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Committee Recommends June 6 Incorporation Vote

1t looks as though the general| to the Board of Supervisors

clection on the question of in-

carporating Farmington Town-

ship into a home rule city will|

be Monday, June 6. !
At least that's what the
darl ittee of the

when that body meets March ‘

16. i

The Board of Supervisors can

refuse to act, but indications}

are that it will follow the recom-
Lot "

Oaktand County Board of Su-
pervisors voted to recommend

~% *

the boundaries
committee and sct the June 6
date.

* X

Committee action on s:uinz\
the date came last week after,
the committee heard an opinion
from corporation council Rob-
ert P. Allen that neither the
committee nor the Board of Su-
pervisors had any authority tn
determine the legality of the
petitions filed and that this

X X

Subcommiitiee Reporis
Finances Better in City

By LOU CARTIER

The talk was money and the
statements were concrete at
Tuesday night's incorporation
meeting. This was the fourth
in a series of public discus-
sions, designed as aids to the
public understanding of an im-
minent issue, that of Farming-
ton’s becoming a city or re-
maining a township.

Clifford B. Morehead, acting
as chairman of the subcommit-
tee charged wilh the research
and presentation of the com-
munity's financial resources, of-
fered a complete -and hard-
hitting report of the facts, opin-
jons and analyses researched
by his committee.

Members of the fnance
committee were Thomas A.
Duke, of the Farmington
Township Board; Calvin F.

Opperthauser, citizen mem-
ber ‘and Moorehead, also a
cltizen member. All are rep-
resented on the parent In-
corporation  Study Commlt-
tee as Indlviduals, rather
than representatives of &
political office.

Their report hit on taxes,
fees and other county and state
revenues, and various forms of
dishursements, such as road
maintenance, police and fire de-
partments, justice courts and
rubbish removal. They pre-
sented this information in the
form of a mock balance sheet,
listing the receipts and the deb-

its which Farmington Township
has faced over the fiscal year
ending March 31, 1966, and its
counterpart, had it been a city
during the same period of time.

Supplementing this compar-

json was a projection of the
fiscal loss to the township as
of 1985, were it to lose
through .amnexation a key
fragment of its boundarles,
namely the home of Farm-
Ington’s two largest taxpay-
ers, The Star Cuiter Com-
pany and Independence
Green.
This “target area,” used for
purposes 'of iltustration, com-
prises 14.7 percent of the total
township Jand area; and, under
present zoning regulations, will
provide 228 percent of the
ultimate tax base and will hold
10 percent of the ultimate pop-
ulation.

The year 1985 was used in
the projection because it is in
this year, says Terry Brennan,
chairman of the Incorporation
Study Committee, that township
planners .have anticipated the
community fo reach its maxi-
mum growth and saturation
point.

The siibcommiltlee estimated
that the loss of this valuable
piece of -tax base would pro-
vide for the tawnship a net loss
of $442,194 per year. This fig-
ure also lakes on meaning only

when considered in the light
of the ultimate development of

the community.

The subcommittee report was
not the only concrete and well
defined presentation of the eve-
ning. Brennan said that he was
interested in the activities of

the township. speaking of the
newly-formed  Committee for
the Preservation of Farmington
Township, of which Attorney
Wendell Brown is the spokes-
man.

Brennan, clearly stating
that there can be no opposl-
tion (o his commlttee on the
basls of its stand toward the
incorporation issue, siace it
has not complied a final re-
port nor presented a rec-
ommendation as yet, was qulck
to comment about those op-
posed to the committee's
actlons.

“I'm against the kind of op-
position that bolsters its argu-
ments with half truths and
scare tactics,” he said.

“Personally having studied
the matter of incorporation, I
fee) we should pass the resolu-
tion. I'll personally meet any
member of the opposition on a
factual, faceto-face battle at
any mutually agreeable place
and before any audience.”

“If the facts say no, the
people sbould vote no; 1f the
facts say yes, then the people
should vote yes,” he added.

The subcommitte sought to

{(Continued on Page 18-B)

Committee to Preserve
Township Status Organizes

A Committee for the Preser-
vation of Farminglon Township,
Ine. to oppose the move toward
inenrporation of the township to
a hame city rule city has been
formed.

