CURERLAAN

Township Incorporation

Next Monday, June 6, Farmington
Township voters are expected to go to
the polls and vote on the complex issue

. ot Incorporation of the Township into
a home-rule city.

We use the word “complex” because
the responsibiilties of the voters In this
election extend' far beyond a simple
“yes” or "no" vote.

The main objections to incorporation
have been that becoming a city would
jeopardlze the rural character of the
Township by bringing in more homes,
more children, more traffic, crowded
schools, air pollution and bjgher taxes.
These conditions will n ecessarily
be created by a city governmen{, town-
ship government, or any other Zovern-
mental factor — They are alre; actu-

¢ alities.

Thirteen years ago a run-down, but
picturesque farm existed where Kimber-
ley now stands, cattle grazed peacefully
on the site of the Our Lady of Mercy
Provincialate, beautiful orchards gave
up their harvest where 1-898 now roars
—These are but a very few of the many
changes that have taken place in this
short time.

During these 13 years we have listen-
ed many times to the same cry, “We
want Farmington to stay like it is!” —
and we coludn't agree more. We would
all like Farmington to stay like it is, but
we must be realistic. Farmington isn’t
what it was and it won't be what it is.
Unless we are willing to buy up and hold

_ all the vacant land, that land will be de-

¥ veloped. We will have mofe homes, more
children, more traffic, more taxes and
all of the problems that go along with
such growth — no matter what form of
government we have.

Every month new building plans are
being submitted to and approved by the
Township Planning Commission and the
Township Board., Just last week: three
more sets of plans for new subdivisions
were reviewed.

Voting for or against incorporatlon
will not in itself affect the growth of the
township. We must add the word “order-
1y” and ask the question, “How best can
the ‘orderly’ growth of the Township be
accomplished?”

The major reason put forth by pro-
ponents of incorporation is that incor-

- poration would protect the boundaries
of the Townsh'ip rom annexation of por-
tions of the ‘ownship by b

In Our Op
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ever be desirable? Some of the oppon-
ents of incorporation have stated that
we are not “ready” for incorporation.
Others have stated that incorporation
should be considered sometime “in the
future.”

This, we submit, is the major ques-
tion to be considered by the electorate:
It Farmington Township is ever to be
incorporated into a city, shouldn't it be
done now?

A great many people, whom we con-
sider to be the most responsible citizens
of the Township, have given overwhelm-
ingly of their time and money during the
past six months — on different sides of
the question, true — but nevertheless in
the interest of thelr community. These
people are to be commended for their
interest and efforts.

1f the Township is ever to be govern-
ed by a city charter, we would rather
see that charter written now — while
we have the advantage of the interest of
so many dedicated and responsible citi-
zens. We would rather see a charter pre-
pared- under th'c watchful guidance ?I
tl b of t t

e WO 0p
tees — while the information they have
gathered is still fresh and of practical
use — than to put our trust in a future
electorate which may or may not have
the same interest in their community.

The preparation of a charter brings
us to the two-fold responsibility of the
coming election. Voters who go to the
polls next Monday will have the added
responsibility of selécting nine charter

issi out of twentysix candi-
dates. All twenty-six of these citizens
who have indicated their willingness to
undertake the task of preparing a char-
ter are worthy of consideration in our
opinion.

Whether the voters are for or against
incorporation, we cannot over-empha-
size the importance of the basis for selec-
tion of the commission members. We
suggest that the commission should in-
clude, as equally as possible, members
who are active in Township government,
members who have served on the pre-
incorporation study committee, mem-
bers who have been actively opposed to
incorporation as well as those who have
favored it, members from one or both of
the two villages, members of both politi-
cal parties. and members of both sexes.
Consideration Ehould also be given to

and that ! ar-

who live in different
i of the T i

hical 1

tleularly of the industrial area needed
for tax base, would destroy the years of
work that haye gone into the preparing
’ ‘of a comprehensive plan for the develop-
ment of the Township.
Opponents of incorporation have tak-

en the stand that the possibiltiies of an- -

nexation are remote and that the threat
of annexation is not sufficient reason
for incorporation.

All other questions that have been ask-
ed during the past six months — ques-
tlons regarding taxes, services, regula-
tions, zoning and other matters — have
had the same answer: It depends upon
how the charter is written.

A “no” vote will most certainly settle
the Incorporation issue — for the time
being at least.

A “yes” vote, however, Is not so sim-
ple. We must re-emphasize that a “yes”

» vote will not automatically change the
Township into a city. A “yes” vote will
only authorize a charter commission to
prepare and present a charter which
must be accepted by a vote of the peo-
ple. The Township cannot become a city
until an acceptable charter is written®
and voted into effect.

