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Contentment Connected

To Razor Strap?

When the casualty lists from the war in
Vietnam are ani from time to time,
we are told the number of men who were
lost in action, the number of men who wers
tnjured and the number of planes that were
lost. These are tangible things.

What they fall to tell are the intangible
losses we have suffered such as:

1—Loss of contentment in our way of
life.

2—Respect for law and order.

3—Breakdown of our moral standards.

As a result of thesa losses we have be
come a nation of Jittery people reaching
lnewpeckln-alﬂshnmlonumedo!
every man for himself and the devil take
the hindmost. And with this change has
come 1 new generation of young folks who
are helping o build up a ghastly erime
wave across the land.

With each new wave comes the cry,
“What's wrong with the young folks of
today?" At the same time an attempt is
made ‘to supply the answer by telling our
selves, “The youngsters are not entirely

to blame, it ls the parents who are delin-
quent and must be blamed.”

Few of use stop to realize that we are
reaping the harvest from the seeds sown
in an atmosphere brought about by un-
wanted and unpopular wars and that in
such an atmosphegs we have traded cons
tentment for jitters and fear.

Few of us stop to realize that we are
generation of young folks—thesa so-called
i ge hell raisers”’—were born since

the hydrogen bomb was dropped on
Hiroshima. From the moment it was
.dropped we have lived in a world that
could be obliterated by one simple little
mistaks that would touch off an atomic
war,

First it wax the "police action” in Korea,
then the fracas in Laos, and next the “of-
for to aid the South Vietnamese" that
have kept us on edge , . . living in fear.

In an atmosphere such as this, young
folks have a tendency to ask, “What does
life hold for me?” In many cases, borm of

Citizens, Look To Source

There comes a time when elected offi-
cials should sit down and evaluate some of
their actions that ate causing valued em-
ployes to leave Jobs rather than take the
ridicule and public criticism that has come
out of too many open meetings of the gove
ernmental bodies in recent months.

The point at hand comes after the
resignation of Kenneth Fisher, longtime
police chict of the City of Plymouth, who
ends 25 years of service to that community
by retiring at the relatively young age ol 4T,

It was the fourth resignation of a
depariment head in Plymouth in a period
of less than two years. The wave started
when City Manager Alber: Glassford,
who had served for 16 years, quit io
accept a position at Albion.

Then followed in succession City Clerk
Richard Shafer, Superintendent of Public
Works Joscph Bida and now Fisher. Al
though members of the City Commission
witl be the first to say it isn't true, all re-
signed because of harassing tactics by the
Commissioners and because they were held
up to public ridicule in open meetings.

It must be qualified that all members
of the Commission have been guilty of these
harassing tactics, only a few are involved
but the others have allowed the incidents
to take place.

Some Plymouth Commissioners will
take the time to point out that they had
known for more than a year that Fisher
planned to retire when he completed his
25 years of service and became eligible for
& pension.

That could be true enough since the em-
barrassment of the popular police chief
started well before that time and he had:
been fed up well in advance of last week's
rnnouncement.

Perhaps these same Commissioners will
answer the question of why should a police
chief resign at the age of 47 to accept a pen-
rion which he can't start collecting until
the age of 80—that's 13 years away. Mean-

parents who engaged in defense work from
the time of World War 1f, with lLittle heed
to building a modern home, these young
Yolks have not enjoyed the right type of
environment from the start.

The young boys know, too, that sooner
or later, they will be called to service and
their life plan interrupted. So, they adopt
the attitude of “having a good time before
I go to the Army.” Now, get groups of them
together, and it isn't very long until you
have groups that toss aside any respect for
law and order and they engage in activ-
ities, — simple enough at the start — that
lead to crime, 83 their way of “having a
good time before 1 go.”

This is not to mean that the actions of
the young folks are to be shrugged off.
The present condition s deplorable, But
the point is simply this—the present gene-
ration is not wholly to blame. They are
products of a people that were forced to
swap contentment for the jitters,

Is there a solution? What could it be?

An honest and Just peace In the present
unpleasaniniess In Vietmam would start
1o turn the iide back fo contentment.
When the threat of war und an atomic
holocaust 13 zemoved we will return fo
having a greater respect for law and
order and a way of life that will stamp
out selfishness.

