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Rouge Flood
Project Needed,
Says McDonald

The danger of a flood on the
Rouge River and the need for
a federal flood contral pro.
«ram have heen cited by 19th
District Congressman Jack
McDonald, R-Redford.

Concern in Michigan about
spring floods has been height-
ened by the more than three
feet of snow that have fallen
this winter in urban arcas. A
number of rivers flooded about
20 years ago.

“WE'VE HAD prants to
fdeepen and widen the Rouge
from the Detroit River to the

People Here
Back DST--
Rep. Baker

Local pevple seem ta be “all
in favor’ of daylight saving
time, to State Rep.

Ford turning. basin, but it
should be done to Eight Mile
Road,” McDenald told the En-
terprise in an interview.

McDonald, former Redford
Township supervisor, said that
;when he was chairman of the
iWayne County Board of Su-
pervisors, he -had pointed to
the Rouge problem at confer-
ences in Washington.

And last. week, county offi-
'cials mentioned the Rouge at
,a Rivers and Harbors confer-
ence of public cngineers and
government officials in Wash-

ington,

“The flood danger could be
greater now than 1947,”
McDonald said. “The river is
so winding that water can't
escape. There, have been a
number of entroachmenu on
[the flood basin—that is, peo-
ple have filled in holes that
|the water could escape Into.

“And there has been more

Raymond L. Baker, R-Farm-
ington.

Baker said he's leaning in
favor of the law which places
‘all states under daylight sav-
g time for six months—from
April 29 to Oct. 29.

Federal law sels up DST,
but a state can exempt itself
by action of the legislature.
Sgnate bill No. 1 has been in-
troduced for that purpose.

DST WOULD advance the
clock one hour, giving an ex-
tra hour of daylight In the eve-
ning.

“It would give people a:

greater chance to use the out-
doors—to get in a game of golf
or go swimming," Baker told
The Enterprise.

He said practicaity all his
malil on the subject has been
in favor of DST.

Baker said rural legislators |
dend to oppose DST because
"farmpbrs' schedules are upset,
but lirban and suburban people
favor-if because it helps them
Ket out-of-doors.

Baker also announced that
he has been named chalrman
of the ouse conservation and
recreation committee.

In addition, he will serve on
the committees on liquor, in-
surance and youth.

streets and
'houses and shopping center
.parking lots. Now the water
‘goes direclly idto the storm
sewers and the river instead
|of seeping intg the ground.”
I Such a flood: control project,
he said, could benefit Farm-
ington even though the work
.would be donc only up to
Eight Mile Rdad.

THE FRESHMAN Republi-
can said he is the first Michi-
igan lawmaker to be appointed
lfo the House! Public Works
|committee m a number of
lyears.

“Realellully, the (Rouge)
iproject Is off in the future a
"few years. But I feel we're In
'3 betler position now to help
than in the past.”
| He said that!within the Pub-
llic Works Committee, he was
|appointed last. week to “the
four best subcommittees’
flood control, roads, highway
invmlgnuon :nd public build-
'ings.
| McDonald returned to the
||91h District late Wednesday.

He will be master of ceremon-
iies at a Lincoln Day banquet
Jin Detroit, receive a flag for
‘his office from the VFW and
appear next Wednesday eve-
ning at a Lincoln Day banquet
in Pontiac with Gov. Romney,
and depart for Washington
early Thursday.
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A small lad on hls way to

would give anylhlng to ha
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has lunch at home was blowing a farewell kiss to
her husband as she backed the car out of the drive.

the car and the house, and by the absolutely flab-
bergasted expression on his face, it was obvious tha!
he thought the gesture was intended for him, It

was one of those priceless moments wheh a person
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ACCUSED KILLER John Merlo, flanked
by township Chief of Detectives Russ Con-
Eazl Teeples tright),

way (left) and Det.

emerges from justice court here after his
arraignment Wednesday evening.

Merlo Brought Back

© John Merlo is in Qakiand
County jail today awaiting jus-
tice’ court examination next
Friday on the charge that he
murdered his estranged wife
on Jan. 6.

Merlo, 25, a factory worker
who has listed his address as
Niles, 0. demanded ppelim-
inary examination when dr-
raigned Wednesday _evening
before  Farmington Township

Property Taxes
Due Tuesday

Tuesday at 5 p.m. is the deadline to pay your property tax

bills without penalty.