A “yes"” vote carries with it the respon-
sibility of keeging informed on the con-
tents of the charter and being ready to
vote for or against that charter.

Will a township government be ade-
quate to meet the future needs of the
Township? We don’t know. Would a city
government be better for the Township?
It depends upon the charter.

Will incorporation of the Township
»

Biographical data on all of the candi-
dates, as well as their answers to ques-
tions asked by the League of Women
Voters, has been ~published "in "this
week's Enterorise. Several of the candi-
dates are qualified under more than one
of the above-mentioned categories; but.
by careful selection, candidates from all
of the categories can be included.

1t may well be that a commission will
be elected and have nothing to do — if
the incorporation question fails: but ev-
ery elector must consider that the incor-
poration question will pass when -voting
for the commissioners, and must assume
the responsibility of selecting a well-bal
anced commission.

As we see it, the questions to be con-
sidered by the voters are these:

1. Should the Township be incorporat-
ed into a home rule city at this time?

2. Should the Township ever be incor-
porated into a city; and, if so, would
it be better done now or in the future?

3. If T vote for incorporation, will I be
willing to follow through, keep inform-
ed, and vote intelligently on a charter?

4. 1f the incorporation question should
carry, which nine candidates would be
the best possible combination to prepare
a city charter?

After six months of public meetings,
debates, distribution of literature, news-
paper reports, and personal contacts, all
eligible voters in the T p should
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The Editors of the Farmington
Enterprise -and the Observer
of Farmington

Gentlemen;

On Tuesday evening, May 24,
a meeting of the citizens of
Farmington Township, took
place In the gymnasium of the
North Farmington High School,
to discuss “Pros and Cons” of
the proposed incorporation of
Farmington Township into a
city.

At that meeting, the follow-
ing question was asked, the an-
swer to which was not readily
available at that time. “Is it
more difficult for citizens of &
city to protect zoning than It
would be as a township form
of government?”

The answer to this question
is found at MS.A. 523 (the

Michigan Statutes Annotated)
also being Sec. 125.584 of the

compiled laws of 1943. The fol-
lowing provision is found —
“after the ordinance and maps
have in the first instance been

approved by the legislative
body of a city or village,
amendments or supplements

thereto may be made from
time to time as above provid-
ed, but In case a protest against
a proposed amendment, sup-
plement or change be present.
ed, duly signed by the owners
of 20 per-centum or more of
the frontage proposed to be al-
tered, or by the owners of 20
per-centum or more of the
frontage immediately in the
rear thereof, or by the owners
of 20 per-centum of the front-
age directly opposite the front-
age proposed to be altered,
such amendment shall not be
passed except by the three-
fourths (3/4) vote of such leg-
islative body.”

MS.A. 52963 (12) provides
that within 30 days following
the passage by the Township
Board a petition signed by 15
per cent of the persons resid-
ing In and owning property as-
sessed for taxes located in the
unincorporated portion of the
township may be filed with the
township clerk, praying thereln
for the submission of such or-
dinance to the electors residing
1in the unincorporated portion of
the township for their approval
or_rejfec

In Reva V-5 Townshlp of
Portage, (356 Mich. 381) the
court held that the right to a
referendum upon an amend.
ment to a township zoning ordi-
nance is clearly established and
the grant of the right of refer-
endum as to amendments s
valid and consti

These two sections clearly in-
dicate that It Is much easler
for residents of a township to
protect their zoning ordinance
than it is for residents of a
city. The only apparent safe-
guard which benefits eity resi-
dents, is the fact that 20 per
cent of one of areas as
above enumerated, may regls.
ter objections and if they do,
" (3/4)" instead
of a simple majority of a leg-
islative body of a city is re-
quired for passage. It is our
opinion, based on the statutes,
that township residents have &
distinet advantage in the af-
fairs of zonlng.

A SECOND question, which
apparently was not clariffed,
has left some township cltizens
wondering whether or not town.

‘shlpn are permitted to levy in.

come taxes.

Please be advised that only
cities may levy an income tax.

SA. 53194 (1) through
(109) provides
any city of the State of
Mich}gan may levy a 1 per cent
incostie tax on the lncome or
earnings of city residents and a
% of 1 per cent levy on the in-
come of pon-residents (town-
ship residents) on any income
or earnings earned in that par-
ticular city.

For further clarification,
there is enclosed hereln, a por-
tion of the October 1965 issue of
the Michigan Township News
which is self explanatory.
~1 would deeply appreciate,
through your fine public ser-
vice facilities, If you would con-
vey the contents of this letter
o your readers.

