Keeping Top Board Members A Prol?lem

As the Fagmington public school sys-
tem continues to grow and grow the re-
- sponsibilities and time required of each
of the members of our board of educa-
tion has continued to mount and mount.
For the past decade and longer we
have been on a very rapid school ex-
ﬁansion and development program to
eep pace with the community’s fast
growth. All indications and projections
are that this kind of rapid growth is go-
ing to continue for the next ten to 15
years until near total community de-
velopment is realized.

e have been very fortunate during
the past decade in having had exception-
ally dedicated and qualified men and
women who have been willing to devote
countless hours of their time and ener-
gies to see educational needs keep pace
with this community growth.

As the responsibilities and obliga-
tions of the school board continue to
mount with the continued growth of
the school district, one paramount ques-
tion is raised. Will we be able to con-
tinue to attract top caliber men and
women to serve on our local board of
education? i

During the latter part of 1965, Mrs.:
Sylvia Schwartz found it nécessary to re-
sign from the board because time and.
energies required proved too demanding
for her. Last week, senior board member
Vernon Fisher also found it necessary
to resign because of a press of personal
business obligations that did not permit
him to devote the necessary time for
ever increasing board of education
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In Our Opinion ..

duties. |

What the real answer might be we
can't be fully certain. Most of the elec-
tive local government |board positions
have never been very good paying.
Those who have choser to run for the
school board, township board of trus.
tees of city council have not done so
because of the monetary return they
have expected. :

As serving on these governing boards
becomes more and mor demanding, as
is certainly the case for the school dis.
trict and township at least. there appears
to be a growing\probleni of keeping top
quality people interested in running and
serving in these positions.

A greater amount of remuneration
to board members may not be the an-
swer but we feel it is a consideration
that has got to be weighed very serious.
ly. Perhaps some special part-time as-
sistants for the board members would
prove beneficial. in helping to reduce
the personal time that many board mem-
bers would have to s?endﬁ .

What the answer is, we don't really
know. All we do know,i!llhal it appears
to be an ever increasing problem that
some satisfactory answefs are ﬁolng to
have to be obtained op in the near
future,

The citizens of Farmington can just
not expect- top quality cummunig' lead-
ers to keep taking on more and more
responsibilities and duties as_members

To the Editor .
Farmington Enterprise *
Farmington, Michigan

In proposing to Incorporate
the entlre Township of Farm-
inglon as a home-rule city MT. they are Infallible or at least
Hall and our other. Township very superior, that they “speak
officials clalm that they have for the people”, and that they
o interest in increasing their are doing a better job than cor-
own powers and that their only responding boards of adjoining
motive is to prevent annexa- governmental units are doing.
tlons of portions of whe Town- [ submit that there is absolutely
ship by the City of Farmington po reason to believe that the
or other F Township Planning
ities or the formation of new Commission and the Farming.
cities or villages the ton Township Board (either as
Townshlp. 'The fact remains presently constituted or in what.
that regardless of how Dirrow- ever corresponding form they
ly the proposed city charter iS might be constituted after the
drawn, under state law a city jncorporation of the Township
bas more obligations that a u¢'y city) would do one bit bet-
township and the governing ter a job of planning the zon-
body (council) of the proposed [ng and development of sny
city will have considerably guhstantial portion of the Town-
broader governmental powers ghip than the people in that por-
than the Township Board of a0y *tion of the Township would do
township. At this polnt we have jf they established a village, or
Do idea of what the proposed than the City Council and Plan.
¢city charter will contain, the .ping & Zoning Boards of the
‘Township officials have been si- City. of Farmington (or any
lent as to what they have in other neighboring city) would
mind by way of powers and lim- do if the people in that portion
itations to be contained in the of the Township decided that
charter, and the incorporation they would prefer to be a part
procedure under state law will of and to be governed by such
require us to vole on incorpor- peighboring city. Indeed it was
ation in the first instance be- quite clearly the failure of these
fore any proposed charter is boards in our ‘Township to real-
drafted. ly respond to or reflect the de-