City property owners have been billed nearly $1,187,000 by
the office of Mrs. Kathryn Cotter, and lownship residznts have
heen billed more than $4.957.C00 by the oflice of Mrs. Elise

Avery.

WINTER TAX bills cover cbunly. school district, and com-
munity college taxes. In addition, township residents pay their
township and library taxes. City resldenls don’t pay their city

laxes until summer.

roperty owners who wait umll Feb. 15 to pay will be

cha ged a 4 per cent penalty.
And those who wait unti

after \\iarcn 1 to pay will be

ch:rgea nct only the 4 per cent penally but interest and the
rate'of 0.5 per cent a month. And they will have to make pay-

ment at the Oakland County treasurer’s

s office in Pontiac, in-

steal of at the city or township treasurer's office.

Justice Byron Walter. An at-
torney will be appointed.

HE WAS returned Wednes-
day by township police after
he waived extradition in Phila-
delphia, where he was cap-
tured Jan. 20. His return had
been delayed by the East's
severe snowstorm.

At next Friday's justice
court exam, the caunty prose.
ciitor’s office will :&f to show
only (1) that a crime had been
committed and (2} that there
is reason (o belleve Merlo
should be held for trial.

If the prosccution is success-
ful, Merlo will be bound over
to Oakland Circuit Court [nr
trial.

Merlo allegedly shot his c:»
tranged wife, Sharon, .18, a
Redford Township resident,
while she was at work in an
Eight Mile Road beauty salon
about noon on Jan. 6. He elud.
ed police and a week later his
abandoned car was found in
Ohio. He was captured in a
Philadelphia bank where “he
reportedly attempted to make
a withdrawal.

ow MSU Can
elp Local

ov't. Study

e Peoﬁle in Farmington and all over Michigan

tend to want to form a government first, through an- |
nexation or incorporation of a city, and figure out how

to solve their problems later.

i & What they ought to be doing is planmng first the |
kind of community they expect to have, then organiz-
ing the governmenta] structure.

., ® There's lots of p]anmng going. on, in Farmington,

but the planning groups aren’t gettmg\ together,

Those are lhe impressions one forms atler
spending a morning with three men at Michi-
gan Slate University's lnistitute for Cammnn~
ity Development.

Their guidance will ba important to Fnrm-
ington’s local governmental future. The city,
the township;and its two, villages have fought
political wan over annexation to the city and
incorporation of the township; an election is
likely on whether a major part of the town-
ship will incorporate as a city. A Study Com-

They try to inform pmplc— But very frequent-
1y, people don't listen.”

Q. What kinds of groups should be repre.
sented on the kind of study committee that Is
getting busy,In Farmington?

A. Gibson: “Peaple who have an'interest
and are going to take an active role in the col-
lection of information and analysis, decisions
and follow-through process . The units
of government, the economic interests, educa-
tion and other aspects of the system in the

mittee on the Future
in Farmington has asked the MSU Institute
for Community Dcvelonmcnl for some: :n-
lightenment. |

(It's perhaps significant that, after meet-
ing with the MSU group, the former “pre-
s(ndy committee” dissolved and expanded
its

The last meeting of {he study
wac open 1o 'nearly all interested groups'ex-
cept the press. So The Enterprise traveled to
East Lansing to get acquainted with the Insti-
tute for Community Development — to find
out how it got there, what it is, who runs ll
how they can help Farmington.

We read their pamphlets, chatted mlormal-
ly, and finally conducted a formal interview
on the record. Here is what we found:

Q. What is this “Instltute for Community
Development"?

A. I's part of Michigan State University's
Continuing Education Service. Begun in 1058,
it is financed by grants from the W. K. Kel-
logg Foundation, university funds, private
grants and sometimes from what it earns un-
der contract {for the work it does. Its inter-
exts are modern urban problems — streets,
parks, - planning,” police and-other problems
which “threaten to engulf many local admin-
istrative unils established in the 19th cen

tury but madequalely equ:ppad to cope with

mid-20th century needs.”

