Downtown Parking,
Redev Iopment‘PI"ans'
Started 10 Years Ago

* Work which is now p rapidly on r
of the southeast quadrant of the Downtown Farmington busi-
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nesy district culminates nearly ten yearS of study and effort
to get a substantial program started to sojve problems of in-
adequnte _parking|and deterioration in the downtown area.
1t is_far from the total answer but a big step in the

right diréction.
fore than teh years ago progressive husmessmen and,
owners in thé downtown area, as well as the City

~Council, began to see the need for providing off-street park-

. ing and other improven if a good

district was to be: maintained.

Since the first plans for downtown’ redevelopment and
adequate parking: were set forth, more than a decade. ‘ago,
several different’ plnns have been proposed. Some were sug-
gested By the ci lanning commission and planning com-
mittees and nlhe}xy— the (Council itself. Still others came
from a once active chamber of commerce and from downtown

- merchants.

w The barrier fo fulfillment of ‘néarly all of these plans
| seemed to be dollars. Where can the city get money to pro-
l

vide adequate parking? How ‘should merchants and land

owners be assesséd to pay for offstreet parking and other

1mprovemen!s proposed? Isnl there a developer or a group

of individual land owners enough to do

something “about ‘the situation? These were questions that

were ‘asked many times during the course of plannmg over
the past ten years.

Prior to 1950, nearly all .of the parking provided in

- Downtown Farmington was that afforded in front of:the stores

| on Grand River and Farmington Road and a little alongside

- of buildings where there were still vacant lots.

[ There was a small city pnrkmg lot but it was in pretly|
bad shape. By Council action in January of 1950 funds wege
allocated to surface it with four inches of crushed stone.

A continually’ increasing flow of traffic on Grand River

| Ave, pointed up the need for requiring parking elsewhere

* downtown and in August of 1951 the Council passed a resolu-

% tion prohibiting all parkihg on Grand River. But, the Jack of

'+ parking space “resulted in strong

ijons to this and it wns at a special
meeting one week!later.

. It was decided that the mslnllahon of parking meters

i .might help at least some by keeping individuals from monopo-

Mizing what few parking spaces there ‘were available atl day.

In September of that same year 2 contract was signed for

‘installation of the imeters.

By the end of 1952 Farmington was really startm, to
build up rapidly:iThe need for a planning commission was
realized and steps taken to organize such & body. By the
early part of 1953 the commission. was organized and began
working closely with the City Council to try to solve some of
the complex problems presenting themselves in thjs, a for-
. merly very quigt little town growing up rapidly.

One of the major problems, continuing to become more
and Tmore prevalent, was that of providing a smooth flow of
ent parking in the downfown busmess

r

it traffic and sutfxc
} distriet.
I In the spring of 1953 the city attorney was authorized m
take necessary steps to condemn parts of five lots in Lap-
“ ham’s addition for’off-street parking. Fall of the same year,
the renting of the' William Elliott propérty at the:southwest
corner of Farmington Road .and State St. for parking was ap-
‘proved. The Council agreed fo pay $56 per month for the
propeny ((he Iand \vhere the Food Fair Market is now lo-
cated. .
% Spring of ]954 saw an off-street parkmg ordinance adopt-
| ed and action taken prohibiting building in any areas proposed
for off-street parking.

Late in 1955. blacktopping of the city owned parking lot
on the south side 'of Grand River just west of the business
places on the west side of Farmington Road was authorized.
It was not until nlmust a year later, however, that the contract
! was actually let at!a price of $4,294. The installation of park-
‘. ing meters in this ity lot was okayed in October of 1956.

It was in the Spring of 1956 that it was decided to appoint’
| an offstreet parking committee. Free parking space which
" had been ‘available on the rented parcel west of Farmington

Road south of State .Street was gone. Food Fair Food Store

-Was now 10 on the site. In $eptember of *56 the commit-|

tee was. instructed to make a study for a proposed large park-
‘! ing lot sbuth of Grand River and east of Farmington Road and
! also to plan development of other off-street parking sites.

Another problem that was presented shortly after this
“time was that of providing a suitable route for traffic in and
out of the city'from the north where rapid tesidential building
was in progress. Hopes of getting a better §oute built by the
county failed. It was learned that the portion of Farmington
Road between Ten Mile and Shiawassee in the city was not a
cnunty road. The old Farmington Road route into the city has!
since been closed off. It now winds through Twin Valley Sub-
division, ‘coming out ‘on Shiawassee Road to the south mid-

i

Halsted-8 Mile
Sewer Arm
‘Hearing Mon.

day marning, Sepl. 26, at 9:30,
am. in Oakland County Cir-
cuit Court on the suit which
had been stanted in an-effort
to prevert the Oakland Coun-
ty DPW and ‘Farmington Twp.
from pre with the conr
struction 6f the Halsted-Eight
Mile Sewer Arm.

der is now in
any further work on the pro-|
ject until a decision” by the
court is handed down.

