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Observer Readers Write on Various Community Issues

For Presidem?

Editor:

I just wanted to try and|?
express my' lhou"ms on poli-

tlcians.

Now that Mr. Ferency has
retained his chairmenship of
the state Democratic party,
that same party can get to
the business at hand and look
at the real causes for the

November defeat.

The voting public deserves
a little credit for the results
at the polls and I hate to see
Ferency take all

Mr.
credit.

Incumbents have to do a
pretty poor job to be defeat-

the

ed. Voters do have some in-
telligence. Money, or the lack
of it, isn't the only answer
for hopeful candidates.

Mr. Ferency knows all the
problems in Michigan, in fact
s0 do I, however, like Mr.
Ferency 1 have no satisfac-
tory solutions.

Mr. Romney is in much
the same fix on Vietnam. He
can make many charges
against the President, but 1
have yet lo see or hear one
valid workable alternative.

Apparently Mr. Romney
doesnt give his November
supporters credit for having
many brains either,

He would have me be-
lieve that the Governor of
Michigan always goes io
Alaska and numerous other
states to speak on national
policy just to meet people.

1 personally don't consider
a half million plus margin a
“landslide” victory in a state
this size.

The November '68 election
should prove to, be interest-
ing with the pbssibility of
George Wallace and Adam
Clayton Powell running for
President.

I predict that by then Gov-
ernor Romney will have
made up his mind and Presi-
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dent Johnson will be re-clec
ted by the largest plurality
ever.
John C. Hicks, Jr.
Redford Township

[ ]
Year Round
School Answer?
Editor:

Last month, at the meeting
at Bentley High School in
Livonia ‘on Tax, Reform, a
member of the panel came
up with a proposal for spend-
ing reform. He rccommended
that we stop wasting our
schools'and teachers and put
them on a year-around basis.

He pointed out that this
proposal would not be with-
out problems, inconvenicn-
ces, and adjustments, How-
ever. the only alternative
would be continued high or
intreased taxes. He did in-
dicate that he and his family
would be subject to the same
problem as mine or anyone
clses as he has children in

both elementary and sec
ondary education.
James O'Neil, who is-a

member of the State Board
of Education, is also from
Livonia and therefore, I be-
tieve the Livonia School
Board should give his pro-
posal serious consideration.

This is one of the few al-
ternatives ever offered to the
taxpayers and if they should
say “no” to this spending re-
{orm proposal then they are
saying “yes" to supporting
increased taxes and have
made their choice.

MRS, GEORGE §YMONS

Ed. Note: A year ago The
Observer suggested this idea
and said all students could
be in school on an alphabe-
tical enrollment method.
Thus all “A’ s” would vaca-
in one period, and all
in another.

Why Not Two Tickets?
Open letter 10 Mrs. Robert
Fox. chaitman of Livonia
March of Dimes:
Having  re ed theatre
pa-ses yesterday I am sorry
to say I was sadly disappoint.
ed. Thinking that other moth-
ers might feel the same, I
talked to several asking their
opinion.
First of all, why were some

mothers given only one thea-

Now Open to the Public

BOB-0-LINK
GOLF COURSE

. Ted Taylor, mgr.
Fl 9-2723

RESERVATIONS AND
INFORMATION ON .

' PARTY FAG|L|T|ES

FOR GOLF AND SOCIAL
BANQUETS

ad. Enjoy the new

Call

i for .

e e

" 30B.O-LINK has been newly redecorat

dacor In air-conditioned comlort.

e e —
'BUSINESSMEN'S
LUNCHEONS

i 11:30 TO 2:00
Beommrree I | AT R

“COCKTAIL LOUNGE

0B-0-LINK

LGOLF COURSE

47666 GRAND RIVER
2 Miles Wast of Novi Road

FI 9-

2723

tre pass while others were
given two? Are you and your
committee sdying some moth-
ers marched longer or col-
lected more more than
others? [ don't see how! Why
tickets to a drive-in theatre?
Driving to 8 Mile and Schae-
fer is a long distance, don’t
you think?

We feel if you didn't appre-
ciate our efforts a bit more,
tickets should not have been
sent. We didn't march for the
dimer expecting anything,
but if credit was to be given
it should have been done

wilh some foresight. !

We are happy that{ you
have excceded last year's
goal for total funds collected.

