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In Defense of Fa

Bullding contractor Bruce Duke spends his
free time as a Birch Society Chapter Leader
in Farmington, He is a dedicated man,

Dedication is a fine thing, And you have to
admire a man who fights for his beliefs.

But one of the problems. with the Birch-
Society is that once its mind is made-up it does
not let facts get in its way, ‘

CROCKETT LEFT-WING -

On the evening of March 25, Bruce Duke

stood In the cold, outside the Universalist-

Unitarlan Charch of Farmington, passing out

leaflets protesting the appearance inside, of

altorney George Crockett, a5 one of the pan-
Farmi, C:

ington Forum
About Duke’s charge that he appears to
have rigged the discussion, Milthone said: “I
didn’t know most of those in'the audience,
.and had no idea of the political philosophy
of thoge I recognized to ask questions, The
idea that there was some puppet-master in

the back of the audience signalling me as to

whom to recognize is absurd.
POINDEXTER BACKS MILLHONE
Councilman Poindexter, who many conserv-
atives admire, and who Bruce Duke feels must
have been insulted by the treatmert conmserv-
atives got at the Forum, actually feels Just the

opposite. On the conduct of the meeting, he
to this “Although Mr,

elists in the Forum.
The leaflet contained a list of left-wing ac-
tivities carried on by Crockett.

An inquiry by this reporter reveals that.the
list is correct; that Crocketf is a radical guy .
indeed.

I have asked Mr. Duke whether he thought

it 2 bad thing for the community to listen to 2 i~

left-winger such as Crockett, He did not think
so. He simply felt that the public should' be
informed of the man's philosophy ahead of
time.

This is a reasonable position to take, and
had we known of Crockett’s background
earlier we would have jncluded it in onr
articles publicizing the Forum. We did know
that James and Grace Lee Boggs, who were
also panelists, were of the far-left, and we so
reported if well in advance of their appear-
ance,

Ironically, Crockett, the subject of Duke’s
Ire, did not show up. But compared to the
Boggs', he is practically a middleof-the-road

conservative,
- MEETING RIGGED

‘While, as we have said, there is nothing
wrong with handing out leaflets, we must take
strong exception to Duke's version of what went
on inside the church,

According to the Duke versiom, the opert
discussion following the formal statements was
apparently rigged, Duke says there appeared to
be a man at the back of the room pointing out
who the moderator should eall on. .

He says that practically all of the people
who were recognized were “non-conservatives”;
that the few times conservatives got the floor
they were ruled out of order by the moderator.

He says many in the audience deeply re.
sented the way the affair was bandled; that
Thomas L. Poindexter, who was one of the
panelists, must have resented being dragged
into an affair like that. )

Finally, he has stated that the affair was
sponsored by the Farmington Human Relations
Council

WHAT DID HAPPEN

‘What really happened at the Forum was far
different than the Duke version,

To begin with, it should be noted that the
presence of James and Grace Lee Boggs
weighted the panel in favor of the left. But this
was 50 only because Virginia Crawford, a Birch
Society Chapter leader from Redford Township,
withdrew from the panel, and her replacement,
former Birch Society Officer James Freed, of
Farmington, fdiled to show up. '

It should be noted that Birch Society mem-
ber Schuyler Rogerglas agreed to appear on the
next Forum program, Friday night, when the
topic will be Russian-American relations, ;

The main charge, that conservatives were
Dot given a fair chance to express their opinions

. during the open discussion, is highly inaceurate.
As a matter of fact, almost everyone who did
offer an opinion or a question was more or
less conservative—at least not radical.

This was 50 because of the presence of the
Boggs’. They are bitter people. For them, the
American dream is 2 nightmare, They poured
their vitriol out on the audience, and it re-
sponded in kind. Almost every question and.
almost every comment was directed at the
Boggs’, and almost everyone was critical,

The moderator was John Millhone, of
Farmington. He Is Chief Editorial Writer for
the Detroit Free Press. He was pinch-hitting
for the regular moderator, Leo Peel, journal-
ism instructor at Farmington High, who
couldn’t be present. .

It was my opinion, and everyone I have
talked to outside of Mr. Duke, agrees that Mill-
bone did an excellent job. .

Labor Leaders Old-Fashioned?

