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“LET’S GET THE post
oftice out of politics”
has been one of the réform-
er's standard cries for years.
At last, it looks like some-
one is actually -doing sothe-
thing about it, and a pretty
unexpected person at that
Last week, Larry O'Brien,
backroom political artist for’
former President Kennedy
and more recently Postmast-
er General | for President
Johnson, proposed that the
entire U.S. postal system ‘be
taken out from under the
burden of political patronage.
O'Brien wants to put the
Post Office under an indepen-
dent, non-profit corporation,
somewhat like the successful
Tennessee Valléy Authorjty,
which would run the system
in an independent business-
like way. Diagnosing the Fost
Otfice's present deficit
(which will result in yet
another postage rate increase
later this year) as caused in
part by, an excess of political
interfetence, O'Brien wants
to make the entire setup in-
dependent of the politicians.
At which, I can only say
“amen."” :

From the Publisher’s Desk

. OBSERVATION POINT

By -Philip H. Power

under non-p

Some C n that 1 lit:
saw in Washington, mainly |ical civil service procedures.
from the Southern states, Now, by all this I don't

would make their postal ap-
pointments entirely on their
own. Since postal appointees,
once selected, are protected
by- Civil Service regulations,
such Congressmen could
build up a fantasticaily
tent political orzaninm
over the years, just from
grateful political appointees.

In Michigan, at least in
the Congressional districts
with which 1 was familiar,{
the system worked a little
bit differently, .

Generally, the Congress-
man would be informed by
the Post Office Department
that a postmaster or rural
carrier vacancy existed. He
then would pass this infor-
mation along to the (Demo-
cratic) County Committee
responsible for the county in
which the vacancy existed.
Notices of the vacancy were
also posted in post offices
and passed om by word of
mouth,

The County Commiltee
would then interview pro-
spective applicants and make

As A Assist
ant for a U.S. Congrbssman
{for two years. [ was direct-
1y involved in the work:
ings of the political pajron-

* age system in the Post Of-
fice. 1 didn’t like i1; the
Cbngressman didn't like it
"most of the postal ap
paintees we talked to didn't
like It !
The system worked rough-|
Jdv hike this: " .
. Given the fact that there
was 1 Democratic Adminis-

" tration in Washington, -the

local’ Congressman had the
informal authority t6 make
certain postal appointments,
virtually on his own say so.
Rural mail carriers were
appointed by the Post Office
Department, assuming they
met  various qualifications
and passed certain profici-
ency exams, on the direct
recommendation of the local
Congressman. Postmaster ap-
pointments, whith require
the consent of the Senate,
were traditionally made
» along lines of the Congress-
man’s recommendation, as-
2:ming that-the senior;Sen-
ator was also-a Demoerat.
Republican Congtsstmen
didn't get much voice in
postal sppointments, Just
as Democratic Congress-
men  didn't during the
Eisenh3wer Republican Ad-
ministration,
Such a system, friends
and neighbors, is called pol-
itical patronage.

Whafs for. S‘uppgf Tonigh?i '
Or Aren’t We Having Any?

You go to a very lengthy meeting Plus plenty of room on gymnasium
And after a while you find that the scating
_On which you have been sitting is

much harder Y

Than at home where there is beer in the

larder.

But the important thing is that they spend
much of their time talking about taxes,

And how if nobody wants to pay them,
many projects will be cut with

sharp axes. .

This proves to be extremely disturbing
Because it is nice to have streets and

2 to the Con-
grcwman.’fz\lmusl always,
this recommendation was ac-
cepted and passed on to the
proper authorities in Wash-
ington. - .
As I understand it, dur-
ing the Interview with the
County Committ it was
agsumed that the prospece
tive appointes would be a
member of the (Demo-
Cratic) Party, Equally, it
was assumed’ that he (or,
more likely his wils) would
want 16 make a contribu-
tion to the Party’s coffers,
should he get the appoint-
ment,
As I mentioned, no, one
liked this system. N
The Post Office officials
didn't like it, because they
always had to contend with
the Party officials in trying
to run their operations effic-
iently, The Party officials
didn't like “it, because the
political appointees (or their
wives) never seemed to con-
tribute enough to the Party.
Neither the Congressman
nor-myself liked it, because
going through the long pro-
cess of sorting out various
political and personal feuds
that always seemed to come
up when postal appointments
were being considered was a
terrible waste of time. Be-
sides, it had the curious smell
of impropriety. .
In fact, my Congressmaa
went so far as to have drafted

2 bill putting all postal ap-

bleachers.