Q. Who are the people in it?

A. Its professional stafl consists of two
dozen persons who spend roughly half their
total time with the institute, half teaching.
Director is Dr. Duane L. Gibson, a sociologist;
he has been directly m\'nlved in Farmington's
discussions. So has Edmond W. Alchin, a for-
mer county’ umullure agent and now a de-
velopment specialist, So| has Vincent Maran-
do. a political scientist. Others are geograph-

ers, urban planners, anthropologists, hlghw:y .

engineers, economists. |

Q. What do you do? |

A. Two basic things: One Is research and
writing on yarlous problems, some speific
(“The Detroit Income Tax"), some general
(Michigan Local Planting Commissioner's

[
i
i

|

jargon, is “an educational service that assists
a community in mobilizing its own human re-
sources, |denmylnx its! own problems und
working out its own solutions.” That's why it

"), The other, ito use the institute’s

to twa persons
each from the city,’ the township, ths two vil-
lages, the Board of Commerce, the Leazuz of
Women voters and the Jaycees.)

Q. You Indicated earlier that anlng(on
and many communities put the cart before the
horse — looking at governmental struclures
{clty, township, village, annexation). first as
an end fn itself rather than ss a means of
solving problems. Would you amplify on that?

A. Maranfo: “Very often, the problems
which a communily may face arc misrepre-
sented through their governmental structure.
We're concerned with looking hc)und Just
government,

“‘We do recognize, however, the lmmcdiale
threat of governmental proposals which may

- become exiremely difficult, at a later lime,

to reverse. If an annexation or incorporatjon
were to ocetr, this might juit add lo the gov-
ernmental situation, which is Just one facet
of the total community situation.” |

Q. You've stressed all along that it's im-
portant to get information first, and then look
for a solution about the governmental struc-
ture afterward. Specifically, what kind of In-
formatlon should the local study committee
be collecting?

A. Gibson: “Let me slart by saying thal,
in a situation of this kind, people often make
a deeision on the basis of a limited kind of
problem and in a short-range perspective. But
they're maing a decision that may last a
pretty long while, so they better see if thoy
can have some notion what kind of vehicle
they're building, not just for the next four
or five years but 15 or 20 years from now.
. “Thereforey the kinds of things we asked
them to Jook for are the things that lie well
into the future. There have already been,
as 1 said a few minutes ago, various kinds of
planning bodies to make these projections.
We believe there may very well be informa.
tion at hand, in on planning office or another,
that, would be useful to them.

“And we're talking aboul data on sheer

has been invited inf, F3 armington. ! population numbers. The ule to which the
Q. What Iul the Institute for Communlly Jand in the area is currenlly being put. The
\ 7 gfgﬁy‘gkyu:ger: a{;{,‘;‘dm‘;p: Development; done [or ofher towns? i trends in goVernmentalservices. The balance

. ’“sx A. It has|helped Benton Harbor with a

N l palice organization and training problem,
\-—! metropolitan{Grand Raplds with Negra lead-
N . ership and annexation problems, Pontiac with
urban renewal, Muskegod County with a plan-

of residential, commercial and industrial uses
and the diréction they're likely to go. Finan-
cing capilal improvements and cstablishing
regulatory. measures, measures which will
help to direct future growth and its location.”

weighing 40 pounds. :Next day
by a strange coincidence there
died at the same 200 a large
stork who had apparently up to
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then béen in excellent health.
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despite the recent snowy! terrain. She called the
post office to learn that his name is Herbert Gag-

ques from the oulslde world.

o
WE WATCHED :\V UVEQU(\L BATTLE between
(hree king-size crows and a red-tailed hawk, in the
Township the other day. Commry to what you are
who sailed majestically out of reach whenever he

felt like eluding his pursuers. As he merely soared

to be a definite human analogy here; the more flap-
ping and crowing, the Icss‘au:nmpluhed \lr Hawk
was a masterful miversary,

ANOTHER MRS. SUBURBANITE—Not she of the
“'cork” wrench, — was bemoaning the fact that her

could bear; he had two pneru of bologna, six white

ance. The crunching of the radishes in the middle
of the night constituted almost a psychodelic experi-
ence, and you know how |nerve-wracking they can

WHEN WE VISITED THE CONROY 'houschold
the other day to photograph some of Snlly: beau-
that he wanted to be in the picture; We were ull

any particular period. Hel may not show:up within
mera range, however, bemtm- he nbmlul(-ly re.

ry service

w that all along the route
to deliver (henr communi-

no match for Herr Hawk

crows were flapping and
ke maniacs. There seems
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t lunch. The other night,
more than the distaff side

b bun, washed down with
Fact any tummy disturb.

dog, Speckles, decidcd

eriainly aren't- confined to

by «Mrhy bereee

Township  firemen  worked
foue hours in sub-zero eold
rarly Wednesday morning to
extinguish tlames in the Mil-
1on V. Anderson home at 28239
Farminglon Road in Kendall:
wood Subeivision.

