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®e WALLY ROBERTS

Refusal of the Ypsilanti
Greek Theater to inflict the
satiric barbs of Aristophanes
full force gives their colorful
production of “The Birds" a
weak, anemic rather flaccid
tlavor,

Aristophanes in the 1
dition of the great satirists
Swift and Rebelais felt
his ironic comments in
“The Birds” would siress
the human of

‘Bzrds Blasted
for Hollowness
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tual lift. Your conscience

had no! been pricked by *

an epigrammatic line that

laid bare a universal hu.
man faint.
chuckle momentarily and
then resclve that some-
thing should be done 1o
tight the wrong.

An evening of Bert Lahr
cavorting about a stage far
too large for his intimate fa-
cial comic gestures soon runs
out of steam. Constant slap-
stick routines are not a satis-

man and lead them fo new,
better ideals.

The Ypsilanti Greek Thea-
ter production of “The Birds”
with comic Bert Lahr and
second banana, Jack Fletcher
depended exclusively on the
burtesque bits collected over
the years by| rubber-faced
Lahr. What dialogue Lahr
had that might be termed
ratiric was Jost in the whist-
ling sibilants of his faulty
diction.

The cnstumes were rhapsoe
dic. Staging was Imaginative,
The incidental music was de-
lightful. Everything appear-
ed to be in order. Even the
length of the production was
& manageable two hours.

‘What then was missing to
make this worth a trip to
Ypsilanti?

There was no intellec-
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factory for what
might be an entertainingly
educational evening.
Aristophanes original
ly wrote “The Birds” in 414
B.C. at a time when there
was great political turmeil
in Athens. Much of the orig-
inal script would be a puzzle
to today's audiences. When
you perform Aristophanes in
1366, you must re-work the

script and bring the satire].

up-to-date,

Old Wally went to “The
Birds” with the hope that
Mort Sahl or Bob New-
hart had been hired to
re-work the script. Instead
Director Solmos let Bert
Lahr tip to shreds any
semblance of a script by
the injection of his many
movle, stage, and TV gags.
“The Birds” as played at
the 1986 Ypsilanti Greek Fes-

tival is Bert Lahr all the
way, but it is NOT a great
work of art.

Perhaps

could try A
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MONIC.
with Dirk Bogarde % “Mode
| Fox “op-pop-bop” thriller c
| Kai Theatre in Livonia.
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sty Blaise,” the 20th Century-
urrently showing at the Mai

Emil W

Casting has be
pleted for the
through July 31 sumpéf.
duction of James T
hilarious comic re
Thurber Carnival.”
duction will be pi
the Eastern Michi

1y capable men. Each actor
plays many

versity Quirk Amp

Directing the EML
tion is Dr. James W. Bous-
seft, professor of Speect) and
Dramatic Arts and director
of Theatre; assistant dirbctor
Cal Schmucker; ‘choreo-
graphy is done bf’ Yudith
Roche;  eostume |="Dn\mm'

Rose; and stage setidae de-
signed by George ird,
associate professor ch

and Dramatic Afs'land
technical director of Theatre,

The cas? of thousands
demands at least 1wpuld
you belleve?) four,
tile women and flv

16 de-

The span

stretches

tent lady

bird watcher to a horribly
husband.

The four women are be-

ing plaved by: Chelly Bel-

laire, Anna Marie Lowell;

Linda Siglin, .and Donna
Stanton.

The five male roles will
be played by: Dale Bellaire,
Richard Jedele, Robert Mac-
Gonigal, David Siglin and
John Stanton.

Tickets may be purchased
at the Quirk Theatre Box
Office week days from 12:43
to 4:30 p.m. beginning July
21. Telephone reservations
may be made by dialing
482-3453 during box office

freedom versus conformity.
'hope versus despair are but
ta few of the conflicting uni-
versal themes that give Har- “

hours.

Wally Roberts

LI AN RIS LM,

Sterility versus fecundity,

old Pinter's “The Birthday |
Party” its theatrical signifi-
cance. Last week’s Univer-
sity of Michigan summer pro-
duction of the play presented
these contemporary themes
in razor-sharp fashion.
Professor Roy Knight, vis-
iting faculty member, staged
the play so that not one ex-
citing moment was lost. All
the quiet, intense, internal
horror found in Pinter's
plays was brought out with
atomic force.

