Sunday, July 21, 1968

Observer Newspapers

. (LPF) Page 5C) -

Out-County Needs Juvenile Services

By DENNIS PAJOT

“The best program for the
prevention of juvenile delin-
Quency anyplace Is to keep the

good youngsters good,’’ says
John M. Neville, juvenlle court
referee for Western Wayne
County,

He's been afficiating sandlot

athletic  contests more than
twice as long as he’s been
atficiating proceedings in juve-
nile court, so it’s a good bet
he knows what he's talking

Few Dope Cases
Hit Juvenile Court

Two juveniles from the
suburban communities of Wayne
County have been clted into
juvenile court on charges of
possession and sale of mari-
Juana in the past 18 months.

Six others under 17 years of
age have been clted on charges
of possession of the illegal
narcotic.

John Neville, juvenile court
referee  for Western Wayne
County, sald, “We hava't had
a great amount of cases be-
fore the court, aithough wehave
Teason to suspect use of marl-
juana is on the increase among
youngsters out here,’*

HE EXPLAINED that despite
rumors of widespread mari-
juana trafflc among schoolage
youths, court cases are few
because police are concentrat-
ing their efforts on gelting to
the sources of supply,

“Very often the juvenle that
gets caught is a sampler. He's
not the type of offender we'Te
trylng to mm dosm,”  sald
Neville.

Also, he sald, In many cases
of suspected use, it is difficult
to got evidence that will stand
up In court,

Foster
Praises
Remap

Vernon Foster, a candidate
for the Democratic nomination
for Wayne County supervisor in
the 26th (Livonta-Plymouth)
District, calls the change to 2
26-district county board ‘re-
freshing,”

In his campaign opening sta-
tement, Foster, a Livonia bus-
Ingssman, sald:

“1t 18 refreshing in an era of
more government and bigger
government, more agencles,
more bureaus and more depam-
ments, that the new Wayne
County governmental plan re-
duces a ponderous 135-mamber
board to aworkable 26-member
directly elected board,

“The immediate advantages
are very apparent, First under
the new plan, the elected sup-
ervisor is dlrectly respostbte
to the people of the district
for his activities while on the
board, Thus the will of the
pecple cdn be more clearly
felt,

“1 offer a business-like gp-
proach to county government.
Private industry cannot afford
the luxury of duplicity af func-
tion and neither can govern-
ment, It appears that whenever
public costs increase, govern-
ment merely attempts to in-
cregsa the tax load whila giving
only lip-sérvice to economy
mansures,

«1 have had & good deal of
business experience and I am
well acquainted as a business-
man In this area, 1 believe that
this experience and my know-
ledge of this district will be of
great value inproviding the kind
of representation that the people

“‘We arealert tothe situation,
howaver. We look upon Itasa
serfous type of involvement, re-
gardless of some public opin-
fons,” he satd,

+Any case coming to the court
1s given serfous consider-
atton.””

.o

THE GREAT majority of the
delinquency offenses brought
before the court lnvolve youths
accused of breaking and enter-
Ing (burglary) and unlawhul
driving away of an automobile
(auto theft or auto borrowing
without permission),

“The type of case causing
the greatest concern fo the
court Is where a juvenile has
committed assault, particularly
when a weapon 15 used,” sald
Neville,

“We've had more in the last
year than in other years. It
seems Lo be following a nation-
wide pattern, The generation
we're working with today has
an umustal exposure to vio-
lence,’”” sald the out - county
stand-in for Wayne County Ju-
venile Court Judge Jimes H.
Lincoln.

“WE LOOK UPON these as
extremely serious offenses re-
quiring the close attention of
the court, We want to doevery-
thing we can do to minimize
thelr occurrence.”

“The breaking and entering
(B & E) offenders and those
who take cars unlawfully who
have committed thefr first of-
fense, we try to glve proba-
ton,"* satd Neville,

“Until such time as we are
able to send youths toa short
term rehabllitation center, the
child who will beneflt from our
detentton program wiil not be
among first offenders,’” he ex-

Burglary offenders cite many
reasons fo the court, said
Neville, setting no particular
pattern.