But let us take the Township sires of the people involved that
officials at their word and as- caused concerned citizens to
sume that they neither want form Quakertown Village and
nor propose to exerclse any ad- Woodcreek Village, ~- forsthe
ditional pnwlm. and that the express purpose of controlling,

o

part, succumbed to the tempta-
tion to which most government
officlals eventually succumd to
a greater or lesser degree, —
the temptation to believe that

of our lgcal governing boards ¢
ly unless some kind of idditional help
or monetary return is prpvided. |

Who Would .Benefit from Tax Kickbacks? |

A new proposal is now being pushed
by Ann Arbor and Dearborn and a few
other communities with pretty comforta-
ble tax bases which would have the Fed-
eral government return a percentage of
the income taxes collecteo}J to the local
communities. .

The proponents of this latest drive-
for new Federal legislation contend that
this would provide funds with which the
local communities could undertake their
own urban renewal, slum clearance,
community redevelopment and other
similar programs with rather than hav-
ing to go through a maze of red tape to
get Federal grants with which to under-
take these projects.

. .On the surface it may sound good to
many but there are some hitches and
questions in our mind on the proposal.

First, it would seem to us that it
must be clearly established which com-
munity the portion of Federal income
tax retained locally or returned would
go to. It would be a whole lot more
palatable atglan to us if the money
would go to the community in which the
taxpayer lives and is raising his family.
But, if we understand the proposal right,
it would be exgec!ed to go to the com-
munity from which the money on which
the taxes are levied is earned.

This would mean that communities
like Dearborn, Ann Arbor, Detroit, etc.
in which there Is a lot of industry and
commerce would come out “smelling like
a rose” while primarily residential com-

. ghlch their plants . and |headt}uaf
e,

* ever it i3 the tommunities like I-‘m,
er,

. |
munities like Farmington’ would realize
little. !

It is communities lik# Fnrmlngt:m,
Northville and Plymouth|with a lot' of
residential growth and little indus
that need the tax kickbacks if there pre
any to be made. With gbod tax bases
such as Dearborn and Ann Arbor have
we can see no need at all for any jtax
kickbacks to them. They shoutld be gble
to take care of all their comjm#inity needs
nice&I{ with local taxes, in our opinfon,
ost of the big tax moneé' being
paid by Ford, General Mofors, hryiler
and the other industrial giants in this

and for better or worse, their own
the formation of new villages,, soning, planning and develop-
etc. Is thelr only se. 154 ment.

this & legitimate purpose? Un-  The customary (and often
der present law a city (at least yalid) argument against frag-
i it has a of under by
15,000) may annex a part of 3 forming new ones within them
township by a’'favorable vote of which are too small to furnish
the residents of the city and a efficient municipal services is
favorable vote of the residents certainly not applicable here,
(or under certain special cir- We already have two substan.
cumstances, the property own- tial municipal governments in-
ers) of the portion of the town- volved here, Farmington City
ship proposed ‘to be annexed. and Farmington Township, and
1, however, the entire township future amnexations by the City
is Incorporated as a city, the would merely shift the bound-
City of Farmington (or any oth- ary line between them without
er city) could not thereafter an- creating any new municipal en-
Dex any portion of what Is now . tity. The same would be true of
Farmington Township without & any such partial annexation by
{avorable ‘vote of the entite Novi, Southfield or any other
present township, Our Township city. The il

. E] Public Letlerbox |

crudest tricks in a salesman's
bag and is always in Chapter
Une in any sales manual. You
Ppre-suppose the customer is go-
INE to buy the package (what.
ever it may be) and offer him
magnanimously a choice in col.
or, "Would Madam care for the
pink of the white? Madam
could choose either, they both
80 with the decor”. Madam
chooses pink and walks off hap-
pity thinking she had a choice
in buying or not buying, but all
she had was a choice between
pink and white.

In the second chapter of the
sales manual is the appeal to
greed which we are all encum-
bered with, but ' in varying
quantities. “If you don't sign
the contract today someone
else will walk off with the in-
dustrial property. Here: Use
my pen.” Or “This special is
on for one week only. The
price goes up tomorrow."