Very truly yours,
Joseph A. Parisi, Jr.
Executive Director

(Editor’s note: The Michigan
‘Township News item referred
to in the above letter states:

“The City Commission must
first adopt the Uniform City In-
come Tax Ordinance prescribed
by the legislature. Then petl.
tions must be signed by not less
than 10 percent or more than

20 percent of the registered vot. trul

ers asking for a city income tax
vote. If enough signatures are
obtained, a referendum must
be held. If more than half the
voters approve, the city would
have a city Income tax.') .

To the Editor:

During recent weeks, a num-
ber of desparaging remarks
have been made at public meet-
ings and in printed matter to

the effect that the Pre-Incor-

best Interests of the great ma-
jority of Township residents!
1 it should be remem.
bered that our Committee held
six public meetings during
which it actively solicited both
positive and negative factors
on the incorporation question.
We wanted to be sure we over-
looked nothing. When real neg-
ative factors could not be
found, even by certain people
who had opposed the move from
its very inception, these people
resorted to questioning motives
of certain Township officials
and sttacking personaljties.
THIS 1S INEVITABLY the
course such people take when
they have pothing concrete on
which to rest their case, They
merely oppose incorporation
(2nd progress) for the sake of
being negative. This fact
came very clear in an early
publication of the opposition
group which some of them
joined, which stated and I
quote: “Unlike the promoters of

. incorporation, we will not pre-

tend to be objective. We stand
to lose too much.”

The lack of objectivity of the
opposing group continues to be
very evident. Their recent pub-
lcations are packed with half

the voter. But I continue to be-
lieve that the voters of Farm-
ington Township will see
through the:

facts, pot falsehoods or emo-
tions,

I am proud to have been a
member of the Pre.Incorpora-
tion Study Committee, for I be-
ieve we have dane an honest

that the speed limits on 9, 10,
11, 13 and 14 Mile Roads are
65 MPH? "

Does it seem right that Hag-
gerty, Halsted, Drake, and oth-
er roads also have areas where
it is 65 MPH?

» How many people will be
killed at poorly lighted locations
on the road at night?

As a City we could move im-
medlately to remedy these situ-
atlons, as a Township we must
accept what the State or County
permits.

It you fail to Vote Yes on
June 6 you have failed to take
a big step forward in safety
for your family.

An Experienced Officer

To the Editor:
I read with some concern the

be- letter in last week's Enterprise

signed “A Senlor Citizen.” My
concern Is not so much for the
opinion rendered regarding
pools and auditoriums, because
the facts on this proposal speak
{for themselves. I do, however,
wonder what is to be gained by
attacking the proposal with
such rebuttals as suggesting
that swimming pools could be
used to 'Propagate Fish To
Help Feed The Poor.”

. My real concern is the some-
what  misleading statement 2s
to who the Jaycees are and
what role they play in-the com-
munity. Perhaps it would be
best to describe what we are
not. First, the Jaycees are not
a service club—although we do
much service work. Secondly,
the Jayceeg are not a “Politi-
cal Pressure” group—although
we are interested in good gov-
ernment. Third, the Jaycees are
not' “Junior Citizens.”” We are

We are extremely intercsted
in our children's education just
ag our fathers were inierested
in ours.

The paragraph that was quot-
ed from our newsletter was not
intended and in fact:did not
suggest that all senior ‘citizens
would vote *No™ on the propos.
al. We sald some and last
week's Enterprise! provod there
was at least one. ' -

We are sorry thatothis per.
son feels “A Lack-dF Apprecla.
tion.” We are confident that
most do not feel this way. And
we are certain that the very
fact that we are appreciative
is ope of the factors that en.
courages us to continue to work
for our community,

Sincerely, - ' -
Patrick M. Nowak
President —
Farmington Jaycees

The Farmington Jaycees
c-0 Dr. John H. Richardson
34069 Alta Loma
Farmington, Mich. 48024

Dear John,

The Farmington Area YMCA,
since its beginning in 1963, has
been anxious to serve the youth
of Farmington through the
YMCA aquatic program of pro-
gressive swim instruction, How-
ever, the lack of any indoor
swimming pool facllity in the
Farmington Area has curtailed
the amount of instruction that
could be offered to YMCA youth
members.

Some classes have been made
available through the Birming-
ham and Northwestern branch-
es on a very limited basls,
During the summer months, a
backyard swim inxnlclhm pro-
gram has been m:lde available

o 4

poration Study was b in ting th adult household heads and tax-
Dot k:l;j g;:u""' .lid v;“ issue to ﬂ:j: public!!! ¢ ;” le, ,;" educator:

“packed" pl who, p! executives, ucators,
(r‘:nm the outset, pvevzre highly Calvin F. OWP‘" lllum’u, tradesmen, and la-

biased in favor of incorporation
of the Township. For the rec-
ord, 1 wish to relate my per-
sonal experience on this sub-
Ject.

