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Sensationalism And The Press

A distinguished editor, James A. Wenhsler.
of the New York Post, has had some things'to

52y about our-profession — which seemed to -

articulats some ‘of our own philosophy, and we
thought we would pass them along: - ~

“Whenever serious students ‘of the press
gather, there are melancholy Tecitatives about
the menace of “sensationalism' in journalism.
What I have to say in these ensuing paragraphs
must be frankly labeled selfserving, becaise
the newspaper which I edit engages in extensive
coverage of what some choose to call “sensa-
tional' news and what we describe as'‘human-
interest stories.’

_“I prefice these remarks by saying the
obvlous: if there were mo New York Times,
it would have to be invented, and unti it was, "

‘lite would be almost unbearably difficult Iar .

those of us who run afternoon papers in
York. I concede ungrudgingly that no FﬂFﬂ’

- In the world makes a more conscientious ef-
fort to cover so much of the serious business
of the universe,

“But to recognize the unique eminence of the
Times is not'to conceds that journalism would
have fulfilled all its potential role in American
life if the Times, or some rephca thereof, and-
nothing else, were published in every city. That.
would be a good thing, but it would 1ot be the-

‘whole story -of humanity in the middle of the"

_ 20th century.

“The news columns of Lhe Christian“Science

* Monitor totally reject the existence of murder,
rape, incest, adultery, and other dolefu] tidings:
they are dedicated, in effect, to the chronicle of
the strivings of man as a political and cultural
animal. The Times concedes, usually in obscure
places, that the animal is more complicated,

and, when he gets really; out of hand, it may .

even give him an occasional front-pags notice.
But essentially the premise of such newspapers,
whether carried to the Monitor’s extreme or in
tho Times' more nmdest application of the same

vmw, 'Is that there is something Impxcper about

the use of newsprint for the unveiling of what -

might be called the- private, 'as distinguished
fromm the public, activity of the species.
“Throughout the profession this view of life
is accorded mingled awe and reverence, and
journalism students are told in effect that suc<

cess in life means achievement of that degres of '

fiscal stabilify which permits a newspaper to
employ the standards of exclusion that govern
the news-columns of the Txmes, it not-those of
the Monitor.

“But with the already-stated Tespect I hold

for fositive -services: rendered by both pa-

. pers, 1 senouxly question whether- such puri-

e—1I know of no more precise

. to chanctenu this policy—is unalloyed virtue.

In a decade; for example, Which sociology may
remember most for th¢ ‘'emergence of the Kinsey
reports on the sexual behavior of American
males and females, the files of the Times seem
full of omissions and inadequacies, Surely they
would be painfully meager material for any his-
torian trying to describe what life wes really
like in Amerfea at this juncture. .

“So-called tablold jonrnalism can be maud-
1in, surface, one dimensional; when it Is, it can.
be simply a daily variation of True Confes-
sions or .of Hollywood Romeance. Its deficl-
encies can be painful and flagrant, But that Is -
not because it deals with Intimacies and.aber- -
rations, but beéause it-deals with them accord-
ing to lazy city-desk formulae rather than with
the curlosity any writer ought o bring to his
craft. In part the pressure of speed makes it
easier to write the sentimental surface story
rather than to find some glimpss of truth,
and nothing can be more unsatls!ying than the
‘human-interest’ feature so barely Immm that
it is unworthy of interest. .

“A newspaper, it has been said of(en, 1s the
first draft of history; but it can also provide,
at its best, the first draft—or at least the raw
material—of plays and novels and, in ‘doing 'so,
reveal a_good deal more about its time than &
dry chroniele of politics and .-.conomiu 3

_.Mr. Roberts and the Law

Prot. Robert R, Palmer of Princeton, a great
historian and a distinguished liberal, concedes
that the Weimar Republic, which preceded .the
Hitler regime in Germany, may have been too
liberal. That—in its pagsion for civil lberties—
it made a fatal mistake in letting Hitler out of
prison 30 soon -after his attempted beer ‘hall
putsch.

History supports Prof. Palmer’s thesis. But
Germany in the 1630s was a special tme and
place, Its lessons hardly apply to us.

Unlike Germany then, America has deeply
Tooted democratic traditions, Its borders are
safe. Its economy is sound. It has few exizemists
in its midst.

