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“A Strong! Pro
A little' less than two years ago,.'Jessica
Mitford attacked American burial practices as

a “huge, macabre and expensive practi¢al joke”
in-her best-seller, The American Way of Death,

The book, despite its long tenure ‘on_the
sales charts, won her no populari(y with under-
takers and gravediggers. And, today, there's no
attempt by The Observer to judge the general
validity of her views. But, set against the back-
drop of Livonia’s scandal-ridden -Brookdale
Cemetery, Miss Mitford's harsh mrda ring
true.

For the three adjectives which she employx
~— “huge, macabre and expensive” — can bs
applied to any one of a score of events at Brook-
dale brought out in recent weeks. '

This cemetery’s questionable practices reach
Into the lives of a huge number of people —
relatives and friends of the 6,000 persons buried
in unmarked, hardto-find, mislabeled! plots.

The personal tragedies are uncountuﬁle Ob.
server reporters paid .two brief v1sxt.q to the
cemetery this week. During
foupd a family which had Jnumeyed Ld Livonia
with flowers for the grave of a dead fiye-.year-
old son. Sloppy record keeping and::contra-
dictory maps stymied theu- search for thc son’s
graye for an hnur. N B

In another visit, reporters stood he‘lplessly
by while a grieved widow, accompanied by, rep-
Tesentatives of a commltlee of 300 relatives of
persons buried in Brookdale, found tba body

be Needed

( her husband buried under another mm:
tombstone. The carnival atmosphere and general :
poor taste at the exhumation bordered on the
mizcabre, .

The expense borne by Lhese and’ other vl:-
tims (mistakes are the rule, not the excéption:
here) are more than emuhonal however.: They
are deeply financial. Six thousand gravesites at:
costs ranging from $60 upward add up to,

* The statement lrom a recent New Jersey

Supreme Court decision that a cemetery,

even if privately owned, i3 'a public burial

ground ‘“whose operation for. purposes of
profit is contrary to public policy” has ap-
parently not sunk in yet with Lbe owners of |

Brookdale. B

Brookdale’s roots go back to 1937 For lhe
past seven years a well-paid receiver has been
“in charge” of the operation. Brookdale has
no fulltime caretaker.and a president who has,
no power.

' How will the complications end?

Many of us are pinning our hopes on the
Sénate mvest;gatxllngh team hinderl by S;.na(or
Ray Dzendzel which starts' hearings today in
Lansing. Some surprising revelations have been whose body was EIhVMEd at Brookdale
promised on ali sides. Qur hope is for a final, Cemetery Thursday, is comforted by her

MRS. SUE JONES, widow of the man attorney, Sol Galdberg, and Mrs. Mary
Croons, a friend

—Observer stalf photo.

improvement and the perpetual care of Brook-
dale, so that emotional suffering can no longer

binding agreement among all parties for the N
THE READER SPEAKS UP:

be callously exploited.

DAVE ELSILA

Maybe We Should March

Newspaper reporters and pubhshr,rs are
citizens—no more, mo, less—than . any titizen.
And just like any vocal group of citizens,
we holler when we feel our rights have-been :
denied, aithough we haven't started to, march
yet.

We may send up an extra squawk or two
when the abridgement involves : publie
agencles that shut the door on information
we feel should rightfnlly be in the: pablic
domain, because this hits us nght in the
bread basket.

1t is our business to report news and if we
“can’t get it, our product suffers.

In Garden City, the school board has said

+ that citizens cannot look at the district’s fin-

apcial records. Its neighbor, Nankin Mills, de-

clared last week its records were opén.and

:this has been the case thus far in The 0Ob-

| A, Pause

. The fact that we are here today is in-itself
an historic ‘event. And, it is appropriate .at_this
point to comment briefly on this event and to
state the significance of what we do berg|today.

