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The results: A duuh e in the number of patients in an; ;
amate rapid of , a great redudi || i UNDER THE
tion in waiting lg . State Hospital, patief
For NérhvillejState H'nspltnl lhcse ;hanges have meant' a tonormous groups:
freeze on its growl h in she’et size and a reo:ganizaﬁon of every~ N 1. “A" build
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evertheless, wt abou: 2,000 patients,|a , i I -cr
staff of nof quite 900 and. a payroll of better * 1 il l i "a|es ¢ b‘\"k. :
than $5 million a cng, Northville State Hos— : | ; }— o i
pital, on;7|Mile wést of Haggerty Road re- [ ! 1 G buildi
mains one of the Western suburbs’ bigger ln- ) — f.»males
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has Increased as more volunteers have bge:n
brought mto direct contact with patients and
the pmmnts have become more active. |

'
ORlGlNALLYi NSH WAS DESIGNED t})
be expandable to 3,500 patients. It hit a peak
of about 2,300 a (ew‘ years ago, and now it hds,
less than 2,000 at any one time. |
"Formerly. $ays Louis J. Schuldt, the

NSH direclor of community relations, '‘we

had a waiting list ' which numbered 300 to 400

patients. Bacause 'of the increased numbers

of patients with modern fiiedications leaving
for their own homes or for nursmg homes,
this list has been Teduged to zero."
The mhore rapid turnover of patients
shows up in the hospital's statisti¢cal sum-

. mary: Direct admissions in 196162 were
259; six [years -later, thdy had leaped | i
more than five times to 1,385. Discharges |
six years ago nnmhued 297; last year,
they had i 3% times to 1,062.

Heading NSHa's medical supermtendent
for the last{16 months has been Dr. E. Gordon

Yudashkin, a ively young (45) former

the Psychiatric Consulta<

sau County, N: Y., and a

pt ithe Amencan Hoaxd of

medical diz
tion Clinic
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Dr. Yud
that have GCCIH'X'Ed in the ﬂeld of mental
health and hospnnjs in the|last few yeam

“THE OLDER; APPROACH involved
moving the troublesome [patient “from
community: and hi '{amllyJ and keeping
in the hospital until therﬁawas abdolute
surance he|wouldnit upset anybody — whi
in most i meant a lifetime.

“It mennt miost instititions were com-
pletely devoted to cus!odlul care. It was ‘puf-
ting the patient away.’

“The old concept was to build large, im-
personal hospitals to treat patients in-a mass,
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A BAND is ona of many activities patients ‘
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: ‘ “The newer concept is 300 &

way. Michigan wasn't so bad, bt New York
has some hcspxtals for 14,000 pmlents

“The newer: npprnnch is to try to
l(eep the patient. close to the community
and treat him as close to honie as possi-
ble, if hot in the home.

“The patient i treated more mlenslve]y
for a shorter period of timé, andtreatment is
continued once they're back at home.

ken up NSH
more or
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“WAlhout any. increase. in s
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“ONE OF THE MAIN cumnlaints from
patients is !hat we've changed our concept
from dial and enter to treat-
ment. [t|means the number of .movies and
picnics hds beewcut downt |It's more of a-hos-.
pital and lnot a resort.
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‘HERE'S WHERE NORTHVILLE stahds in .
" the; ent|

' Thé state Mental Health Departrient oper-
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What Volunteers Can Do |

To help as a volunteer at Northville State
Haspllal you can work either as an individual

— preferably on a regular basis, such as :

once a week — join the auxiliary, or work
through your school, church or club. Some of
the jobs you ¢an do:

® Assist at arts and craﬁs

® In the evening, fransport working pa-
tients from bus lines to the hospital. .

® Help patients read, count.

® Assist activity therapists.

* lead in group, exercises, singing, cook-
mg, gmups, garnes, drama club.
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cial workers and 26 are
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lof $5.1 million. Cost per patient for hos-
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® Aid'in clerlul work. :
® Give a monthly party.

ed enough for a theater-size popcorn popper.
: o Transport ptmems to church on Sunday.
H L Visit forgonen panen?s {under supervi-
i sion of and in coperation with area psychia-
| tust “and soxial worker) .

. To offer your servnces, call the hospita!

volumeer servnces coordlnator
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ANOTHER CHANGE in. mental heallh has

created . the) posuion of ‘volunteer ..
so wh canlget them (the volun-
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A recent issug of the NSH ncwslntlcr llsted
or an-
. The NSH: apxiliary put in
If of the moreé than! 13,000 volunteer
the year, but other major con-
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don't comment on how happy they aré that

‘Instead, they tell of the care they have re-
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hd them; they merition the cheetfulness of
Cross hosplml volunteers and other volun-
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® Take up a'fund-raising project; Chefry .
Hill United Presbyterian Church recently rais-_

at 349-1800 and ‘ask for John W. Tahaferro,



