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Brennan Speaks Out On Incorporatmn

(Continued from Pags 1) urbanites where we live.
cation of our children. Friends,

this kind of threat hits we sub-|to

The preservationists attempt
“prove’ this proposition by
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making an example of our nelgh-
boring city of Livonia. I am not
qualified to judge Livonia’s edu-
cational problem mor would
sttempt to compare the develop-
ment of their school system with
that of Farmington Township. 1
do know that our fine school
administration has been making
intelligent plans for years to
avoid eritical problems.

But, the inference that LI
vonla's school prodlems, if
any, are due (o the fact that
Livonia is a home rule city
where soniug restrictions can
easily be broken, is a bald.
faced He!!!

On 1oning, friends and peigh-
bors, I am qualified to speak.
As your Township Attoroey a:
representing three other Town.
ships zoning laws and problems
are something 1 live with every,
day.

Alter receiving a copy of this
letter, I telephoned Mr. Wen-
dell Brown, head of the preser-
vationists, and asked him to
cite those “differences in cer-
tain laws* which this letter con-
tended make it easier to break!
city's zoning ordinances thaa
those in townships. Mr. Brown
said that he did not have the
information readily available
but would call me back. T am
still waiting for that telephone

call.

1 alsp ealled Mr. David N.
Mills, an Attorney, whose name
appears on the Board of Di-
rectors of the preservationists.
When I read the passage in
question from the letler, Mr.
Mills agreed that it was not true
but denied that he had any part
in drafting the letter.

The facts are that there are
NO LAWS which make township
zoning any stronger than city
zoning. As a matter of fact, cer-
tain cases in the Supreme|
Court indicate that the opposite
is true,

This Appeal by the preserva-
tionists aimed at causing you to
fear for the education of your
children is absolutely without

is ible and

the

Teachers

Township in the Circuit Court
and before the Supreme Court.

1| Not only were we able to upbold

Farmington Township's zoning
but a majority of the Supreme
Court admitted that they were
wrong in the Troy cases.

And what bas happened in:
Troy since the Troy cases were:
decided? Troy has revised its
Iot sizes downward alightly but
overall the City of Troy still
provides for lower population
densities than Farmington
Township.

CAN YOU BELIEVE
ANYTHING THEY SAY?

Space in this letter does not!
begin 1o permit a discussion of
all of the misstatements, misin-
terpretations, half-truths, and
illogical conclusions which ap-

peared in this book. The follow-
ign are yust a few examples
quoted as “fact"???:

“Road maintenances funds
(received by a city from the
State) cannot be used for the
purpose of purchasing road
equipment.”

This statement fs false.

“A ity can sell special bonds
and assess all city property for
their redemption evea though
only one section of the city bene-
fits.”

This statement is false,

“A city has twenty umu the
taxing power of a township.”

This statement 1s false.

‘‘Because of its limited tzxing
power, a township camnot find
a market for faith and credit
bonds in its own mame. They
mast be sold in the name of the
Special Assessment District.”

This statement s false.

Township taxing power for the
repaying of bonds is unlimited.
Boods are mever sold in the
name of the Special Assessment
District. All special assessment
bonds carry the full faith and
credit of the Township.

“A Township catnot under-
take improvements, except by
the formation of a special as-
sessment district through a pe-
tition of the resident.”

illustrates the unprincipled me-
thods being used in an attempt
to defeat home rule in Farming-
ton Township.
ARE CITIES VULNERABLE?

The so-called ““fact” book con-
tains this sentence (page 12):

“Cities that have tried to set
high lot standards have had
their zoning attacked in court
suits. In most cases, the cities
lost and row housing followed.
However the Township zoming
as to lot sizes has pever
successfully attacked in Court.”
THESE STATEMENTS ARE

NOT TRUE

Only three communities have
been involved In lot size cases
Uut blvu rn:hed the Supreme

In the first of these, Oak-

hnd Township’s lm size zoning
was set aside. In the second in-
stance (two cases) lot size z0n-
ing in the City of Troy, (lot
sizes larger than any required
in Farmington Township) were
successfully aftacked.

The case involves Farm-
ington Township. I am rather
hmll.hr with this case, having
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This is oot troe.

Similar false statements ap-
pear on aimost every page of
this booklet. A thoughtful and

prudent citizen of our township
wxll be careful before believing
anything put out by this com-
mittee.

LET'S USE OUR HEADS

We are not voting on June 6th
1o establish a city, We are vot-
ing to elect a charter commis-
sion and proceed to see if we
can draft a charter acceptable
10 all of us to provid
permanent government of our
community.

This is a democrary and gov-|
ernment is only with the con-
sent of the governed. All of the
details of the charter will be
subject to yor review, consid-
eration and mcceptance or re-
jection st the polls,

from Page 1)
lar board meeting. The Ob-
server's reporter was barred
from attending this meeting.