Plaintiffs in the case are Har-|
ry G. Teschke, A. George Rog:
ers and JohiF Bates, in their
own mame, and as representa-
tives of others in like eircum-
stances. All are vesidents in'the
area 1o be served by the pro-

posed HalstedEight Mile Arm.|°

+THE RESIDENTS have;
charged that the special assess-
ment payments they would be
required to make aretoo high
and that they have no need for|
the sewer system in that area
at the present time arfyway. 1
is their opinion that only large

A" hearing will be held Mon-|

A temporary restraining - ory
t p s

roads away from the school
is a program that was a;

this year on the recommen

THE USE OF safety patrol buys and
girls to assist younges children in crossing

ndoned some.
years ago in"the Farmington public school -
system. The practice was started up again

special school highway safety committee.

A,ltlmngh it
area proper indications a

dation of a
ington Road

is still rather early h) tell

ow- successful the program will be, all

re that the plan is off to a

good start. Here Patrol Boy Carl Hunt is
shown holding up a group of youngsters
until safe crossing is assured.
ture was snapped at the Shiawassee.Farm.

‘This pic-

intersection.

Coupon Values

Galore Offered
Next 3 Days

Some really exceptional bar-
gains as well as free merchan
dise is being offered by a num|
ber of your local Farmington
area merchants this week.
Thursday, Friday and Satur-|
[day of this week — September!|
22, 23 and 24 — have been
designated as Farmington Cou-
'pon Days.

Turn to page 7-A i this issue
and see all the sensational of-
fers being made to you by the
various merchants. Tear the|
whole page cut and take advan-|
tage.of each and every one of|
them.

Remember the: coupons are

landholders in ‘the area plan-
ning to develope subdivisions|
now have an interest in seeing|
the sewer arm constructed at|
this time, .

After court action had been
started by the residents of this
area, a cross bill of complaint|
was filed by the county and
township. Tn the cross-bill it is
asked that the court perma-|
nently emjoin -any person oOr
group from contesting the vali-
dity. of the seiting up of special
assessment districts for the|
sewer system in the manner in
which it has been done in this|
case.

‘THIS ACTION is being sought|
purs;?nt to provisions of he
Pu

To 8,673,

Total .enrollment in th

just prior to the opening
month and is still climbing,

As of Friday of dast wi

Act 161 of the Public Acts of
1959,

Larcenies in
City Reported

Three reports of larceny were
handled by the City Police dur-
ing the past week, two of which|
occurred at Our Lady of Sor-
row's new church where con-
struction is in progress,

Both largepies at Sorrows|;
took place tast weeckend and din-|
volved building materials tak-|
en from two different contrac-|
tors, ‘One contractor reported
missing several items of buil-
ding wnaterials from “the _job|
site valued at about $85, The
other involved the theft of al
carburetor from a moter used|
lon a power lift which was|
valued at about $15.

A third larceny reported tol
city police concerned eight hub|
caps taken from Bill Root|
(:'hevmlet last Friday at an es

See DOWNTOWV PARKING—Page 84

_Transfer Some--
C'ville Pupils

Several kmdergarten pupils)

School Enrollment Up

Climbing

e Farmington public sehool

system has now shot somewhat past>the estimate made

of the schools earlier this

It was-set at 8,620 by school administrators a few
days before the doors of the district’s 13 elementary!
and three secondary schools were swung open for the
start of the 1960-'61 school year.

eek this figure has swollen

to 8,673, or 53 students. over the pre-school estimate.

This is not the official 60-
61 enrollment figure.
~figure” is ‘et a
Friday ‘of September as re-|
quired by state law.
A BREAKDOWN Shows the
y ‘school

12
S olothe “Tonrthily

Special Safety
Award Given

g
A-special certificate of
hei will be

good today, and Sat-
urday on!y, Sept. 22, 23 and 24.