Wendell Brown, atlorney
and spokesman for the group,
sald that it would file the
necessary papers with the
state to qualify as a non-
profit organzation.

He told The Observer that
approximately “50 people” were

present at the hy-invitation-
only meeting held last week in
the hank building at Orchard
Lake and 10 Mile.

Under | this the group would
not be required to pay taxes on
any funds raised and individ-
uals could not be held financi-
ally responsible for any debts
incurred hy the organization.

Brown said that the group
bad heen formed to operate
during the coming campaign on
the election on whether or not

Annexation Talk
Set at East Junior

Dr. William R. Gable, assis-|

He has been active in re-

tant dircctor of the Institute of |search, consultation and teach-
Public Administration and an |ing in the local and metropoli-

associate professor at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, will discuss
“City Incorporations and An-
nexations' March 15 at the East
Junior High School gymnasium.

Beginning at 8 pm,, the
program Is open fo the pub-
lic. 1t iy co-sponsared by the
Unlversity of Michigan Ex-
tension. Service and The Re.
publican Women’s Organiza-
tlon of Farmingion.

Gable received his BA and
MA degrees from the University
of Louisiana and his PhD in
political science from the Uni-
versity of Chicago. While in
Chicago he also served as a
Ford Foundation Fellow.

1tan government field since join-
ing the U. of M. faculty in 1858.

In 1959-60 Gable was secre.
tary of the Metropolitan Gov-
ernment Study Commission in
Michigan. From 1857 to 1964 he

assisted in the formulation of

rescarch projects and conducted
research for the Southeast Mich-
igan Metropolitan Research
Corporation and the Metro-
politan Fund.

He has written articles for

local, national and international - at the public hearing of the!
jodrnals on topics related to!Boundarics Committee in Pont- |
incal, metropolitan and public 'iac; and George Nahstoll, treas-

1

| administration education prob-

*lems.

to incorporate as a home rule
city.

(Last weck the Boundaries
Committee of the Oakland
County Board of Supervisors
voted to recommend to the
Counfly Governing Board that
an election on the incorporation
issue be sct for Monday, June
6.)

Brown promised that this
committee would present the
story against incorporation to
the pablic. To date the study
committee set up by the
‘Township to consider the qaes-
tion has been emphastxing the
positive benelits that would be
derlved should Farmington
‘Township become a city,

The newly formed committee
has 20 members on. its Board
of Directors and Brown said
that the officers had not been
chosen as yet. ~°

'30 signatures or two thirds of
i the sheet was {illed.

!~ Four names stood out! Felix
Raymond and” Conrad Braseth,
both of whom have filed civil
suits opposing the incorpora-
tion move in the Oakland Coun-
ity Circuit Court; Audrey Rog-
| erston, the wife of a councilman
| from the Village of Quakertown
1who spoke against incorporation

urer of the Farmington Board
. of Education.

the anti-incorporationists around

On the sign-in sheet which
| Brown showed to The Observer
| there were approximately 25 to

A civil suit seeking to re-
traln the Oakland County
Board of Supervisors from
setting an election date has
been filed in the Oakland
County Circuit Court. This
has been set aside, however,
when the judge ruled, in ef
fect, that he could not rule on

question was up fo the courts.
s

any action by a legislative
body prior to that group tak-
‘Ing action.

Wendell Brown, attorney in
the suit which was filed by Con-
rad Braseth of Farminglon
‘Township, has told The Observ-
er that as soon as the Board
of Supervisors acts he will re-

quest a ruling from the cowt..!

1t was estimated that the cost |clncli0n is the fact that the
of the election to the Township | county will oversce and conduct
would be between $2,200 and |thé eiection. Township officials
$2,400 to pay the election work- \will not be in charge of the pro-

ers in the 15 precincts.

The $500 filing fec with the
county clerk will cover both
the ballots and the eclection |
notices,

An interesting point to this

|

Farmington's Director

MAURICE D. FOLTZ ~

Foltz Resigns
DPS Position

of Public Safety Maurice D.

Foltz has resigned, effective April 1, to accept a position
as police commissioner of Sterling Township.
That was the announcement Tuesday morning by

Farmington
Trades With
Jonesville

Farmington's Mayor Wil-
bar V. Brotherton will travel
1o Jopesville on Monday,
May 16, as part of the an
uual Mayor's Exchange Day
of Michigan Week. In tarn
Jouesville's Mayor Grayden
Fast, will vislt Farmington
for the day.

