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Some New Windows Open ...

Taxes Come Home

Some new windows were opmed this year on the Farm-
ington academic scene, and the resulting sunlight and fresh
air have acted as a tonic on faculty and students alike. One
can feel the contagion of their enthusiasm as they discuss
the rewards of a new and more personalized approach to
teaching and learning.

0 part, this rejuvenation has been stimulated by teach-
Ing aids made possible by federal tax money which has been

relurned fo the district. Thus the true philosophy of such
programs Is reslized: “To include as many feachers and
students as possible to affect the total existing program. not
Just to run a separate program affecting only a fe

Under Title -1.of the Elementary-Sccondary Act of
1965, $86.657_ was allotted to Farminglon for continuance
of learning resource centers at Glll, Willlam Grace, Lark-
shire and Shiawassee Schools. The grant also financed learn-
ing centers at Farmington and East Junior iligh Schools,
and a world history center at Farmington High.

A dixweek sesslon supplementing regular summer
schoal was also operated with Title I funds. Invitations to
sttend were extended to those students who It was thought
would most benefit.

Title Il under the same act provided $21,069.62 for
he purchase of school llbmry Tresources, Aexlbﬂnlu and other
lmlr\lc(lun-l material

Grants far vocational :duc-uon are supplied by a
number of scts, most recently the Vocatlonal Act of 1963,
to help cquip raduates for current lsbor market require:

ents. The district received $15.953 In such funds.

Operation Meadstart, operated in conjunction with the
Oﬂlte of Economic Opportunlly, ulilized $4.563 of federal

e program helps to prepare children for entering
klndug-mn and first grade and s almed at improving their
health.. self-confidence and verbal and conceptual skills.

Last year’s 30 youngsters In the project grew 1o 45 this past

ummer.

Under the National Defense Act of 1958, Title II funds
amounting lo $31,570¢ were mlde aval lhlt on a matching
basls for materials and equipment rengthen instruc-
Lon In"sclence. mathy History. clvics Bography, modern
foreign langusges, English, réading and ndusteial ari.

Tile V of fie isine set provided $13,212.58 (or match-
ing grants to support guldance and counseling ibeluding
counselors” salaries, {esting materials and clerical help.

* Estimate.
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Educators React

Of the Title | program, Richard K. Tyler, lts director
last year, sald, “The enthusissm which has developed among
teachers and nudmu for this One
principal who Is deeply lnvolv program remarked
that there are “almost daily lndltlliolu of movement ahead
and they are very gratifying.”

Readiag Specialsts plan with Miss Mianle Zielke, Divector of Elementary Edu:
m left: Miss Kay Van He

eatlon, (center) for the work of the comlng year.
Miss Ethel Killcrove, Mrs. Maricrie Brown:

Titke 1 provides » consultant who demonstrates to the

teachers new methods for adding Impact and motivation to

learning. Schaol experlences become hlghly Indimaatced
with the accent on suceess.

Parents of children at William Grace have become*
mmly Involved and are-requesting expansion of the facill.. -
tles use they are so lmprmed ‘with the progress belng
made by (he children. A parents’ advisory councll meets
with the nelghborhood organizer perlodically.

Tearning urce center and the school libr;
ervptementary materlal for Marge Candler's flith grade project on the waiverse.

Dropout Deterrent Found

3
At junior high level, the Erugnm Is being changed
from a remedial uldhf approach to the same type of learn-
Ing resource center which Is 50 successful at the elementary

In senior high, the instructor meets
with ten students at a time five times a
day in a world history center. Many new
approaches are used 9r leaming — multl
level textbooks so the stude:
e e el of achievement. s ine
collection of fllms and film strips, any
method which stresses participation.

. 1t is at.the_10th grade level that most
dropouts occur, -and history is one-of-the
toughest courses for some (rustrated*stu-
dents. The high degree of this course’s sue-
cess indicates that the same techniques
might be used with good effect In other
high school subjects.

Attempts will be made to work more
closely with the families of participating
children and with community ageneles.

Influences Interact

In a state of ferment due to these In-
fluences, the entlre langusge arts program
is expanding

lmgun;e = lppmlch looks at
reldlng as & part of the lotal langusge
program and doeswt segment it slmply
i reading, writing, woeliing: the
roach Is_included_in every primary sul
fm on a continuing

me major goal of the program Is to
dev:lnp a genulne love of all kinds of read-
Ing which will carry over into adult life.
More schools are jolning the reading readiness program
far kindergarten. *Getting Ready to Read” Is placed n exch
kindergarten room, and each c m opportunlly to
repare for Teading “'l'lp" o it gude At Willam Grace,
3 sixsesslon “Story Time" b experience welcomed
by pre-schoolers eciative parents.
"The Inilial Teaching Alphabet [s 44 characters-carefully
designed to simplify the process of learning to read English.
After Its trial in several classrooms, observers say that chil-
dren, who learn the method write and speak.yih a richer
vocabul
Non-graded Primaries located at several schools on a
trtal basls place pupils In achievement groups based on re
ness for and in reading, ignoring grades as such and
permitting the student fo progress continuously through'
reading levels according to individual growth

Fifth graders at Gil School demonstrate the correlation that exists brtween the

. Librarisn Lee Dumas suggests

GIl School puplls utilize some of thelr zew viswal ald
equipment.

More ‘Pilots’ Prove Themselves

The Perceptual Development program is geu
youngsters with visual or moter problems which affect thele
learning. I perception, the process by which we differeatiate
what we hear, see, or feel is faulty, learning suffers.

_ Farmington Is one of the few districts with speclal class-

_ es for children thus impaired. As a number. have successfully
~been returned to regular classrooms, the vllue of the eflort

* but the ‘old standard dishes are down the drain and it is

is already apparent.

Motor Skills emphasis has been widened in stope o
come a more integral part of the physieal education program.
1615 based on the Kephart, Frosiig theory that ehildren first
develop motor skills, then visual ones; If elther has not been
properly developed, learning diffleultles ensue.

Now employed by most of the elementary schools, edu-
cational television with its unlimiled teaching resources en-
larges the student’s world far beyond the classroom walls.

The Reading Specialist program operates at all elemen-
tary schools where Title 1 does not. For this currlculum aid,
the district Is now reimbursed bx' the state. The specialist
diagnoses the child's reading to determine his lnslrnuknul
level (of 1142 tested, 13.1% were found to be reading tw
or more years behind their grade placement) and to. find
his areas of strength and weakness in order to help the class-
room {eacher meet his instructional needs.

She Introduces new teaching techniques such as choral
veading, bookmaking with primary typewriters, new reading
readiness methods for first grade, listening and oral reading
techniques with tape recorders, and organizes individual

he holds warkshops to* introduce teach-
rs (0 new materials and methods for thelr use, and offers
the use of materials and books from the reading service.

The high schools are In & state of cager excitement as
they undertake an amazing broadening of their entire Enj
lish currjculum. Three years of English will stlll be

anticipated: that-an- appetizin u-of -about 35- .
will be avaitabte, | "Ppetisiog - menu-of ‘about 35-courses

Participants hope that this new development will be
ready for approval by December. Already in use for the
Basic English course at North Farmington Is a new paper-
back library. 1ts so popular that supply ean't keep up with
emand

s it any wonder that sparks are flying and igniting
even bystanders with zest for this new outlook? It doesn’t
take a prophet to forecast & stimulating future for education
in Farmingto A

Junlor igh school studeats at a Tille 1 summer *
school seaslon demonstrate that their self-made

electrical cireult really works