Making some reall), big offers
to. you are: Jean's Hardwnm,
Morrell TV & Record Shop,
Reddi Drapery’ Cleaners, Bel:
Aire Drugs, Farmington Lum-
ber Co., Royal Clothes, Oak
Pharmacy, Harvi’s, H. A. Smith

\to the. City of Farmington pub-|
lic safety department and the
Farmington school system s
next Wednesday in recognition}
of their joint progress in acclv
dent prevenh(m work.

will

Lumber & Snpp]y TFood Fair
Markets, Bill ‘Root .Chevrolet,
‘Ross Shoes, Greg Shoes, Far-
mington Bike ‘& Repair’ Shop,
Krogers, Robentson Hardware,

‘House, Bel-Aire 5 &

made by Sgt. Michael Sibal of
the state police department's
safety and 4raffic bureau on be-
half of the National Traffic
Safety. Council. Tt will be for-|
mally awarded at the moon|-
luncheon meeting of the Fanm-|
‘mgwn Exchange-Club- at ~Guf
n's Restaurant.,

Primarily, the award is &n
recognition of the efforts made
ial)

in the Clal School Dis-
trict had to be transferred from
one school to another in order
to properly balance "classes.
When classes opened twol
weeks ago there were approxi-
mately 18 pupils per section in|
the Westbrook kindergarten
“hue at Edgewood the earoll-
ments were double or slightly
mare. Botsford and Grandview

were also d

ably higher ihan Westhrook.
In making 4he -iransfers|
keep youngsters in the . same|
family at the same school
wherever ,possible. Pupils pri-
marily affected in the transfer|
plans were those who are be-
ing rangported to school be-|
cause distances, in such cases,

‘umaled value of $65.

are an insignificant factor.

school officials endeavored ¢o| ¢l

to be 5735. The total junior
high enrollment is 1,825 and
the senior high enrollment
1,118. Thesefigures include 90
students el ng special edu-|
cation training in the local
school system.
The enroliment/ breakyown|

Mlddlebell
Shiawassee
Ten Mile

.Wthm a very few days con- steel structure featurmg the use,
. struction will' begin on the 3,400fof masonry on the roof, walls
and floors and will .be com-|
pletely fireproof. John A. Allen,
architect, is the de-
signer of the building.

The structure will contain 12|
rooms including a lounge and
corference rooms as well as the
Association's . business' offices.|
Completion is set for the first|
of the year.

[ tage on the north side of Free-
‘dom’ Road between Maple “and|
Farmington Roads.

The proposed one story buil-|

| ding will be a masonry and

OSteopathlc Headquarters B’ldg.
In F’ton To Be Erected Soon

At the present rume the Osteo-
pathic headquarters are located

the mew Ajsociation headquar-|
ters will be the preparation for)
ication’ of the i

This is the way the.secondary
school enrollment breaks down:

Farmington Jr. High ¥ . 985
Dunckel Jr. High ...... 840
Senior High ...........1113

enri

in both the public and parochi
hools of Farminglon to pro-
vide good safety education pro-|
grams and the assistance given|
the.schools by the city's pubhc
safety t is a

10 Store, Pmdand, Mac's Sc
o $5.00, Grimes Cleaners,
Hinklés of Farmington, Max-
well Smith, Inc.

S Farmlngtori
Civic Assn. to
Mest Sept. 29

Bnngmg of Detroit water in-
[to the ‘dry areas’ of Farming:|
ton Township and the result of|
nevonahons to get no parking
on Grand River

recogmuon of the public safely
depar¢ment’s record of oo high
way deaths over an extended|
period of time. o
Guests of thonor representing|’
the eity at the presentation|
ceremony will be Mayor Robert
Lindbert, Safety Director Jo-|
seph DcVnendt, Attorney Rob-|
ert Kelly and Judge John J.
Schulte. Represenlmf' the Far-
mington public schools will bel
Supt. G. V. Harrison and Don-|
ald Hossler and James Reed,
assistant  superintendents.
"A representative or represen-|

rows schools will also
sent.

be pre-

Dr. Anderson to -
Speak to C'ville PTA

Dr. Carl Anderson of Eastern|
\hc}ugan University will speak
i “Financing of Public Edu-
cahon" at a joint meeting: of)

No
by grades has yet-been com-
pleted.

‘The official fourth Fnday in
enroliment last year

at 81 Glendale in
Park.-The Farmington site was|
selected by the 1,350 member
organization ., ber:ause it was]
considered an . ideal location
both pow and in the futire be
cause of the northwest exparr,
sion of the

tion’s monthly magazine, prep-|
anation and distribution of pub-|
lic health information, informa-|
tion bulletins for members and|
various routine office proce-|
dures in connection with the
i of the Associati

AMONG THE BUSINESS ac-
tivities that will {ake place in|

% {cheon Inc. at dits last meeting|

STUDBNT ABCHITECT Charles Gor-
man points outfome of the fea}uxes in the

. huﬂdlng was
" ALAy

i~{physicians and Surgeons. Ac-|

e period o1
3 Elementary School m August 5,
| bor, ‘etc. andeis a ‘direct Tesult

2 {by school officials.

|sions $tated it was not willing|

" Dr.. Joseph Walker of [Royal
Oak is president of the Michi
gan Association of Osteopathic|

cording to recent reporis thel
state .D. O.s are mow serving
22 percent of the total popula-|tos
tion.