You were repulsed by the
slow, deliberate destruction
of Stanley before your very
eyes; yet, this quiet, firm
force of evil had a strange
attraction. Director Knight
had his cast so skilltul in
their . characterizations that
they mezmerized the audi-
ence and riveted your atten-
tion every minute the cur-

|
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plays
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The University of Michi."

l]mg on Wednesday, Aug. 3.

Democrats to Have Busy Week
Farmington Democrats will [ ber of 'public officials and
be busy during the next|candidates for office.
week. The Farmington Dem-] The Aug. 3 meeting will
,ocratic Club's annual family feature a discussion on “The
! picnic is scheduled for Sun-| Future of Farmington: City
rday, July 31 to be followed|and Township.” The mayor
¢ the regular monthly meet-lof the City of Farmington
jand supervisor of Farminge
The picnic is scheduled, lon Township have been ine

gan  Summer Festival of from Ito 6 p.m. at the home, Vited to give the views ot

‘Missallance™ fairly
ated with Shavian
Winter's Tale"
freat  still was
“Earico IV": provided an
evening of intellectual exer-
cise: and  “The Birthday .
Party”
high point of the summer
season.

One final note: the Easiern
Michigan Plavers will be,
opening July 28 for a four|
night run of “Thurber's
Carnpival." 1f you've never
visited the EMU players ini
the summer, you're missing'
a pleasant evening under the
stars since their productions
are done outdoors. If it rains
as it usually does on Satur-
day night, they take the pro-
duction into their air-condi-
tioned Quirk Theater,

A few seats remain for the
Saturday matinee of “South

tain was up. Pacific” at 2 p.m. in the air-

Dan Lemax’s appropri- |conditioned Franklin High.
ate design of |These seats are not reserv ed.
the boarding -

house lddod greally fo the
effectiveness of the play.
Even the short sound ef-
fect in the third act (pull-
ing away of the car} wes
perfect. Perfection in all
areas was the hallmark of
this superb summer U of
M Production.

Elizabeth Wernette, David
Holguist, Mark Metcalf, Su-
san Reynolds, Donald Harms,
and Frederick Coffin deserve
special recognition for their

Frog:

ful job. “The Birds”

next ycar the '. i
Ypsilanti Gr:ek Theater | 4 The push ;; :d‘ Lot “’x::r’vlh‘: ‘:5
A rT:;f titor for thakeJy ery l;dl Y:n
and do a more faith-| carson “Tonight” shyw} Both{ —the reason’s obvious—
Wak 2, ABC and CBS gred for| they in. Nuff said.
some time tn compefg pgainst| ARC-TV just picked up 18
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The rival nets ha

ture films, mainly dye
growing scarcity of
Hollywood hits. CI
ing details under
this point but ABC
edly after Joey
host a hopefully h
low-up to the |
strain. Rl
Meanwhile, Westingouse
continués to syndicafe fMecv
Griffin into a numbey 8 tup
markets across ihe* L

recent Columbia films for
netwnrk showing next sea-
son. For the bargain price of
only $350.000 per picture you

.[100 can entertain your friends| ——

and The
ford Incident And that
beats home movies of the
family.

The exploding tape cart-
ridge market which we point-
ed out some time back in
this column, came to full
light in Chicago last week
with the annual NAMM
(National Association of Mu-

The sudden e
large audience as
the Paar-Carson corff¥ge has
imade the time-stot trac-

;tive to advertisers ﬁa& the
"nets could end up With the
Ila(e—mghl:rs as thein gggest
battle ground in th¥ Zating
'race. At Jeast it (ImuIH rove
‘more interesting |h‘n mon-
sler movies or “,\Ir
runs.

of a
n by

i1t L't very of
' we fake time fo
ares—malnly becajg
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that. There is =
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SPECIAL KIDDIES' MATINEKE

HERMAN'S HERMITS
“HOLD ON"

MATINEE

TUES,, WED,, THURS.

DOORS OPEN 12:45
ONE SHOW

——— Plugeeee e
“TIKO THE SHARK"

MNAL XA

“LIGHTED PAVED FREE PARKING”

YMOUTH Cor. Farmington Rd.

