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“Barefoot Tn The Park” tippy-toed its way into the Fisher
Theater last week. Before.Act I was five minutes old, the solid
laughter of the audience gave hilarious evidence of the joyful
time to be had during the entire evening. Nil Simon’s- wacky
comedy about 2 blithe ‘yoting couple establishing living quarters
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Wish Upon A Stdr" are a group
of talented youngsters.

in a walkup apartment five Jong flights up piles laugh upon

laugh. .

Director Mike Nichols has ad-
ded speed, dash, and vitality to
2 seript that at times tends to
sag with gags. Author Neil Sim-
on, a former radio-TV writer, is
tempted occasionally to throw

il es about - the set as
though he were still pounding
the typewriter for Jerry Lewis.
Director Nichols fortunately
supplemented these lines with
zany inventive business.

Al Myrna Loy is get
ting top billing, the real stars .
of the - road production’ sre
Joan Van Ark and Richard
Benjamin. Myrna assumes
the top billing by virtue of
her past movie experience.
She was a great comedlenne
in her day,

As the nosy mother-inlaw in
“Barefoot In the Park” she
tields her lines well and con-
tributes actively to the general
horseplay going on. However,
you mever gquite get over the
feeling that William Powell
would suddenly walk on-stage
and toss her & comic line from
her “Thin Man,” Hollywood

series.

Guess what I'm trying {6.say
is that Mymna dida't really un-
bend enough to be an integrated
part of the rough-and-fumble
comedy that was swirling
about her. Perhaps Rfiss Loy
bas been away from the stage
too long.Well, her rather formal
acting of the part does in mo
way spoil the proceedings. HMr.
Berfamin and Miss Van Ark
{flash, storm, and whirl so blith-
ely about Miss Loy that it isn’t
long before she is caught up
helplessly in a veritable mael-
strom of laughter,

Sandor Szabo, the old gay
blade upstairs, charms the
mother-in-law, the andience,
and 2dds to the general guf-
faw level. His gourmet cook-
ing scene stopped the show.
Yes, “Barefoot In the Park”
Is welcome rellef after all the
flops during the recent months

at the Fisher, Seems good to
hear the rafters ring with the
sound of hearty laughter.
Neil Simon bas two hit com-
edies now playing on Broadway.
His “The Odd Couple”” opened
about a month ago. The critics

raved as they did when “Bare- |

foot"” opened almost a year ago.
Has Mr. Simon retired to count
his many dollers? Not at 2il, he
is busy writing “Slaughter on
10th Avenue,” a comedy mur-
der-mystery. 1i's encouraging
to know that Mr, Simon is pre-
paring more foolishness for the
coming Sseason.

You'll see a lot of “Barefoot”
in the years to come as little
theater groups will revel in the
snappy dialogue that peppers
the script.

Only one difficulty that I fore-
see is the skylight center stage.
You need a high proscenium to
give it the marvelous sweep
built in by designer Oliver
Smith. And two climaxes in the
show depend ¢n this window.
‘However, I have great faith in
community theater designers.
Somehow or other they always
come up with a reasonable ad-
aptation of the Broadway ori-
ginal and the show has the same
happy effect.

“Zorba, the Greek” is pres-

ently playing at the Stndio 8

in Detroit and at the Campus

Theater in Ann- Arbor. Take
your choice as to the direc-
tion you wish to drive, but
by -all means go lmmediately
to see the picture of the year.
It tops “Never On Sunday,”

an earlier Greck Academy

Award winner. “Zorba” was

made as an English film, but

all the, forelgn film techni-
ques are presented and make
this film a. dazzler.

Anthony Quinn fs wonderful.
His zest for life comes through
so vividly that you swear you
are watching a stage produc-
tion. This film, -though dove in
black and white, drips with local
colors of Crete. Every .person
in the picture supporting Mr.

inn has star status in my
book.

It's rare to see a picture that
can evoke the responses from
an audience as “Zorba the
Greek"” does, He is a man every-
one loves. He has some of the
scampish nature of Sakini who
you met and loved in “Teahouse
of the August Moon.” His phil-
osophy is rough and ready. I
suspect most of us in the audi-
ence would like to embrace
such a liberal view of life. May-
be that's what makes this pict-
ure so appealing.

