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Damage Is Extensive:

Fire, Fire Everywhere in Farmington Area

A rash of fires plagued the
Farmington area in the past
seven days. Damage was exten-
sive, but there were no serious
injuries.

The w0 hardest hit sites were
in' Farmington City, at 33413
Oakland, and at 20831 Robin-
wood.  There was alo an an-
noying conflagration at the

“ Farmington Townskip Dump, on

Halstead Road_between 10 and
11 Mile Roads; and a brush fire
threatened two Township homes.

Both of the Farmington house

fires took twelve men and two
engines .to extinguish.

Far greater property dam-
age and possible severe per-
sonal Injury in the Oakland
Avenue fire -were prevented
by the quick action of the

firefighters, and the calm.
ness and discipline of the

occupants.

The_ fire broke out at 1:30
a.m., Thursday morning. Roger
Lemieux, the home-owner, was
sitting downstairs. His wife Vir-
ginia, and their four children
—Scott, seven and 2 half;
Janice, six and a half; Suzanne,
four and 2 half; and Carol, two

and a half—were upstairs sleep-
ing.

The fire started in the couch,
which was in the southeast cor-
ner of the front room. It burned
fast, and there was a lot of
smoke. 1t burned through the
wall, and started to burn
through the upstairs wall.

Virginia was awakened by
the smell of smoke. She

Walter
Proves a

Maverick’

In voling against lmql ap-
proval of Franklin Ravine Sub-
division, Trustee Byron Walter
interrupted the pattern of un-
animity with which the Farm-
ington Township Board of Trus-
tees generally. approaches is-
sues.

Walter's dissent came at the
Board meeting on Monday, April
26. The subdivision in question
is situated on tbe east side of
Middlebelt,” north of Ten Mile
Road. The developers are D, E.
Munre, and Jack and Sheldon
Rose.

‘Walter argued that In the
Township's planned - unit - de-
velopment lots were reduced,
hot resldents were compen-
sated by having recreation
areas set aside within the sub.
division, In the case of Frank-
Iyn Ravine, he sald, the area.
set aside for recreation was
a- deep - ravine—not suitable -
for recreation. This argument

(Continued on Page 16B)

Luxury Subdiv.
Just Too Dense
For Zoning Bd.

i

The Farmington Township
Zoning Board meeting on;Wed-
pesday, April 22, could not see
itself clear to rezome the;area
of Rockdale and Orchard {Lake
Road, -in order to allow the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post
4033 to enlarge its building. To
do so it decided would cause
the entire area to go commer-
cial. The Board is seekiog a dif-
ferent way to permit the en-
largement.

This decision was followed by
a public hearing on Hunter
Ridge, 75 and 25 acre parcels
on 14 Mile Road and Orchard
Lake Road. This aroused con-
siderable conrtoversy.

It began with an Impressive
and highly detailed presenta-
tion by developer Rosenhaus—
one that represented two years
work on the part of the de-
veloper. Hunter Ridge, he
sald, will be a very high level
subdivision. It will inclade an
inn, a club whick will be open
24 hours 2 day, and lcunis
court.

ran a!oul of

occasioned a tree planting

ARBOR DAY, was celebtated in-
Farmingten, on Thursday, April 22. It

the. Iawn of the City Hall. In the center
is-Mrs: W M. Caldwell, representing the

ceremony on

Farmington Garden Club. Doing the hon-
ors with her are (from left to rlght) City
Manager John
Brotherton, Councilman John Allen, and
Mayor Pro Tem Howard Thayer.

Dinan,. Mayor Wilbur

grabbed the baby, nnd, speak-
ing In a soft voice, told the
other children to go down the
stairs ahead of her. They
matter-of-factly obeyed, and
marched safely out of the

house.

Her husband, in' the mean-
time, was trying to call the fire
department. In the attempt, he
received burns on the right

*

Max Beck 29, of 22016 Tread-
well, Farmington Township, an
engineer with the Chevrolet Dj-
vision of the General Motors
Corp., was killed in a car acci-
dent, in Flint, Wednesday night,
April 21, He is survived by his
wife, Jean, and their three
children, Michael, five; Nicho-
las, threc-and- ahalf and Lisa,
twoanda-half,

A graduate of the General
Motors Institute in Flint, Beck
\was a specialist in material
handling. As such, he had been
called to Flint from an assign-
ment in Tarrytown, New York.