Jonesville is 2 rural com-
munty of about 2,000 in the
southern part of the state. It
is located just north of Hills-

dale.

a meeting with Foltz.

remain but failed.

The matter was brought up
at Monday's Council meeting
when it was reporied Foltz
was considering taking the
Sterling Township job. Dinan
tabbed the report as “prema-
tore” then and was a bit sar-
prised at Toesday's resigna-
tlon,

‘The Council uanimously pass-
ed a vote of confidence 1n Foltz,
commending him for the excel:
lent job he has done.

However, Foltz apparently
felt he had better opportunities

in Sterling and {old Dinan of

Tables
Electrical
Ordinance

ways in industrial and commer-
cial buildings was tabled at
Monday night's Council session
with the provision that it be

in industrial establishments.
Councllman John A. Allen
asked far the reconsideration
pointing out the greater hax-
ards Involved In industrial

bulldings. City Manager John
Dinan concurred with his
opinlon and the Council voted
to table the ordinance, which
was scheduled to be enacted
upon, until its next regular
sesston.

The Council also directed City
., (Contigued on Page 18-B)
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THE FARMINGTON FLYERS Midget Hockey Team will repre- represent

A
,,,,

sent the metropolitan area March 18 and 20 at a national tour-

pament {n Daylon, Ohlo. Last weekend the team was in Ontario  bers of the team are

They tied

ting the area in the Mitchells Minor Hockey playofls.
one game and won one in that competition. All mem-
between the ages of 14 and 16.

The adoption of a city ordi-
pance repealing the require-
ment for metal electrical race.

amended to require such casing

his decision.
Foltz has been direcior of
publie safety in Farmington for

City Manager John D'uuu&n.cr

Dinan indicated he had tried
to convince Foltz that he should

* *

Farmington Township Clerk
Floyd A. Cairns has announced
the realignment of voting pre-
cincts in the Township and the
addition of five new polling
places thus bringing the total
number of precincts to 15.
Under state law a precinct
must have at least 600 regis-
tered voters but no more than
1400 voters within its boun-
daries. There are currently
13,705 rexistered volers in the
Township.

If the clection date on the
Incorporation question is set
for June 6 registrations must
under state law be closed 30
days prior. This means (hat
one must register at the
Township Clerk’s office on or
before May 10 to vote in
either the June 6 election or
the amnual school clection
which Is set for June 13,

New precinct boundaries.!
polling places and number of |
current registrations are:
Precinct 1 bounded by Gill
Rd. on the east to Tuck Rd. on
the west, Eight Mile on the

cedures.

Township voting machines
will be used, however. With the
annual school election sched-
dled just one week later, Town
ship Clerk Floyd A. Cairns was

* *

Farmington Township Revamps
Election Precincts, Polling Spots

south to Folsom or the 1.96 ex-
pressway on the north, will
vole at the Gill Rd. School with
995 registered voters,

Tuck Rd. is the eastern
boundary of the mew precinet
two which goes north to Grand
River, west along Grand River

making scheduling plans which
would allow him to hold some.
machines in reserve for the use
of the schools.

The voting machines used in
the June 5 election could not be
used for the schools as they
must be locked up for 10 days
pending any reqeust for a re-
count on the outcome,

*

*

to Middlebelt then north to
Mile Rd. and then west to Or-
chard Lake. The polling place
will be Jocated at the fire hall
on Wheeler St. There are 738
registered to vote in this arca.
Boundaries for precinct three
(Continued on Page 18-R)

Spring Adult

Education

Team Features 4 Classes

Four new classes are being
offered in the spring term of
Farmington Publie School's Ad-
ult Education program. They
include Golf, Driver's Educa-
tion for Adults, Current Ameri-
can Foreign Policy Issues and
Advertising.

Registratlon for the 10 weck
term which begins the week
of March 28 has been set for
March 23 and 24 from 6:30 {o
9 p.m. in Farmington High
School Lobby.

The golf class, designed for
men and women, will be taught
by George Gvozdich. Particip-

ants will meet in Farmington
High School gym, followed by 8
outdoor lessons at the All Star
Driving Range, Grand River
Ave. The class meels Monday
and Wednesday evcnings at 7
p.m. The course fee is §10.