“The things that are haslc in our community
Heritage are stated by the words on this marker
hefore us, It is quite possible that, only a:couple
df generations ago, an event of this kind: might
not have taken place. The interest was; Lhere,
But is was sleeping. : -

. Then, only the present and the {ulure were
real.” The oldest traditions of our commumty
had been its youthful character and .hopeful
future. As the community matured, it realized
that there were some things in its past: that
-must be held on to, or there would be an aun-
less drifting into uncertajnty.

As we have become aware of that realiza-
tion, our spirit has become awakened. Indeed
the spirit of Americans'in general, not just in
our community alone, has become awakened.
‘The past is no longer a “bucket of ashes!*'as the
poet once put'it, it is no lomger “bunk" as a
great industrialist once: called it many years
ago.

We are now in a renalssance of the spml of
our heritage. We, in our,community are in step
with this awakening for it is going on nu over

server’s dealings with the Livonia and Wayne
School Districts.

+As a result of the situation in Garden City,
‘ The Garden City Observer has been making
a little noise about the situation.

.I( is difficult to understand why some
. districts will permit free access to infor.
mation when others will not, .

Let us hope Garden City board members
will examine their position and the freedoms,
established for American citizens who have
historically cherished the right to know, to
come up- with a policy position in keeping
with our heritage.

‘We teach our children the importance of
hard won privileges and let us call on all pub-
lic agencies to maintain these values that we

cherish. ILL GAIL
the land. We are orgnmzmg to preserve the

artifacts of our 'story.

Old houses have . almost - become shrmlehs

Many old buildings are being saved from
wrecker's hammer. Local museums are on thy

one another to model vintage clothing and

linery. Young and middle-aged men -make des-

perate efforts to grow beards.

There is a new understanding {hat ceaseless
change is not ceaseless progress; that if old
roots are cut,” present blooms will wither.

There Is a hunger for identity and an aware..

ness that a people who do not know where
they have been and what they were cannof
know where they are or who they are.

Our first settlers were Quakers. One hundred
and thirty years ago, on 2 day like today, they time.

inctease. Old cars are precious, Ladies vie w‘u: teenagers”.
mil-

Editor:

Really! Attorney Joseph T.
Brennan! “We, the public,” a
quotation appearing not once
but several times in Att. Bren-
nan's letter to the Obshrver, im-
plies a unanimity of opinion.
Have I missed 2n election? We,
the public, don't even know,
without an election, whether you
have 'a majority of apinion
backing your claims much less
a consensus. And a lawyer too,
Tsk! Tsk! Propaganda Analysis,
a book in the Farmington Li-
brary, would be wel worthy of
your attention.

" Rabbi, is a Jewish word mean-
ing teacher and implies finish-
ing a prescribed course in a
seminary, Did it ever occur to
you Att. Brennan, that Jesus
could too have honorably borne
the name of Rabbi? What a
rebel He was! Very unpopular!

Incidentally, did I denote
an aura of nostalgia in your
reference to a “coat of tar
and feathers"?

So you conveniently simplify
Reverend Eddy’s proposal as a
“supemsed fornication for our
Are you then in
favor of unsupervised fornica-
tion for our teenagers, having
just read the latest statistics
showing that 50 percent of the
18 year old girls now getting
martied are pregnant? 30 per-
cent of teen age marriages result
in divorce? All this at 2 time
when church attendance has
never been hlgher" ‘What gives?

Rev. Eddy is ahead of his
I admit, his' proposals

held their Teligious meetings in their meeting Would require a higher moral-
house next to their cemetery, one-half mile to ity than an apathetic public

the west of here.

swould be able to- givé at this

it was their custom to have a moment of fime, a public that is willing
silence for each person to seek communion with to buy its security, nebulous
his,Maker, It is appropriate that at this time we Security, at the cost of untold
too, observe a moment of silence as those fine Suffering and bloodshed in a

penple did four generations ago.

country thousands -of miles

PAUL SCHREIBER away? Comparable to a man

Farmington Historian (at dedication of Farm-

ington Historical Marker)

Accolade For Judge Piggins

gunning down a rabbit with a
machine gun. Real SPORTING!
It turns my stomach. So, I
don't agree with the majority,
does that make me bad?