-

So you wonder why someone
tion Vietnam — .
Or is it because no one really gives a damn?

wan® 1o be accused of say-
ing thiigs I don’t mean.

I do not imply that the U.S.
Post Office is ridden by pol-
itics, incompetence and brib-
\ery. Rather, I imply that the
existing patronage proce-
dures cannot help but raise
suspicions,

Nor’ do I mean to say that
only Democrats participate in
this system. The patronage
system has been going a
long time, and both Repub-
licans. and Democrats have
been gleefully exploring its
advantages (and disadvant-
ages) for many years.

Nor,do I mean’ to suggest

that there was any impro-

priety whatsoever in the se-
lection of postal officials in
this area. I have no direct

owledge of their appoint-
ments, outside of my high
regard for former Congress
men Weston Vivian and Billie
Farnum and Congressman
William Ford.

Nor ‘do I infer' that postal
officials are incompetent,
political hacks. On the con-
trary, in my dealings with
postal officials in this area,
I have found them without
exception to be:able, effic-
fent and dedicated civil serv-
ants. Lo

Nor do I make any direct
accusations that! bribes are
in fact taken by various
County Committees during
interviews for postal appoint-
ments. I have never partici-
pated in such interviews, and
most of what 1 know cpmes
from post office appointees
themselves. )

‘What I DO mean fo say,
quite bluntly, {s that the
axistence of an overall pol-
itical patronage system in
our Post Office Depart-
ment cannot hefp but make
people suspicious.

Suspicious of whai? Sus
picious that political affili-
ations and contributions

Editor: .
After . reading letters in
the Observer about the war
in Vietnam, it seems to me
that a recapitulation of the
course “of events in that
troubled .country might clar-
ify the situation a little. This
is something that almrost any-
one might do, for {he records
are available and can be
found without too much ef-
fort. P

When the Japahese with-
drew from Vietnam in 1945,
most of the 'couniry was in
control, of the Vietmvigh, a
nationalist coalition of sever-
al parlies, and they organ-
ized an independent govern-
ment and issued ia Declara-
tion of Independence. In
1946, however, the French
came back in force with the.
intention of resuming their
former- control and the war|
for independence: began. In
1949 the French set'up a pup-
pet government !in Saigon
and in 1950 made a treaty
with it granting Vietnam
freedom within the French
Union but jith ihe French
retaining substantial control.
This ‘was quite unacceptable
to a majority of the Vietna-
mese people, a majority re-
ported by President Eisen-
hower to be in 1ie neighbor
hood of eighty per cent. So

might

may play a more impors- o i
ant role in the:s of the war vsen:. m]}
postmasters and rural char- <
ziers than iheir human be expected, to back a former

ability and businesslike ef+
ficiency, H

Our postal officials are too,

loyal and efficient to allow
them to come under public
suspicion, - just :because the
political patrongge system is
still entwined atound part of
the U.S. Post Office.
arry O'Brien is absolute-
Jy( righl. Let's get politics
out of the Post:Office,
1t that happened, we might
even go a few years without
another postage rate increase.

idoesn’t

. Instead of dropping bombs'on:the Viet.

schools on

Middlebett.

