
be~ charged. o-at._any Little
League games, Little -League
headquarters does permit the

man of FrankInm Products—€or
plus several man-hours of work
by several interested in the
league, a new playing fieid was
set up at the Bond school.

In 1958 the League was ex-
_panded with six-Major League
teams being formed as well as
pisht Farm Leagne teams un-

1
ontrs

taking—u
) ¥ot

ry

der-the -direction -of.. President.

and WINDOWS

'Buy direct from the
_Manufacturer and

“Priced Low®

~ Complete_Repair |
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| Support Our -

BASEBALL FOR

'L G. GREENWOOD MFG. CO.

24485 Middlebelt --- 2 biks. N. of 10 Mile

- SERVICE

When that future Big Leaguer hils a home run
_._this_summer, will_you. be_there to_sce_and cheer
him? He needs your support and you will never be
sorry that you helped him with a cheer and a pat
on the back. ' o

Support Your Baseball
For -Boys Program

"'""Pfﬁ'g"ram_ o

Fatmihgtoh --'"lbw__nship

~ Lions Club