Unlawtul use of auto cases
mostly fall fnto the category
of youths who fake an oppor-
tunity for a joy ride.

“The owner could do much
to decrease the sltuation,"
Neville said, “by locking his
car,”

“ e

ANOTHER THING the court
is finding serious, according
to Neville, "is the ease with
Which young people can gain
access to alcoholic beverages;
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especlally when coupled with
driving a car.”

He sald, “We're trylng to
put the burden for controlling
this upon the parents,’” .

Neville noted that increasing-
ly youths seem to be able to
glve money to an older person
to directly buy liquor or beer
for him.

..

TRAFFIC COURT, where the
bulk of juvenile offenders meet
the balance scales of justice,
has the most statistical infor-
mation to reveal,

Here 450 youths face the
referee each month--compared
to 70 to 100 monthly In delin-
quency proceedings.

Only about seven per cent
are chronic offenders, galning
three violations in thelr first
year, Of the seven per cent,
according to Neville, 84 per
cent have problems other than
driving errors.

Neville polnted out that the
Michigan demerit point system
does apply to juvenile drivers
and that Juventles may have
their licenses restricted or
suspended,

All types of violations fs-
sued to juveniles require that
the driver must appear incourt
with the parents, who are
counted upon to help carrect
the youths, sald the man whose
Job 1s to bring about correc-
ton,

about,

Neville, a chesty bantam who
seems to have to concentrate
upon relaxing while leaning back
in the chalr at his desk, has
been an athletlc refereefor 33
years:and Juvenile court referee
for 15,

His hair islight and receding,
Otherwise a person might ques.
tion those figures given by this
adjudicator of wayward youths'
prablems,

Just lke the referee on the
sports fleld, he assertsthat it’s
the procedure of the court first
to decide cases on the basis
of law--and then to try to help
the oftender with a varlety of
social services,

»

“ANY LENIENCY on the part
of this cowrt is dictated by
limited facilities and person-
nel,” he proclaims in reply to
popular finger-pointing at the
courts as the saft shoulder at
the top of the long arm of the
law,

By “limited facllities,”” he
refers to overcrowded state
vocational schools where juve-
niles may be committed to stay
wthl their 19th birthday, and
the overcrowded Wayne County
Youth Home used for temporary
detention pending case dispo-
sitions,

The campalgn belng waged
by Neville's boss, Wayne County
Juventle Court Judge James H,
Lincoln, for an out-county youth
home and short-term rehabili-
tation center seeks to provide
a medizn alternative,

PRI

SAYS, LINCOLN, *'The youth
home in Detralt is always great-
ly overcrowded, It should be
double its capacity to do the
job,

“There Is a very large gap
in rehabilitative services for
Juventles in Wayne County.

‘A judge is faced with send-
ing a ji tate Train-

or turning him loose, @
“This 1s sheer nonsense,’

says Lincoln, “In adult court,

the judge can put an adult oo

provation for a year and at the

same time direct that he spend

the first 60 days in jail,

e

“THIS MAKES sense and a
Juvenile court judge should have
similar alternatives open to
him.

**A boy may have committed
one or more delinguent acts,
but he certainly does not de-
serve to be sent away for a
year, But neither should he be
turned loose, as he will con-
sider the whole matter a joke.