How much will the package
cost? should be our first ques.
tion, (taxes for townships have
a ceiling, not so for cities). Let

us ponder on these things well.

before choosing either *pink or
white",
Wanda Pusey
32545 11 Mile Road

City Thanks
JCs on Survey

The tabulated report on com-
munty citizens’ attitudes and
feelings about the community
as expressed in the Farmington
Jaycees Community  Attitude
Survey conducted recently was
received by the City Council
Monday night.

The council thanked the JCs
for their etorts in conducting
this community service project
and raised a tew questions re-
garding it of members of the
Jts present at the meeting.

Mayor Sandy Brotherton stat-
ed that he telt the planning
commission and Council was on
the right track in working for
more recreational facilities and
the acquisition of more park
land area in the city and that
e feelings cxpressed by many
in the s:rvcy confirmed this.

hy

officials contend that thelr.prin- ' of “new villages. within the
cipal or sole motlve for desir- Township would result in an in-
ing incorporatlon is to make ap- crease in the number of gov-
plicable this most unrexsonable units but any new
and

area is pouring into the in

Ftors
ulldings are located. Meanwhile, how-

ton, Northville, Plymouth and other resi-

dentlal suburban communities that are

faced with the big job of raising enough

mbney {o take care of the eflucationrec-

reation and other needs of i3 vast major-

}ty of the employees of these indubtrial
S,

i
g

» fi

We would like to see qlproposql of-
fered that would ‘require, ‘communities
having the big industrial plants ):%ated
in them return some of thq money |they
collect, from these plants!in property
taxes to the communities their employ-
ees choose to live and raise their{fam-
ilies in. !

It would be interesting to know What
Mayor Mubbard and Mayor| Cavapadgh's
reaction to this kind of proposal Would
be. wouldn't it? : ! .

such villages would undoubted-
It we really believe in repre- ly be small ones, comparable to
sentative government;: we must. Quakertown Village and Wood-
agree that if a.o3jority. of the. greek Village, which do.-mot ac-
residents and property owners ,tually provide any municipal
in any portion of the Township. services but rather contract
want to form a village or 0 them out to the same township

rest of the Township :should jng governmental departments
have po right to prevent it. could expected from the
OUR' TOWNSHIP officials creation of more such villages
would have us think that any within the Township.
such proposed -annexation must MR. RALL ALSO speaks of
be of grave concern to the re- the need for the orderly plan-
mainder of the Township and pning and development of water
that therefore the Township as and sewer facilities, implying

" a whole and its elected officials that such would be prevented

should do everything in their by any new annexations. But
power (o prevent any annexa- gince the boundaries of water
tion of portions therepf by any and sewer districts need not fol-
adjoining clty since the entire "low municipal or township lives
Township would be affectdd by in any event, I cannot see any
the resultant loss of tax reve- rel of the is-

ge of those
responding to the survey indi-
cated that they felt a commu-
nity - center, better swimming
poul und recreatonal facilities
and better public transportation
taciiies were needed in the
community. °

ine survey findings were re- *

ferred to the planning commis-
sion tor consideration and use
by members.

FARMINGTON
ELEMENTARY

Looking Back in the Files

5 Years Ago

JANUARY 26, 1961

10 Years Ago

JANUARY 26, 1956

15 Yean Ago
" IANUARY{ 5 10t

Pay Raises .

Modest increases for both sal-
aried and hourly employes of
the Farmington School District
over and above their annual in-
crements were called for in the
proposed salary schedule now
under consideration by the
Board of Education,
. Safety Chalrman

Leland Clifford, President of
the Farmington School District
Board of Education, was named
chairman of the safety commit.
tee formed to study safety prob-
lems at school sites in the com-
munity. .

Mothers March

Final plans for the annual
March of Dimes Mothers’
March have been formed by
Farmington area chairmen,
Mrs. Howard Legg, Mrs. John
Yuill, Mrs. Ralph Evert and
Mrs. Ben. Schan.

