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Supreme Court Rule

In a decision described by
Farmington Township Attorniey
Joseph T. Brennan as “historie
and precedent -setting” the
Michigan Supreme Court has
upheld the population contrals
underlying the Farmington
Toknship -Zoning Ordinance. In
four separate opinions the
Court voted six to two to affirm
the ruling of the Oakland Coun-
ty Circuit Judge Frederick
Ziem. N

The ease, started in the Oak-
land Court in 1961, had in-
volved an-attack upon the mini-
mum, lot sizes required by the
Ordinance. Plaintiffs were own-
ers of property located on Four-
teen Mile road between Inkster
and Middlebelt in the Township.
Zoning requirements in this area
call for minimum lot sizes of
20,000 square feet or a density
of 1.8 flomes per acre.

Pointing out that public sew-

perty, the Plaintiffs contended
that the .lot size " restrictions
were not necessary for the pub-
lie healthrand safety and there-
fore were unconstitutional. The
Township defended on the
ground that “the Zoning “ordi-
nance was based upon a com-
prehensive - plan for. the de-
velopment of the area. The plan
provided for future needs for
schools, Toads, utilities and pub-
lic, services of gll kinds.

The township contended that
it is necessary to control popu-
iation density in the community
in order to make the plan”work
and that control of minimum lot
sizes is merely a convenient
method of population density
control. In all previous lot, size
cases, including recent cases
from the ‘City of Troy which has
a plan similar to’ Farmington
Township's, the Supreme Court
has struck down tlie zoning on

speculative and not related to
present conditions.
“The Court’s decision
amounts t6 a complete, re-ex-
- amination of zoning princi-
ples as applied to rapidly
growing communities like

Farmington,” said Brenman.

“Previous decislons put our

planners in a strait  jacket

and prevented really’ effec-
tive planning. We had: hoped
at least to have our plan ap-
proved and maybe to get the

Court to alter its previous po-

sition a liftle on future cases.

Instead, it seems that the

Court has gone along with our

position one hundred per

cent. We couldn’t be more
pleased.”

‘That the case presented prob:
lems for the Court is evident in
the separate opinion of Justice
Eugene Black, who said: “This
case has turned out 'to be one
of unusual difficulty, All mem-

ers are available to their pro-

the ground that the plans were

bers of the Court are agreed
that our judgment is apt to in-
fluence permanently- the: de-
velopment for residemtial pur-
poses of many like tracts of va-
cant land; also that it is hound

“Unless the pattern Is set
and followed, proper growth
can never materialize. The al-
ternative is to pay the price
in erime, juvenile delinquen.
‘ ¢y, inadequate sewers, inade-

to have 2 broadly unpredictablex quate roads, inadequate

effect upon suburban life in
ever more populous southeast-
ern Michigan.”

The Court recognized the im-
portance of municipal planning
for the future. Iz an opinion
joined in by Justices Souris and
Kavanaugh, Justice Paul Adams
said “One would not hesitate to
condemn the designer of a mod-
ern building who failed to make
provision for its use for a reas-
onable number of years. Surely
the function of zoning is to plan
a modern day community for
continuance and. growth over a
period of years. The growth can-
not possibly come at once any
more than a seed can spring
into a tree over night.

schools, inadequate parks,
and, worst of all; inadequate
human beings—a ‘pattern that
has been all too: clearly evi-
dent upon the American
scene, A city, village or town-
ship is entitled to work out
a better destiny for itself un.
der such clear statutory auth-
ority.”

Said Justice Otis Smith, in an
opinion supported by -Justices
Adams and O'Hara, “There is
2 need to plan for expectant
population  densities so that
community needs may be based
thereon; such things as ade-
quate sewage, streets “capable
of handling anticipated traific,
recreation areas, : schools and

other community facilities are |
merely some of the items;
which must be anticipated.” |
“Justice Smith warned how-
ever, that the Court was not
giving planners a blank
check. “Community planners
and municipal officials also
have a duly to plan . within
established principles of
zoning law and their projec-
tions must be realistic and not
fanciful. Valid postulates of
the several proféssional disci-
plines involved ‘in plannings
must be not only asserted but
cgiwindngly proved, where
the occasion demands” - |
The fact that three separate
opinions were filed supporting’
the Township's position did not
indicate any disagreement
among the Justices but appar-
ently reflected their- recog-
inition of the importance of the

