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A Vanisizing Breed

An Old-Time Justice Of The Peace

Thinks Michigan Won’t Like Reform

And Says ‘Don’t Count Me Out’

By PATRICK HINDERT

Because of a recent change
in the state constitution, one
o Michigan’s legal raritles--
a ce of the peace without
formal legal training--will
vanish into oblivion next Jan.
1.

As of that date, all Michigan
udges must have law degrees,

Martin M, Schomberger,
longtime Plymouthtownship JP,
is @ proud member of this
rapidly diminishing group of
judges, He will officially close
his court and law books an Jan,
1 when tbe recently-passed dis-
trict court reform bill takes
effect,

Schomberger’s present post
will be replaced by the office
of district court judge. Because
he has never earned a law de-
gree, Schomberger will be in-
elgible for the job, i

This, it seems, will.end the
distinguished  16-year public
career of one of Plymouth's
most respected citizens, But
don't bet on i,

PRI

“1"M NOT READY to be bur-
led,”” Schomberger declares
with a huff of tndignation, ‘Next
year I will start a new life.”

Schomberger's ‘“first life’"
began in Detroft in 1910, He
moved to Plymouth at the age of
elght and has been a resident

of the community since,

Schomberger dived into poli-
tics In 1953, when, on his own
Initiative, he decided to seek
election as justice of the peace,

“The affice was open and no
one was running,” he recalls,
“I had no Intention of becoming
active n judictal matters, I
just lked the idea of being
addressed as ‘Judge',”"

Prior to the election, Schom-
berger was dividing his time
between work as a die welder
and partictpation wittithe volun-
teer fire department,

. e e

“I AN THE ONLY volunteer
fireman from Plymouth’s orlgl-
nal crew in 1948,”" he adds

HIS DAYTIME JOB is maintenance supervisor in Plymouth High School.

State Body Ponders
River Standards

paheastern Michigan re-
ceivpd the first of five public
heatings to determine waler
uses which wili be protected by
the i water quality standards
adofted by Michigan an Jan, 4.
Praviously cases cancerning
pube, runictpal or Industrial
use fo? water were handled in-
divifually because there were
no state-wide water qualtty
stargiard:

hearings are required
by.lE' and are conducted by
the Michigan Water Resources
Cormission, The WRC’s fact:
findprs present thelr recom-
megdations concerning water
usage for ail lakes and streams
andithen any private individual

including  such things as
dissolved oxygen content; resi-
dues--debris and material of
unnatural ovigin and alls; nu-
trients, and temperature vari-
ance,

These standards, varylng in
some cases, cover the seven
different types of water use
Which the Commissioa has de-
termined exist in Michigan wa-
ters,

These uses are (1):dames-
tle--drinking, etc,; (2) indus-
trial; (3) total body contact--
swimmlng, water skiing, etc,;
(4) partlal body contact--fish-
ing, boating, etc.; (5)tish, wild-
1ife and other aquatic lfe; (6)
agricultural, and commercial,

or |dustry may make a state-
megt, A secoad hearing was
held in May, and three more
be held in August, Octo-
berjand December,

DR

ATHE FACT-FINDERS ofthe
cofmission range In profes-
all the way trom biolo-
gists to sanitary engineers,”
B1tf Bradford, awater resource

Ci

and (7) other- fe and
steam generated electric pow-
er.
IR

THE FINAL dacisfon con-
carning these uses will come
some time next year after all
of the bearings have been hald
and the facts have beea'coasld-
ered. |

This decision will come from

1967, Michigan met this re-
quirement and has since moved
on to intrastate standards.

