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How To Say ‘No’
Without Saying ‘No’

How to say no without really
appearing to say no was appar-

ent in Observerland again last

week.

The sleight-of-hand occurred
when the Farmington City Coun-
cil received a letter from the
Human Relations Committee of
the Oakland County Board of
Supervisors requesting that the
local cities consider enacting
npen occupancy ordinances.

City Manager John Dinan of-
fered an out to the Council when
he said that “The city has not
had a problem in the area of
open  occupancy. housing” and
suggested that the matter be re-
ferred to the local human rela-
tions_group.

That's a goed way (o duck
an issue: (1) Say that there is
no problem and (2) refer the
matter to a committee for
study. X

Councilmen, however, used a
slightly new tack.

The state Legislature has the
isgue of a state-wide law on open
wccupancy on its agenda, they
said. “If the legislature passes a
law, we don't have to."”

With this the Council ‘“‘re-
ceived and filed”. the request.
It will probably never be seen
again,

The fact that the state Legis-
lajure is considering an’ open-
occupancy law hasn’t stopped
Plymouth from introducing an
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‘Nautional and state Democrats
will send missionaries into the
suburbs  shortly in efforts to
Jotch topether something for
1938.

They're lovking for a Moses,
Iere’s only been one so far, and
that wus his real name.

Weep for the Democrats, folks,

This It The Week |

By Don Hoenshell

it you have a compassionate |

whim

The suburbs is where they lost
it in 1962, after a decline starting
in 1953, There was this scene in
the House on Grand Avenue in
Lansig. The returns were in and
Gav. Willwms mused:
I zuppose 1 should go down-
suirs and thank the fellows for
carrving me in with them.”

. e e

TO LAUGH, since just
s earlier Williams
politicians by, swee
him a full admini-
rd—then secretary of
it governor, attor-
rneral, treasurer,

nepal and the rest,
But tlaming Democrats in De-
troit turn  conservative .in  the
~uburbs. thew blue collars bleach
ite. And the suburbs
that period, and
petting bigger every

re

dir.

in 1560, Republicans started
eutting into the union, Negro
wnd other ethnic vote of Demo-
crats in ‘the city, In 1962,.the
“rhnger move lownrd Repub-
Heans  plus  Gov. Swainson’s
wto of the Bowman Bill—
which would have barred De-
troit [rem toxing nonresidenls
—were major [uctors,
"Republicans, recognizing this,

auditor

ordinance.

According to estimates, a
dozen Oakland County cities are
looking at the idea.

The push for open occupancy
laws deserves better treatment
than it got in Farmington last
week. .

- —Sue Shaughnessy

‘Locals’ Don’t
Always Hate
Big Brother

The paradox of local govern-
ments’ hollering about the in-
creasing power of the state z;nd
federal governments was point-
ed up again in Farmington last
week.

The Farmington City Council
ducked any stand on a request
for a local open occupancy ordin-
ance from the Human Relations
Committee of the Qakland Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors.

The reason was that the Michi-

n Legislature is considering a
é{h?wide act during its ‘special
session.

Maybe the increasing concern
of the state and federal govern-
ments with local matters is fine
with the politicians—when the
matter might be touchy.

in“t

capitalized on the swing.

There were the crowd-count-
ers, a scene at' Detroit's Down-
town YWCA where George Rom-
ney outdrew Democratic Gov.
Swainson. A check showed the
Romney crowd was recruited
from all over Detroit,

It was smart politics, nothin,
wrong at all. .
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DEMOCRATS, WITH THEIR
base in the cities and organized
labor, now must attract the in-
creasingly coriservative subur-
banite. The city-suburban gap
complicates this.

ationally there is a second-
look taking at LBJ. In Michigan,
whether you like him or not, Zol-*
ton:Ferency is a problem

‘The party of idealism is still
that, but just how to approach
the problem of victory is still
hidden somewhere in the maze of
conflicting blocs of philosophy.

It is tough fdr a political party
to operate en'masse without a
rallying point — a Gov. Williams,
a Gov. Romney. Both are in
many ways alike, devout, ambi-
tious, colorful.;

Democrats' will be in the
suburbs shortly to try to heal
the rifts between the organiza-
tions and the party clubs, to
.try to make the party some-
thing solid for 1968. .

Whether it works is anybody's
guess at this time.

It depends on whether the pol-
itical dukedoms of a three-time
loser in the state can be merged
again into a cohesive party.

In Michigan, the two-party
system depends on it,
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" THANKSGIVING
A  DINNER

) at the

Hillside Inn

Dinner 1:00 to 7:00

Tempting Tom Turkey

Warm, Traditional Atmosphere
No Reservations Necessary

41661 Plymoul!! Road
Plymouth, Michigan

Exchange Co

", WHAT

A Suburban View

- The Russian Revolut

Yaterdéy marked the 50th anniversary of the

Bolshevik revolution in Russia. Regardless of her

Communist ideology, the Soviet Union is an important

factor to America. Below are two articles analyzing life

in the U.S.S.R. from an Observerland point of view.