On the evening of the acci-
dent, Beck participated in a
dinner-meeting with a group of
people, including Clyde Perkins,
president of a company with
whom Chevrolet was dealing.
After dinner the group drove
to the Flint Airport. After din-
ner, Beck and Perkins went for

Tnuch Tone sarv:ce, which
permits callers to tap out phone

twirling traditional dials,

be introduced in. Farmington
today, Wednesday, April 28, by
the Michigan Bell Telephone
Company.

Hughes C. Bronaugh, man-
ager here for Michigan Bell,
sald the new optlonal service
will be offered to cusiomers
whose phone numbers begin
with “GR'4” or “474,” “GR 6"
or “476” and “591.”

“The principal advantage of
the mew service is speed,” Bro-
naugh said. “With the new
pushbutton phone callers can
tap out a phone number in two
to five seconds, compared with
the normal dialing time of eight
to 14 seconds.”

The monthly charge for
Touch-Toge service is $1.50 a

e for

numbers on buttons instead of [.

muslcal tones of Touch
Tone.”

able only in color, come in a
varjety of models for both busi-
ness and residential customers.
There is no color’ charge for

1the Touch-Tone insfruments.

Also offered is a new compact

Pushbutton telephones, avail-| wall phone, designed especially

for Touch-Tone service.
Bronaugh said a mew dial

tone was placed in operation on

Jan. 24 to ‘prepare for the

Touchtone Dialing Arrives

Touch-Tone service. The new
tone, somewhat lower in pitch
than the present signal, was
adopted to provide a uniform
signal that is compatible with
both pushbutton and dial tele-
phones.

lower part of his back.

The first fire-fighter to reach
the blaze.was Ptm. Carl Varner,
in a car. Next came Acting Sgt.
Richard Miller, in a Mack Fire
Engine, :

Varper and Miller, went to
work using water from a booster
line. The fire was already in-
tense, They called for more
help. They have since been com-

*

a ride, while one of the people
in the group was driven to the
Flint Airport,

Enroute to the Airport, the

School Bd. Gets
Grading Request
From Kenbrook

The Safety Committee of Ken-
brook School sent representa-
tives to the Farmington Board
of Education meeting Monday
evening to present pictures of
their rutted parking lot and re-
quest that it be graded and
blacktopped.

hTe Board recommended a
student of the situation, but
held that instead of paving be-
ing the solutioh, something
should be done about the drain-
age.

Kenbrook school property is
at a lower level than the sur-
rounding area creating a drain-
age problem which the Board
felt resulted in the wet condi-
;ion and holes in the parking
ot. i

The parents charged that
holes are so large and deep
that cars have been damaged
attempting to enter the lot.
1so they said the parking space
had been cut down considerably
because of the bad conditions.

mended by Chief Maurice Foltz,
for their quick and effective ac-
tion. Foltz was the next to ar-
rive. Nine more officers were
soon there, They were Detectives
William- Garden and Donald
Youles; Lt Al Van Dell; Ser-
geants Jay Harrison and Rob-
ert Deadman; and Patrolmen
Glenn Harding, Dan Byrnes, and
Ronald and Alan Watson,

driver of the Thunderbird in
which they were driving at.
tempted to pass a truck in 2
no-passing zone. She drove
head-on into the.path of an.
other car.

Perkins. as well as Beck was
killed. The driver is in the hos-
pital.

Tom Nolan, chairman of the
Republican Party in Farming-
ton Township, was in Flint on
business. After the fatality, he
drove Beck’s car back to Michi-
gan.

They went at the blaze with
a twoandahalf inch line at-
tached to a hydrant. So suc-
cessful were they that the
fire was confined to the living
and dining rooms.
The damage to the interior,
ho“ever, was very great
e Lemieux’s are szaymg at
the Home of Lrs, Lemieny s par-
{Coutinued on Page 16B)

Farmington Township Resident

Killed In Flint Auto Crash

Beck was active in the Forest
Park Home Owners Association
and the Farmington Area Jay-
cees.

Each year, the Farmington
Jaycees have a scholarship pro-
gram, whereby each year they
give $300 1o S350 to the area
teen-ager who shows the great-
est musical talent. The money
goes toward sending the young-
ster to either Michigan State
University or Interlochen.