Both the Rouze and Huron
Rivers were included In the
recommendation of the fact-
finders to the comm’ssloa,
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FOUR OF THE members ot
the seven-man commission
represent the directors of the
Department of Agriculture,
Conservation Department, De-
partment of Public Health, and
the State Highway Commission,

The other three membars
are appointed by the govern-
or and represent organized
conservation,  industrial and
mualespal interests,

The Water Resources staff
recommended to the commis-
slon that the River Rouge be
protected under the new stan-
darg for the commercial and
other water use from its moumth
to the Michigan Avenue Bridge,

They also recommended that
the Huron River be protected
for the intolerant fish, coldwa-
ter specles--trout, whitefish,

plajner for the
5 .

the actual n Water Re-
sources Commission, an au-
tonomuus body byMich-

The
to Bradtord, will cousidar re-
porgs by these men as well as
stugies done previously In mak-
ingtheir decision.

The adopted standards in-

clude 11 areas of water'quality’

2

igan Law,

Federat law of some two
years ago required that all
states draw up standards for
all interstate waterways and
have them submitted by July 1,

2! under the new stan.
dards.

All waters, except those pro-
tected for commercial and
other, are to be protected for
partial body contact and agri-
cultural uses wnder‘the recom-
mendatioas af the commnissions
staff,

nostalglcally, “But 1 only go
to the blg fires now--where
there is some work to be done,
My son takes care of the rest,"”

Schomberger's son, Louls,
has just been named ‘“fireman
of the year” In South Lyon,

P

SCHOMBERGER'S  attitude
toward his new office changed
quickly, thanks to persuasion
from the late Clifford Manwar-
ing, a longtime Plymouth at-
torney,

“Manwaring convinced me to
become an active JP," says
Schomberger. “Upen his urg-
ing, Ibegan handling civil cases.
Later, [ picked up anything the
sheriff and state police would
bring to me.”"

. .

IN RECENT YEARS, the of-
fice of justice of the peace
has been under constant attack,
Critics claim that few justices
are learned in the law and that
methods of collecting fines lead
to corruption and biased judg-

nt.

‘"People don’t understand the
nature of our work," Schom-
berger begins, They think of
justices as money collectors,

“In the past certain unscrup-
wous JP's earned a black-eye
for everyoue by working with
coliectlon agencies, I have
never run a collection agency,
1 am paid a standard fee for
writing complaints and war-
rants, That fee is not related
to the amqunt of the fine or tothe
outcome of the trial."
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SCHOMBERGER makes no
secret about his formal educa-
tion, which ended after comple-
tion of 10th grade, He does
not clalm to possess the legal
knowledge of a Harvard Law
School graduate,

“Whatever knowledge of law
I have came the hard way--by
experfence,” he attests.

e

“I THINK the politicians are
making the fudicial process too
darn complicated,’" he asserts
frankly.

The original purpose of the
justice of the peace, according
to Schomberger, was “to set-
tle disputes between two nelgh-
bors,’”” He belleves this ap-
proach to legal problems should
be malintained,

‘“This new court reform law
will take the responsibility of
running the community away
from the people and give it
to a district judge,’” Schom-
berger claims, “The people
af Michigan will be sorry in
the long run,

‘Besides," he adds, ‘legal
xnowledge is not that com-
plicated, Everything I need to
know is located in one of those
books.”* Schomberger points
across the room to a blue set
of volumes entitled “Compiled
Laws of Michlgan,’

“When a difficult case comes
up, T call a recess and stody
the section that applies,’ he
says, “The complled laws even
dictate the punishment,

“As for trafficlaws," he con-
tinues, “they are all written
in one simple book---The
Michigan Vehicle Code,’ The
police officer indicates the code

AS JUSTICE OF the peace, Martin Schomberger presides cooily
his paneled oftice with all the law books he needs close at hand.
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THE SCHOMBERGERS are proud of the 16 grandchildren, sons ,and daughters of their five ch.dic:

on the ticket and the code sets

the maximum penalty, it is my

duty to decide if the man is

gullty and to set the penalty,’
e

HIS MOST UNUSUAL case
began as a typical assault and
battery charge, A man had
beaten his wife, and she had
him arrested, The police
brought the man toSchomberger
upon recommendation of the
county prosecutor.