The photography shimmers
and glows, You must see it to
appreciate the excellent compo-
sition, balance, and emphatic
editing. “Zorba, the Greek"” has
cinematic sequences in it that
you will be remembering for
years. It's that type of picture,
Les Crane during his short stay
on the ABC Nightlife show rav-
ed about the picture after pre-
viewing it. Old Wally concurs
with Mr, Crane — “Zorba, the
Greek” is magnificent.”

urchase

this~ “Simon - purely ~fantastic™

con:l: classie. In town for three
e weeks,

S, THEATER--

"ZORBA THE
G " Try pot to mim this
Academy Award winner. Wil be
at this Ann Arbor movie house

until May 1.
HILLBERRY THEATER —
“MACBETH, TAMING OF THE
IPUS REX."

You have only seven weeks leit fo
see one or ail of these four fine
Call 8333151 for

Here for Big
Democratic Fete

The annual Democratic Party
Jefferson - Jackson Day Dinner
will be held on Saturday, May 1,
in Cobo Hall, Delroit. A recep-
tion honoring Democratic offi-
cials will begin at 5:30 pm.,
with the dinner scheduled to
begin at 6:30 p.m.

W. Willard Wirtz, United
States Seeretary of Labor, will
be the guest speaker.

Tickets are selling for $30.00
single and $40.00 per couple.
‘Tickets may be ordered in this
area from Mrs. Etbel Schwartz,
Chairman of the Jeff-Jack
Ticket Committee, KE 7-2326.

Seating at the dinner will be
in round tables of 10, and per-
sons wishing to sit together are

urged to send their reservations
in together.

“HILLZAPOPPIN”

An Original'Musical Comedy

presented by i

- REDFORD SUBURBAN LEAGUE
| THEATRE GUILD ‘

Friday, April 30 at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday, May 1 at 7.30 and 10 p.m.

Sunday, May 2 at 7:00 p.m.
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JUST ONE more week to win a bike.
Just one more week to color Mary Pop-
pins so that she knows what you think
she should look like. If you are between
the ages of 4 and 12 it’s simple—just

color the picture, clip it out and attach
your name, age and address and mail
it to Mary Poppins, ¢/o The Observer,
33050 Five Mile Rd., Livonia, Mich.

The concert will -begin at
Jp.mz, April 23°at Bentley High
School. It will be good. enter
tainment.for. both: adults and
children. Tickets will be avail;
Jable at: the door, * For. furthe
-| information call Mcs; Howard
-| Scheppe at 476-5632.

. ‘Appearing as the seven
dwarfs In Snow White and
Seven Dwarfs are: Keven
Mepyans, Tommy Elsey,
Keith Laughlin, Richard Hof-
fer, Gordon Day, Kieth Hind.
marsh and Chuck Fuss.

as Christopher Robin. Doroth:
in the Wizard of Oz will b
portrayed by Julie Heinz am
Sherry Urban plays Thumbeli-
na in the Hams Christian An-
derson sequence. |
Other children appearing
are: James Penrod, Marla!’
Omar, Lynoe Emonas, Donna’
Hoffa, Jeanine Jones, Debbie
Dokatz, Karen Dukatz, Lisa
Fuss, Cheryl Fernitz, Carolyn
Morrow, Laurle Foor and
Lisa Stoll. i
The Peter Pan dances will

be done by students from the
ryant Junior High School
Physical Education Depart-
ment directed by Judith Got-
helf. . i

Classic Theaire
Reopens Tonight

The Hilberry Classic Theatre,
which has been dark for a
week, reopens Wednesday
(April 21) with two perform-
ances, a matinee of ‘‘Macheth”
at 2:30 and an 8:30 perform-
ance of “Galileo.” Remainder
of the week's performances in-

“Jack in the Beanstalk” will
visit the South Redford School
District this Friday, April 23.
The Wayne.State Players Prod-
uction of the children’s tale will
be offered at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m, b

Old Homestead Aids

WSU Players To Try Again

at Thurston High School. Shear
PTA is sponsoring the appear-
ance, A previous date for the
production to visit South Red-
ford was cancelled because of
all that snow — way back in

arch.

Want ads get quick results!

o s .
April in Paris
Is Dance Theme

“April in Paris” Is the theme
of the April 24 Rosedale Gar-
dens Civic Association Dance,
The party will begin at 9 p.m.
at the club house on Hubbard
Rd. All members and their
guests are welcome. For infor-
mation call 425-2667. H

Individual residents of 0ld
Homestead® Subdivision have
been giving considerable time
and resources to aiding the
Farmington Area YMCA.

Last summer the Ted Knights
and Bill Morgans loaned their
pools for swimming instruetion.
The Russ Nankervises are giv-
ing leadership at many points,
with Russ being active on the
YMCA Board.

clide “The Taming of
Shrew™ at 8:30 Thursday,
“Macbeth” at 8:30 Friday, and
on Saturday “Galileo” at 2:30
and. the double bill “Oedipus
Rex” and “The Ridiculous
Young Ladles' at 8:30.