And with this would come a new genc:
ration not bent on “having fun before I
have to go to the Army."

In the meantime, what is the solution?

Eternal vigilance. We must keep watch
so that the young folks don't wander away
from the straight and narrow and we must
try, by example, to show the way.

One wonders, sometimes, it our mod-
emn techniques aren’t to blame for our
troubles. For instance, the electric shaver
has tossed the old razor strap into the
limbo of forgotten things. And it was the
razor strap that played a leading part in
raising youngsters in times past.

Perhaps, we have out-smarted ourselves.

‘ —W. W. EDGAR

while, Fisher has nothing ahead but to look
for another job between now and Feb. 1
when his retirement becomes effective.
He isn't a wealthy man. He could ill-
alford to retire with a daughter in her sec-
ond year at Michigan State University and
a son in his senior year at Plymouth High.
But the fact remains that he did retire be-

—_

11 Days To Register

Editorial Creates Concern

Editor:

I was very concerned over
the comparisons which were
drawn by W.W. Edgar in his
recent editorial comparing
City administrative salaries
with those of the school dis-
trict. It the purpose in mak-
ing this comparison was to
point out how poor the city
is, then the comparisons are
irrclevant. Mr. Edgar might
better have compared City
administrative salaries to
those of other cities of our
population size.

The Citizens Research
Council made this compari-
son in their study of Livonia

in 1962. Their report made it | Edis

quite clear that salaries and
city services were low in
Livonia as compared to 11
other cities of our approxi-
mate population. -

I, on the other hand, Mr.
Edgar hoped to convey the
impression the school admin-
istrators were overpaid and
did not earn their salaries,
then this just is not true.

Administration of a city
or school district the size
of Livonia is a monumen-
1a] task and few adminis-
trators know regular office
hours.

The school district Tong
agro realized, and planned for,
the need to offer good sal-
aries in order to attract and
retain qualified administra

tive personnel. Cil}\salaries
remain bohind largely for
lack of funds and our old be-
liet that you are in govern-
ment because of your dedica-
tion. The council has failed
many times to provide funds
either to raise salaries of
provide funds to create badly
needed administrative posts.
The fact that the Mayor and
other city officials are gross-
1y underpaid could have been
well illustrated without cast-
ing aspersions on the school
officials.

Mr. Edgar’s editorial points

Att: Westland Voters
it

It you have never voted,
registered to vote in the City
of Westland or the former
Township of Nankin or have
neither voted or continued
your registration in the last
two years, you must register
with the City Clerk in order
1o vote in the important Nov.
8 election. You must register
by Oct. 10. .
Regardless of your party
the Democratic Party of
Westland will help you regis-
ter to vote—just call one of
the phone numbers listed
721-1399, 4250762, 7223336,
425-2597, 728-1434, 7213131,
721-3078. Don’t miss your
vote.
WILLIAM H. BANUSH

JOHN F. MARKES

out to the discerning reader
how far the City has fallen
behind the school district in
tax revenues. The school dis-
trict has always supplied the
strong leadership necessary
to inform the voter of the
schoo] needs. There has been
no leadership of this “kind
from either the administra-
tion or the Council. Those of
us who have worked for
every school millage, bond
issue and parks proposal have
just had nowhere to turn for
the leadership necessary to
press for inoreased city serv-
ices. When some valiant City
official wishes to step for-
ward and make the needs of
the City known and to press
for increased tax revenue for
the City, I, for one, will Iend
my full support 1o him and
his eause.
PHYLLIS MURCH

+ Livonia
Ed. Note: Did it ever oocur
Murch, when
City offi are paid full-
time salaries, as our school
adminisirators are perhaps
they could lend themselves
to “leadship” as opposed to
just administrating. Incident-
ally, it was the dedication of
the Mayor of the City of
Livonia to make known the
nceds of the park proposal
to the City of Livonia—and

this is fact.

cause he could not longer take the necdling
he has been subjected to in the public meet-
ings of the Commission. |

All ‘of which brings up the point 4
that perhaps it's time for elected ofti- |
cials fo remember that city employees |
aren’? animals. They are human beings
Just like everyone else and they shouldn’t
be subjected o ridicule anymore than
any other worker at any business, indus-
fry or financial institution.