‘The danger to our freeﬂnm is from erosion.
Our C«mﬁmﬁan went to great lengths to
insure the right of minority groups—ao mat-
ter how extreme — to dissent ageinst the
majority view. Without this guarantes, the
freedom of all of us will bo in danger. When-

ever this principle is violated, the freedom of °

of us is made less secure.

In Farmington, last week, a strange old man
named Russell Roberts was arrested for distrib-
uting literature of the American Nazi Party. He
had come to_the attention of that city’s police
after he allegedly had offered a 14-year-old boy
25 cents to distribute the material for him,

Roberts is not to be dismissed as a mere
kook. According to the famous best seller,
“Under Cover”, he wes one of the leading
Nazis-in nnchlgan in World War II. His record
as such was so outstanding that ‘he probably
would have received the Iran Cross if Hitler

d won,

Yet it makes no difference it this old man
"is a cunning propagandist for George Lincoln
Rockwell or e kook. The issue is his right, re-
gardless of his station in life, to enjoy the basic
democratie rights of all Americans.

| The United States Constitution makes no
distinction between classes of people or political
or religious viewpoints when it guarantees free-
dom of speech, of the press, of religion, of as-
sembly.

These are universal rights of all Amencnns,

‘and the only modification has come when the

Courts held that a “clear and present danger”
necessitates some tempering, (The old yelhng
fire in a crowded theater’ ldea).

This is why we are concerned today about
the action taken by the Oakland County Pros-

- ecutor in calling for the drrest of this man. -

Certainly no one has’ stronger feelings of.
abhorrence thantdo we foward the ugly raclst
tracts which this man allegedly distributed..
But we feel a twinge of guilt today, of inse-
curity In our-system, that We have to use the
_same tactics that Roberts' and his ilk wonld
‘use on the rest of uy iE they ever gained
‘power,

Is our society so weak, our people 50 frra-
tional that we have no better tactics to use In
fighting fascism than its awn tools?

The' thing that makes democracy so viable,
0 buoyant, is its willingness to tolerate the full
spectrum of ideas and its ultimate faith in its
people to choose the best of these ideas, Locking
up ideas, no matter how abhorred; locking up
men, no matter how distasteful, kills this nabl.l‘
ity and harms our cause.

We join with the Amerlcan Civil Liberties
Union, on whose Board our late publisher Paul
Chandler served, in pmteshng the arrest of

. Russell Roberts.

We agree with the ACLU wholeheartedly

“when it says: “The expressions allegedly pub-

Lished by Russell Roberts may well be offensive
and hateful, still it is better that they be openly
expressed and therefore :mads saccessible' to
challenge and excoriation; In general,’ a free
society in dealing with ideas Whatever their
merit or lack thereof must put its trust in public
Wisdom rather than m repressive legislation or
eriminal pxo;ecuucn

We will continue fo ch:
the kinds of ideas whic]
espouse, But.we"prefer tg do !
columns of our newspaper In

and excoriate

~-Allen Rosenfeld and David Elslia
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Obacrving

By MYRA CHANDLER -

It's too late in Redford Township., A short-sghted

supemsor about.15 years ago pulled the rug out from

. under conscientious citizens who tried fo plan a com-
munity. T.remember them and

In Plymouth they are following 2 master plan and

" oficials believe in it and are on target.

In Farmington Township officials'are lookmg ahead
and 'have accepted a Federal grant to be used for plan-
ning. The City of Farmington is presently prepanng to

* rezone. It is being-fought, of course.

-~ It is about the last-ditch effort and ﬁght in Livonia
that concerns s most this week. The struggle will con-
tinue until April when the Livonia taxpayers will be
asked to approve purchase of 1200 acres for a recreation
area in Livonia: ‘The cost will be approximately five to
seven dollars per year for the average home owner.

. Livonia can-still be saved as a good city; ‘one that will

hold its residents, not a mere stop-over place for those
seekmg up and "out .
“Before you groan — hear me out.
- Awhile back, when this 1200 acres was stlIl a
- gleam in a. Dbuilder’s eye, a group of Livonia men —
one. a_councilman, one a City planner, another a
bisiness man, met informally. They got to figuring

) just how much it was going to cost to Ilive in Livonia

when the city reached its saturation point with homes
and s, 200,000 people—double what it is now.