Big Lots a Must in

case to mnnicipa‘?évelupmént
in_Michigan.

by Justice Harry F. Kelly, and
J
Justice Kelly dissented from the
majority on the ground that the
plajntiffs’ property did not fit

|

Paul M. Chandler, Founder

Township

press overriling of, the Troy
cases, so far as they hold un-
constitutional the residential
zoning of undeveloped, pro-
perty solely on account of.
minimally ordained sthgle
family lot sizes’ accompanied
by a testimonidl prophecy of
consequential loss of develop:
mental profit.” ;

“We must acknowledge the in-
valuable assistante of Charles
Leman and his firm in the pre.
paration and trial of this case
caid attorney Brennan, , “We
went to the Supreme Court with
a fine record from the trial «
lnom The plarining for this

In the fourth opinion, written

joified in by Justice Dethmers,

into the Township's zoning plan.
Both Justices Black and
Smith, who had voted against
the City of Troy's zoning plan,
indicated that they would’ have
reached a different result if the
Troy cases were being decided
today.
Said Smith, “upon added re-
flection it would seem that a
contrary result might have been
reached had we not tended to
discredit what' appeared to be
the speculative nature of popu-
lation projections (and’ com-
munity needs predicated there-
on) by Troy's witnesses.”
Justice Black indicated it
was his intent “to vote for ex-

trial took many months during
which Chuck and his. people
worked hand inhand with us.
The cooperation: of the Farm-
ington Schoul Board and the
testimony of: Gerald Harrison, -
our School Superintendent, also
played an important part in

our ultimate| suceess:"

Pros and Cons on Pay Raises

Observer for Raises

By Allen Rosenfeld, Editor, Farmington Observer
On Feb. 15 the voters of Farmington Township will decide
whether to grant piy raises to their Township administration.
After studying the available this

League Against Them

By John Hatfield, Chairman, Farmington Citizens League
This is certainly 4 non-partisan issue and we are disturbed
by the efforts being made to lassify any opposition a5 nothing

strangly urges that the raises be granted. L

Our late publisher, Paul M. Chandler, writing in the Dec. 9
jssue of the Observer, took the same stand. In the period since
then, we have found o reason to change our minds.

Public service is-the noblest of callings. But its rewards are
chronically inadequate.

Americans, however, have,realized for some time that we need
ta attract our most gifted citizens into public service, and that
we can do only by making the rewards greater.

The most damaging argument against granting the Farming-
ton Township raises is that the Township Board voted them to
fhie administration on the day before the Nov. 2.election — an
election in which the administration and two of the-Trustees were
personally involved. 3

i According to this argument, the Board —- réalizing it was
granting an excessively high raise — did_so at the 11th hour, to
fimit the voter backlash against them. N

This is a serious charge — one that reflects on the intergrity
of the entire Board — and it deserves careful consideration.

To begin with, the fact that pay raises were coming was
no secret. At the Township Board meeting of Oct. 12, Trustee
Thomas Duke said he would like tosee raises placed on the
agenda.

‘The Township's Attorney, Joseph T. Brennan, said that ac-
cording 1o state Jaw, this could only be done at the last meeting
prior to an election. That this law is antiquated, and useless
makes it nonetheless a law. o

The Iast regular meeting before the election was scheduled
for Oct. 26. In the period between Oct, 12 and Oct, 26, ro clti-
zens arose at a public meeting to deny that some sort of pay
raise was justified. B

But, when the Trutees sat down for their Oct..28 meeting,
they were completely unprepared to decide how much’ the raises
should be. They had done no research. This fact is not to their
credit. .

"Pne Board decided to check what the nearby communities
— of similar size, and with similar problems — were paying their
officials, and to meet again on Monday, Nov. 1 — the evening
before the election. .

Looking back to that moment, it scems unfortunate that they
did not decide 1o accelerate their research, and meet earlier than
Monday. Had they decided to meet on Thursday, Friday or, Satur-
day, their action would have seémed Jess ‘of a “railroading” joy.
However, two of the Trustees were out of town during this period.