Falcons Bow

The Farmington High School
basketball team bowed to
“league foe Waterford, 6261,
Keith "The Tree” Markert was
hlgh scorer for Farmington with
25 points.

Appoint Clerk

" Floyd A. Cairns was appolnt-

ed Farmington Township Clerk
to replace Harry McCracken
who Tesigned for health rea-
sons.

Mothers' March

' The Farmington Mothers'

March, fund-raising effort for
the March of Dimes, will have
over' 500 women taking part this
week, .7

Named Director

Bayard dew Tupper, Farm.
ington lumber dealer, was elect.

as a director of the Farm-
ington State Bank at a meeting
of the stockholders held last
week.

. Master Plan

Farmington Township signed
a contract with the planning
consultant firm of Vilican-Le-
man Assoclates as the first step
in drafting a master plan for
the Township.

FHS Cagers Win
High School

;. Golden™ Footballs|
The Farmington business and
professional men's Exchange
Club honored 14 seniorsfon the
Farmington Hfgh Schodl foot-
ball team @ lunchegn this
week and preghnted each of the
gridders witl] the traditional
golden footbal.
Rocyy Mountaln
That was-the feature s!
at the Farmington Civic
ter. The stars were Errol,
and Patrice ‘Wymore,
FHS Quintet Wins
The Farmington High School
basketball team came frdm be-
hind to defeat Inter-Lakej Con-
ference rival Milford, 33 to 31.
Bob Hutton was high scorer
New Charch Opens
The first service was Held in
the newly-built Forest Hills Unit.
ed Missionary Church [at 12
Mile and Stansbury in Fafming-
ton.

owing
Thea-
Flynn

Festival Head
lGene Hymes was

1N

amed
f

e
basketball team, led by scoring
ace Don Robinson, bombed
league rival Van Dyke, 56 to 23.

of the
merchants helping to pldn Rhe
F-lrmlng'on Mid - Winter |Festi.
val, l
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nue, if the portion ‘sue to these problems,
proposed to be annexed to the I am not suggesting that our
city is valuable land having a township officials are not doing
high property tax potential rel- a good job on the whole or that
ative to the cost of services be- they are entirely unresponsive
ing (or to be) provided to such o the wishes of the residents
portion. This argument simply of any part of the township.
will not stand up under any -While I live in Quakertown
real scrutiny. Over 90 per cent Village, I happen to believe that
of our property taxbs go for its zoning is less realistic than
schools, county, special educa- that of the Township. If a pro-
tion and community college, posal should be submitted for
which are_of course unaffect annexation to the City of Farm-
by whether any portioh of the ington of a portion of the town-
Township is added to the City ship which included my home,
of Farmington (or any other I personally would vote against
neighboring city) or remains & jt, — and the results of recent
parl of the township, and less elections on annexation suggest
than 10 per cent of such taxes that most residents of any sig-
go to the Township as such. nificant portion of the township
Obviously then there can be no ‘would also oppose any such an-
significant tax loss to the resi- nexation. All I am suggesting
dents of the remalnder of the is that we see to it that the af-
township if a portion thereol fected group of residents should
(regardless of how high its continue to have the right to
present or polential ‘property make this decision .for them-
/values may be) is annexed to selves, — and that we should
ai:x And of course the forma- not all panic to become resi-
tion of additional new villages dents of an enormous new city
h Township would re- ourselves simply in an effort to
sult h1 no loss to the Township prevent any possibility of part
of a isingle cent in property of our township effectuating
taxes. ! any desires a majority of its
of éwne our Township .offi- vesidents and-or property own-
clals do not claim that' loss of €73 might have to become a
tax reenue is their only con- Part of another city.
cem-here. They also contend it Yours ‘very truly,
is Besirable that they retain David N. Mills
control; over planning, zoning .
and simlar matters “affecting .4 o Editor:
the grawth and future develop- " p: " peel's suggestion of a
ment of the entire present ;... (rarm suwne) for the
Township and that such de- ronoced new city, plus his
velopment will not be nearly a8 | . erty innuendoes, sent me
desirable or as orderly f a'Par- reeling with laughter. It also
tion is annexed to the City of jnepiped tne foliowing name;
Farmington or any othet MU~ hoy gbout Withering Heights?
nldpnln‘y {or becomes a vil- Not a complete “swipe” and
lage). | - ) Just think of all the good olde
1 WAS FOR MANY years Anglo-Saxon prestige. Or how
(ending bnly a few monthseigo) about Gluttonbury Corners of
a memBer of the Farmington Picayunish Park? The possibil-
Township Planning (later Zon- ities are illuminitable.
Ing) Board. I belicve that the  Seriously - though, the choice