Merriman, Schooleraft, Grand River,

Cong and Hanoi,
Maybe we could drop some parks and

Venoy,

Some place like that which :{'eryhddy felt
Would helpimprove the human race.

curbing Let’s bow our heads and ask God's grace.
And to have good schools and good teachers . ~-BILL GAIL
TN
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‘| the French side

colony against a tolonial em-
pire, but our, govérnment had
been suspicious of the inde-
pendence movemgpnt in Viet
nam from the start because
of its leader, Ha Chi Minh,
wis rcporied to be a com-
muhist, so it took us into the
war on the French side and
evéntually spentisome three
billion. dollars in their sup-
port. In spite of this help, the
French were decisively dey
feated:at Dien Bien Phu in
1954 and ,were’ forced’ to
grant Vietnam complete in-
dependence. P .

With the departure of the
French,-thelr puppet govern-
ment might have been 'ex-
pected to collapse, but many
westernized Vietnamese,
d fought on
‘in the war
{analogous

for independence
to the Tories in pur war for
independentce) ‘wanted to
make it the government of
a new state separated from
the rest of Vietnam. Their's
was really a sessiopist move-
ment with some .inlcrksﬁl‘g
similaritics to the one in oun|
country 4§ century ago, but
in this cdse the government
in” Washington decided to
support it, although it had so
little populdr support that it
could not ‘possibly succeed
without foreign help.

' Thismeant civil war but an
armistice was arranged- and
in‘a conference at Geneva al
parties agreed to have free
elections in 1956 to decide

Letters To Editor:

The Other | Side

express warning  that e
Jine was not ta be consid€red
a political boundary. Our
government agreed to these
decisions and also issued a
unilateral statement promis.
ing to “refrain from . the
threat or use of for to dis-
turb them,” and to “seek to
achieve ‘unity through free
clections supervised by the
United Nations.” n
These are the only comnit-
ments we have made toithe
Vietnamese "people. It  yas
largely oug failure to n{;m
these commitments-that

brought on-the civil War,
and we got-into the war/not
to fulfill our commiiments,
but to prevent their . fulfill
ment. If this war in Vietnam
is against communism,. we
arc giving aid and’ comfort
to the enemy, for right now
we are fighting demogracy
there and glving conyit:ing
demonstratign of our 1::—% of
{aith in democracy. ¥
Hallen M. “Rt
Farmington

Ticket Unnecessary
Open letter o Municipal
Court of Westland: . = .-

Enclosed is payment; for
. Summons #22029. . -

‘This is a poor way to ron-
vince me of the need for ‘pol-
jce funds and police officers
for the City ofyWesland. The
above summons was for park-
ing “left wheel to curb” in
{ront of my home. It has heen
the policy of. pcople living
in the Tonquish Subdigision
to park’ in front of jtheir
homes in which evgr girec:
fion they were headed for
the past Nine Years. | . :

1t seems 1o me, in view of
the precedent of not-haying
ticketed cars in the past’ fer
this violation, that the lssu-
ing officer could have dene
one of two things: he &uld
have walked up to my hguse
and said “Sir, is that four
car in front? -

#Would you please 5 it
around and park it the Bght
way and cong.ipue to pajk it
the right way in‘the future.”
(It wotlld not havé taken ‘any
Jonger to do this, than it,did
to write the ticket); of he
could have issued a “Warn-
ing Ticket” and then if- the
practice continued, issue
tickets. .

The fact that you wanted
to “crack down” on parking
violations could. also have
been made xnown through
the locai newspapers. I hope
this letter, will convince
someone in our city to “m?ke
aste slowly™ . ¢ -

Robert B. McDonald
Westland
L
No Communication
Editor: *

At the Westland City-Coun-
il Meeting, April 3, a state

- . .
System sincg 1960, which is
seven years. The Union
agreement of 1960 called for
a classification program to be
put in effect that year. The
Union, for seven long years,
has been requesting a Classi-
fication System. Mr.. Mclll.
hargey sat on the Township
board, during these years.
The Union - brought this to
his attention, but their pleas
fell on deaf ears.

The ‘erfployees are work-
ing on.a day-o-day .job as.
signment basis, and do-not
know exactly what their job
classification is. I cannot con-
clude- as to how a Council-
man ‘can commit himself to

honest and fair answer to

s constituent when the em-
ployces themselves are with-
out this knowledge.