In the case of Plymouth, the Commis-
various departments should go through the!
is a City Manager hired to handle the city's
affairs. He has charge of all departments.

about the i of the

Ombudsman:

1
various department should go through the
City Manager. ’ .

It the Individual Commissioner feels
he must hold a department head up for
ridicule, then there is such a thing as 2
meeting with the City Manager and the de-
partment head to register these complaints.

It shouldn't be in a public meeting with
the public listening in. But perhaps there
are those who feel there is some publicity
1o be gained by sounding off in front of the
citizenry.

It may get some publicity at the mo-
ment but it should be evaluated against the
adverse publicity when one department h
head after another calls it quits and goes'
Into private industry or accepts a position
with some other governmental unit.

No municipality can afford to lose men

Re: Wi g of Sheldon
Road o five lanes in the
area of the new Ford plant
nerth of Plymouth.

Are there plans to create
an overpass for the railroad
which is just north of West-
ern Electric Company and
for pedestrian crossings near
Bird School and the Junior
High?

It a railroad overpass and
pedestrian crossngs are not
part of the widening of the

OMBUDSMAN

(A new feature in The Observer Newspapers —
we will do our best to be a go-beticeen, a red-tape
cutter as the name indicates. When you have exhausted
all other measures on a problem swrite to us (keep it
short, please) and wce’ll see’if we can help. Yes, John Q, you can fight
city hall — rcith your owxn Ombudsman!)

road, then it seems clear that
the widening o f Sheldon
Road is not for increasing
tratfic flow, but: 1—A means
1o provide five lanes of street
parking for hundreds of cars
awaiting the tortoiselike
crossing of trains. 2—A more
spacious paved area where
children have room to dodge
cars or where drivers can
take better aim on the tots
attempting 10 scurry from
side to side.

WILLIAM G. CASE

Plymouth

with years of experience during these tur-
bulent yesrs, particularly no municipality
can afford to lose four of its top men in less:
than two years. i
RT.T. |

OPEN FOR 'LUNCH
11:30 AM.3:30 P.M.

DINNER
5:00-11:00
Closed Sundays

* ok k kK

GL 34300

41661 Plymouth Road
PLYMOUTH,
Michigan

Hillside @
|

Inn |

® Luncheon Buffet |

Luncheon Butfet s
Served Daily In Our

New Jacob Room
Featured On The Buffet—

Fried Chicken, Shrimp, N

Herring en Cream,
Prime Roast, and 40 other
taste tempting dishes

LUNCHEON BUFFET IS SIRVED
FROM 11:30 TILL 2 — $2.43
MONDAY thre Fridey

N aturally Yours

Wizard of Foods

) Dear Mr. Case:

You are right, Mr. Case.
‘There are no plans for an
overpass, except under Shel-
don Road north of RR. to
Five Mile. There will be two
lanes of traffic in either di-
regtion on Sheldon with a
left turn lane in center. For
complaint purposes call Al
Barbour, WO 2-7670. He is in
charge of this phase of plan-

ning.

OBSERVING
the Scene ...

By MYRA CHANDLER

The most interesting theory was broached by s New
Yorker in Detroit the other day to talk to the Sodety of
E?gl‘::;" about an incident that happened in December
of .-

It concerned five fighter planes that had just dis
appeared without trace or clue, Subsequently a search
flane with 15 aboard also disappeared in the same general
area—near Cape Kennedy where the Government chose
to come and go into space,

A radio report, just befors the five planes were
apparently “swallowed up,” indicated something strange
was happening and all mechanism was out of kilter.
Now the inference and tha Investigation of this New
York writer, was, of course, ouber space people claimed,
rescued, spacenapped them, and the Government felt this
was a fact also, but had no proof, so said nothing.

He also broached the idea that if we, chose this partl
cular spot 10 Jeave earth's atmosphere it would be a logical
ﬂ'u, for our space neighbars to eater. But why haven't

ey ? N

1 didn't hear the end of the program o I don't kmow
what his theory was, but it occurred to me why in the
heck should they.