But that is hindsight. The Oct. 26 meeting,was well attended.
“Most of these who are leading the fight against the raises were
there. And no one in: the room raised an objection to having the
meeting held on Monday. Nor was much made-of this, when the
administration and the ‘sandidates debated issues at the Bond
-School, on Wednesday, Oct. 29. . .

‘At the Nov. 2 meeting, the Board of Trustees voted to raise
the Township Supervisor's annual salary, from $10,000 to $15,000;
the Clerk's from $8500 to $11500, and the Treasurer’s from
$8,000 to §11,000.

Were these raises excessive in a municipality of approxt-

mately 32,000 people? We think not,

In our Jan. 6 issue we published the statistics from which
the' Board arrived at the raises, To us they seemed persuasive.

‘We will repeat’them now, and let the voters judge.

Avon Township, population 21377, Supervisor, $11,200,
including expenses. Clerk and Treasurer, §8,500 each; plus
voucher expenscs. These officers are covered by pension and
hospitaization plans, Raises are pending for their annual meet-
ing, April 1. N

ield Township, 22,530. i $17,000,
plus car. Clerk and:Treasurer $11,500 each, These officers are
covered by pension and hospitalization plans.

Waterford, population 47,107. Supervisor, $11,000 plus

voucher expenses, and car. Clerk, $9,500. Treasurer, $8,000

. plus voucher expenses. These officers are cavered by :Blue
Cross.

‘West Bloomfield, population 14,899. Supervisor, $10,000, plus

car. Treasurer and Clork, $8,500 each. These officers are covered

by pension and hospitalization plans.

.~ Blrmingham, population 25,000. Manager, $13,500 plus car,
‘Thospitalization, and penslon plans.

Farmington City, population 6,881 Manager,
car, Blue Cross, and retirement plan.

Madison Heights, population 33,343, Manager, $16,150, plus
car, Blue Cross, and pension plan. ) - i

'Ok Park, population 36,632. Manager, $18,000, plus car, hos-
pitalization, and pension plan. .

Southfield, population 31,501 Manager, $16,000, plus car,
and hospitalization. No retirement plan.

Our endorsement of the pay raises does not necessarily con-

* gtitute an endorsement of those holding the jobs of Supervisor,
Clerk, and Treasurer. The people of Farmington Township chose
them, at the ballot box, three months ago. They will have another
chance to judge them in the next election—in two or four years.

But, if the pay raises are rejected, they will remain fixed at
their present levels until that next election.

Most important; it seems to us, if the raises are rejected, a
dangerously divisive precedent will have been set. The scars of
this rejection will make it far“more diffieult 'to adequately. com-
pensate future administrations. . .

The Observer urges the Voters of Farmington Township to go
to the polls on Feb. 15, and vote “Yes,” on the proposition approv-

h Taises.

D A TR

$12,100 plus

more than '

1700 voters signed petitions requesting an’ opportunity to
vote on this question, and there is no doubt that these petitioners
represent both major political parties. It is an all too frequent
reaction of elected officials and their supporters to ‘pooh-pooh’
opposition rather than discuss the issues in a;straight-forward
and business-like manner and let the chips fall where they may.

On this particular issue, the Farmington Township Board

had many months in which to make a statement of intent to’

increase officials salaries and they failed to do so. Instead they
waited until the last week preceeding the national election before
they mentioned the matter; and then Iué:r. delayed until the
Tast night before the election’to increase officials salaries by
40 per cent for the Clerk and Treasurer, and 50{per cent for the
Supervisor. This amount is excessive by any measurement or
comparison, and The Citizens League is particularly opposed to
it for the reasons that follow: i
1. POOR COMMUNICATIONS. This pay; Increase issue
points up the fact that our Township officials feel it is not
necessary to keep the voters advised well in advance of action
on significant events. As is it is now, John Q. Citizen must
do his own digging to unearth information that the Town-
ship officials should be putting in front of him in a continu-
ing effort to keep him informed. :

2. DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES. It has been stated
that the officials duties and responsibilitics have continued
to grow in number and scope. The Citizens League would like
this spelled out in detail by the officials instead of

RUSS ROBERTS at hi

his Nazi activities, with O
day, Feb. 1—a week befor
story see Pages 3 and 8A.