1t is an undeniable truth of histary that when
@ facet of the culture of man, be it political,
social or religious, outlives its usefulness, it be-
gins to disintegrate, or is absorbed by a newer
phase. Through history we have witnessed the
growth of political states, from clan to feudal
state, to natlon; each giving .way to a greater
-need, more often than not, a greater common

. enemy,
Reports from Miami of the apathetic meeting

of heads of our nations labor unions cause us
to wonder if the labor union has not reached a
crossroads. As labor’s contracts with mapage-
ment expire we witpess the continued demands
for even higher wages, ever shorter hours apd
ever cleaner washrooms. If the fire is going
out of the arguments put forth by labor it may
be because they have outgrown their usefulness.
The - posturings of labor and management
reached en all time low in Detroit last year
with a pressmen’s strike that in essence was
nothing. more than a personality clash between
spokesmen; depriving the public of their daily
paper, depriving businesses of- an advertising
medium depriving those who worked in associa-
tion with the pressmen of their pay for an un<

Millhone once wrote a rather scathing articls
against me. in the Detroit Free Press, still T
thought he did a very fair job in moderating
the meeting at the .Farmington Unitarian
Church,

“I am sure he and ¥ would disagres on
many political issues. But it was my impres-
sion that he called on most of the persons
who had a question for the panel; and that
any seeming favoritism for the Boggs’ was
due to the fact that a majority of the audi-
ence was opposed to the Boggs® and
on directing most of the questions at them.”

GOOD MODERATOR

Now to the charge that Millhone ruled the

cotiservatives out of order when they did man-

age to get called on. I was on the parel; I talked.

to a number of people who were there—includ-
ing Councilman Poindexter—and as far as any
of us can recall, Millhone only interrupted two
people from the audience. Neither was a con.
servative, Neither's comment was germane to
the topic of “States' Rights”” One woman of
apparently liberal persuasion wanted to discuss
world government. And one dear soul.wanted
to describe her life on a slave plantation.

Duke claims that many of the people in the
audience were unhappy with the handling of
the affair. I was one of the last people to leave,

. and no one expressed such a comment to me.
In fact, there were enthusiastic rump meetings
going on 2lt over the building, long after the
main event, .

I asked Mr, Duke to give me the names of
some of the unhappy. people; that-T might call
them and get their opinions, He said he wouldn't
do so; but would contact them himself, and see
if they wanted to talk to me,

As yet, no one has come forward.

FORUM SEPARATE ORGANIZATION

Finally, there is the statement that the

i C ity Forum by
the Farmington Human Relations Council, Mill-
hone, who is currently Chairman of the Human

Relations Council, had the following comment:

“The Farmington Human Relations Coun-
cll and the Farmington Community Forum
are completely separate organizations, Few
people belong to both; none of ‘the officers
are the same. . .

“The purpose of each Is laudable, but quite
different. The Council is seeking to improve
human relations Jargely through’education pro-
grams, The Forum is seeking to bring the ex-
citing world of ideas to this area by the pres-
entation of sharply opposing viewpoints ona
number of controversial subjects,

“My only connection with' the Forum has
been to serve as moderator of its recent pro-
gram on states’ rights.”

Mr. Duke says he got the idea that the
Forum and the Human Relations Councll
were connected from the newspapers. This
reporter has researched back, and can find
10 such reference, !

Bruce Duke is an obviously sincere end
well-meaning person. He ‘believes he is fighting
for freedom—especially for that of the young
people of the nation.

i ‘But'what he fails to realize is that in its
desire to silence opposing voices, and in its
belief that its ends justify ruthlessness, Birch-

Ism is practically identical to the Communism
it despises; that the difference between our
system and that of the Communists lies in the

tolerance we show to our dissenters .

“THAT,” AS THOMAS JEFFERSON ONCE

SAID, “TRUTH IS GREAT, AND WILL PRE-
VAIL IF LEFT TO HERSELF , , -

ALLEN ROSENFELD

On the other hand we have in cur land
today an unemployment problem. Our nation’s
leaders are flinging out in all directions—ideas
and money (your money)—to find some solu-
tion to an ever growing group of untrained,

- unemployed men who are victims of the times.

Might not our labor unions eccept this as
their .new area of concern?

Perhaps it is time for labor unions to stop
jealously guarding the jobs of their members
restricting the number of new members to an
absolute minimum; perhaps it is time for labor
10 take positive action in a new direction,

Walter Reuther, with his words of encour-
agement to demonstrators in Selma this week,
has shown that the AFLCIO is willing to as-
sume social responsibility in 2 new direction.
It is to be hoped that other labor forces will
follow his lead.