"Efther way 2 judge goes,
he is forced into a very foolish
disposition of the case, Ob-
viously,” says Lincoln, ‘the
answer is a short term rehab-
fiitation center.'”

o

HE PROPOSES that ane be
built n the out-county area at
a cost of about $9 milllon,

It's part of a $150 millian
package of proposed county cap-
ital improvements now before
the Wayne Cownty Board of
Supervisors,

Meanwhile, however, the
Juvenile court has been ordered
to cut back expenses by $150,-
000 this year tomake the county
budget ends meet,

A proposed ane mill tax con-
tinuation on the Aug, 6 ballot
tn Wayne County will do noth-
ing to provide additional ser-
vices, being barely enough finds
to continue present services,
according to campalgn manager
Judge Lincoln,
e
THE NEED FOR increased
services has been most dra-
matic in suburban out-county,
points out Neville,

Since 1953, when he was ap-
pointed referee for the then

ing School for a year or more,

new out-county branch office,
the Western Wayne County pop-

ulation hes grown from 300,-
000 persons to 1,250,000,

His first staft of three pro-
batjon officers and one steno-
grapher has fncreasedto just 10
fleld workers, ane supervisor,
and four clerical helpers,

s s

THIS STAFF helps Neville
process 70 to 100 cases of
Juvenile delinquency monthly
(840 to 1,200 annually) and 450
cases of juvenile traffle law
violators monthly (5,400 en-
nually),

His jurisdiction covers 420
square miles compared to the
128 square miles in the Clty
of Detrott; i has 34 political
subdivisicns, 30 police depart-
ments, and 37 school districts
to service, *

Also, whereas the 1953 intent
was to serve boys delinquency
cases only, the Western Wayne
branch of fuvenile court now
serves boys cases, boys pro-
bation, girls probation and Ju-
venlle traffic court,

It separated from the main
Wayne County tourt, the West-
ern Wayme County branch would
be the second largest In the
state--next to the case load of
Detroit’s needs,

. .

“DEMANDS FOR service
from this office have mush-
roomed in the past two years,”
says Neville, “The out-county’s
{irst suburbanites were new
famllies, young married coup-
les whose youngsters are now
reaching an age in need of ser-
vice."

His courtroom ts able to
handle about 70 per cent of
the cases brought to it. The
other 30 per cent go to the
Detroit office of juvenile court
for one of two reasons:

First, because of a need to
hold an_affender In detention
at the Youth Home near the
downtown court;

Second, because ‘the con-
cerned party has a right -to
ask for the fudge's attentlon.”

As referee, Neville is ap-

i

pointed by the juvenile court
Judge  to hear cases in the.
Judge’s behalf, The referee’s
written recommendations, after
hearing a case, are forwarded
to the judge for review,

When approved, the recom-
mendationg become the judge’s
court order,

e .

“PROBATION REMAINS the
most freqiently used and most
successful' actlon,’” says Nev-
tlle, )

“The rate of repeaters,’ he
explalns, “remains close tothe
natfonal average of 30 to 35
per cent'6of those placed on
probation by the court, In other
words, 65 to 70 per cent make
a decent adjustment after pro-
bation, !

‘4t we could concentrate on
those qualifylng for proba-
tionary programs, we couldde-
crease the rate of repeaters,"
he'asserts,

He notes that his 11 proba-
tion offfcers have such large
numbers to handle they can
spend only limited time with
each, unless the probationer
gives some indication thatextra
time will be especially pro-
ductive,

He noted that an organized
citizen-court youth authority

--Neville

for community preventative
service and assistance in handl-

ing post-court juventles would -

be benefjclal,
3 *

A GREAT NUMBER of cases

not felt to be extreme offenses

are diverted to existing social
agencles and other community
resources, he said,

Many juvenile offenders
never reach the doors of the
court bullding, efther, due to
rehabllitative work of police
officers before a serfous of-
fense 15 committed and due to
lack of sufficlent evidence in
other cases, satd Neville,

Nationwide statistics on fuve-
nile crime reveal that if every
reported offense were commit-
ted by a single persen, every
juvenile would have to be an
offender,

That this §s false can be
attributed in a great part to
the fact that “most communi-
ties already provide all the
recreational-social adfustment
services they are financially
able to,” in Neville's words,

In 33 years of traveling from
community to community, he
has had an uncommon oppor-
tunity to know that most youths
confine their larcenies tostolen
bases,
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