Or am I jost a little too
good for you and therefore
dangerois?

Several weeks ago,. along
with several other people from
this arca, I was the guest of
the United States Army Re-
serve—witnessing reserve train-
ing at Camp McCoy, Wis.
Among our fellow travelers was
Wayne County Circuit. Court
Edward S. Piggins, who.is cur-
rently the Ope-Man . Grand
Jury investigating the County’s
ticket fixing scandal.

.As such, it seemed’ worth-
while to get down some impres-
sions the judge made on .this
writer—impressions which 1 be-

1y and down-to-earthl, with none
of the pomposities one thinks of
as common to Judges. Second,
be-is -a serious man, who re-
tires éarly even when out-of:
town. He did not partake of the
pleasures of the Camp McCoy
Officers? Club with :the energy
and gusto of many of us.
Another memorable thing
about Judge Piggins is his
memory. At a party given for
our rather large group by the
comminding officer who was
our )ms!,‘ Piggins got up with-
out notés and introdiced every-

flawless, and was especially re- WANDA PUSEY
markable because of the brief- °
mess of our association. s o
Finally there is the impact of HoOW t0 Get Action?
the Judge's presence at the Editor:
Camp. We were guests of a In reply to a letter by R. F.
military police unit from Dear- Jares, in last week's OBSERV-
born, It has a number of De- ER, I would like to say, “Relax,
troit Police Officers in it. Many Mr. Jares, and start praying for
of these officers expressed a double-dose of last’winter's
great praise for him. It is obvi- soows. Exactly nothing,is going
ous that from a Police stand- to be dome about the.Shelden
point be was one of the better Center jungle-junkyard.”
Commissioners they have' The latter part of June, after
served under. Clearly implicit a constant flow of complaints,
in their praise was the feeling’ -resulting in either promises or

lieve are shared by most of
those who were in our’ group.
He is, to begin with, friend-

Sign Here

+ It bas been announced that p]aues wxll be
sent.over North Vietnam in the future ‘to drop
toys to the children there. Is it possible that in
the lives of those childrén, the toys will replace
their parents and relatives who have been killed
and who will be killed by bombs from thase same
planes? Would toys be satisfactory substitutes
to the American childrén whose fathers have
died and will die in Vietnam?

In this senseless war of politics thuusands
of innocent people have died. Thousands,”

- very possiblé millions, of others wilt dle Eefnre
it Is ended.

‘The newspaper and magazine edllors o the
United States can stop this war. The meth
not difficult. All that is required is that you ad~

vocate, from now until the end of the year, the
need and desirability of peace, to the same ex-
tent that war has been advocated for 50. many
months in the past.

This letter and the enclosed petition {s being !
sent to more than 600. editors and publishers
throughout the United ‘States. The petition is
self explanatory. I request that you pledse give
sznous consideration to publishing it. ©

. Results of the petition will be compiled by
volunteers from various churches and will be

one of: g, by name, profession
and the’ precise place we prac-
ticed it. Hxs)erformance was

today.

For Peace

made available to all interested persnns Tl\e

petitions will then be forwarded to the U.'S
Congress. i
ROBERT R. BRADLEY

To, The United States Congress:

that they are not so fortunate: "hau tossing,”

ALLEN ROSENFELD! 1orm5 in the mail.

my peighbor
finally received pétitioning
“The only
. sure \va)," she was told, "lo get
 results.
Even though our family was
: packed and eager to take off for
a two-week’s vacation, 1delayed
departure long enough’ to help
her go door-to-door from Farm-
i ington to Loveland, getting sig-
natures at homes bordering
these weed patches.
To say that citizens were

1, (we) petition that the United Nations Gen-; eager to sign is putting it

eral Assembly be given immediate and com-

mildly! Some sign-

three mowers, in about 20 min-
utes, had cleared the entire
blacks of weeds and litter.