‘To se¢ure proper and cor-
rect information, the Coun-
cilman ‘should have sat down
at the beginning of the con-
tract talks. This very small,
but important issue could
then have been ironed out,

As for the budget of the
Water Department, which
the Council stated was re.
quested ecight months “ago,!
and never received; let me
state that the City Hall's
doofs are open five days a
week. I feel that if an Ad-
ministrator or an elected of-
ficial is in dire need of this
type or any other type of in-
formation, it can be secured
from’ the proper source at
City Hall.

‘William J, Ventura
“Westland .

e
No

TAxCA « « «
Editor:-

The local newspapers have
from* time to time brought
1o the fore the City of Liv-
onia’s* dire need for ad
tional ' funds to continue
services 1o the City of Liv
onia residents, Of course, the
raising of such funds falls
back on the property owner
by proposed millage in-
creases.

I, for one, am all Tor pay-
ing my fair share of the tax
burden, however, when 1
see the services provided by
the Sanitary. Department, 1
take a very dim view of any
tax increase. - -

When I find my rsbbish
receptacles smashed to the
point of my having to spend
at least one: half hour for re-
pairs, any mention-of tax in-
crease. makes me see red, o
say the Jeast. It is not so bad
finding these receptacles half
emptied, but I do not intend
to, stand fox/wanton damage

to my property. °
This: disservice by the
.| Sanitary Department is a

disgrace to the Cq

" OBSERVING |-

By MYRA CHANDLER

“All aboard for the moon!" "

“The prcsideht will be greeting a delegation this after-
noon from Mars," . : S
“Take & pill for dinner tonight dear, I'm in a hurry—
we have some good steak ones on the shelf.”

All of these comments are reasonable and within
reach of the present generation, . .
And yet—tax-weary parents across the land are begin-
ning to realize our schobl systems are still attached to the
Spring plow. 1’ : . .
Not one kid in 100 has sown a seed, plucked a vine, ar
fed a pig—but school is still dismissed inf the old concept
of time for Spring plowing and starls again after Fall
harvesting. .
What a wasle,
processes.

not only of money, but of thought

In Livonia‘it is necessary to build 100 classrooms u
year fo keep up with population growth, When water
lines ate exiended into Plymouth Township &nd Farme
ington Township, added Sassrooms will be needed for
these communities, This is at a cost of millions.of dollars
a year, Livonia's projected budget has doubled and
exteeds 24 million. Farmingion has a school they cannot
open in’the Fall'because they cannot afford it.

By using the school building the whole year 'round, at
Jeast 25 per cent more students could be educated in the
same buildings. : . i
By laty, students must go to school 180 days. A school
calendar couM be divided into four quarters of:60-day ses-
sions. Three sessions with théir busy little minds churning
and one session for vacation.

Academically this could prove to be a decided advan-
tage, particularly in the summer.

Psychologists have urged tcachers and professors to
use the out-of-dpors for teaching. They see a definite relax-
ing atmosphere conducive to learning in the background
that nature provites. The Biology, Art, Music, English, His-
tory students would be able to have classes outdpors with
the grass as their chair and their Jap as a desk.'Remember,
it was the psychologists idea, not the economists”. All of the
suburban schodls have courtyards, Jarge areas of ground.
surrounding the schools ideal {or classrooms,

To get aréund the obvious problem of families vaca.
tioning togethet, ents would be placed in school in
alphabetical arrangement. Thus, all the -Browna could
iake a winter;vacation skiing in Northern Michigan this
year instead of‘taking their ususl Julyreering vacation.
Or ail $he Smiths ‘could go to Florida. }

In addition to less,buildings, school districts would buy
less typewriterk, shop and home economic equipment and in
the case of using outdoor classrooms there would be less
general wear and tear on the school, /

Another qdvanl:ﬁe would be_the spreading of the
{alent and enérgy of young people into our, commetcial
market throughout the yegr. Merchants in Livonia and
Plymouth and: Farmingion emplo$ young people in the
summet in banks, in restaurants and in stores. But there
are mote students than jobs, This way 25 per. cent would
be looking for a vacation job while 75 per cent were in
school, Pl . i

Let us noi overlook our long-suffering teachers. They
would certdinly benelit, No more house painters and store
clerks for summer substance. Year 'réund school would
automatically give teachers a 20 per cent inercase in pay.