Ten hours of classroom train-
ing and five hours driving time
are included in the Driver's Ed-
ucation for Adulls class which
will meet on Tuesdays at 8
p.m. Allen Judge will instruct.
The fee is S35,

Current American Forcign
Policy Issues will examine
(Contlnucd on Page 18-B)

R. LEWIS “BOB” BROWN was honored’ last
weck when he received a Senatorship to the
Junior Chamber International. He is the first
Farmington Jaycce to be so honored. From
left, are Bob Clarke, master of ceremonies,

Brown; and J
M

wife, Margaret,
in Farminglon

Pat Nowak, Farminglon Jaycee

president;
ack Skriden, .president of the

higan Jayeees who spoke, Brown and his

, have four children. They live
Township.

the past two years. Prior to
that he held a similar post in
Oak Park and was a consultant
in Royal Osk Township,
headed the combined poli
fire forces in Farmington.

Taxi Fares

To Go Up

the Farmington area.

The City Councll Monday
night introduced an amend-
ment to the City Ordinance
which would allow the two
companies—Subnrban . Check-
er Cab and Farmington Cab
—to hike their rates by 25
percent.

Like everything else the cost
of living increase will soon be
reflected in the taxi fares in

Boyd Baker of 23829 Calchest-
er, Farmington, appeared be-
fore the Farmington City Coun-
cil Monday night to complain
about a sewer problem in the
Bel Aire ivision which has

backup. *

“There s really mo posi-
tive action which can be
taken," be sald, “other than
a closer survcillance and

caused an estimated $3,500
worth of damage to his base-
ment over the past five years.
“Nothing Las been done
about thls problem,” Baker
sald, “and I am fed up.”
City Manager John Dinan
told the Council that the City
had conducted a TV inspection
of that sewer line during the
past few weeks and could find
nothing that was causing the

of the pipe.”
Dinan -pointed out that an
eight inch line was construct-
ed in the Bel Aire area rather
than the usual 12 inch, but ad-
ded that he did not think that
this was the cause of the block-
age. -
He pointed out that a relief
sewer could be constructed and
estimated that this would cost
about $2,000, but wondered if
this would alleviate the situa-

tion.

New fares for both companies
would be 50 cents for the first
quarter of a mile, 10 cents for
each additional quarter mile,
and 10 cents for each minule
and a half-of waiting time.

The previous fares had been
et at 40 cents for the first third
of a mile, 10 cents at each third
mile thereafter, and 10 cents
for each two minutes of wait-
ing time.

Increased operational cost, in-
surance, maintenance and per-
sonnel were the reasons cited
to make the increase necessary
in order to maintain the stand-
ard of service.

With the Introduction of the
ordinance Monday night the in-
crease could go into effect after
Council action which is expect:

at the next regular session
March 2L .

o The other po: ly sug-
i.| mested by Dinan would be to
2| {nstall an alert system In the
- | line which would glve the city
*1 24 hour: coverage of the area
+| and give the cliy a chance to
»| clear out the line when It ap-
*1 peared ready to back up. He
estimated that sach & system
wnﬁld cost about §500 o in-
sall,

Ouu‘nci:lrnln John A, Allen
suggested that perhaps a sump
pump could installed in

i
Clean-Up Is Promise

The members of Girl Scout
Junior Troop 878 have promis-
ed 1o clean up the city parks
at regular intervals as their
promise;to the community af a
part of Girl Scout week. Farm-
ington City Clerk Trepa Quino
read the promise to the City
Council .at fts regular session
Monday night.

i Sewer Problem Plagues
Bel Aire Sub. Resident

Baker's basement to keep it
from flooding.

Dinan téld The Observer
after the meeting that the city
would mot ‘get involved in in-
stalling private sump pumps
snd any city action that would
be taken would deal with the
public sewage system,

Baker tald the Council that
he belleves that it is simply a
bad sewer and is constructed
on 2 roller coaster type of grad-
ing. He said thal he thought the
entire line should be dug up
and a mew one installed. °

The Council instructed Dinan
to examine the matter further
and fo report back at ils next
session  with possibilities for
solving the' problem,
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