In short, history has moved on and the
labor problem as it existed In the 30’s {s mot
the Tabor problem that exists today, Gur
labor unfons have the choice of continuing
to fight for the problems of the 30's or they
can look to today's needs and do some réal
service for the cause of labor,’

: .. BEBE'LINDHQUT

believable four months. i
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LANSING LEGISLATORS from The
Observer Newspapers' circulation area
posed at the Speaker of the House’s
podium Wednesday when. a three-man
Observer- task force visited the Capitol
to interview them. From left: Richard A.
Young (D), 33rd District Representative;

Speaker of -the House' Joseph Kowalski
(D); John Bennett (D), 34th Distriet Rep-
resentative; Marvin Stemplen (D), 35th
District Representative;
64th District Representative; and James
Tierney (D), 36tk District Representaﬁye. :

Ray Baker (R),

THE READER SPEAKS UP:

In Defense of Mrs. Liuzz

Editor: .
Last week a very brave
young woman, Mrs. Viola Liuz-
20, gave her life, because it
was lived from day to day in
the belief of the equality and
dignity of all people. I would
like to try, at this time, to
answer anyone who questions
the intentions or character of
this woman, and anyone who
charges her with the neglect of
her children to please try to
re-examine their views.

More and more, I notice, as
T hear people talk of what they
want for their children, that
so much of what they want is
made up of material advan-
tages, some of which they,
themselves may have misted.
This in itself is not wrong, it
is mbrmal and admirable to
want to give our children more
than our parents were able to
provide for us.

However, I say to fellow
middle class _suburbanites,
there is so mnch more to life
than 2 large house, mewer
furniture, a shinfer car, and
the cholcest of summer
camps.

In the everyday pursuit of
personal gain, do we not de-
prive our children of the great-
est gift of all, the lesson of the
Golden Rule?

I defend Mrs. Liuzzo's right
o have been where she was,
notwithstanding the ' fact that
she had a hushand ard five
children. I mourn her death,
and cry when I think of these
children growing up without &
mather, but let us respectfully
submit that her legacy to her
children is one of moral
strength and resolution, and
that noe of us know bow long
we will be.here to guide our

en.

Let us remember. that of the
important heritages we bestow
upon our children, the first of
which is moral and spiritual
guidance, it'is. often not how
long, but how much we give.

Please let us not call bravery
and conviction foolishness; sim-
ply because we lack the neces-
sary courage to do what must
be dome to insure all of our
children the right to grow up
in 2 free society.

Mrs, Liuzzo gave the very
most a mother can give, her
life, to help make this a reality
in the life of her children, and
mine, and yours.

In the final analysis it is up
to us to insure that her life
was not lost in vain. The time
is long past for sitting on the
fence. Today is not too soon to
stand up ard be counted and
get involved.

CAROLYN STERN
{A MOTHER WHO LOVES
HER CHILDREN)
L]
Answer to Audax
Vulgare
Editor:

1 wish to comment on the re-
cent observations by Audax Vul.
gare (Observer, March- 24) re.
garding the present conditions
of Redford hip Demo-
cratic Party. .

I can only. comment on the

segment which directly con-
cerns Frank McGowan. The pro-
position of the Democratic
Party backing civil service is
belag held in abeyance until 2
draft of the bill is presented to
& committee composed of An-
gelo Angerilli and myself and
we have a chance to examine it
and present our findings ¢o the
executive .

As far as a refusal to support
civil service by the. executive
board is concerned. it is not
true. If the bill, when it is pre-
sented, is found to be satisfac-
tory it will, I assure you, re.
ceive the-support of the Red-
ford Township Democratic
Executive Board,

FRANK McGOWAN

L]
Kindness Noted

Editor:

Dear Mr. Upton:

Our boys attend Coolidge
School and od occasion it is
necessary for me to meet-them
at school. As a result, I have
been fortunate to witness a
most heart-warming scene.

There is 2 boy (presumably
in the first grade) who is
hendicapped and as a result
requires special transportation,
He is met by 2 woman (em-
ployed by Livonia Schools)
whose name I do not kmow.
Most likely she is one of the
many “nameless” whose efforts
Dpass unnoticed. I hope to recti-

is.
She greets this child with
such warmth and tenderness
that even at a distance it can-

<&

not be mistaken. He is always -

so delighted to see her, and
though I do not hear the con-
versation, it is quite evident
that her greeting is always

children going out for recess
and playing in the muddy play-
ground and in ey nelghbor's
back yard, i

What aboat the rest of |the
children that walk from Seven
3ile to the school? Not only
the children on this street |but
Lathers and the other streets
in this school area that do|not
have sidewalks. I have lived
Dere nine years and have néver
seen a child going to or from
school fn any danger. The
parents complain of Brentwoad
being such a busy street when
it is them that are making it
50 busy by driving their chil-
dren the three or four blocks
to school,

The school yard runs to |the
subdivision and if they want 2
walk so bad let the schogl put
one in the and everyone
Bay for it, not just the 11 homes
on this side of the street. |

1 would also like to see slde-
walks on Seven Mile so we can
walk to the shopping - center
without being in the mud, Most
of us do not have two cars and
at times would like to go shop-
ping during the- day but ean't
hgrl:zuse of the mud on Seizen

e.