s drawing hoard, discussing
bserver reporters, on Mon-
re his arrest. For complete

in a general statement of duties recently issutd by the Town-
ship attorney. . . H
3. SAFETY. This is a matter of growing concern to most
residents of the Township and should be given priority atten-
tion, but instead, the Township Board has shown an' almost
complete lack of intérest in this vital matter. For instance,
the question of crossing guards for school children has come
up repeatedly at Board meetings, but the Board bas stated
that funds are not available for such guards. Xt seems to us
that child safety should take precedence over increased salaries
for Township officlals. K S .
4. TAXES AND BUDGETS. We have alll felt the impact
of the recent 20 per cent tax increase and we wonder how
so0n our. officials ‘will give us some idea of how they plan to
budget the very significant additiopal amount, Will there be
a series of public hearings relative to the budget? Wl the tax-
payers have a real opportunity to express their opinfon as @
how their money should be spent? Im the past this has not
been the case. We can only hope that this year a change for
the better will take place.
5. CITIZEN STUDY COMMITTEES. Freguent suggestions
have been made by individuals and our local newspapers that the
Board appoint qualified citizens to study specific problems but
to date these suggestions have been ignored. This valuable source
of assistance should -no longer be by-passed. -~ :
COMPARATIVE SALARY DATA. The following’ data
was obtained from information compiled by the Michigan State
Association of Supefvisors, dated October, 1964

190  Super-

Tax Base

Township (State Equalized) Population visor Clerk Treasurer
Avon 62,000,000, 21,000 10000; 8500, 8500.
FARMINGTON  85,000,000. 27,000 10000, * 8500. 8000,
Waterford 114,000,000 47,107 11000, 9500. 8000
W. Bloomfleld 67,000,000, - 15,000 9600, 7600, 7600,
Redford 218,000,000 71,000 12000, 10000. 10000.
Ypsilanti 156,000,000 26,000 9600, 8600. 8000,

Even at this late date the’officials have made no etfort to
set forthi their ideas, plans or general thirking in the areas of
budgets, taxes, safety] zoning, water and sewer problems, recrea-
tional programs and areas, etc. —

In summary the Farmington Citizens League feels that our
Township officials are not entitled to a salary increase at this
time and urge that the voters say “NO" at the polls next Mon-
day, Feb. 15. E

Form Group to Oppbse
Educ. Research Office

Strong resistance to the pro-{
posed ERO District has devel-

oped in Farmington. ERO is a
proposed complex of Education
Research Office Buildings on
the west side of Farmington
Rd., between: Alta Loma and
Freedom Drive.

A group of Farmington cit-
izens has made it known that
they would prefér; single Tesi-
dential homes on this site. The
group, headed’ by Arthur Mill-
ard, of 33455 Alta Loma, will
present a proposal for a single

i isi to the

Dept. Honored
for Fire Safety

. ‘The Farmington Depart-
ment of Public Safety has
been awarded a Cltation for
Meritorlous Services for “Ex-
cellence in the fleld of flre
safety education and perform.
ance for the year of 1964.

Award was given' to us by
the American Leglon Post No.
346 “GrovesWalker,”

.|Plenning Commission, before
the Commission’s next meeting
—two weeksi from this - past
Monda! )

Board Support

to Righ
‘At their regular Monday mect-

ing the Farmington Board of
Education unanimously paz'?d a

Sgt. at Uof M

On February: 4, Sgt. Jay
Harrison of the Farmington De-
partment of Public Safety fin-
ished a short course in Fire Jn-
structor’s Training School at the
University ,of Michigan.

The two day fraining confer-
ence held at the:training center
to assist fire instructor’s with
more efficient methods of con-

ucting fire training programs.

Fifty-one instructors from dif-
ferent fire departments in the
state of Michigan attend the
course.

ts Act

formal _resolution saying that
they will comply with. the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, _

Since the passage of the Act,
it will become customary for any
+ group requesting financial assist:
ance to give assurance that the
program or facility to be aided
will be conducted in compliance
with the Act. This is the first
time such a resolution has beén
required.