“At first the man pleaded
‘not guilty’,’” Schomberger re-
calls, “I was ready to set him
free on $100 bond, when he told
me he had no money, So I
ordered him to spend ane month
in the Wayne County Jail await-
ing trial.

“That is when things became
a little strange,”” Schomberger
adds with a smile, “Upon hear-
ing my decision, the man
changed his plea to guilty, So
I assigned him to the Detrolt
House of Correction,

“Suddenly the man’s wife,
who had remained silent until
then, burst out, ‘you cant do
that to my husband, He will
lose his unemployment
check.” '*

# tOK,’ 1 gaid,* $60 dollars
or 60 days,” When nefther of
them could come up with the
moaney, I had no choice but to
send the man to jl,” says
Schomberger,

“ A few hours later the wife
returned to bail her husbend
out of jail, She handed me 60
one-dotlar bills, and I bet she
collected every bit of it from
her neighbors, That case resily

got me,” Schomberger chuck-
led,
..

SINCE 1960, Schomberger
has led a hectic Iife, During
the day, he works as main-
tenance supervisor at Plymouth
High School. At 4 p.m,, he
rushes home to his office on
Ann Arbor Trall and changes
into his justice apparel--white
shirt, tle, and dark wool
trousers,

Schomberger estimates that
each fob requires more than

hours a week, He credits
his abllity to survive these
dual responsibilities to his wife,
Leona, who handles all of his
bookkeeping and provides a.con-
tinuing source of moral support,

“Withowt my wife, T would
have had to give up one of
the jobs long ago,’ he admits.

Whenever Schomberger man-
ages to squeeze in some extra
time, he likes to spend it with
his five children, all married
and living In  southeastern
Michigan, and his 16 grand-
children,

. .

AS TO HIS OWN future,
Schomberger shies from mak-
ing sny commitments, “First,
1 want a2 long vacation in
Florida,” bhe says, Then I
will think abowt the future.'”

When pressed, Schomberger
admits to having an interest tn
re - entering local politics.
“Don't bury me yet," he adds
oce more,

For Martin M, Schomberger,
1lfe will begin, rather than end,
next January,

® No cords or tubes
® Custom fitted

‘@ Integrated circuit

® No batteries to change

* More powerl Six transistor

Now Anyone Can Afford a Hearing Aid

® NO BATTERIES TO BUY
Model N.R. — Just slip it in your ear and
hear again as nature intended. Do you
hear but do not understand? Audibel is of-
fering these true-life size replicas, that
you can wear in the privacy of your home,
absolutely FREE. it is yours to keep.
These models are FREE while the
limited supply lasts. We suggest
you phonz KE 7- 1840 for yours, or

write today.

Name
Addrass
Ciy

Phone

Metro Hearing Aid Center
24821 Five Mile

Detroit 39
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Don’t miss THRIFTY MONDAY at the

Livonia Mall - special bargains'

Tuesday

9:30 — FREE MOVIE. COFFEE. PRIZES

23

LADIES DAY — CINEMA [ ---
movie for children — CINEMA 11

Specia

WEIGHT WATCHERS - Community Roon

12:18.

Wednesday

COLONIAL SENIOR CITIZENS — noon

Thursday

2 5 Dog Breeders -- 7:30 — Community Roont

Friday

26

Comnunity Room. PARKS & RECREATION

SQUARE DANCING 8 p m Communty

Room.

PLAN ON BRINGING YOUR DAVYLILIES for
the ANNUAL SHOW on Saturday -

Judging. noon Saturday, July 27 Enter

your arrangement

Saturday
SEE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL DAYLILIES
in MICHIGAN - Annual Daylily Show.

27

and Contest
10:30am. to9pm

All this in air-conditioned corlurt

MEET YOU AT THE MALL
Open “til 9 Mon.. Thurs.. Fri.

‘ut 5:30 Tues. - Ved

There's always
something going on &t ...

LIVONIA
MALL ==

3ring your camera -

MIDOLEBELT:

St