By carefully training myself
to look peither to the right nor
left, where all other lots are
v-ecdfllled I can say (and mean
it) with Jackie Gleason, “How
sweet it is!”
> MRS. H. E. MANION

Livoni a

Want Skirts, Dresses
Editor: .

The Sixth annual Redford
Township Goodfeliows Dress
and Shirt Drive is now open
for cash contributions, or new
dresses, shirts or girls blouses,
in a washable material, size 5
through 16, also girls skirts or
jumpers.

The deadline for acceptance
of these items is December 1.
I you are handy with  the
needle and would like to make
 dress, shirt, or skirt, you are
urged to start sewing now,
Cash donations may be mailed
to the chairman, and a dress or
shirt, will be purchased in your
hame and distributed at the an-

nual Christmas party.

Last year over 200 needy
boys and girls received a new
dress, blouse or shirt through
generous help. Your contribu-
tions in the past years have
been greatly appreciated, and

.it is hoped you will again come

to the assistance of the needy
families of Redford Township.

Remember we of Redford
Township receive no help from
any other Goodfellow organiza-
tion, or from the Detroit dress
d\nve

ANNA ADRAGNA
Chalrman

‘No Publicity Bid’
Editor:
The following is a copy of a
letter sent to the Detroit News
in reply to its editorial of Au-

gust
JOHN BENNETT
State Representative
Rerllord annship

“Your edl(onal of August 20,
1965 “Publicity Bid" states that
I am proposing a new law to
establish a state wide speed
limit of 25 miles an hour on
residential streets and the arti-
cle_goes on to label my efforts
as a publicity stunt, The fact
is that I have asked the Legis-
lative Service Bureau to drait
a new law to crack down on
residential speeders. The new
law, or amended law, would es-
tablish a state wide speed limit

of 25 miles an hour on residen-
tial streets and persons con-

vieted of exceeding that speed Edi

limit by more than 10 miles per
our  on . residential streets
would lose their drivers license
for a period of six months.
“The primary purpose of my
new proposed law is not to es-
tablish a 25.mile an hour speed
limit as reported in the News,
but rather to enact legislation
that cracks down on residential

speedets.
“Prior to my election to State
Representative, I served as

Treasurer of Redford Township
for ten years and during this
period my office received hun-

plete responsibility and authority for the peace. €rs suggested cramming each
(ul and bumae resolution of the Vietnam situa- ‘0““ (intended for one signa-

SIGNATURE

re) with additionals. . .
My neighbor who Toves Beau-
1y, also loves action. She per-

sisted. Finally, about mid‘Aug-

ust, we could hardly believe our

. - s €¥€S! The mowers were work-

ADDRESS CITY STATE ing! BUT—as soon as they had

" NAME (Print)

SIGNATURE * actually only uncovered broken
. bfdgr bottles, rags, papers) they
: CITY it
* ADDRESS . | STATE ! : qNuw, however, things have
Mall To: . X - changed. I can get a pleasantly
PEACE : clean sweeping view from my
. . c/oR. Bradley north window. clear to Shélden
N 6850 Morella Center! In preparation for
” North Hollywood, Little League football. training,

California |

mowed one - round, . bordering
. property and streets (which

dreds of regarding
speeders on residential streels

|
Rev. Lddy’s Critic Chided

something is bétter than taking
a defeatist attitude.

“If the editorial writers of
the Detroit News have hny ideas
of how we can cope |with this
problem, T certainly would ap-
preciate them. Also, Iam sure
that my constituents would be
grateful for your help in solv-
ing a chronic problenj. I want
to reassure the people of Red-
ford Township that my efforts
to crack down on résidential
speeders are mot |publicity
stunts, but rather a desire to
explore the possibility [of enact.
ing legislation to deter; these ir-
responsible drivers.”