on
Asparagus
Celery Stick
Applesauce
Milk

. Feb. 1
Baked Beans and Wiener
Tossed Salad
Whole Wheat Square
and Butter
Fruit Milk
Feb. 2
Sloppy Joe on Bun
Buttered Corn
Green Pepper Slice
Apple Crisp

Feb. 3
Roast Turkey
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy
Buttered Peas
Bread and Butter
Pear Half
Milk
Feb. 4
Sailor’s Choice
Parsley Potatoes
Buttered Vegetable.
Hot Roll and Butter’
Cherry Dessert
Milk

3l
Public Scrv}ce Feature
o

The Farmington Enterprise

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT Claudia Roges, 21200 Goldsmith

Road, is one of the participants in Art Workshops for Young
People, sponsored by the Education Dept., Detroit Institute of
Arts. The spring session of classes will meet for flve Satur.
days in this area at Farmington High School, 32000 Shiawas-
see Road. Registration is open to students in grades one
through 12, and the deadline is Jan. 31,

Appeals Board OKs Variances

The Farmington City Zoning
Board of Appeals at its last
regular mecting approved a
variance for Louis A. Nolan
on a commercial building he is
planning to bulld on Freedom
Road south of Alta Loma sub-
division.

A greenbelt will be allowed in
liew of a solid masonry wall,
Three homeowners on James
Court abutting the site of the
proposed office building stated
they favored the greenbelt over

the masonry - wall if inslallcd’
properly. Parking will be locat-
ed so that cars will face into
the building avolding a head.
lig};l nuisance, it was prom-
ed,

Also approved was the reduc.
tion of a sidelot setback for a
proposed home at 34167 Alta
Loma and a variance in the

city code on side yard setbacks

for five lots in Farmington
Oaks Subdivision.

REMEMBER 19271?

Farmington Dalry Was:

® FIRST IN PASTEURIZATION

® FIRST IN HOME DELIVERY N
* FIRST CLASSIFIED GRADE A

NOW
FIRST TO OFFER
OLD - FASHIONED
FARMINGTON QUALITY
ICE CREAM
Watch For Special
Opening Sale!

dinlng room.

or a full course dinner,

DINE WHERE QUALITY COMES FIRST

We pride ourselves on the quality of all the foods
we serve, either in our Junch room or in our maln .

You'll enjoy prompt, friendly service in a qulet and
friendly atmosphere whether you stop In for a lanch

i | N AT
jarmingfon :,Z)airy
d .

an
Minlneglyacé
DINING ROOM

Open 6 AM. - 9 PM.
33219 Grand River Farmington GR. 4-2161

Closed Sunday

NOTICE

FARMINGTON TOWNSHIP TAXPAYERS

As a special service to taxpayers, The Farmington Township
Treasurer's Office will be open to accept tax payments on Saltgrduy,
February 5, 1966, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Treasurer’s office is located in the Township Hall at:
31555 Eleven Mile Road. :

membert of this Board (like the of 2 name for the proposed new

Township Board itselfy were city, can be likened to the car-

and are;dedicated and sincere rol tied lo the end of a pole to

individuals doing a competent induce the forward movement

job, but'they have, at least in of a donkey. This is one of the
N 1

i H FARY
: > /
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