Aecept ‘Bond
For Grandview.

“The Clareneeville Board - of
'Education accepted .a bond” in
ithe mame of Lockwood McCit-

fnr an extension of the guaran-
n the Grandview|

1961,
The bond covers material, o

of the rpmblem relative o the|
terrazo floor, it was announ

‘The Board on several ocea:|

deslg'n by John A, Allen,
archi ect .

maodel of, the! proposed stdte =
- building of lhr )&ﬁchigm Aasocm(nn\ of '

L~

|te accepl the terrazo floor ye:

cenﬂy at the school. |

was 7,542. This year's enroll;

tatives from Our Lady of Sor(D]

changed will be the major items
of discussion at a- meeting of
the South Farmington Civie As-
sociation next ’muu-sday eve-|
ning, September 29,

Thé, meeting will be held at
the township fire hall on Wheel-|
er St starting at.8 p.m. and
21l South Farmington Twp. re-
sidents are invited to attend.

Larry Pate of Pate and Hern,
consulling engineering firm,)
will give a repont on finalized
plans to bring water to the so)
called ‘dry areas’. A represen-
tative of the Oakland County|

PW will also give a report
on water consumption Tates and|
why they, will bes higher than
those, presently being paid by
some Detroit water u.sers in
Section 36,

A ort will also be madel
on n muons with the state|

and, stafey

P Super Market, ‘Hams the

Clty Manager Named
Will Take Over Oct.’3

The. appomtment of John D. Dman of Oak Park

as new, Far

Mon-

He will take over duti
-Dinan replaces Earl S

placement [ould be found.
Dinan, 34, has had con:

assistant city manager in
e Y S e

Cville Accepts
Bond Sale Bid
At Bd. Meeting

Low bidder for the purchase

City
day by Mayor Robert Lindbert.

es here on October 3.
cherffius who reslgned the

later part of August due to poor health. Mayor Lind-
bert has been serving as acting manager until a re-

siderable experience in city

admmxstranon work, having served as an engineer and

Ogk Park for a nine year
period. A native of the Des
troit area, he holds a bache-
lor of science degree in civil
engineering from Lawrence In-
stitute of Technology.”

Daring the major portion of
his time as assistant manager
in Oak Park, Dinan worked
Jdireetly un der Harold- K.
Schone.  Following ' Schone’s
i ion he served as acting

of $850,000 in general
bonds fop the Clarenceville
School District was Braun Bos-

_|worth and Company of Detroit

at an average annual inferest|

was accepted by resolution at|
the September 15 meeting of|
the School Board.

Opening of construeﬁon bids|
for additions to the Grandview|
Elementary School and to Clar:|
enceville Senior High School
will take place during the next
regular meeting of the Board|
of Education, Sepmmbef 2.

Plans for' the proposed addi-|
tions to these dwo schools were|
approved at Tecent meetings of|
e Board of Education and

lans for an addition to dnother|
clementary school are now in|
progress.

Thiyee firms

b 4 bid

rate of 4.3577 percent. This bid|,

manager for about six months
until the appointment .of Virgil
Knowles, under whom he also
worked for a period of time.
WHILE DINAN was at Oak
Park, that community grew
from a small town of 5,000 to a
hus}ling city of 36,000 people.
He is thus very familiar with
the problems of a rapidly grow-
ing and changing city.

‘ ‘There were a total of 8,000
new homes put under congtruc-
tion during the nine year
iod that Dinan-served there.
Projects in which he had a hig
part' in planmng, engineering
and supervising were the lay-
ing of 67 miles of sewer mains,
62 miles of water mains and
70 miles of paving.

Dinan was m charge of per-

tion af Oak

for fhe $850,000 bond issue with|
total pet interest costs ranging
from $637,397.80 by the low bid-
der to $661,024.96 by the high|
bidder, Strahanahan’Harris ° &|
Co. of Toledo, Ohio. The in be-|
tween bidder, John Nuveen and
Co. of Chicago submitted a fig-
ure of $643,290.

Average inferest costs per|
year in the Strahanhan & Co.|
bid ted to 4.51930 percent.