Harrison told The Observer
that May 12 was the first time
the FEA had put a mooetary
request on the bargaining table
and that he had been request.
ing this since February. He
added that it was bard to nego-
tiate other ilems without hav-
iog the monetary request.

During the Board session

Harrison stated that “1 regret

we've come to this point, bow-

ever, we've been treated
somewhat wnfairly.

“We've been available when-
ever the FEA wants to meet,”
Harrison told The Observer.
“We came last Saturday after-
noom for what we thought was
2 meeting and the FEA left
ajter about 15 minutes with
no apparent desire'to meet.”

At North Farmington the be-
gotiating team told the teachers |
that one of the requests made

was for released time for bar- |-

gaining purposes. They stated
;\m this request had been
lenjed,

They also said that ko Farm-
ington citizens were not aware
that there is a problem in the

ct and that they do not
know ﬂ!lt 20 to 30 of
the teachers leave at the end
of the fourth or fifth year to
teach in other districts. Thus
most of our teachers do.mot
bave time they contended.

Harrison told The Observer
that “We lose less than 10 per-
cent of our teachers to otber
teaching positions.”

He pointed ot that Farm.
fagton s a growing district

teachers who have just grad-
uated {rom college, Be poiat-
ed out that a person must
teach two years belore being
gramted teanre under state
law.

The FEA advised teachers
not under teoure that failure
to sign any contract issued by
the District could result in a
loss of their jobs next year and
if the individual wanted to sign
the contract to go ahead as “it
didn’t mean anything.”

Teachers ‘with tenure, how-
ever, were instructed to turn
the contracts over to their
building representatives who
would turn them over to the
executive board of the FEA.-

Harrison said at the meeting
Monday night that if there were
no objections from the Board,
be would distribute contracts
for the coming year to all
teachers on Tuesday (May 24).

The administration also has
requested legal counsel to sit
in for the Board at all sessions.
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speech and drama classes would
be upgraded to the point where

want to get as many informed
voters to the polls as possible,”
says chairman John Richard-

School Bond Proposal Examined

son. “The time is right t auth-
rize the building and opera-
tion of these facilities.”

the physical teaching accomo-

dations would match the qual-
ity and ingenuity of the teach.
ers and students who are pre-
sently operating in these fields
under tremendous difficulties.
The chief out-ol-pocket cost
for pools and asuditoriums
woald be in thelr operation.
It's estimated that this wonld
be about $125,000 & year.
Broken down in terms of an
individaal tax bill, this amounts
lu $1 for every $1,000 of assess-
d valuation as equalized. To

HEENEY-SUNDQUIST
FUNERAL HOME -
A Funeral Home For Over 75 Years
23720 FARMINGTON ROAD
WALTER SUNDQUIST, Owner Phone GR 4-5200

14 Block North of Groyd River

ay for this, taxpayers must
lme that the Bosrd of Educa-
tiona! raise the operational mil-
lage from 255 mills, authorized
last November at the polls, to
26.5 mills. In simple terms this
would amount o agreeing to
pay $4 more a ye:ir if your
bouse has a market value of
$10,000; or $8 more ¢ year if it's
worth $20,000; and $20 more a
Year if it's worth $50,000.

The price will pever be
better the way bailding costs
are rising. Anthorities esti-
mate that U the pools and

The Village Reweavers

Phons 474-1040 — 6269062
® BURNS @ TEARS
® MOTH HOLES REWOVEN
PERFECTLY
@ REASONABLE PRICES
©® 18 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Open 3 s 22784 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
Block mnn of Grang River, Rntrance at Rear of Boliging

auditeriums bad been bauilt

five years ago, the bill would

have béen only two-thinds
what 1t is today.
Farmington's Jaycees who
sparked the campaign to place
se propositions on the bal-
lot, believe that the 3,141 signa-
tures they obtsi on their
peuduru u - mandate 1o the
com! to provide physical
hcihﬂu unt will enhance the
total educational qualty of the
schools and improve the recre-
ational and social opportunities
for the entire community. “We
—_—

Farm Bureau Meets
The West Farmington Farm
Bureau beld their regular
monthly meeting at the home
of Mr, and Mrs. Wendell Brown
on May 17. Brown lead the dis.
cusskm on "Medicare Supple-
ment.”" and the plans for Michi.
gan Week were also discussed.
The June meeting will be held
at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Maynard Post.

Classified Ads Get Quick Resalts l

35959 13 Mile Road — Just West of Drake Road

SPRING SALE ]
NOW/!

Is the Best Time
to Plant
“ @ All Trees Balled
and Ready for
Planting. !
® All Trees Plunted
and Guaranteed,

LARGE SHADE TREES ON DISPLAY, VARIETY OF
SIZES, UP TO 25 FEET TALL
OAKS, MAPLES, DOGWOODS, BIRCH.

CLARK TREE SPECIALISTS

For Information Call MA 6-6444
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