Last December when I was
approached about serving on
the Pre-Incorporation Study

asked what my feelings were
on the matter. Had they asked
me, they would have recelved
an emphbatie “I'm agalnst it."
1 had opposed incorporation In
1858 and nothing had occurred,
as far as I was concerned, to
change my mind since that
time. However, I decided that I
really ought to be completely
fair and objective, 3
much deliberation, I decided to

2
all, It would be
learn all the “pros” and
on the issue first hand
s0 that I could make an intelli-
gent decision.

WHILE I BELIEVE every
member of the Committee
should speak for himself on
thls, there certainly was no in-
dicddon to me In our early
meetings that there was any
degree of bias in most of our
members, I felt we were com-
pletely objective In every phase
of our operations. As the facts
unfolded and the advantages of
incorporation became 50 crystal
clear, I could not help but re-
verse my “‘pre-conceived” feel-
ing on the matter. In all fair-
ness to the residents of the
Township, as well as to my-
self, I have concluded that In-
corporation is, by far, in the

way to
“Cons”

To the Editor:

As an interested citizen in
Farminglon Township and &
Law Enforcement Officer, I
feel the public should be Ia-

rers, and we accept at least
our ghare of the' responsibility
o make this community a bet-
ter place In which to live.

The Jaycees are young men
who are in

formed of the of the

As a Township, .your police
department cannot change
speed laws, lower them, or in-

stall traffic signals at danger--

ous intersections. We would
like to do this but can only
make recommendations to the
State or County road commls-
sions as the case may be. As a
City we could make our own
rules.

If we were a City, we could
set safe speed limits as we de-
sired, we could install traffic
signals at intersections such
Middlebelt and 13 Mile Rd.
(for example). Who believes
that 45 MPH is a safe speed
in front of Junjor and Senior
High Schools? It should be 25
MPH, at least when school is
in session.

A City can pass rules and
laws on bicycle safety, licens.
ing and enforcement.

A City can pass their own
tight rules on dogs running at
large. At present the County
has an animal shelter — have
you ever seen a Dog Warden?
Probably not!

Here are many other safety
enforcement steps that a City
can take that a Township can-
not. You invested $15000 to
$85,000 in a home—are you will-
ing to risk a few dollars to pro-
tect It and improve our local
speed laws? Does it seem right

Looking

.5 Years. Ago
JUNE 1, 1961
Equalized Valuation
The combined equalized valu-
ation for the City and Township

be aware of the issues; and, hopefully,
they will express their awareness by go-
ing to the polls next Monday.

N e
Teacher Negotiations - No Cause For Alarm

Last week's action taken by Farming
ton teachers regarding contracts for the
coming school year has caused consid-
erable concern among the citizenry
After further investigation we are pleas-
ed to have found that, appearances to
the contrary, negotiations between the
school admindstration and the FEA have
not broken down,

.* We understand that both the school
administration and the FEA. are eager
to come up with a'master contract
fore teachers disperse for the summer,
and three meetings have already been
scheduled for this week.

The FEA is to be congratulated for
seeking public attention for its story in
an orderly fashion, with the written set
of resolutions that was presented to the
Board of Education on May 23. The
schgol administration also s to be con-
gratulated for'lts willingness to meet at
anystime and as often as necessary, out-
side of school hours, for pegotiations.

e flrst of many meetings took place
February 8, almost four months ago;
and we think the community has a right
to know why It took until May to pre-
sent salary demands. Timing seems to
be the thing that's out of kilter, The

re-
- ‘liminary operating budget for the 1306-

87 school year was presented publicly at
the February. 14,. Board of Educa

meeting and a revised budget was
sented at the March 14 meeting. Since
salarfes account for more than 85% of
the total budget, it would seem logical
to have had negotlaﬂcm on this subject
at the top of the priority list as far as
timing goes,

In cnoosing the FEA as a bargaining
unit, teachers indicated that their image
as professionals was important to them.
To keep bargaining at a high profession-
al level, we hope that they will recognize
that negotiations must not be carried on
at the expense of the school day. Nor do
we belleve that any teachers should use
his or her captive cl di

week actlvities,
‘ El

of F as released this
week by the State of Michigan,
shows an increase bringing
total figure close to the billlon-
dollar mark.
Accldent Free

The City and Township of
Farmington both enjoyed an ac-
cldent-free Memorial Day Holi-
day weekend inspite of one of
the heaviest volumes of traffic
ever to use area roads.

