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Clarence v:llé Sectipn of f ownship

.By ALLEN ROSENFELD

Dissatisfaction is widespread
in the Clarenceville séction of
Farmington Township. ‘That
was this. reporter’s unmistak-
able impression, aiter an exten-
sive tour of the area on Sunday.

The area, technically describ-
ed as Grand: River Crest Sub-
division, is the eastern ‘entrance
to the Township. Its bound-
aries are Eight Mile Road on
the south, and Shiawassee on
the north; Inkster on the east
and” Colwell on the west.

The angry residents are solid
cittizens. Many of them are

* businessmen.

They are unhapw about.
lhclr water tax, about blight,
abont their tax assessments,
about a lot of things, Bat the
‘maln cause of heir unhappi.
ness is thelr feeling that they
are belng treated as the podr
stepchild of the Township. |
This feeling bas long existed.
But is is growing stronger, and
more organized.

The problem is mnot essen-
tally one of personalities. The
Clarenceville middle class feels
it has been mistreated by ad~

dents agreed to try to set np
.such ] meeﬂnx J

i Clarenceville is; a classic
éxnmple of a good ne:ghl‘;or-
hood growing old, but unwill-
ing to admit it.

,Many of its best residents
still ‘desire to live in it. They
spend big money to give theu-
liomes a face lifting; while
Houses around them become
mmshuckled
{Some resldcnts,‘of course,
try to leave. And when they
find buyers scarce, some | of
em rent. The renters, natur-
ally, don’t keep the houses [up
ds well as the owners did, and
the nelghbnxhuod contmues to

Tha shabbier the neighbor-
hood gets, the more people
Want to leave it. But they find
that because of the conditions
‘a‘mund they they can't get lheu'
roney out, This is the paint

Clarenceville has reached ito-
day.
at

|The solid citizens look out]
2n_abandoned house that
become 2 hangout for you
s’ers of both sexes, They
crime hfe all arouhd thi
They st cars -

25
ng-
e
m,
nd

after
tion, and that the ctirrent one is
mo exception. But -they do
charxe that the present Super-
visor Curt Hall is inaccessible,

upen sepuc tanks,

| These solid citizens pnsh d
for and got an anti-blight laj

. But, as Robert Harborne,

—n."

trying to ignore lhcm

A major ‘problem here is
one of communication. A first
step toward alleviating it may
have been taken. On Monday,

uilding who livi
at 21222 §t, Francls, explains
lt. ﬂxe Ha]l. ndmlnls!nﬂon,

1a

Curt Hall denies this, He says
his administration ihns been
making ‘a *vigorous! effort” in
the avea. He says Clarenceville
gets. “proportionately” the
same share of public -services
as any other 'subdivision, and
that his administration will con-
tinue to ‘make’ & “vigorous ef:
fort” in the area.
Douglas MacArthur, a con.
tractor who lives at 21218 St.
Francis, feels that! most of
Clarenceville’s’ troubles would
be over if there were a strict
enforcement of the |anti-blight
law. The Township Zoning in-
spector, William Taylor, how-
ever, says things aren't quite
that simple, He showed this re-
porter, carbon cup)es of scores
of anti-blight ' tickets be has
written. But he doésn’t deny

plenty. of blight : remaﬁus

division is the abandéned house
at 21122 Ontago. Joe Marsh, a
rettired Ford worker, who lives
in a neat pretty home at 21135

Ontago, told this reporter of
continuous Jawless goings-on at
abandoned 21122,

In‘exylalnlng why this sitna-

tion | has been wluated In-
spector Taylor shhwed mie
evidence of the fact that ‘he
was unable for a long time to
find |the owner of the honse. |
“Haying found him
¢an |[do is make i
the honse up.; We- ¢
him [to tear it down.
mitation of f{he
"

an't force
This is
present

before
h s apathetic to’ Claren,
jville’s problems. Rather
“its. energies

Hall a
to meet with dissatistied resi- .
dents, and onme of the resi-

servicing the newer, rich
subdivisions to the north,

As [to the presen
sightly trucks, an
ore in the.area, T.
“jts hard to prove
being| used for! busin

e of un-
ther * eye
ylor says

truck, is
ess. If its

YOUTH GUIDANCE CO’\NmEE a{ Greater
Farmington is seen at its meeting on Friday,
gjscuss what should be done about

July 30, to
Chairman Robert Eddy. Action
until the September meeting.