State Represen
34th Diski:t

tative

Glue Factorv Nem"

Re)mce the fact that our illus-
trious  Industrial Coordinator,
Daniel R. Andrew, ha brnught
industry into the City of Livonia
—a Hy-Grade meat Pprocessing,
and, very possibly, a rendering
plant, to be located on Plymouth
Road between Newburgh and
Eckles Roads, Section 30,

Andrew flew in from New
York, interrupting his yacation,
solely to plead the case for the
Chesapeake Realty Development
Company against the Livonian
residents. The answer] to ome
question, please, “Who [paid his
transpartation costs?"

The Appeal Case No.|6508-107
befare the Zoning Board of Ap-
peals was ‘deficient front yard'.
The mew Zoning Ordinance re-
quires a 200-foot setback in a
M-2 area. Hy Grade wanted a
100-foot setback (50% of which
is to be used as a parking area).
The unanimous board !decision
was in favor of Hy Grade. Of
course, none of these esteemed
persons live in this area as was
stated by one of the hoard mem.-
bers.

We have a suggestion for Mr.
Andrew. There is a 10 to 15 acre
plot south of Plymouth Road,
across from Hy Grade, where
another industry could be lo-
cated. Perhaps Mr. |Andrew
could find a glue factory appli-
cant or a catfood processing
plant for this area.

Why can't our Industrial Co-
ordinator copy his counterpart
in Plymouth Township|and in-
duce industry similar to that of
the Plymouth Industrial Sub-
division. They say Livonia is a
“raw™ City and this latest deal
is one of the “‘rawest.”

CHANEY-BAKE
SUBDW]SIDN

WELL

For P-F Integrat:

itor:
HURRAY for Joel Lal
posal .of combining thy
Force with the Fire
ment!

1t is gratifying to kn
is one official in Livoni:
looking for the best ints

on

0’S pro-
Police
Depart-

w there
who is
rests of

the residents. Too bad our coun-
cilmen cannot see the
this move, and give it
port it deserves.

I this were Russia I would

alue of
the sup-

By MYRA CHANDLER . B

Distaff pnhuua.us are making the scene this week in -
what has been the liveliest contest ever staged by the :
ladies of any party, any time, since the power strugg]e :
between Young Queen Bess and Ann Bol eyn.

Unlike that 14th Century donneybrook there was -
no bloodshed visible this week at the Jack Tar in Lansing .
when Beatrice Zilly, leadmg the ulfra-conservatives, ;
fought Ruth Hobbs, carrying the banner of the Romney-

“moderates of the Republican Party, for the presidency oi .

the Michigan Federation of Republican Women.

That doesn’t mean, however, there wasn’t plenty
of action. Both camps displayed real energy in trying
to out-maneuver each other in legalparliamentary
procedure Iead.lng up to the final polling of the dele-
gation.

Midnight caucuses, corridor meetings, countless.
phone calls and trial polling kept the lady-politicos wide ;
awake until the small hours of the morning Monday and *
Tuesday. .

Press deadline came before the final polling. How-+
ever this observer would say candidate Ruth Hobbs, the | '
moderates’ choice, will be the new president.

With-the Romneys and State Republican Chau'man
Elly Petersen in her corner Mrs. Hobbs was well insu: ¢
lated against the attacks of the. opposition, supported on »
the scene by, Chairman of the Fighting 14th Dlstuct'
Richard Durant, the local Barry Goldwater.

Despite their political differences the two women ©
seem to have much in common. They are hoth feminine -
in appearance, soff-spoken and have outstanding .
records for civic and political achievement. Both stated ©
that regardless of the outcome they will continue to :
work for political unify in the Republican Party,

The fighters in the field, however, have not been so
gentle. Some of the larger outstate districts have each -
threatened to leave the party en masse if their candldate B
is not elected.