I the school system would in
any. way make a distinction on
the ground of race, color or na-
tional origin in providing any
service, financial aid' or other
benefits under their program,
the federal government would
‘m)l give financial assistance to

the schools.

| of Education approved new

| Frontier ~House, 30683 Grand

School ‘Board ESets'

At their regular Monday
meeting the Fazmington Board

schaol boundaries for thé 1965-
66 school year as- presented by
Byron Oliver, ini: as:

-|lieve over-crowded conditions at
d b 1

Area Boundaries

The new | Larkshire: School.
which is’scheduled to open this
coming September, prompted
most of the boundary changes.
it was built specifically to e

sistant.

On hand to register their con-
cern about the crowded condi-
tions at Eagle School wére two
mothers from the North Kimber-
ly subdivision.

Shrine Club
Meet Feb. 11

The Greater Farmington

Shrine Ciub will hold a meeting
on Thursday, Feb. 11, 'at the

River. The social hour is.at 6:30
p.m., and dinzer is at 7:30.
Judge George Hutter will
speak on “What's New in Legal
Jurisprudence.” The speech will
¢xplain the change involved in
the new Michigan Constitution's
climination of the Justice of the
eace, and his replacement by
Judges of the Municipal Court.
Carole Jean will entertain on
the accordion. The guests afe
asked to wear their fez's and
badges.
For ticket information, call
Ben Bailes, 864-0267 .

Democratic Club
Holds Meeting
on February 10

‘The Farmington Democratic
Club will held its regular
monthly meeting, at 8 pan,
Wednesday, Feb! 10, ;at the
Universalist-Unitarian [Church
of Farmington. The ' Young
Democrats will meet there an
hour earlier. ¢

The Democrats will make
plans for their participjtion in
the Democratic State /Conven-
tion. They will begin 'prelim-
inary planning for their annual
dinner. And they will discuss a

proposed trip to the Stite Leg-
islature. i

L)

FLANDERS ELEMENTARY SCHO!
PTA will hold a Book Fair, as part of

the school’s open house

Feb. 15. Funds raised from this project
will go toward keeping the school lib-
rary open during the summer months,
with a- professional librarian on duty.

The public is invited. The

a good selection of hooks will be on dis-

play. Pictured:ahove, flie s

£k

oL

grade class;

activities, on

sponsors say

ch For

and their teacher, go
some of the books, including Dr. Seuss’s
“The Cat in the Hat Returns.” From left
to right: Janice Akin, Darrel Zarzycl
Linda Truitt, Donald Hartwig,
Washburn, Cynthia Cline, Bruge Bender,
James Messino, Kirk Jaske (hidden),
Donald Justice, Linda Abid (hidden),
Robert McLean: (the teacher), .Debra
(hidden), and She:
R

over

) and ! ele:
mentary schools,
Most all of the Larkshire stu-
dents will be within'walking dis-
tance of the school. A line has
been set approximately. midway
between Larkshire and Shiawas.
see at South Stockton Road.
The Middlebelt boundary has
been moved-ndrth to 12 Mile
Road because of the crowded
conditions at the Highmeadow
School. !
To relieve Edgle, a number of
students — particularly those
from North Kimberly subdivi-
sion — will be bused to Middle-
belt School wheke an addition is
presently being coustructed.
At the junior high school
fevel, all students north of 13
Mile Road have been attending
Dunckel. Now a new boundary
has been set down Northwestern
from the north! end of the dis-
trict o a mid-point between
Orchard Lake Road-and Middle-
belt. All children east of this
line will be sivitched to East
Junior High except students in-
the ninth grade. They will be
allowed to continue at Dunckel
rather- than being moved this
year and again next year when
they enter high school.
It also was announced f{hat
students who were required to
attend’ Farmington High School
last_year because of crowded
conditions at North Farmington
will be given their choice. of
high schools in September.,
The’ school administration re-
ported that all efforts were -
made to keep weighboring chil-
dren_going|to the same school.
Principals will be notified of
boundary changes immediately
and parents whose children will
be concerned should be.notified
within the| next month. The
changes become ecffective in
September.
K. of (C. to Meet
Sunday, Feb. 14
i
St. Francls: Council 4401
Knights of Columbus is holding
an open house, on Sunday, Feb,
14, at 2 pm. :
There will be guest speakers,
movies and refreshments. The
public is invited.
- St. Francis Council is located
at 21800 Middlebelt Rd..  be-
tween Nine Mile Rd. and Grand
River, in the heart of Farming-
ton. It has recently been reno-
vated' and redecorated.
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