With the openirig of the school doors
in our community for the start of an-
other regular school year it's a very
good time for all of us to take a long,
objective look at just what kind of an
educational system we are’ developing
locally. :

A little more than ten years, ago,
Farmington was behind the “eight ball
with a shortage of school classrooms
and nothing to look forward to but
more and more classrooms being needed
and more and more expenditures of
money being necessary to keep improv-
ing school facilities and equipment.

School officials didn’t throw up their
hands and say we can’t do it because an
ever diminishing tax base due to the
lack of a balance of industrial and com-
mercial development” with residential
growth, They chose instead to put their
shoulders to the wheel and plan for
meeting the ever increasing needs.
‘Then they went out and told all of us
as taxpayers in very realistic terms what
these needs, were and we responded
with the tax dollars to meet them.

Now we have more than an average
public school system. Our schools are no
longer just being used the nine months
of the regular school year,

! Farmington has developed a good sum-
mer school program and the‘adult edu-
cation proﬁram is continuing to be ex-
panded. Through our school system, a
co-op training program with local indus-
try and commerce has been developed
and special training programs are being
offered for children. who are slower
than normal at various age group levels?
* The special education training pro-
gram that has been developed in Farm-
ington in cooperation !wllh the county
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There is a slzying that goes: "Gdod
tences make good -neighbors!”

This may well be, sometimes; but in
the case of the requirement currently
under consideration by the City .Plan-
ning Commissian that' would make it
necessary to fence-all substantial sized
backyard outdoor swimming pools, we
don’t think it would.

Far too often, }t seems, the cure-all

way suggested to solve all neighborhood
problems and alleged hazards has been
to put a fence around them. Same haz-
ards can be dealt with successfully in
no other way and the permanent, large
swimming 'pool below ground level and
almost always filled with water is very
likely to be one] . .
When it conies to fasking a home.
owner to fence in a three or four foot
high portable swimming pool, however,
with another fdur of [more foot high
fence, then the ilogic just doesn’'t seem
to be there. Any kid with even a little
bit of ingenuity would likely find a way
to get over the fence as easily as the
edge of the portable swimming pool.
The manufacturers of large portable

In Our Opinion . .
Much Offered in the Way of Education

N

Fencing Everything Isn’ the Answer

board of education is one of the finest.
Use of our school libtary facilities dur-
ing the summer months seems to be
catching on and hoge(ully more and
more areas will get their libraries open

during the summer months in the .

future.

Our parochial school system is being
broadened also. Our Lady of Sorrows
and St. Paul's Lutheran have been pro-
viding good educational programs for
years. St.iFabian’s Catholic Church will
be opening school facilities soon and
very likely St. Alexander's too, in th
not too distant futjire. .

Now ng Farmington area is begin-
ning to broaden out at the higher edu-
cation level as well. Mercy College will
soon be opening its deors at its modern
new facilitits off Middlebelt Road be-
tween 11 ‘and 12 Mile roads. Construc-
tion will dlso be started soon on build-
ings at the Orchard Ridge .College site
as a branch of the Oakland' Community
College District. Two years of regular
college training as well as special techni-
cal and vocationaF training programs
will be offered at this new local college
campus. .

i Farmington citizens and taxpayers
can and should be justly proud of the
fine educdtional facilities and systems
being developed iri our community. It’s
costing us| a fairly substantial sum of
money each year,-but we can't think of
a much bejter way in which this'money
might be spent. :

!There ate many-reasons why Farm-
ington is developing into a better and
better community in which to live and
ranking high among these reasons is the
;line educational system being developed

ere.

pools have |provided 'the essential physi-
cal requir¢ments to safeguard against
toddlers accidentally falling in.

A measure of responsibility still rests
with the owner of such a portable pool
to take tHe necessary precautions to
make sure|ladders are removed when
the pool is not in use and put the cover
over the popl when it is unattended even
for short periods. During extended peri-
ods of absence he,has an obligation to
drain the whter oul of the pool. ~

/A propefty owner must have con-
cern for the safety of nelghborhood
children on 'his pragerly equally as
much as for his own children.

ut, to ask him to fence an above-
the--ground, portable pool, which al-
ready has a wall around it to hold in the
water, seems unreasonable.

Even thdugh the expense for the
fencing might be relatively small, we
are sure that a square fence around a

“round tank 'of water wouldn't add aes-
thetically to one's yard.