uled to receive diplomas ln
Commencement Exercises at
Our Lady of Sorrows High

Baek in

10 Years Ago

The Farmington branch of
the Michigan Secretary of
State’s Office was moved this

“week to the Gerald Grace In.

surance Agency in Farmington.
Poppy Sales
American Leglon, Groves.
Walker Post 346 of Farmington,
officlals announced this week
sales of Popples is expected to
raise about $1,000, several hun-
dred dollars more than what
was realized from the Poppy
Sales last year.
Clvie Flickers
Robert Taylor and Brisn Don-
levy are starring this week in
the movie, “Billy the Kid", .at
the F Civic Theater.

School in F
- CHS Graduation

A total of 88 will receive di- .
High

plomas from Clarenceville
School during Commencement

Nears

June 2 is the final day In
which to register in order to be
able to vote in the June 12
School Election.

Certify Petitions

Floyd A. Calrns anno

week {bat petitions from prop-
erty owpers In the southeast
portion of the Township re-
questing the establishment of &
Special Assessment Water Dis-
trict_have been checked and
cel 5

the Files

15 Years Ago
MAY 31, 1381
New Junior High
Preliminary plans for the new
new junior high school in Far-
mington were presented to the
Farmington School District
Board of Education at their
regular meeting Monday night.
The building will be construct-
ed on a site between Farming-
ton Road and Orchard Lake
Road on 12 Mile Road.

New Lions Club Head

Charles Quigley was elected
President of the Farmington
Lions Club for the 1851.52 year.

. Falcons Win Again

The Farmington High School
baseball team defeated their
neighborhood rivals, the Clar
enceville High School Trojans,
for the second time this sea-
son, 8 to 1, in a game played
last Friday. Art Olson was the
winning pitcher for the Fal-

cons. Olson was relieved in the

Nuse, in order that both of the
burlers could see action in the
rout.

on which to air the cause of professfon-
al negotiations.

Meanwhile, nobody should be pushing
the panic button. What is hagpenlni in
Farmington, in our opinion, is a reflec-
tlon of what is happening all over the
state as a result of last July’s amend-
ment of the Michigan Public Emrloyee
Relatlons Act by the state legislature.

For everybody’'s peace of mind, we
urge the FEA and school administration
to arrive quickly at a realistic contract
—one that will Improve salary and em-
ployment conditions for teachers, yet
not lose sight of the school district’s to-
tal financial picture.
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training through community de-
velopment. We are proud of our
record in the community. This,
year alone we conducted neatly
60 different projects utilizing
over 14,000 Jaycee men - hours
and we hope to do more in the
future (among" these projects
was 3 special party for s
citizens),

As to our involvement In the
public schools, let me answer
with a question. I the young
families who pay taxes, raise
children, .and_ have a deep and
sincere.- interest In education.
and our communities shouldn't
get involved in the public
schools — Just Who Should?

y a
residents. The success of this
program in' the numbers served
gives evidence of the need for
year round indoor swimming
facilities.

THUS, POOL facilities in the
Farmington schools would
greatly enhance year-round
swimming instruction for
YMCA members as the pools
could be made available to the
YMCA on a rental_basis.

The YMCA as an organiza-
tion dedicated to" the gro
and development of youth and
familles would look to swim.
ming pools as an additional pro-
gram tool to serve not only its
own members, but also to
make available the opportunity
of swim instruction to all mem-
bers of the community.

Sincerely, o
' 'David R. Comfort

C. Day Morris
Farmington Area YMCA
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Cones .....,

@ Pure Maple Walnut 9%¢
@ Batter Pecan 99c
@ Pure Vanilla 85¢

Was:

* FIRST IN PASTEURIZATION
® FIRST IN HOME DELIVERY

® FIBST CLASSIFIED GRADE A

NOW ANOTHER FIRST . ..
... FARMINGTON DAIRY OFFERS
FIRST QUALITY,
OLD FASHIONED ICE CREAM
(Made from Recipes More Than 44 Years Old)

Half Gallons . .. 89¢ & 99¢

@ Orange Sherbet 83c

ER 19212

}

R

.. 15¢ ... 25¢

@ Chocolate 89¢
@ Chocolate Chip 8%¢
@ Orange Plneapple 8%¢

dining room.

DINE WHERE QUALITY COMES FIRST

We pride ourselves on the quality of all the foods
we serve, either In our lunch reem or ln our mais

You'll enjoy prompt, friendly service In a qulet and
{riendly atmosphere whether you stop in for a lunch
or a full course dihner.

| garmingfon %ai%'