We mightihave a little trouble with Dad and, true, the
coach might swallow his whistle when he discovered his
star half-back iwas on Fall vacation and wa¥’ going out for
Spring basketball—this problem would take.a little work.
ing over. H | . H .
Parks and Récreation programs are big in our suburban
area and they, ‘presently ‘use school buses, iplaygrounds.
They would Rave to develop a year-round prozr\am using
City phrks instead. Ce IRt
. There arejcertainly a few bugs to.the plan BUT if the
end result means kids are educated with-less pressur
finaficial gaing-are made by better utilization of =chools;
and \we héave healthier,” happier, kids ag a result of mors

@
a

productivity . . . we séy et us unleash olr schools from the
Spring Plow and modernize! i : IR
K T o~ =
Letters o the Editor:
———— i
Why Ciy Money? for the bus and provide a
Editors’ driver. They charge dues to

defray the cost of coffee, ete.
and gerierally charge a very
‘'small fee for: the outings
which pays for, the gas and

I'd like to know how the
Livonia City; Council can
justity spending $225
month to rént the VFW

the Scene ... |

building for a! Senior Citizen
“drop-in” center,
“Looking Afound Livonia”
column writtén by Palabra
Ultimo stated “N the City
Councll is. légally able to
spend City money this way
it will be approved.” Legal or
not, don't the citizens have,
any say in this? .7

‘WHhy don‘t the senlor citi-
3ens scurry around them-
selves and arrange accom-
modations for their meel-
ings?. : '

In my mother and father's
arca [they are scnior citi
zens) the parigh priest offers!
ed the church hall, free of
charge, to the old folks and
also the use iof the school
bus when not in use for their
intended purposes.

All they pay for is the gas

any,other incidentals which
are bound {o come up. .
I'm sure other ghurches in
this arca could ‘be approach.
ed in this manner and come
up with some  solution for
everyone, Perhaps a church
in different sections of the
City could be used each
month to make it more con-
venient for the: older peopls
of that arca to get to the
meeting.
. Each age group has prob-
lems ‘unigue unto itsell but
spending City funds for one
particular groups’ entertain-
ment is not right.
Mrs, HB.
Livoni
In answer {o your question
in #he P.S. part of your letter
the answer is Myra Ghane

dler.

If this wanton negelct con-
tinues I will expect the City
of Livonia to reimburse me
for the purchase of new
It seems to me

the, ques of unification h .
and\drew 3 military line of[ et was made by Coyneil
::::.:nding h}l::wi:r:h ::z the Water Depzrtmem'lﬁud-

get. Mr. y d

DO IT YOURSELF .

to have been concerned fbout

that with the heavy tax bur-
den placed on the home-
owner, we could expect at a
inis the respect of our

of the Wat-
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‘Wholesale - Retail

LIVONIA INTERIORS|
and FABRICS |

34199 Plymouth Road, ‘

Corner Stark :
Tsen 10338 pm.

425.4160 |

the

er Department, and theihan-
power. He stated that {7 one
of his constituents
what a certain employ
in the D.P.S. he would
unable to give a specific an-
swer as to the dutjes of this
employee.

It is my understanding that
the D.P.S. and the Water De-
partment have-been wdtking
without a Job Classification

t

property. K

Incidentally, after vetify-
ing the damage having been
done by the rubbish collec
tors and not the children in
the area, f called the Sani-
tary - Department, receiving
only matter-of-fact consider-
ation, .

T4x Increase—"Nuts.”

An irals property owner,

ANDREW C.

MAYFLOWER HOTEL
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