camera (from left to right), Marjorie Gluck-

stein, James Alstrom, Hugh

Chajrman),
gram- for, O
the Commiffee’s
(from left to ri
Deadman, Juvel
Police, and Ptm.
Officer for the

was postponed
Facing the

Watson (Vice

Ed Flood,
klan

d Cot
case

LaForge,
case worker. Backs to camera
ght), Jean Brush, Sgt. Robert
ile Officer for Farmington

Council’s Me
Sweetness Fa

The honeymoon may. be over
for 'the Farmington City Coun-
cil. With the election of two
new Councilmen,
and Ralph Yoder, and the de-

«feat of Councilman Henry For-
rest, who was at loggerheads
with his peers, things were all
sweetness and light until the
latest meeﬂng. on ;Bonday,
August 2.

There were several verbal ex-
changes on Monday, ‘none of
them bitter, but they seemed
to reveal philosophic rhﬂa,r
ences between the members.

The principle exchange
camo over an issue which at
first bhad seemed ludlcrous;

Jolm  Allen | off

7

sharper.
1t is harder for a man with
idéntifiable uniform en to go
1.

n
f

Councilman Hugo' Peders
said he would be for the id|
only if .the men themsely
wanted it. Councilman Howar
Thayer said he didn’t know
he was for it or not but that
thought it would be silly to al
Qhe men i whether they wants
the uniforms or mot.
Ralph ;Yoder came out ef
phatically against the idea. E
said: “If:you want to do som
thing for them, give them t}
$2 a_week (the amount thy
would save on clothes).”

ti
di

Norfan Stainbrooks' Juvenile
Township Po].\ce .
i

ng
ing

The question ~wa;
‘Anotber Allen sugg
ff a brief flap. All
ed the opinion that
I's agenda might py
treamlined. He had
irged a streamlining
Tal conduct-of meeti
Thayer praised John .
ffor having streamlined the
lagenda considerably during
his tenure as City ;ﬁnuer.
{However, he conceded farther
(improvement ‘might| be pos-
isible.

Pederson, like Tha)
eran of the Coimneil,
hat the present age:

tabled.
estion .set
N expres.
ithe Coun-

ver a vet-
ald flatly
da was a

of the Farmington Youth Gu

: |ation Commission held its g

portation yoir can’t touch it.

Taylor' admits Ontago is|
mess, but be feels the g
residents are forgetting h
bad it was before he and
anti-Blight law came in
years ago, He feels he Sper
more 3 Grand . Ri
Crest than in :my other .sub
vision.

Another major gripe is o
assessments, ich the re
dents feel are too high, Mrs.
Eva :Newman, 2 widow who
has just sold her Iuxuriqus
ranch home at 21206 St. -Fran:
cis, for $20,300, feels assess-
ments are too high because you
can't get anywhere near [as
much from a' buyer.

She recalls that she paid|
$165 property tax in 1964,

“Mr. Hall has told me thaf
I lived in Kendallwood T co
expect to pay $500. I told K
if 1 lived in Kendallwood|
would expect to pay more
cause I would be getting soi
thing _ for - my money? “Ev¢
home is comparable in vali
Every home is kept-up. T

er

a

|
i
being used merely for trans- |

whole neighborhood is c
and well cared for.” ’

Hall's side of the story is
this; ‘that the assessments are
based on the cash value of the
houses. 'And, he adds, the
houses in Kendallwood are as-
sesséd much higher than tifose
in Grand River Crest.

WATER PROBLEM
Cash wise, the biggest besT
ceville {s the addi-
uona] wnter tax they are
are being forced to pay. A
Seader in mobilizing! public
opinion against this {tax is
John Behrens, a licensed
‘master plumber, who, live€ at
21019 St. Francis, is his
opinion, and it is shared by
many in the subdivision, that
their recent transfer from the
Farmington Township - Water
system to that of Oakland
County was merely buck-pass-
ing. These people feel that the
recent increase in  their
waler tax was an unfair bur-
den levied for the benefit of
:J:c newer northern subdivis-

ons, 3 . :

Hall, explaining his side of it,
recalls ‘that the area was ser-
viced by the Detroit Water
Board, with a line rated to
serve only 2,720 people, or 776

home. The/line actuarly operat.
slight overburden of
5.
tbere was a problem
ter Board igereased
e from its pumping
ix and Inkster. But,
the Board said it
provide this" ser.
the Township: got-its
n.

¢ Township has its
m, and Hall says the
lie people are be-
ed only. their pro-
share of the costs
nsmission lines for

Now th
awn systel
Clarencev}
ing char;
portionatd
of the tral
it.