Beck was in charge of the

(Continued on Page 16B)

Anti-Hunting

Bill

Passes Both Houses

State Representative Ray-
mond L. Baker (R-Farmington)
has bailed the passage of his
bill engbling voters to decide
whether hunting will be allowed
in West Bloomfield Township.

Rep. Baker reported that the
bill had passed both houses of
the Legislature and was given
immediate effect, thereby per-
mitting an early-vote by Town-
ship residents on the issue. The
measure now goes to the Gover-
nor for his approval and ac-
cording to Baker, “There is
every reason fo believe that
he will act favorably™.

More Angry Parenis
Decry Student Busing

By JOY STINSON
Last Monday evening, for the
second time in two weeks, the
Farmington Board of Educa-
tion was with a

small area and that the school

system has failed to take their

children into consideration

when setting boundaries.
mtely 90 s

group of parents angered by
transferring their children to a
different elementary school next
September.

Representatives of the Gxeenr
castle nd

and $2 a line for business cus-
tomers, A one-time $5 installa-
tion charge is made for both
types of service.

Michigan Bell is, gradually in-
troducing the pushbutton serv-
ice throughout the state.

“The need for the gradual
introduction is because major

d

But
the denmy requirement. The
maximum, according to the cur-
rent Township cdde is 14, The
request therefore has - been
tabled for rehearing April 29,

The request of the Sheil Oil
Co. for permission to construct
a gas station on Orchard; Lake
Road and 14 Mile Road was re-
jected. The Board did not deem
the site appropriate for: such
an establishment.

The request of the Children’s
Hospim of Michigan for rezon-
ing that would permit it to ex-
pand its Grosse Pointe Nursing
Home passed without contm-
versy.

What’s |
Inside

The Farmington Observer
The Farmington Observer

in most cases additional in-
stallation—must be made in
central offices before the new
service can be offered,” Bro-
naugh sald. “The modifica-
tions and -installations enable
central office switching equip-

meat fo handle both Ihe tradl-
tional dial signals and the

Brookhill Subdivisions read a
formal protest regarding a
recent decision to transfer ap-
proximately 85 elementary chil-
dren in their area from the
Highmeadow school which they
now attend to Middlebelt school
next September. The Board de-
cided to. maintain its position.

The parents charged that
this will be the fourth move
their children have made In
five years. Some they said
have attended five schools in
six years and still others four
schools in four years.

The parents argued that they
were being discriminated
against because they were a

Redford Township Police
cracked open eight previously
unsolved auto thefts last week-
end with the arrest of a 17-
year-old Farmington boy.

Robert Fish, 17, of 33335
Shiawasee, Farmington Town-

Eight Stolen Autos
Recovered by Police

ship, was taken into custody
after Police picked him up fol-
lowing a high-speed auto chase
shortly after 3 am. April 23

Police started 'chasing the
1963 Oldsmobile being * driven
hy Fish after they observed

Weiss Family Is
Oui Of Danger

Mrs, Norwood Weiss, of 35885
i To

wh-
ship, and her three children,
are all out of danger. They hld
been seriously injured

accident in the Tuwnshlp
April 17, Only son Jobn hns
been released {from . William
Beauman Hospital, But the rest
are reported in satisfactory con-
dition,

acting in the
vium!y of 18444 Gaylord, near
a used car lot. They followed
him to MacArthur and Curtis,
where he stopped the car,
leaped out and ran. Another
Township policeman spotted
the youth at Margareta and
Kinloch shortly afterward and
arrested him.
Eight auto thefts in Redford
and Farmington and other near-

by communities were admitted | V12

fo by Fish, police told The

Observer:

of residents in the areas ac-
companied the formal protest
which stated that ** ot no time
did Superintendent Gerald V.
Harrison state an adequate rea-
son for moving the same chil-
dren this many times.”

The protest further read:

“After viewing the charts
set up, it becomes aparent
that we (the three subdivi--
sions) are always going to be
shifted around, Mr. Harrison
implied that it was likely that

we wonld be moved again.”

The Board blamed a growing
community and a rash of sub-
divisions sprouting up all over
the area as their reasoms for
the frequent moves and *“to
keep the children on full day
sessions.”