READER SPEAKS UP:

Parks Issue Dlscussed

Editor:
Iwuu!dhkomtakemso
tunity  to express my lee'
toward the Proposed Park Site
Acquisition being put forth to
the' Citizens of Livonia in this

year's election.

As President of the Merriman
Estates Civic Association; Inc.,
1 would like to point out that our
aren overwhelmingly defeated
this. Proposal the last time -it
appeared on the Ballot and I
once again urge not only ‘my
Association but all the others in
the City of Livonia to do like-

wise unless they receive answers *

to the. following questions from
the heads of the Departments
involved and not from any group
of citizens which are promoting
the passage of this Proposal.’

1. How will each Park Site be

"developed and what will it con-

tain; such- as swings, alidés,
climbing bars, merry-go-rounds,
swimming pool, ice skating rink,
baseImI.I dmmonds etc,, and will
2l this furnisbed out'of
the monies bam! asked for in
this election?

2, Will these parks be ade-
quately maintained by ‘the
D.P.W., that is picking up all
litter daily, weekly, or monthly,
such as‘ loose papers, botiles,
tin cans, and any ofber debris.
deposited in the park?

3. Will the Livonia Police
Dept. patrol these Park Sites
both day and night to prevent
gangs from congregating and
disturbing people, chasing: the
little children off when they aro
using the park facilities and to
prevent destruction of any or
facilities in the park?

4, Will these parks have.plant-
ed grass? Will the grass be-cut
weekly, montbly, or not at all
a3 some are not

5. Will some nf thé larger paxk

sites contain drinking fountains,
restrooms, and walk-through
sidewalks?

6. Will the City of Livonia as-
sume the responsibility in the
event of a injury sustained by a
child or adult or any damages
to neighboring residents border-
mg these park sites?

Will there’ be sufficient

. hghung installed to prevent any

Tobbery or attacks on person or
permm walking by or- through
the.park area at night?
Therefore, 1 urge both news-
papers publish this letter on the
FRONT PAGE of their papera
as they have ‘given their own
Editorial and Organizations who
{ayor adoption of this Pmposll
on Park Sites.
JOHN MOLNAR, Pres. *
Merriman Estates Civic
Agsoclation, Tne, .

L ]
Press Comment
Editor:

It was gratifying indeed to

read on the front page of your
iFeb. 10 issue the report of the

action taken by the Redford
Township Democrats, following
the" gross mis-representation of
facts by the “Township News”
concerning a township oﬂxce
holder.

The  Democratic - resolution
was liberal enough ‘to refer to
the item as an “editorial at-
tack;” -but in our opinion’ edi-
torials belong og the editorial
page and not on the front page,
where the reader expects to see
mews items, items based on fact
and not on vicious rumors. The
left-handed “retraction” id the
newspaper's Dext fssue was an

‘read,

insult-to any mI&U.Igenﬁ reader's
. basic understanding .of an

5 apology, and serves to demon-

strate further the editor's
opinion of his readeu men-
tality.

‘To the *red-faced” dwell:n
of township hall we have .only
this warning—look.to your own
affpirs—ve never know when
a familiar voice may say
“Smile, you're on ‘Candid
Camera. -

N SAGITTARIUS

. s -

Eradlcatmg ‘Ezllh’
Editor: )

1'am in favor of a pnsltiva

-approach to parental censor-

ship, If ‘parents expose. their
youngsters to good literature

.and good novels, the - childrenn

will see the inferiority, of the -,
indecent. By msuﬂmg & ‘set of

proper values in the children

while they are young, parents
will ‘not bave such g great
worry when the children reach
adolescence.

NOREEN HAGGERTY

Editor:

1 am- 100 per cent ; behind .

Myra Chandler ‘on: Her article
on parental censorship, 'Just

what does it take to convince: !

parents that their children
also & form .of dynamits which
can be used for good or-evil?

And ofily a parent has the privi- .

lege, right and duty, to. set the
flame.
 JOAN GOSTOMSKX
MADONNA  COLLEGE
LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
.