John Behireds has raised cer-
tain questions with respect to
he water. In an interview Mon.
ay by-the Observer, Curt Hall
25 pmvnded some answers:
Behrens asked: “Why are we
cing charged a $5 debt charge,
when our |charges have beeu
aid for 25{years? Hall answers
that the cbarg’e is for the trans.
mission

Behrens\asks- “Why are we
harged $3.75 capital charge.”
Hall repligs: “Their $3.75 pe;

uarter no;nes to §15 a year.

Everyone q:lse in the Township

Is Troubled,

pays §15. They get by for only
$15 because they had surplus
money in the system and we
are able to use it to make up
the ;
Bebrens asks: “Why are
we charged $150 for a -ser-
vice churge?” Hall angwers:
| “This is an.old systein.
only reasonable to expeet that
the service and maintenance
on thelr old distribution Line
will be higher than the new
system.” !

Behrens asks:. “Why is our
water bill four times as high as
when it was in private hands?”
For one thing, explains Hall,
they are now getting a better
system. Behrens says the system
isp’t any better; the same three
inch line, the same pressure.
Hall says the pressure is great-
er.

Expanding on_the subject
Hall explained: “They have an
improved system- and in the
‘mew master, planoed system for
the entire ;Township the rate
was established by the Detroit
Water Board for the entire
Township. We compare very
favorably with the surrounding

60,

| communities in the cost. of pro-

viding Detroit City water.”

Bitter

To the charge that he passed- ’

the-buck in turning over the
Township Water System (o the
County, Hall says - the. Town-
ship did so because the County
‘has greater personnel and effi-
cinncy, since they provide this
service {0 many communities.
He says the cost would be sub-
stantially higher if. the Town.
ship had mainfained controk
The solid citizens admit they
are not without blame far the
present “conditions, Norman
Hunt, of 21215 St. Francis, a
production manufacturer with
the Maynard Mfg. Co., a publit
spirited man active in'Ameri-
can Field Service and Recrea-
tion Commission work, blames .
political apathy. Not only is the
section small, it has the poorest

voting record in the Township,

‘What is the future of Clarence-
ville ‘as a middle class com-
munity? Frank Schumacher, a
wrecking contractor who lives
at- 21207 :St. Francis, had con-
sidered moving to Grosse

Pointe. Instead he threw con- --

siderable money into modera-

izing and beautifying his pres

ent home. He has lived there

for 16 years. He likes his neigh.*
bors. He says he_is §!aying4

Youth

e ) ance C

Guidance
Delinquency in

lqader

mingto,

Fammuhn area will be hxgh
in August then in any oth
month of this year predic
' {Wesley Mitchell, Chairman
the Fact Finding Subcommitte

er

T
s
ee

d- |

is based on a staushcal s!ndy

of the years 1962 1963, and 1964,

contained the Committee’s

+of { yearly repolﬁ just released.

The current controversy aver
whether Rev: Robert Eddy, be-

Reereation

Field Day Bi

The Farmington Area Recte-
n
y
S

ht | C

nual Field Day this past Fridi
at.City Park, Playground si
that partic includéd eig]

|
Commission

io Success .
2

The affemmm was utilized by
the Pplaying d[ baseball games
in a'tournament that saw
Beechview piayneld defeat
il ; Edgewood play-

B

from the Farmington area a
two from Clarenceville!

A total of 247 young ba
and girls competed in contest
‘The morning was spent in col
petition” on an individual bas
Prizes were awarded to fir
second, and third place winng
in €ach of the scheduled everfts
which| were broken down into
four age groups.

PRETTY MERIDEE Lawton,
11, of Southfield High, is sur
prised to hear herself nameg
winner of the ftitle Mis
Founders’ Festival. She is th
daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Norman Lawton, of 170t

0od one.

“Melrose, Southfield.

ground 5 to 4.

The response of the mer
chants in both the Farmington
and Clarenceville areas to the
Commission’s request for dona-
tions was described as “grati-
fying.” The prizes awarded to
winners of events “did much to

help make the day a more pleas- |

ant one for the children to en;
joy,” according-to E. N. Bag-
eris, *Director of the program.

Among the prizes awarded to
the youngsters were: baseball
bats, softballs, pizza pies, ice
cream, toy cars, free howling,

. § badminton sets, boxes of éandy,

and candy bars by the dozen.