We also think Brentwobg
should be watched for speedérs,
We have a 25 mile speed limit
posted along with school signg
and still T have had people pass.
me when I am going 25 myself
just to get home a_second lor
two sooner. I do not think any
person's life is worth the couple
of seconds that are saved. {In
the summer time this street! is
a race track every single night,

3 Disturbed Resident
n B, ¢

an
She, then, very gently, helps
him to the car and into his
seat, One can only guess at
bow this_daily episode affects
this child.

These “small” things are so
very important. Yet, when a
school system reaches the size
of ours is, we tend t6 lose sight
of the most basic ingredient—
the child. Perhaps this episode
will be a source of pride and
encouragement to others in our
community. I am requesting
you to send this lettet to “The
Livonian Observer.”

" Thank you,.
Selma Goldberg

More Against

Sidewalks
Editor: .

As a resident of Brentwood
in the area where Hearthstone
sub-division (Livonia) wants to
have sidewalks constructed I
wotld like to voice my opinion
along with my neighbors. We
would like to know what is go-
ing to keep the children out of
the ditches that would be be-
tween the sidewalks and the

“roads?

What is going to stop the chil-
dren from cutting through our
yards like they do and use the
sidewalks instead?

If the parents object to the

-mud the children walk through

[ ]
. 'Wants Answer i
Editor: '
Your epathy to the readdrs
is appalling in regard to State
Rights discussion presented by
the Farmington Forum on
March 25 in Farmington. ° |
I would like to have you
answer why you felt it unnecés.
sary to comment about this
extremely controversial jssue fn
week’s paper? H
You must believe in' some-
thing. Let’s hear what it is, |
Mrs, F, W, Johns
. armington
(Ed. Note: Challenge ac:
cepted —please check editor-
ial “In Defense of Farming.
n Forum” and article on
Page 12.)
[ ] !
Cheers
Editor: i
Congratulations on your ex-
panded newspaper services to
Westurbia. With the Observer
now going into more than
000 homes in the western
sectors of the Detroit metropol-
itan area, it should serve as a
coh;sive force to help neigh-
boring communities work to-
gether to solve their common
problems. i
PAUL LUTZEIER .:

,Yesterday’bs‘ Headlines

25 YEARS AGO
Following the Livenia town-
ship spring election The Livo-
nian of April 10, 1040, printed
its results. For Supervisor Jesse
Ziegler, 225 votes; clerk, Harry
Wolfe, 225 votes; and for
treasurer, Arthur Trapp. Other
front. page news included the
announcement of a special
school election and a report con-
cerning the sale of Livonia land
by the state. B
20 YEARS AGO
The Livonian of April 11,
1845 told of the urgent need
for American Red Cross Motor
Corps volunteers Ladies
tween the ages of 18 and 60
were, eligible to join.
15 YEARS AGO
Jesse Ziegler, Livonta’s super-

. |visor has publicily announced

that he ‘will seek the office of

reported the results of a blue

be- city, ‘When the question was

mayor when Livonia becomes a
city as_reported in the Livonian
of April 7, 1950, Other front
page news included the report
by Dave Meinzinger that Livo-
nia needs a recreation area, -
- 10 YEARS AGO
“21-Percent Visit Polls.Here”
was the banner headline for th

The Observer Nempapeni
have the greatest circula- |
tion’ growth of any Mich-

|

- day and age — K

" change your entire future and that of your children and

By MYRA CHANDLER: . J

Since it’s fashionable to be tagged something in this
eft, right, Birch, Civil Righter — I d¢
want to conform. It is my desire {0 go on record as ar
Ind dent, Romney" ican, Conservative, -

- And this is after a task force of the mighty editorial®
staff of The Observer descended on Lansing last Wednes
day for a.day’s perusal of our local Legislators and of
the status of their bills. . ) .

Each of us.was invited to “sit on the floor” of |

-the House, as well as of the Senate, as a guest of our

local repr i It was an Y

to question them at length. .