Mrs. Ruth Hobbs resides in Ann Arbor with her
husband, Wendell, who is the second
Congressmnal District Chairman. She
has two sons, Robert, a C.P.A. and Di-
rector of Finaricial P]annmg and Expan-
sion of Ottawa Silica Company, and
William, registered architect in Ann
Arbor. &
She is a past president of the =
‘Women'’s Republican Club of Ann Arbor, p e
a former board member of the State M -
Republican Women’s Federation and MIs--Hobbs
State Central Committee, the first and only woman ever
elected president of the Ann Arhor Board of Realtors.

Ruth Hobbs was chosen by the Ann Arbor Chamber -
of Commerce as the Woman of the Year in 1964. .

When interviewed she said, “My main aim, if I am .
elected, is to be sure the Federation lives up. to its
orlgmal purpose and remains an ARM of the Republl~
can Party, NOT a separate organization.”

“In the past, the newsletter of the Federaﬁnn ha:
gone only to the elected officials. T will seek to send &
newsletter to ALL members of the Federation.” -

The bringing of new members into the parfy along
with an educational program designed to show women,

rererase ey

"how to be effective party workers will also be goals.

Opposing candidate Beatrice Zilly is married to
executive George Samuel Zilly and re- .
sides with her husband and daughter
Barbara, on Merriweather Rd. in Grosse
Pointe. A son, Thomas S., an attorney,
lives in Seattle, Washmgton. Her daugh- <
ter is a student at U. of M. !

Mrs. Zilly is former presxdent of the
Women’s Republican’ Club of Grosse
Pointe; Detroit Branch of the American
Association of University Women and “““ il h
Beautification Council of southeastern "rs- 2y
Michigan. She has received the Key to the City of Detroit:
and “Beatrice Zilly” Day declared for Detroit in 1958 for,
work done in orgamzmg the Mayor’s Committee, “Keek
Detroit Beautiful, Inc.”

Beatrice Zilly stated, “I have no statement to ‘
make concerning major issues. The only vietory I am-
interested in is the Republican victory over the Demg-"
crats.” She added, “The only issues I am interested in.
are Republican issues.”

If she is elected party unity will be her program.,
It is doubtful that the event will remain polite to
the end, but at least the ladies do not suffer from that:
dread disease known as apathy — and it occurs:to me,.
because of the renewed interest, increased number of:
women in the act, assuming party responsibility, perhap:

this very minute leaders in the Democratic Party are'
scratching their heads looking for a cause to raise the:
blood pressure of their ladies too — something to liven

up their scene..

Nice Kids

Editor:

1 would like to pay a public
compliment to the nicest ‘group
of young adults in the world.

s a mother of one and an-as-
sociate of many, this compli-
ment goes to the semior class
of Garden City West Senior
High School.

A class float meeting was
held at our house last Thurs-

day night. All that attended, 50 U.S.

or more, conducted themselves
like true ladies and gentlemen.
If this is an example of the
future citizens of our country,
I for one will rest® better at
night, knowing that this country
is in good hands.-
MRS. LOIS WORTHY,
Garden City.

‘Worthwhile Letter
Editor: °

.
It was good to sce an editor
print a long letter that xeally
had something to say. I am!
writing about the letter about|
patriotism written by !Dorothy
B. Sullivan. That letter should,
become a classic and be re-
printed for distribution to
papers and schools all over the

‘Parents in the Coolidge sdmul
area should be thankful such
person is_in charge of theu-.
l.‘hxld.\‘El’l T only hope there are;
more like her working t&
strengthen our beloved country.
Too many are working fo tear ¢

us apart.
A READER "

worry, but
and election time is

it is not,
ot far

and as State
am still receiving the same kmd
of complaints. After dark many
drivers are using our residen-
tial streets as drag strips at
speeds of more than 50 miles
per hour with complete disre-
gard for the peaceful living and
safety of the people on those
streets.

“It is apparent that speeding
on residential streets is a grow-
ing public méhace that local
police cannot cope with under
existing laws and additional
legislation is needed.

“I am not sure that my pro-
posal is the best solution to
the problem, but trying to do

‘WALLACE HUBBARD
FARMERS INS.
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