Early Railroad Stopped in Area

Farmington wasionce a stop
on the undergroond railroad
which transmitted run-away
slaves north to Canada and a
life of freedom,

A search of the old files of
the Farmington Enterprise
turned up a [ront page story
in the May 30, 1924, lssue on

¥ the underground ri in
Oakland County.

‘The atory comes from apaper
written by a Mrs. LilllanDrake
Avery for presentation at the
June 3, 1015, meeting of the
Michigan Pioneer and Histori-
cal Soclaty,

An editor’s note relates that
Mrs, Avery was born and edu-
cated In the Village of Farm-
ington and prior to her marri-

Past Honors

Spencer Heaney
July 14, 1938 —In a gathering
\ featured by attendance of more
than 60 electors as compared
with oaly four or flve at annual
meetings in the past several
years, Spencer J. Heeney was
re-elected to the Farmington
No. 3 Schoot Board by a large
majority,

age In 1886 taught Inthe schools
of the Vlilage. After that {ime
she lived in Pontlac.

Mrs, Avery relates: *It would
not be surprising in thepresent
generatlon, but it is unexpected
to find that many of the people
who lived as neighbors and even
the famllies of the pecullar in-
stitution never heard of such &
thing. One man who was inter-

viewed expressed considerable =

astonishment that a railroad
could have been run under-
ground in Oakland county and
he did not know anything about
it. Whence was that railroad
anyhow?

“The lack of knowledge on
the part of the community, that
you would expect to know, oaly
shows how secretly the men
of that day worked. 'They not
only kept thelr own counsel at
tha time; but aven when thedan-
gor of paying heavy fines for
harbouring the runaway slaves
was past, and the black man
free, did they, except in rare
Instances, open thelr lips to
tell the part they had taken in
splriting the slaves away from
thelr masters.”

In all of Nathan Power’s jour-

nal tho underground rajlroad is
never mentioned, The oaly no-
tice of the Civil war is anentry
on Aug. 8, 1865, in which he
says:

*Was a day set apart by this
and adjoining towns to welcome
the soldiers home from the
terrible four years war. They
met In the Stephen Lapham Ma-
ple Grove. 3,000 peopls were
posed to be present. Good
order prexalled throughout the
meeting. On the part of there-
turning soldiers the welcome
was responded to by Colonel
Lee of Lanstng. An address of

{rom our town.*

In her paper, however, Mrs.
Avery relates that: *The prin-
clpal ‘station’ in Oakland County
was located at Farmington and
the conductor was Nathan Power
or ‘Uncle Nathan’ as he wis
universally called. Associated
with him were his brothers Ira
and Abram Power, Ethan Lap-
ham, George Wilber, Abram
Moorc and Elisha Roberts, ail
Quakers and all closely coo-
nected by marriage. In only
2 few Instances have others
than the Quakers been found
helping the fugitives to free-

m.*

over an hour was listened to by do:

the vast concourse of people
from General Menico who ad-
vocated Negro Suffrage.

“So ends our terrible war in
Aprll, 1885 which has abollshed
slavery in our entire country,
It was done in a way tha South
chose and willed to have it in
an attempt to strengthen ft,
We feel that more has passed
during the four years gone by
than usually transpires in 200
years,  Russia liberated 23
million of serfs 1o 1861 which
had a peaceful influence agalnst
slavery the world over, The ball
is in motion to restore to man
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his every-
where,  Twenty-three young
men have been lost in this war

In another portion of her paper
Mrs, Avery states: *John
Power, .son of Abram Power,
remembers that in the old red
shed that stood back of thelr
house he sometimes got 3
glimpse of a black man. He
would see his mother coming
from that direction with a plate
and as no animals were ever
kept there he would ask her
what she bad been feeding. Her
evasive answers; the secret
conferences of his father and
Uncle Irz and the coming of &
load of hay or grain and the
disappearance of the occupant of
the shed, were mysteries that
were not solved except in the
light of later years.”

Area Group 'Four Tunes'
To Perform For Festival

The four boys graduated from
Farmington Senfor High School
In June 1966.

They were all members of
the fine sixteen voice singing
group, The Falconaires, dir-
ected by Mr, Feucht, which in
1963 woa acclatm for Farming-
ton In a national contest. Al
have been active participants’
in the Farmington High School
Choir and Boys GleeClubandin
the school’s various drama
groups.  All took part in the
muslcal, “Shangri-La®, written
by Brian Dates and directed by
Lee Peel.

All four played In last year’s
musical *Once Upon a Mat-
tress®, also tn each of the
annual muslc concerts since
thetr junior high school days.

Their activities tn the Fal-
conaires led them to form the
Four Tunes, Self-directed,do-
ing thelr own pl.unuw
adapting urnpm-n for
themselves, the
awarded first prue ln msm-
dent Councll sponsored talent
show in April at Farmington
High School,

‘Throughout the year they have
guests of several chapters
of the Soctety for the Preserva-
tion and Encouragement of Bar-
ber Shop Singing in America,
Jack Hinburn, of Conroy’s Mar-
ket, introduced the boys to this
organizaticn, They sing A Ca-
pella, In style, thelr numbers
range from romantic ballads,
apd spirituals to Barber Shop,
All plan to attend college in
the fall. Mark Foster will go
to Alma College, Michael Gre-
gory to Detroit Academy of
Arts, Dennis Moore, Albion
College and Harold Green to
Oakland Community. All plan
to pursue music and drama,
elther as a minor or as an
avocatlon,

‘They have appeared locally for
the Senior Citizens program.
Within the limits of thelr sum-
mer employment they are avall-
able for appearances, Organi-
was zations may comtact any of the
following numbers: Green at
476-2564, Foster at 476-8108,
Gregory at 474-2641 or Moore
at 474-9276.
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) CoIeA of California
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