“Parents! It's:Up to You! a
powerful article-in the'Feb, 3
issue of THE OBSERVER, cer-
tainly hit home about neglccted

’parental obligations. Of:special

note was the suggestion’ ‘of first
banning smutty books from
paretts’ reading lists.and then
from those of their’ children.

I .do hope Mrs. Chandler’s
examples ‘will stir up some
thought "in typical American

_homes where parental irestric.

tion s often lLmited 'to the

“Make sure you're in before-

eleven” command, If the old
adage ‘Show me what you

and TH show you what
yow're worth” 'still holds today,
just what is'the worth of moral-
ly spineless youth, dangerously
indifferent . parents,

or com-,

placently unconcerned book:

_sellers?
Three cheers for ' Ars.
Chandler’s cléar perception of

the problem. A practical con-
closlon: What about one-bonr-
a-week - a8 family reading
night?
SISTER MARY BEBNETTA,
CSSP—~STUDENT,
MADONNA COLLEGE
L)

Editor;

Mrs, Chandler’s column - of
Feb. 3 stirs- up the dying em-
bers left cold by the majority
of us: cltizens, teachers, and
most important, parents.
Rather than set out to effect 2
solution, too many of us would
prefer to overlook the-problem.
On the other hand, as Birs.
Chandler has pointed out,. thiers
are those who-join committees

‘and the like whose aim is to

eradicate such filth'on a large-
scale pattern. How often
though, do thess same people
fail to see the very object of
their disgust creeping in the
coruars of their own homes,
ve this there to invade
Lhz minds of their own children,
Rather than rule out fuch or-
ganizations “of decency,, let us
encourage them; but iglve our
time and effort only after we
have cleared our homes of this
dirt. The- example of parents
far-excells their vocal admoni-
tions..~ ©
. SISTER' ADELE MASSON,

CSSF . .
MADONNA COLLEGE
C e

Against Parks

. Editor:

It is ridiculous for Mayor
Moelke to request monies for
additional park sites as he neg-
lects and does not care for the

They calculated it would mean at least another two
- high schopls, six junior highs; 23 elementary schools,
Astronomicalt

As a jest, one-suggested: “Why doesu’t the City
purchase the available land left? It would be far “cheaper
in the long run At first they all chuckled. Then they
got busy with the pencil and decided it was by far the’
cheapest thing to do-just that. In most cases when men
of purpose meet—achou follows, This is exactly how
the idea -was born.

Livonians will heax, the matter discussed in the next
{few weeks — both pro and con.

But-none of the critics can alter the above facts.

Remember we are always in the striggle between
high principle and the quest for money. There .is much
money to be made in Livonia and there aré those always
pushing-for “continuous growth,” housing develupmenta
more apartments. .

* There is a case hxstory, I wish peop]e could read
about concerning what used“fo be a pleasant,place to
live called Forest Hills in New York — that sprawlmg
city went.from 44,000 to 125,000 residents.

Today Forest "Hills has no ‘new trees, almost no new
-parks. 1t narrowed_its sxde\valks along its main artery to
unsnarl traffic; parking space is non-existent; schools are
Jammed with the local high school on triple session and
new elementaries are over- cmwded the day they open
their doors. Every scrap of land in this community has
been’ grabbed up and used for hombs and apartment ,
houses. No planning — just a network 'of iroads, cement
and dwellings: And lower Teal estate valugs.

Figure it out for yourself. In quma ere are 1200,
acres involved. There can be four Housés'built on an
.acre. Houses that have -children need police and fire
protection, garbage pick-up, ete, Livonia does not have
to develop this land xmmedxately but if 1t doesn’t buy ¢
it now, it will vanish into people.

Livonia can be a well rounded commumty of good
balance or it canbe another Forest Hills. It's up to us —
and NOW is our ¢hance. Talk and think it over. o

Westlaml Center (onstructmn
Is Topic of Engineer’s Talk

The Rouge Valley Chapter of Templin' is tesident Engineer

Michigdn Society of Profession-
al Engineers hold its
monthly . meeting on Tuesday,
Feb. 23. This meeting will be

on the new Westland Shopping
Center. His topic will be “Con-
struction of the Westland Cen-
ter” with discussion and slides

held during National

of the

Week. .