Mrs. Frank Brandemihl
Mrs. James Morasky
Mra. Timothy Collins
Mrs. Lyle Mullin
Mrs, Keith Scrutton
Mzs, Relph Burdick
Livonia Marchers
ED. NOTE: Ladies, when a
copy of this letter arrived at
my desk there was a feeling
of shock (considered imper-
vious). March of Dimes is
worked by volunteers. Mrs.
Fox spends approximately
105 hours of her personal
time, without “recompense
other than knowing it is a
job well done. The women
who stuffed the tickets in the
envelopes were doing so late
in thé evening: toward the
end of the evening they were
running short and perhaps
there were a few who receiv-
ed only one ticket, It was not
intentional. Actually the pass-
es to the theatre are received
only because Mrs. Fox does
a selling job on the theatre
managers each year. They ro-
tate, If you really want to
know how petty your attitude
is"try being chairman next
year. !

[ ]
A ‘Crit’ on Paper
Edltor:

Haven't expresed any opin-
ions in a long time, however,
I have been keeping a close
watch on conditions as they
appear. | have to admit your
“Observing the Scenc” col-
umn i% becoming more toler-
ant and seems to get to the
heart of the problem under
discussion more directly and
expresses a more logical
view.

As always “Just Chattin”
is a real pleasure every week
and this column certainly is
a "Must' for the paper.

In last week's Issue I was
surprised by the “Mayor’s
Corner” column (subject —
firemen). This is undoubted-
ly the most common sense I
have ever heard His Honor
expound, and 1 guess for the
first time I have to agree with
him.

Inmy the gener-

Another issue popped up
this weck, the moacy ques-
tion in the City Clerk's office.

Here's one that smells of a
bygone personal vendetta,
So, the Ci.y has a ruling from
the court, let them accept it
and live with i, the rest of
us have to do it. Why should
the City be an exception just
because the decision went
against some of them, (or
their feelings?)

The City attorney wants to
continue {o persecute some-
one to satisfy a whim of his,
sure it is not his money he is
spending so why should he
care?

Keeping a grudge fight go-
ing only benefits the atlor
neys involved, enriches them

_|financially and adds Jegal

laurels to their alresdy ine
flated ego. I say live with the
verdict handed down by the
court and let’s get on with
more important things.
Let’s forget it, benefit from
the experience, and go on
with the job at hand.
. C. M. McINTYRE
Livonia

Too Many Recesses
Editor:

Parents: remember when
we were in achool and sent
out in the cold just to go
home for lurth? ‘We really
learned som:lhmg in school
then. NOWIdI)S it's a day oft
for this or that and two re
cesses a dey for “play.” Sum-
mer it is' okay, but on these
cold days with snow filled
playgrounds?

The school where my chil-
dren attend sends them out
it it is 18 degrees or sbove.
Even at 20 degrees or 30, if
the wind is blowing (which
it usually is) that's cold. And
they cannot stand by the
building.

My first grader has come
home several times in the
past two weeks with cold
{eet.

‘Teacher says “change into
your tennis shoes and put
your shoes on the register.”
So the shoes become hard
and crisp and then they
are put right baok inlé these
(by now, water and slush
filled boots to come back
home.

My daughter had the flu
recently because of this.
She hat been back in school
three days afferwards and is
home again with a fever and
a very bad throat. It was 20
degrees out and they were
sent out to “play.”

Without these 10 recesscs
a week, our children could
have 2l4 hours more of
schoolx. They can play and
get fresh air after school and
on

al public is always for the
underdog, but, il the work
ing conditions, hours, salary
elc. are as he says 1 would
strongly advise the firemen
to take a long close look. I be-
lieve it is possible to push the
taxpayer just o far and then
it iz highly possible to lote
his support, which in this
case is a valuable and very
potent weapon. Just maybe
the could back off a little and
still maintain this support, 1t
is worth 4 lot of thought.

Concerning  grade confer-
enves, the children attend
schoal a halt day for one
week. More time for learning
lost. A waste of time, Bring
back the old time repori
cards.

I don't think we are the
only parents in Livonia, or
elsewhere, that feel this way.
Let's hear a few other opin-
ions on these two subjects.