Paul Button, chief of station

Flre Wrecks TWp House’

No. 4, estimated damage at
$25.000 (o $30.000,

Cause of the fire was still
undetermined, Button said.
Damaged were the garage
and a 1966 auto, the family
room, kitchen, a small bath,
and part of the living room.

There was also smoke dam-
age to the bedrooms.

Mrs. Andersen called the de-
partment shortly before mid-
night. A dozen men from com-
panies 3 and 4 responded and
were on the scene until 4:15
am.

ning commission, the Upper Peninsula with
N5 interest in developing tourism.

Q. How do you get started in an area

A. By invitation of ailocal group. In the
past. the Institute staff had had contact with
Farmington - officials rnugh the Delroll
Metropclitan: regional Planning Commission.
In this spoeific case. the first contacl was
made by Dr. John Richardson temporary
chairman of the 14-member Study Committes
on Future Municipal Government in Farm;
ton. He had heard about the Institute through
his father, a.stalf member at MSU.

Q."What do you see as the nature of the
Farmington problem? | H

A. Gibson: “What is the most uppmplne
governmental structure for the Farmington
area? Should it have oné government or sev-
eral. and how should they be structured?,

Q. What kind of pllnnlnl do you xee in
Farmington how?

A. Gibson! “Over lh:‘ years, a- v-rle!y of
planning groups — govérnmental. quasi-gov-
ernmental, private !nlc(en groups — have
been trying to figure out what kind of fufurs
they want ta see in the: Farmington ared or
some segment of it that they might be con-
cerned about, This would include the cily,
the (uwnsmp, the two villazes, the county and
its planning [for the total area. and tho :De.
troit Metropslitan Planning Commission.t

Q. In other words, the:Information Is thre.
but it hasn't pulled together because groups
seem (o be going in different directions., not
paying any attention to éach other? ;

A. Alchin! That is cdrrect. in this sense:
Each group'is interested a pasition Ihat
they have established inrelation to the future
of Farmington. This pasition Is not being ¢om-
municated. The process:of gathéring this in-
formation and analyzing it will bring about a

greater undersiandiny.: some sharings of
values.” B
Gibson: “This isn’t a reflection on planning

bodies in the arza. They work very hard.

ing. .

Q. You also mentioned ealier information
on home building and income murcc\. 100, —
Is that correct?

A. Marando: “Yes. Looking at pupulnllun
figures, for example, if a cnmmuml}, is made
up of young marricd couples with families,
we'll expect them to want different things
from their igovernment than older, retived
people.”

Gibson: “1'd Jike to make this additional
comment that I didn’t make the night (Jan.
18) that w2 met wilh the group: |

“The size_and numbers of industries in
their area will have thgir consequences with
regard 10 the kinds of prople who might live
in that area. If you get onc kind of Industry,
you'll ‘have a populalion with one kind of
education and income base . IBear in
mind they'll have to sce thal snmewlu.-re peot
ple are nmJldea housing il they're [zoing to
wark in that)industry.”

Q. Once the information Is collected, wilt
you make recommendations? What |will the
1ole of your|institute be then?

A. Gibson; “We have indicated a willing.
ness to provide a falrly claborate outline of
the kinds of information which we think
people nunh} 1o have us they move loward &
decision on' the approuriate givernmontal
structure. |

“We have not committed ourselves for any-
thing beyonli that.

“The pattern we follow (if asked) Is talk
about lnlmpx ation and econsequence of one
alternative br another, and nat in terms of
*We think such-and-such a route wanld by h(’l'
for you people in the Farmington area.

Q. Hew long, realistleally, will it take the
study ('rmuqlllrl' to gather this kind of infor-
mation? '

A. Gibsorl: “In answer to the Braader ques-
tion == bryond fthe sheer patheri
da : il decision —

thing in the tluh-l of
halt ouzht 1o be taken