Park and served as-a liaison
between the city manager and
the various department heads.
He was respansible for the
semng up of special assessment
districts and the handling of all
bond issues for numerous pro-
jects n thisrapidly growing
city. During the last three
years he hendled all public re-
lations work for- the city in-
luding the i f in-

and the bid by Nuveen called
for a 4.39806 percent figure.*

Comm, College
Meeting Held

The {first organizatiopal meet-|
ing of the Citizens Study .Com-|
mittee for the pro North
west Wayne County Community|
College was held Wednesday)|
night, Sept. 21, at the New-
Burgh School in Livonia.

Clarenceville, Garden _City,|
Livonia, Plymouth, Redford
‘Union and South Redford school|
districts have been participat-]
ing in the planning for.the pro-|
posed Northwest Wayne (Cour-
ty Community College.

Each of the school dfstricts]
had four more members an the

high

polioe to get: the no parking|
restrictions on Grand -~ River
from Inkster Road do the City

PTA groups Wed-

nesday, 28 at 8 p.m.|
AN residents of the Clarence-
ville School are invited to at:|

of F limit lifted or at
least ‘eased. .

"There will also be 4 Teport]
given on”the fihancial success|

tend  this * program and hear|
Dr. "Anderson, .

Clar-
cnceville wePe Melvin Kuehn,
‘Bernard Otis, Charles L. Pierce|
and Naomi Stevens.

Greeting the citizens forming
the Citizens' Study Committee
was Dr. Albert M. Ammerman,
executive committee and co|

of the horse show *

ordinating officer.

o
quiries on ¢ity matters, the tak-
ing of complaints, the compil-
ing of news reports and the
preparing -of various other re-
ports for public consumption.
LACK OF opportunity for ad-
vancement was cited by Dinan-
as ‘his chief reason for leaving
his assistant manager's position
at Oak Park.
Married. and_the “father of

.{five children, Dinan presently

resides at 23240 Berkley Street
in Oak Park.
A total of 22 nghcauﬁs

ager's job here, Mayor Lind-
[bert stated. Dinan was selected
{from, a field of five Who were
consitlered seriously and inter-
viewed at some length, the
mayor concluded. 4 ;

Girl Injured as
Car Hits Sign

Katherine Sheeran, 23, of Dé-
troit suffered facial injuries
Monday afternoon when the car
she was driving hit- a school
sign at the intersgction of Mid-
dlebelt and Shiawassee.

Miss Sheeran stated that she

ment to date thus an
increase of 1,078 pupils. ,

Six Adult Ed.
Classes Start

Art, bridge, sewing, stocks
land bonds, upholstering 2 nd
women’s health classes are fiow
underway through the Farming-

ton-School District adult educa-
tion fall program, .it was: dis-
closed Monday.

Due, do 'a lack of . interest
shown in:the proposed typing
apd organ classes these cour-
ses. will not be offered this fall
1t was indicated. that the phy-|
sical education -for nien class
might also be dropped due' 40
insufficient registration.

Heaviest registration was for
the art course, it was reporied,|
Due: 10 the heavy enrollment|
4wo separate ‘classes Wwill' 'be
conducted.

OK Playground Work|

‘Approval was given at thel
last meeting of "the Clarenge:|

ville Board of Edugation to con-|
tinve the improvng of the
|Grandview Elementary School
p!aygm\mq area, o

R R

lost control of her car on the
wet black top road while mak-
ing a left turn: from
see to Middlebelt and skidded
into the sign stopping abrupﬂy.

A SPECIAL evening.

jod for Farmington Townsh
was held last Wednesday -ev:
Duncke} Junior
voters- were signed up, To

hown here reglstering Mrs,

-yet listed in the poll books to vote Nov. 8
[gh_school. Over 140 new_
Flnyd Calrns reporfed. Cairds, center, is
-’nl 32291 Chiesterbrook ' in " We;

Pt .2 Looking of the left, is
p_voters not'* = Danlel T. Murphy, Jr.,” Oaklnd County
Clerk-Register of Deeds. 'New residents

enlng at the
pClesk "

Nancy Davis 8 election,

r‘zoke No.

and others not yet registered fo vote are

reminded that Monday, Qctober. 10, at 8+

poav is the [lnal time-for 59’ ;l g (o qual:
. -ify as.a voter: ld the unpogl Novembei

a sudden stop:

gar hit one coming the oppusxte
way driven by Arth

so of Farmington,

Clatenceville Needs -
Sub Bus Drivers = ~

’me'Cla:e.ncevilleSchodnis
triet has cited 1a need for sub-

would ‘be available to take ove_r.
on shdrt notice in the e
regular driver is unable to drlve

?&ﬁ ithe Board of Education of-
ice.

void the druck -
ead of her which had come

sfitute. school bus drivers who:

v

were received for the city man- -

Shiawas- *

due to iliness. For details cair -