The parents were assured
by their Board that the chil.
dren would be left at Middle-
belt school as long as possible
but refused to change their
pewly set up boundaries.

At the previous Board meet-
ing, parents from the Kimberly
North subdivision appeared to
protest the busing of their chil-
dren to Middlebelt school.

School Administrators
Get Two Year Pay Rate

At the regular Farmington
Board of Education meeting
‘Monday evening, salary sched-
ules were adopted for the ad-
ministrative staif,

For the first time, a two-year
schedule was prnpnsed and ac-
cepted.

Superintendent Gerald V

Harrison will receive $20,000 for
the 1965-66 school year with 2
$1,000 increase the {following
year.

Both assistant superintend-
ents, M. Van Ameyde, and
Read, will receive $15,250 for
196566 and- $16,100 for 1966-67.

Salaries for Byron Oliver, ad-
ministrative assistant, and Min-
nie Zielke, director of elemen-

tary education, have been set]too

at $13,050. All five of these peo-
ple’s salaries aré drrived at by
bargaining rather-than follow-
Xng a set schedule as with other
personnel.

The lﬂmxmstrame salary
schedule which affects all other
admimmams, has ben set up
a-direct relationship to the
teacher’s salary schedule. A be-
ginning administrator’s salary

will start at the third step in

ary schedule,

factor which recognizes
(Continged on Page 16B)

16 Year Old
Beats Knife

Romano’s Pizzeria, 28933 W.
Nine Mile Road in Farmington,
has a 16 year old employee
who is bard to bluff. _

At 2 ‘am. Sunday - morning,
April 28, two Farmington Town-
ship youths came into thé
Reéstaurant for pizza. They were

late.

One of the ynnms—lﬂ years
old—was not only hungry bot
under. the inﬂnence of . nlcn—
hol. He -wis also carrying
switehblade, lle threatened. fn
use it.

-“The 16 .yearold employee was
not -impressed. He spotted the
18 year old two years and a
knife. And be threw him out.

The 18 year old got no pizza.
But did get 2 black eye.

BRUCE DUKE of Farmington Township, is seen
here giving aid to Lucille Kern, also of Farmington
Township, while waiting for an ambulance to take
them to William Beaumont Hospital, after a three car
accident, on Orchard Lake Road and Fifteen Mile
Road, ’l'hursday evening, April 22, Duke and his wife

Peggy were also injured.

This action by the Legisla-
ture was requested by the West
Bloomfield Township Board and
supported by petitions signed
by about 1100 residents.

The Conservation Department
bad also given their support
stating that the increased de-
velopment of the township
creates concern for possible in-
jury to persons and property as
a result of bunung activity.

Car Accident

:Injures Four

Four Farmington area resi-
dents \ﬁr injured in a three
car collision, on Orchard Lake
Road, at 15 Mile Road, at 10
p.m., Thursday, April 22.

A car driven by Russell Vopni,
of Birmingham, struck the rear
of a car driven by Walter De-
Mattia, 32595 Grand River,
Farmington. His car was forced
into the rear of the car of Bruce
Duke, 27714 Forestbrook Drive.

DeMattia, Mrs. Lucille Kern,
of 28120 Grand Duke Drive, in
Farmington, and Mr, and Mrs.
Duke were all taken to William
Beaumont Hospital for treat-
ment of injuries. DeMattia was
treated for contusions and facial
Jacerations; Mrs. Kern for la-
cerations of the hand, and arm,
2 torn muscle, and a head
wound; Mrs. Duke for muscu-
lar strain.

They were returning from an
organizational meeting of 19th
-District Republicans.

MAKING ‘JOINT PLANS [or the,
Memorial Day Parade which will be held’
in Farmington on Monday, May- 31, are
these officers of the area’s VFW and
American Legion Posts. Seated from left
to right: Chuck Currie, Senior Vice
Commander of Groves Walker American
the Post's Comman-
der, George Grﬁim~ Jim Konse, Com-

Legion Post :#346;

mander .of VFW Post £4033; and Joe
Gibbons; Chairman of the oint VFW-
American Legion Parade Committee.
Standing from left to right: Frank Bar-
ber, Assistant Chairman and Amerlcati,
Legion Coordinator; and Major Robef|
Smith, Assistant Chairman and retired
Ad]utant General of Michigan's 6th
Army Corps,