ALL SEATS 50¢
OUT 4 PM,

GA 7.0400; KE 4-6400

excitement onstage: i
' rarely seen in & n
{ and coming act. Pufh
! the excitement caind by
the Checkmates, S LTD—
current headliner{J a the
Gay Haven. NuncE Wilson

caught their adya the
Sands in Las Vegsd and
" signed them 1011" por-

sonsl managemet

-tdrawback at this

sic

Highlight of the show was
the tremendous interest and
emphasis on tape cartridge
displays.

N6 less than 40 top manu-
facturets are now in the pic-
ture, with everything from
portable unils to huge home
slereo consoles. Bizgest
moment
seeme to be the lack of stand-
ardization among tha differ-
ent manulaclurers. Some are
four track, others eight.

Most requirs specific
1ype of cariridge which s
not compatable with other
manufacturers’ units. It's
like having records which
come in twenty different
speeds and sizes. Best bet
is that within two years
the eight track RCA-type
cartridge will become the
standard. Also in the
works is a fast-forward
and selecior which enables
the user 1o select any song
in the LP at any time and
to play it over immediate-

ly if he so desires.
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characterizations.
Their acting was truly mag-
nificent and showed evidence
of genuine understanding of

most Thespians.

Nafe Katter, who did
such a brillant job acting

the lead role in the U of M

production of “Enrico IV,”

has moved fo the back of

the theater and donned the

director's robes. Nafe
doing "Blithe Spirit” which
will open Aug. 3 for a five
day run.

Attends Conferen
Robin  Spjeldet, , of
23954 Colchester, Farming-
ton, participated in the ann.
ual Cecchelti Ballet Confer-
ence at Michigan State Uni-
versity.

A total of 114 students re-
ceived instruction from out-
standing ballet teachers from
throughout the country. The
conferance was co-sponsored
by the Cecchetti Council of
America and the MSU Col-
lege of Education.

Named Trusice

a play that could mystify i

Lee Hills has been elected
to the Board of Trustees of:
the Founders Sociely Detroit}
Institute of Arts to fill the'
vacancy created by the resig-
nation. of Lawrence A.
Fleischman.
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"MARV POPPIN"'
Jehn Werne
"DONOVAN'S REEF” .

Yooy Rentotl
7 FACES OF DR. LAD”
PA 1-2100

LA PARISIEN
Ford & Middlabett Rés.
NOW SHOWING
Ehzabeth Teyier
Richard Burten
WHO'S AFRAID OF
YIRGINIA WOOLF?"

Advarca Tickets on Sale
at Bexaffxe

PLYMOUTH

ART Theatre
Ph. 4535094
West of Moin on Penniman
NOW! Adults 75¢, Kids 35¢

has been unusually,of
high in quality this year.' Shpiece, 25708 Westmore:
intll-
“The | and between Middlebelt and |
while not | Orchard Lake Rds. The affair |
adequate: | 1S expected to attract a num- cammunit;

has been casily the!

|

\

'
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|
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Mr, their respective mmmumhm.

The meeting will be hvld
at the Cily National Bank,
10 Mile and Orchard Lake
Roads in the air-conditioned
room.

and Mrs. Harold:

land, south of 11 Mile Road

AIR CONDITIONED '

(s PENN el

Plymouth, Michigen l 0
One Wask Weds,, Thru, Tues., July, 21—Aug. 1}
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PLEAST NOTE:
WED. A THURS. MATINEF — ONE SHOWING
STARTING AT 1.00 F.M, OUT AT 3.30
NIGHTLY SHOWINGS ~— 6:45 and 9.18 '
SAT. & SUN. SHOWINGS — 1:45 - 4:15: 645 9:15 . !

COMING
“GLASS BOTTOM BOAT"
“BOY, DID | GET A WRONG NUMBER" :
“THE TEN COMMANDMENTS"

DEARBORN

DRIVE IN
THEATRE
FORD AOAD BETWEIN TELTGRAPH AND INKSTER

The STARS you want to seet...
The MUSIC you want to hear
The LAUGHTER you want ta enioy
AGAIN AND AGAIN! ;
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DEARBORN Thixier
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(hey came. the qur bmthers.
their eyes smoking
and their fingers itching...
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' DIcK
VAN DYKE
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'HE MOST

STORY IN VEARSI

He drank and kiled and loved
and never forgot, how to hate!

CONTINUOUS
SHOWINGS DAILY
FROM.12:00 ROON
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BARGAIN PRICE
MONDAY

THRU®
FRIDAY

50c TIL 1 PM.

ng@imema Il

Starts WEDNESDAY!
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