This increasetd safety precaution, if
any would be provided, doesn't really
seem necessary to us.

e unprecedented
ills considered by
ichigan Legislature
to' date “were many dealing
with elections, political party
organizations, and the right of
civil service employees to en-
gage in political activities,

{Fortunately, a goodly num-
bér of Democrat proposals to
inject partisan politics Into the
area of elections by wresting
control from respected govern-
ment officials and placing, it
in the hands of political par-
ties, by a return to the
“spoils” system for state em-
ployees, and by major chang.
es in political party organiza.
tions — either failed to secure
sufficient votes for passage or
were vetoed upon reaching the
Governor’s desk. On the other
hand, there were many issues
which received bipartisan sup-
port and which represent sig-
nificant achievements in the
area of elections. Among the
laws which did pass were bills
a

ta: .
ALLOW Michigan voters who
move from the state and fail
to qualify in time to vote in
presiddntial elections in their
new states, a vote by Michigan
absentee ballot; also, allow
voters who move into Michigan
just, prior to a national election

"~ REPORT from'LANSING
State Representative

Raymond L. Baker

judges wherein candidates
shall now file ‘with the eity
clerk rather than the secrs
tary of state. If nominating
petitions are used, signatures
of not Jess than one-half of one
percent nor more than 2 per-
cent of the number- of regis-
tered voters are required,

VALIDATE dual member-
ship on intermediate and Jocal
boards of education. Measure
covers those who continue to
hold office either by election,
re-election, or appointment —
until such office becomes va-
cant under the law,

CORRECT confusion over
lengths of current terms of
county auditors. Terms are ex-
tended through December 31 of
even years, with auditors then
to be elected in the same man.
ner as other partisan county
officers,

'SPEED UP vote tabulations
on election day by providing
for separate counting of ab-
sentee. voter ballots — starting
before the polls close.

REQUIRE paper ballots to
be placed in sealed bags be.
fore storage in ballot boxes
after counting: '

EDUCE minimum number
of signatures on nominating
petitions for school board can-
didates in registration school
districts from 50 to 20,

SPECIFY election dates for

iti circuit

to cast their bal.
lots here,

‘PROVIDE standard petition
farm to clarify and simplify
sdme of the petition require-
ments .and to remove provision
that petition circulators must
have their signatures notar-
ized.

PERMIT absentee voter bal.
lots for persons o ver age 70
and allow emergency ballots
to be issued to persons unable
to get absentee voter ballots
beéfore deadline because of an
emergency.

REQUIRE political candi-
ddtes filing fees.in Lieu of nom-
indting. petitions to file at least
72 hours before the petition fil-
in “deadlige, .

AMEND the drain code to
specify' a four-year term for
drain_commissioner.

SET APRIL 10 of this year
as| the starting date for terms
of| township officers elected
lagt November, ‘except justices
of| the peace who take office
July 4. .

PROVIDE for printing names
ofi candidates for township of-
fices on the state electlon bal-

PROVIDE that in all town-
ships, candidates for township
offices shall be nominated at
prlmary elections rather than
by caucus, as now is done in
about half of the townships.

REQUIRE serial numbers of
metal seals used in sealing
voling i ballet boxes,

Looking Back in the Files

5 YEARS AGO

SEPTEMBER 1, 1960
«  Gridiron Drills
Farmington High School be.
zan |two.a-day workouts + this
wevk, in preparation for the
opening of the fall' gridiron
campaign under the; Jights at
Bentjey. Falcon coach Jack
¥ says his squdd is theé
rednest” he's ever|had wilh
George Becker and Larry
Hawkins the only ireturning
¢ lettedmen tested in the back:
field. |

Suit Started
A joint. suit has now been
started by Farmington and
West: Bloomfield townships to
force, Detroit lo staet accept-
ing sewage from the Farming-
ton Interceptor Sewer.

! Enroll 13,000 N
The Farmington area's four
schoal systems will have a to-
tal enroliment this fall of near-
1y 13,000 students.
! Street Closing _
The Farmington City Council
apprdved the closing off of
Satvallor Street at the Farm.
ington Township line to pre-
vent 'through traffi¢ in Farm-
inglur Mcadows Subdivision. |

10 YEARS AGO |

SEPTEMBER 1, 1955
New Gymnasium
Farmington High School will
have a new gymnasium-audi-
terium ready for use soon af-

ter the opening of fall classes, .

it was announced this week by
Superintendent of the "Farm-
ington Public Schools, O. E.
Dungkel. ‘

Schools to Open

A total of 4,236 students are
expected tg trek back to class-
es in the Farmington School
District next week. A total of
850 youngsters have been reg-
istered in the elementary
grades at Our.Lady of Sorrows
and 115 at St. Paul's Lutheran.
A total of 2,000 students are
expected 1o report in'the Clar-
enceville School District.

Holiday, Patrals

Farmington City apd Town-
ship police departments pre-
pared this week for a record
flow of holiday traffic expect-
ed in the area over the long
Labor Day weekend. City Po-
lice Chief Joseph G. DeVriendt
and Township Chief Irving H.
Yakes both plan to have extra,
officers on duty to kandle the
rush,

15 YEARS AGD

AUGUST 31, 1950

Petitions signed by some 300
vesidenls in the Nine Mile
Road - Middlebelt Road area
were turned over to the Oak-
land County Road Commission
this week urging the county to
erect a stop-light at the inter-
section of Nide Mile and Mid-
dlebelt.