There are bills before our lawmakers that

could

their offsprings. C

If you are concerned enough about some of these
and want to express yourself — you will find your legis
lator has a willing ear. '

In Redford Township. your Representative is John -
Bennett; in Livonia, Marvin Stempien; in Plymouth,
Northi Nankin and Garden City, James Tierney; in
Farmington, Ray Baker; in four Southern precinets of
Livonia, Richard A. Young; and inthe Senate, Farrell
Roberis for Plymouth, Livonia and Farmington; Ed-
ward Robinson, for Redford Township; Terry Troutt
for Nankin and Garden City. i

George Montgomery (D), Chairman of the General
Taxation Committee, said there were several bills pend-
ing before his committee concerning legislation to aid
parochial schools. He said he did not believe any of them
would get out of committee this year. However, he added
“Each year they get a little closer to going onto the
floor” for a vote. He thought that probably in next year's
session one or. more would pass, particularly the bill
giving tax exemptions up to the amount of tuition paid
by parochial parents. i i
« It is possible some of us will gather at the lauriching
pad, and board the Mayflower, for the moon to get away
from church-controlled schools — or was this where we
came in 300 years ago?

I was happy fo recognize an old friend — a bill .
that I read last season — it was one Paul Chandler as
State Representative had sponsored on the adoption of
a proposal for State sharing in the cost of school con-
struction and debt service.

It is H.B. 2107 .wherein school districts are per-
mitted bonding authority for school constructions. It
passed the House 82-19 (bi-partisan) and is now in Senate
committee. .

Other bills on education:

#H.B. 2122 would amend the School District re-
organization to permit an i iate school district to
merge two or more school districts of the third class or
higher.

H.B. #2123 would allow school board members to
file for the school board with $100 instead of petitions,
which would be refunded if nominated.

#H.B. 2078 would amend the election law to re-
quire that in townships having a population of more
than 50,000, the clerk would designate assistant clerks
to be present at-each elementary school building in the
township for registration of voters from I to 8 p.m. eac!
day except Sundays, 30 days preceding any gene
election.

HB 2160 provides financing for the Michigan Pub-
lic School Employees retirement system.

H.B. #2309 Private Payment for Mentally Handl-
capped requires, in cases where school districts do not
provide in any way for the education of mentally handi-
capped children, that payments of aid be made to the
parent or guardian, §

. H.B. #2305 appropriation to community college dis-

tricts of $78,750 based on $2.50 per student.

HB :2306 Felony to damage a school bus or equip-

ment, :
HB #2309 State Supt. may approve classes for men-

lly handi children conducted b; or-

ganizations. Tuition reimbursement from school aid fund.

HB #2315 Misdemeanor to have cigarette vending
machines in any school building, t

HB #2234 requires that the 7.5% taken by the
state from school aid funds for retirement purposes be
deducted at the local level.

SB 365 establishes library systems, provides state
support.

SB 3196 requires schools ¢o offer social studies
in state and local government, specifies the number of
hours and length of time,

More bills have gone into the hopper in this session
than in any other — and the above are only a minute
smattering of same. ‘

Lobbyists having to keep their masters informed,
are no doubt earning their money this year — with the
need to learn the names and habits of so many fresh

ces.
The bill that proposed tax relief for senior citizens
passed the House 62-36 on Friday (voted along party
lines). The tax relief for elderly on low incomes is
wonderful, but without tax reform is chaotic. The 1oss\
is now estimated at up to $40 million. B
There are 10 more such bills in the legislature
that would reduce tax revenues — nice to tell the folks
back home on the campaign rail, but what about the
big pieture? 3 N
WITH INCREASED SCHOOL COSTS (we hate
to nag shout this all the time) BUT WITH REVENUE
COMING DOWN AND EXPENSES GOING UP is it
really worth it — just to make George look bad?
Last week I sent for and received from Adlai E.
Stevenson III, 2 member of the House of Representa-
tives.of Illinols, a copy of his bill on Lobbyist Registra-
tion wherein the lobbyist would have to register all funds
spent in' his capacity as lobbyist. Oh, would this one
make the fur fly! -
It occurred to me that it would be difficult to get
legisl: d in sponsoring it. HOWEVER,

igan weekly
group..

72,350

The foregoing _pressorun figure |
i certified by the Post. Printing |
Carporation, Detroit, Michigan, |

; income.

an;

1 discovered in Lansing this week, out of Livonia,

Marvin Stempien (D). We have a David ready to take

on the giant. -

; This freshman (all by himself) drafted a bill reqirir-
ing elected politicians to disclose the amount of their
wealth — and here is the kicker — the sources of their

April 7, 1055, Livonian, This
mark was up from two years
ago when only 13% of eligible
voters voted.

5 YEARS .
‘The Observer of April 7, 1960,

ribbon committee on whather or
pot Redford should become a

raised on the cost of a new type
of government the ~an-
swered that they had not in-
vestigated this factor but as-
sumed that the cost would pay
for itself in services rendered.
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