This .coming Friday, August
8, will mark the conclusion of

[ the' Commission’s program. A

trip’ to Bob-Lo Island .is plan-
ned for: this occdsion: Busses
will'Joad at the respective, play-
ground sites from -9 to 9:20
am. Tickets can be purchased
from counselars at the play-
grounds: The fee is 75 cents
for those eight to 11 years of
age and 150 for those 12 to
15. This does not cover the ex-
pense of entertainment on the
Island. Busses, Should- arrive
back at about 6:30 pm.. .

“Ibled  yout

icause of his d advocacy
bf trial mprriages, should con-
tinue as Chairman of the Com-
mittee has obscured the- fact
that the Committee has been
Koing important-work on a cru-
kial problem.. The Commiftee
has a professional case worker,
ho works directly with trou-
hs. In' addition, it
tudies ' the'. problem .of delin-
fuency on| 2 long range scale,

The most significant finding
in the cmrent statement has
to do with the number of ju.
venile offenses broken down
into individual months, The
The statistics show that over
the three year period, offenses
have been consistently - more
frequent in Avgust than in

Predlcts |

this fact, Wesley Mitchell ad-
vises parents to make a spe-
cial effort with their chil
dren during this month.

The Committee has also been
studying the question of wheth-
er some: meighborhoods - con-

istently have more adolescent
delinquency than others. Al

though some areas appear {o be
consistently higher than others,
1o positivé conclusions have yet
been made.
third 'three year study by
the Farmington group was a
comparison of. the location of
clfenses _With the location of
of offenders.

the gathering places ‘of young
people, or in the neighborhoods
where they live.

Planning a Map
The Farmington. Cify Council
is planning to devdap a port-
able msp to make the issues it
discussing more understand-

able to its audiences.

Blind To Solicit

The Farmington City Council
has z;ranxed permission to the

What the Committee is trying to
determine! here is ‘whether de-

Service Agen-
cy of Grea!er Detroit to solicit

funds’in the City, on Sept. 23,
24 and 25.

any other month, Based on

Bill 0Cor
Doug Sny

ner, Douglas Horst,

HIND THE OXA Rnast (from ledt),
er, and-Harold Dettinger, The event

linquency xs more pqulent in

Bill Everhart,

&
look place in ?.he Parmmg!a-n Center, dunnz
thie! Founders’ Festival.

Hal

Yisor Curt
ity of Faxmmgt(n in the Oak-
and County Circuit Court on
onday, At
how  cau!
udge Clarl

e

train the .

City from collecting

] Takes City

Farmmglnn Tawnsmp Super~'whal it regards as'
Hall will have the [of the special assessn

gust 9. It will be a,|block, however, the
hearing before ahead ~ with

Adxms, on a tem- (plans. It hds agree
orary restraining ‘order to re-|two asphalt contract

Iall‘s share
nent on the
parking - lot on the lnorth side
of Grand !River. oo
Despite ; this legal, stumbling
City moved
construction
to award
s,

The basic contractjon Thomas

but. which turned out to be
quite serious, It was over the
possibility raised at the prev-
fous meeting by Councilman
Allen that the DPW.be uni-
formed. |

When it came up again,
Allen brought out-the good
polnts. It wonld be a saving
for the men, They would look
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 Float in' held xm Gnnd E.Wer, in Farmmzton. on
Parade 'was anl S:tukday morni:

:l?BS DAUGmBSu):ladd this cojorful float) in  young ladxs 12 to 20 years nld who
Founders' Festival Parade, tives of members of the- Masonic Order.
July 3%])3\13&51 is am- oi-gamnmm of o

y to Couit

Street, on the parking lot north

City . Councilmen

of Grand River, and on the .

parking ot west of Farmington ;
Road, will go to the Stolai
Asphalt Paving Co. Its bid of |
$28,520 was the lowest of five.
Nagle Paving,-with a bid of $1,-
356 was' the lowest bidder on
the Clcverdale School” Magic
Square.

The City will lmmedlauzly
award the contract, to Nagle
Paving. But it will postpone .
awarding the contract to Stol-
aruk, pending the outcome.of
the show-cause hearing Mon-
day:

i

* Free *

Northland

Playhouse
* Tickets *

If your name appears in
the Want-Ad section of
the Observer Newspapers,
you win two free tickets
to an hilarious perform-
ance of “’Ladies Night in
a Turkish Bath,” current-
ly plapng at the North-
land Playhouse. Check
the Want-Ads now. You'll

be glad you did!