Heads Exchange Club

The President of the Farm-
ington Exchange Club, William
Garnham, Wwill officially take
over his new duties on Secp-
tember 6 when the business-
men's group resumes its regu-
lar luncheon meetings follow-
ing summer vacation recess.
Garnham . was elected last
June, Sylvester Pheney Is the
retiring President.

| 55 Grid Mopefuls

Farmington’s 1930 edition of
the Falcon eleven started
drills this week with 55 candi-
tdates reporting out to grid
! mentor Bill Nuse. A solid crop
iof returning veterans prom-
jises to give FHS a good foot-
Iball season.
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angd ballot bags to be record-
cd on the official certificates
in|all poll books.

ALLOW third class school
digtricts 1o reschedule their
biennial eclection on the-same
date as city or village elec.
tians in 1966 and thereafter.

EXTEND terms of present
third class school board mem-
bers which cxpire in 1965, 1967
and 1969 until their successors
are elected in 1968, 1968 and
1970 respectively.

AUTHORIZE use of new
sutomatic voting devices by
cities and townships in local
elections, for experimental
purposes, before the legisla-
ture prepares detailed legisla.
tion covering new-type yoting
machines.

PROYIDE election details
and specify terms of office for
Detroit common pleas court

-ders - School grounds.

approved this year,

OUTLINE election proce-
dures for two or more adjoin-
ing school districts to form a
community college district
jointly. .

PROVIDE. that county drain
commissioners, shall be elect.
ed for $-year terms, starting
with the 1968sgeneral election.

Bills vetoad by the Governor
included a repeal of the two-
year voler registration bill
passed two years ago and re-
placing :it with a four-year
registration 1hw; a measure
requiring city and township
clerks+to appoint special regis-
tration assistants from lists
provided by the political par-
ties: a*hill to permit Sunday
and holiday * voter registra.
tions; and a bill requiring
election inspectors be appoint-
ed from lists provided by the

. political parties,

Among the strongly-support-
ed Democrat proposals which
were not passed were bills to
permit civil service employees
to engage in -political activ.
ities, thus returning to- the
old “‘spoils” system in terms
of appointments on the basis
of political Qualification. only
and a turnover of personnel
with each administration; and
a bill to place members of the
legislature on state central
committees of Michigan politi-

cal parties, calling for 12
members to be chosen as
-members of committees — 8

from the House and 4 from the
Senate.

Action Taken On

2 Magic Squares

‘The Farmington Board of

Education, at a regular meet. -

ing on August 23, okayed the
installation by the City of
Farmington of a “magic
square” recreational
the Cloverdale School.
In separate action the board
aranted permission to the Cily
to install up to three picnic
tables, trash containers, arnd
barbque fixtures at
“magic square” on the Flan.
It was
stipulated that the City be re-

sponsible for colléction of trash

at the site.
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Every mile you travel will be more pleasant if you follow these Suggestions.

® Stop at least once every three hours for a rest.

o Take 1t easy on crowded or unfamiliar roads.
* Always stay alert to changing driving conditions.
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Sale To Be

yere awarded to 96 women

scholars from " the “United
States and 31 other countries.

THE FARMINGTON E:NTERPRISE I sa

Barkdull To
Give Course

Farminglon resident C. W.
Barkdull of 28627 Millbrook
d. will present a seminar in
Management and Operations
Audit in the University of De.
troit Center for Continuing
Educafion program beginni

| The awards, to
i y $300,000, will fi.

versity Women) h.
that the Natjonal
troit has again this year of-
fered its old bank| building on
the corner of Qfand River
and Farmington Road to the
AAUW for its Used Book Sale
to be held September 23, 24
and 25,

s announced
Bank of De-

For the 13th yca’r.,lhe sale
will offer *“‘good hunting” for
and collegtors.

read
014 editions with their char-
actefistic binding:

will be
mingled with current fiction,

hance research and advanced
study, both here and abroad,
uring 196566 in the human.
ies and in the natural and
hysical *‘Sciences,  including
medicine,

Collection of books for the
ale is under way. Mrs.
imanck says that contribu-
ions may be.made by calling
her at 474.7532 for pickup, or
ooks may be deposited in

ox at the library. .

September 10.

The Management Consultant
with the Ernst and Ernst Na.
tional C.P.A. firm, Mr. Bark-
dull plans to deal with all
areas of management and
methods of measuring "and
evaluating results of manage-
ment technigues. .

The course, to be held Fri-
day evenings from 7 to 9, is
open to-all iaterested adulls.
No specific. Jevel of formal
cducation is required for ad-
mission.; |

paper backs, technical books,

All will be priced [to get them
back in circulation.

A WHITE ELEPHANT Cor-
ner will be featured with dish-
es, phonograph rdcords, craft
items and other good used ma-.
terials.

Proceeds from 1
will again benefit|
ington Library and
tional Foundation
ican Association of
‘Women. This year|

Alexander Verdon

! erd
At White Sands

Army ‘Specialist | Four Alex.
ander V. Verdon, Jr, whose
parents live at 21248 Hamilton,
Farmington, has been assigned
to the U. S. Army| Garrison at
White Sands Missile Range, N.
M., August 9.

The 20-year-old koldier is a
1963 graduate of Tlarenceville
High School.
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AL GAS
So Much,
So Little
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