Mr. and Mrs, Douglas
Bannerman, Livenia

Open Letter to

Judge James R, McCann
Today, by your own admis-
on, 1 was guilty before 17
even entered your court
room, Instcad of our alleged
belief that everyone is inno-
cent until proven guilly — 1
was guilty becatuse you feel
only a police officer is cap-
able of telling the truth.
When 1 asked you why you
did not consider the possibil-
ity that the officers judg-
ment’ might just be in error
you informed me that you
had to take his version in-
stead of mine because he was
an impartial witness—mere-
ly doing his duty. Since
when is he not hurhan and
capable of error? Only God
is this perfect and I'd hate
to think our police force
would assume this attitude!
1 strongly suspect your deci-
sion also went in favor of a
scemingly rookie patrolman
in order to bolsler his con-
fidence in future encounters,
He did not speak with cither
confidence or surety when
answering your questions
but this ‘also did not scem
to influence you in ybur deei-
sion. He was right simply be-
cause he was the police of-
ticer!

We are making every
attempt to raise our children
1o be law-abiding citizens
with confidence and trust in
ogr law - enforcement and

Ricial systems. What a
blow to my daughter’s con-
fidence when you walved
her words aside casually
when she appeared with me
as a witness. She feels
rather strongly that her
testimony should have been
considered also and that our
two accounts should, under
normal conditions, have oul-
weighed one opposite opin-
ion, She also asked me rather
curiously, after silting for
two and one-half hours in
your courtroom listening to
ofher cascs which came be-
fore you, why everyone was
found guilty. Was there not
a single innocent person
there?

What concerns me very
strongly is the fact that the
officer made three definite
mis-statements on the traflic
ticket which indicate that he,
oo, is capable of erroneous
judgment, or carelessness, in
that he stated that it hap-
pened at the intersection of
Middlebelt and Pickford,
which is not an intersection
because Pickford does not
cross Middlebelt but comes
through only on the cast side,
and is further only two
blocks from Seven Mile Road
even though he was pursu-
ing me with lights flashing
long before 1 approached
that corner; that it occurred
on a four-lane road when in
fact it is a five-Jane avenue;
and that he indicated my car
as green when it is most de-
finitely blue. Minor points
you might say, but they only
point out to me that he is just
as capable of error ax any-
one clse and that his testi-
mony is therefore no more
valid than mine; and that
your decision was therefore
biased against the defendent.
1 repeat, by your own words,
everyone who appears in
your courtroom to conlest
what they might consider an
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unfair ticket has
no chance of being declared
innocent because, naturally,
they have a personal inter-
est, whereas you feel the
complaining officer has not.

How could anyone win
against such an attitude?
! When you pronounced
your judgment you simply
informed me that it was a
1825 fine. Neither the attend-
ing court officer nor the
court clerk would define
whether this was the traflic
violation charge or the pens
alty for requesting a court
trial. Also, no one informed
me that 1 had the choice of
paying the fine or spending
one day in jail. Had it not
been necessary to take my
daughter home, who had ac
companied me, I would have
clected the day in jail rather
than have to pay the penalty
of seeking justice,
Mzry C. Potestivo

(Ed. Note. Mrs. Potestivo, if
you feel strong on this, yon
could appeal to the Circuis
court).

Dem Leader Pledges Un
Editor:

Let me express the thanks
of the 19th Congressional
District  Democratic Organ-
ization for the fine coverage
YOUT NOWSpHPCr  gave our
activities &t the recent
Democratic state convention,

It was an especially impor-
tant convention for the 19th
District (Livonia, Redford,
Northville, Farmington and
Western Oakland counlty)
since it resulted in the crea-
tion of a unificd Democratie
district organization which
can more effectively present
the party's position on jssues
and give support to the con-
gressional nominee in 1966,

While the many details of
organization will be finalized
soon by a by-laws committee
{he broad agreement worked
out by the joint unity com-
mitlee provides for the con-
tinuation of a Wuyne scction
of the district to be headed
by the clected chairman of
the county's portion of the
19th — Jerry Ramond, who
also sbrves as a viee-chairman
of the over-all district.

The primary involvement
of the new organization will

publican holder of that office.
With the Repubhmn party

responsibility of putting be-
fore the voters effective pro-
grams and able” candidates

Jevels to help solve the prob-
lems that are faced by our
communities.
This we pledge to do,
Aldo Vagnori, Chairman
19th District Democratic
Orgn.

RSI, Says Thanks
Editor:

As chaitman of the Wava
and Meanx Committee of the
Redford Suburban League 1
want ta thank those who
waorked, those wha sold, and
those wha came 10 our Moon-
light Serenade Dance.

We needed all of you fe
make the dance the great
success it was.

A gencrous profit was
made to aid our worthy
couse of retarded children.

We appreciate the over-
whelming  support of the
community for the RSL proj-
ect this year.

Bernice Muich
Redford Township
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