The same repertory will be
repeated in different order
weekly through June 12, The
plays are performed by the
Classic Reperiory Company.
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LA PARISIEN

FORD & MIDDLEBELT ROADS, GA 1-0210

STATE

Theatre on Michigan Ave, in Wayne, PA 1-2100

WAYNE

DEARBORN
DRIVE-IN

~ ALGIERS

Drive-In Theatre
Between Bosch and Wksr | Warren at Wayne Rd. ]
L0 -2-7007 GA 2-8810
ELECTRIC {N CAR HEATERS — FREE
STARTS WEDNESDAY FOR 7 DAYS

JAMES BOND IS BACK IN ACTION!
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NOW SHOWING.

Now the mightiest trne adventure of all!
HN RD'S

Redford Union High

Auditorium

3 Kinloch and Curtis 4

. See this bright new comedy about
a Redford Township family who

Donation $1.75 at Mr

or Call
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inherits a Hollywood Movie Studio.

KE 1-7421
KE 7-2649

STUDENT TICKETS §1.00
Fridoy ond Sundoy only
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. DOORS OPEN 12:45
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CONTINUOUS PERFORMANCES! POPULAR PRICES! .

DRIVE-IN

W. of Wayne, PA 1-3150

[ Everybody who's ever been funny is in itl |

PAIL

TERRYTHOMAS
AINATHAN WINTERS,
BELLE

STANEY KRANTR

wajo

WORLD®
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Shaun Laughlin will appear -

WHEN YOU WISH UPON A STAR will be pre-
sented by the Livonia Women's Chorus at Bentley
April 23 beginning at 8 p.m. The Peter Pan Dances
will be done by students from the Physical Education
Department of Bryant Junior High School. Jan Bren-
ner, center, poses. for, from left, Gail Saunders, Linda
Matthews, Pat Garrett, Nancy Thomas and Denise

a. e

To Honor

Young Bowlers

All participants in the Livonia
Department of Parks and Rec-
reation Youth Bowling League
will attend the annual banquet
fo be beld at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday, April 22 in the Roma
Hall of Livonia.

Highlights of the evening will
be the presentation of awards
and an array of surprise en-
tertainment. -

PLYMOUTH
ART Theatre

Phone 453-5094
West of Main on Penniman
NOW THRU SAT. ONLY
‘Open Nightly 6:45—Sun. 3:45

- E PARKING

yoube!3met the rat pack?s
& 0 e
jics

MON., MAY 3—8:15 p.m.
Beniiey High  Schoal
Sponsored by Livonla
Youth Foundation

STARTS SUN.—3 DAYS ONLY
P
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Edward Hines Motel  GA 7330
or Any Livonis Rotary Member
iAdults 5200 — Students $1.00

: Piymaith, west of Middtebeit.» KE 35400 - 6471200 {8

“A GRASH-BANG,

ckaw Ao nm
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PLEASE NOTE:-
NIGHTLY SHOWINGS: 6:50 and 9:25
SATURDAY SHOWINGS:
I%- 4:10 - 6:50 and 9:25—OPEN 1:00
SUNDAY SHOWINGS:
4:10 - 6:50 and 9:25—OPEN 3:45

Plymouth, Michigan
HELD OVER
NOW THRU TUESDAY. APRIL 27

CONTINUOUS
PERFORMANCES!
POPULAR PRICES!

1T'S THE BIGGEST ENTERTAIRMENT EVER
70 ROCK THE SCREEN WITH LAVGHTER!
“dJd (HIGHEST
THE AUDIENCE ROARS...
'RING WITH LAUEHTERI".
*HILARIOUS ALL THE WAYI”
e e
GRAND-SUAR! KEY:
COP ADVEMTUREL” - cr tori e
“YOU GAN'T AFFORD TO WIS THISI™
e b
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ACADEMY AWARD

 JULIE ANDREWS
) BEST ACTRESS

Plus I
4 other Academy Awards!

Wait Disney's

JULIEN >/ ek &
ANDREWS VAN DYKE
K DAVID TOMLINSOEH o GIYNIS JEUNS -
e e
L O - A A OB
'WED. AND SAT. DOORS OPEN 8:30 A.M.

Showings et 9:00-11:30-2:00-4:30-7:00-9:30
Sunday Open 11:00 a.m. Showings 11:30, 2, 4:30,
Mon,, Tues., Open 4 p.m. Showing 4:30-7:00-9:30
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LAST WEEK FOR COLORING CONTEST!

~ WIN_A BIKE

and Other Prizes!

Donated by Montgomery Wards
of Wonderland