Certainly, (I am a believer in the little green men) if
they are so far advanced of us to be able to saucer in—
they certainly are more intellectually advanced than we,

Now, it follows, they have knowledge of energy tapable
of blowing themselves apart as we have, But apparently
they have advanced to the intelligence of peace on their
planet. .

Alas, we are far behind them.

1 sincerely believe our tirst atomic explosion and sub-
sequent testings have drawn them to “investigate us"—
and we are being observed.

- Can't you just see a routine assignment handed out—
"Kee»meycmnrﬂdlnnmd}unieuml!chquw
themselves up s0 we can change our charts”

I think with their super-listening devices they oam
judge our hypocrisy, and duplicity in government.

Parents living one way while mouthing something
clse to our kids.

Our greed for power, more money, and success, based
on personal recognition rather than accomplishment,

Our dack of real warmth for our God, our neighbors
and those of different religion and color.

‘What if they did turn out to be green—with webbed
feet? Well, who could communicate with & soul like that?
Who would want to? They probably can't make a sharp
buy in the stock market, shoot in the low 70's, or know
how to shift fouronthe floor. .

A philosophical telephone conversation the other day
with Weldon O. Yeager, head of the Workmen's Compensa-
tion for the State of Michigan on GOP politics, brought
the whole thing in focus for me. Weldon and I have always
had our differences under the GOP umbrella—sort of Jike
a junior Javilz and Goldwater. Weldon isn't as bad as
Goldwater and I'm not as good as Javitz, nevertheless,
we have not heard the same drummer.

But we did the other day—and he said it firat, Olten
in our perty the candidate is chosn by the powers-thai-
be based on his ability o win rather than his knowledge
and basic integrity. And hess powers-hat-be always
deny the helping hand.

This could be true with the Dem. party, too, but my
haunts have only included GOP arenas,

1 think a casa in point is Jack H. McDonsld, Way

Jast Spring at the Governor's Task Force convention

1 persuaded Elly Peterson to talk 1o Jim O'Neil who said

he would only run for Congress if he was assured the

parly would not object. They did. They had Jack picked
out becauss they thought he could baat Billle S, Farnum
over Richard Kuhn.

So they made their bet. To me Billie S. Farnuswis
far better qualified than Jack M. McDonald.

Billie Farnum and Jack McDonald both are liberal,
they both seck Democratic and labar help—but the real
difference is Jack H. McDonald is a neophyte in Governs
mental affairs coming from his father's excavating busi-
ness to be Supervisor of Redford Township—a job he
served to promote himself. He has litle experience in
state, fiscal, or foreign affairs,

While Billie Farnum has grown in State Government
all of his adult years; been Auditor General—and is cons

sidered a conservative in fiscal spending, Farnum's ability
was recognized his first term in Washinglon and he was
put on the powerful Appropriations Committee.

Regardless of party, I think it is time we started

recognising the worth of a man based on his ability and
the tims fo slart is now.

I want those little green men lo think we on earth
are worth visiting,

HONDA

Famous Chof and Fond Conauitant Wikl Be In $ur Shire Friday and Saturdsy

September 30th- October 1

Gome In Aad Taste-Test Laottiag New Qoarmet Groathens Iu the Nain Fanbly of Flss Fouls.

ZERBO'S HEALTH FOOD

34165 PLYMOUTH ROAD
GA. 7-3144

W, OF PARMINGTON ROAD
BLKS. L. OF WAYNI ROAD
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\ Complets Line of All bodals and Accemorios

Come In and See Our
FABULOUS FALL SAYINGS

P )
WE RENT MOTORCYCLE TRAILERS
kbbbt

CUSTOM PAINT §

JOBS only 8 5

¢ PICK UP AND DELIVERY

Just Say
Charge It

Wonderland Honda

SALES AND SERVICE
31840 PLYMOUTH ROAD
botwoen Merrimen ond Formingten Roods
Parkleg in Rear 261.0880
Opon: Moa., Wed., Fri, 9-9; Tuat., Thun, Sab. 96
BIST STRVICE IN TOWN — PICK-UP AND DELIVERY




