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Romney, Legislators Forces Tax Boost

School

By HALP‘H R. REED

Bducation of the future is
& present day worry.

Just as it present day edu-
cation board members and
school administrators haven't
enough to worry about, try-
ing to make ends me.t.

One who worries, because
money is, stumping the ex-
perts; is Mrs. Strelsa Schrei-
ber, 14159 Cavell, president
of the Livonia Board of Edu-
cation. Monzy, rather the

. lack of it, has been her worry
since becoming a member of
the board, because of the
rapid growth of the city. and
the!resulting doaring grow!h
of the school system.

LIvunm. s young as e
for,® hlgh school students
bossts more than 100,000 ||
residerds — and more than

F. armington
To Relocate
Monument

Plans have been completed
1o relocate Farmington's Vet-
erans'’ Memorial Monument
to the City Park just west of
the Masonic Temple accord-
ing to Robert Smith, chair-
man of the citizens group
coordinating the monument
project.

The citizens’ group met
1ast week at the VFW hall to
settle the final details on the
move.

A meeting was scheduled
for Wednesday (Aug. 16)
morning at the city hall to
make the final arrangements
for pouring the concrete base
for the monument and other
city<lirected details.

The city has offered the
space in the city park fo
the veterans groups for.
the placement of the monu-
ment,

Currently the monument Is

located at the comb;'d o

Grand River and Farmington
Rd. on the Masonic Temple
property. It was originally,
constructed when the temple,
served as!the township hall
and housed the city offices.

Smith said that a plaque
would be placed on the mon-
ument stating that the struc-
ture'was in recognition of. all
of the veterans of Farming-

I ton ‘who had been kilIed
during wars.

No new names uouId be

added, Smith said, but the
current listing of World War
L Civil War, and Spanish
American War veteransy
wauld be retained on the
structure,
. Smith explained that the
monument will be placed on
a pedestal and that landscap-
ing and a flagpole would be
added to the area along with
a torch which will burn con-
tinuously.

‘The Farminglon Jaycee
Auxiliary has reportedly of-
fered to.donate $200 toward
the project and to help land-|
scape the arca. Smith said
that the Garden Club and
“other community groups”
have also offered their serv;
ices to beautity the lmnshed
structure. ‘

The township had ‘expres-
ged interest in having a vet|
erans monument locate

within the townq)up confines. I

| trom its new

34,500 children In the.dis-
trict's schools, That's 7300
more pupils than homes in
the city,

A picture of the size of|

the ~school admunistration|
shows that the system has!
abouit 3,000 teachers and em-
ployes—more than five times
as many people on the pay-
roll as the City of Livonia.

The school budget for the
1967-88, school ycar will be
about $21,770,000 — or three
and one-half tifes the anti-
cipated;budget for the City’s
fiscal year w‘hich bagins
December 1.

. Something the school sys-
tem and the Cliy Hali have
in par, hawv\et" is a finan-
cial problem. .

The Board of cation has
slashed © neaslyl $1,000,000

dget by cut-
ting staff and servics in the
face of the increased expense

pils. .

The trimming wasz neces-
sary, Mrs. Schreiber said. be-
cause Gov. Romney and the
Legislature, with tax reform,
failed to provide additional
necessary funds for educa-
tion, and even cut appropria-

ns for transportation, spe-
qﬁl education, and reading.

While the board has some
surplus millage to raise funds
to finance any teacher-staff
adjustm:nts of salary  that
may come out of qexou.mum
—although reluctant to im-
pose it — the City has no
such reserve. The limit of
five mills for guwrnmen‘
operations, plus a mill for the
pohu departmeht expansion,
is bring collected.

Like the schools, the City
Hall, facing higher living
costs through phy raises and
inflation, faces 'the necessity
of cutting corners. The cuts

services, and leaving vacated
jobs vacant. But Livonia wath
surplus’ gone, may not be
‘| able to-hold the line to the
present budget o{ $5,500,000.
. In the face nq fading fin-*
ances, | Mrs. Bthreiber al-
ready ‘Is homnq about*
what’s to happen fo the
schools in the not oo dis-
fant fulure, as: well as the
government.
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of caring for 2,700 extra pu-|'

may come thsough public|,

Money to meet the grow-
ing needs may. not be find-
able, she’s convinced, unless
Lansing shows the way.

“We've got to scrutenize
everything very carefully,”
the board president said. “We
can't afford to isubsidize the
courses in which the state
doesn’t pickup| its share of
the cost — suth as special
education, transportation, and
the like, but we have to do so.
We don't get back what }».
are supposed 10, 1get back.

“We've got to scrutenize
inno\ate, which we shogjld
be doing. i

“It would be better to pay
now for what's nzeded than

to let the chips fall later, and |7
Tegret it.

“The board has always|é

tried to be fair with the tax
paying public, speading only
what was necessary to keep
pace with growth in comJ
munity and in
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belief that the $236
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That's why. we have three
mills of approved taxation in
reserve.

But if present finances are|’

a problem, Mrs. Schreiber
thinks schoo! districts in gen-
‘exal haven't seen ‘anything
‘yet,, and had better begin
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