Donald Terplin, P.-E., Chap-
ter member of MSPE, wxu spenL
on “Shopping Centem Inc”

The meeting will be heIrI at
Suburban Loiinge, Six 3ile
west of Middlebelt at 6:30 ym
. with the program starting at'8.

park area already under his
jurisdiction. A case in point is
as follows:

Our homes :are adjacent to
the Botsford Park ‘ravine area
which is at present flooded, in-
fested with rats and palluted
water. Qur children must walk
through this area to attend the
public elementary school.

My neighbors and miyself have
petitioned the city, called the
DPW and the Mayor’s office for
the.last five years. We have re-
ceived no co-operation,

Take care of this problem Mr.
Mayor before you expect your
citizens to approve more land.

TO THE TWO WHO DON'T

Somewhere in the volumes of- information that. comes to me

in the ‘mail, | read that 8 out of 10 peopls who own movia
cameras also own movie projectors. To them, a tip of the hat.
But to the 2 out of 10 owners of movie comeras who
" not yet bought projectors, | now direct myself
Bolex builds an especially fine 8mm project: at U
started RIGHT on an obsorbing pastime. It's the. Bolex 8 Movia
Projector, Model 18-5, Let me tell you something cbout It. '

Yesterday 'S Headlmes

20 Yenrs Ago |
The’ LIVONIAN of Feb. 21,

1845, reported the opening of &

Rotary Club in Livonis.’|The
new club had 22 charter mem-
bers .but it’'would remaln a-
provisional élub until accepted
by the board of directors for
Rotary Internationzl. The first
president was Hérry 0. John.

. son and the vice'president was

Dr. L. R. Hotch!dss [
* , 15 Years Ago '

The Feb. 17; 1850 LIVONIAN

carried -a. front: page- story on

.the newly formed’Charter Com-
‘missions swearing-in cererony.

Harry S. Wolfe. was chosen as
coMymission chairman and -Ray-
mond Gﬂnun u vIce-chairmnn

The LWON'IAN.QI Feb. 11,

1955, repcxted the sad news of
the d:xth of Gearge Bentley, Mr,
Bentley was 79 and had beeni ill
for some time. Other front pnge
news included the urglng of the

-state to take ‘a mew

census and

the prediction of a light turnout
in the G—eurll Primiry EIec-

on.

i H Yem'l Ago

_The “automation boom" has’
come to Redford. In the Feb, 18,
1960 OBSERVER  the chief
headline was concerned w‘Ith the
ideas of - bringing-
meters into the Townslnp It
was evident that the business-
men did not.care for the idea
for 70 of them turned out to
protest thé ‘proposal.

\KERRY GUENTHER o

BRUCE G/ KENJAL
AIIIOMOBIIE INSURAMNCE SPE(IAIISIS FOR All 'IYPES IJI"DIIIVERS

LIVONIA.

FULL COVERAGE — EASY PAYMENTS )
29127 Fiyo Mil Road (1 Block £ o Middloblf

N. THRU SAT. 9 A:M: 1o
GAyﬁald 5-7900
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Noturally, it's self:threading. Just tuck the end.of the Him
. intora slot and the projector takes it from thare . & . evan
sturts the film onto the toke.up reel. A single Totary switch con-
trols “on,” “off," lamp and power rewind. A powerful 50-watt
 projection lamp gives bright pictures up to 4 feet wide. What's
more, you can show 400 feet of filn ot o time.  *
The whole ‘unit 15 about the size of an outomatic toaster and
.. weighs only six jpounds. Light enough to tcke with you whea
you go on visits. And- cost? Only 129, w.ll moke you the
proud owner of this quullty projector.
‘Why not Jet me demonstrate it? At the mml time, “let me
w you a Jow-cost ‘film splicer so you chn put together your |-,
S0 foot scctions of film mta 400-foot reeld. You'll be plecsantly
- surprised at how little it costs to set yourself up with this fine
projector-and some recommended cocessories. X

CUSTOM PHOTO FINISHING
BLACK & WHITE & COLOR
BEST QUALITY. & FASTEST SERVICE
"P[ymouth s ‘Exelusive. Camera Shop .

Since 1945* .

RESPECI’ED FOR QUALITY
. SERVICE