ADVERTISING is just now beginning to catch on in the .
Soviet Union. Russian industry, for many years entirely state-
directed, has at last discovered profit as a criterion of econ-
omic efficiency. This new sign was spotted in Moscow.

tEDITOR'S NOTE: Sue
Shaughnessy, Editor of the Farm-
ington Enterprise and Observer,
traveled in the Soviet Union from
August 26 to September 16 this
year as a member of the Citizens
ps. In this article,
the concerns of the
average Russian citizen, andi
draws some | parallels between !
life in the U.S.S.R. and Observer-;
land.)
By SUE SHAUGHNESSY '
By now the street cleaners of !
the Soviet Union have finished
the cleaning jtasks in Moscow's |
Red Square, |the Palace Square
in Leningrad, and a score of
other spots throughout the coun-
try.
The debris|is swept away and
life is returning to normal within
the Soviet Union as yesterday]|
(Tuesday, Nov. 7) marked the;
celebration of the 50th Anniver-:
sary of “The Great October:
Socialist Re\"olulionﬂ' B
In case your history is rusty
that's the revolution whereby the
Red Guards (led by Lenin) sue-:
cessfully overthrew the White:
Guards, or Provisional Govern-
ment, led by Kerensky. N
ol e e
ARE the hopes and;
dreams of the average Soviet'
citizen as he begins the second 50;
years of life funder a Communist;
regime? . .
Briefly they are close to the:
hopes and.dreams of the citizens,
aof the world| the-USA and right
here in Observerland.
. e Soviet citizen wants to
provide a better life for his '
family, he wants quality educa-
tion for his children, and above .
all he doesn’t want war. |
He is also| extremely proud of;
the progress |of and development|
of his country. You must remems-,
ber that 50 years ago Russia was;
one of the most backward and
underdeveloped nations in thei

she discusses

world. Todag it is an industrial,
power second only to the United:
States. ! :

Thus the average man in the
street is proud of his country and
convinced that the socialist sys-.
tem as practiced by the Com.
munists is the best in the world.
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Any fond hopes of the citizens

“overthrowing the current govern-

mental structure are preposter-
ous.
. s s

CONTRARY TO popular be-
lief the Russian people are not
warlike. There is nothing that
the man in the street fears more
than another war. This feeling is
much more intense and out-

. spoken than it is in America.

Many times a man on the street
would ask me if the Americans
wanted war and breathe a sipgh
of relief when [ replied, “Abso-
lutely not."

When one stops to realize that
practically every Russian family
Jost at least one relative during
World War 1I, and it was their
homes and farms which were
turned into battlefields, the in-
tensity of feeling is not surpris-
ing. )

P
IN VOLGOGRAD (renamed
from Stalingrad) the government
has constructed a huge memorial
park commemorating the citi-
zens and soldiers who died dur-
ing the great battle of Stalingrad.
There is a monument, com-
plete with an eternal flame, just
outside the wails of the Kremlin
in Moscow. Another monument
marks the spot the Nazis were
stojped in their drive to Moscow
and there is a monument mark-
ing the nearest stop the Nazis
reached in the effort to take ove:
Leningrad. !
Kiev, which was occupied by
the Nazis, also has a similar
park. H
After seeing these parks, and
while in the impressive Galley of
the Heros in Volgograd, I asked
the Russian guide, “Don't you
people want to forget the war?!
The answer was never. “Some
things are too horrid to be for-
potten,” she said, “‘forgiven but
not forgotten. It was too terrible
to ever forget.” . !
. . . )

THE SOVIET CITIZEN wants
to know about the world outside
his borders. The travel restric-
tions placed upon him by his gov-
ernment is perhaps the most an-
noying feature of his life. i
As a result any foreigner is be-
sieged with questions from the
man in the street. ;
All one has to do is to appea!
on a street looking very much the
part of an American tourist and
you soon have a crowd. The ‘most

_but rather on roads,

Conie

APARTMENTS are going up all over the Soviet Union in a

on

continuing building program designed to replace housing space
destroyed during World War Il. The building boom in the U.S.S.R.
is paralleled by the surge of home building in Observerland.

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Philip
Power, Publisher of Observer
Newspapers, traveled extensive-
ly in Russia during the summer
of 1960 while he was a_student
delegate to the World Congress
of Orientalists. He is convinced
that the changes now going on in
Observerland are as! revolution-
ary as anything now happening
in the Soviet Union, and in this
article he probes some of the
developments now taking place
in both societies.i

By PHILIP H. POWER
Publisher -

What we have is two revolu-
tions, one noisy and. doctrinaire
and the other quiet! and prag-
matic. |

The Russian revolution began

_with a bang; its small clutch of

leaders were convinced that
overthrowing the Tsars would
usher in an_entirely ‘new kind of
human existence. Fifty years
later, .the leaders of the Soviet
Union must realize that human
existence is built nat on theory
schools,
factories and houses.

The American suburban revo-
lution started ever so quietly just
about the same time that the Bol-
sheviks were stormihg the gates
in Petrograd. It had no real lead-
ers, and it had no high flown
theory behind it. Fifty years lat-
er, it isn't even certain that
people recognize it for the-revo-
lution that it is.

. .

BOTH REVOLUTIONS, how-

ever, have concentrated on an

astonishingly similar agenda.
Housing. Transpurlg‘inn. Indus-
try.

While 1 was in Russia in 1960,
the key domeslic priority was to
build housing for a growing soci-
ety which had lost nearly half of
its homes during World War II.
Apartments were springing up
downtown in all the large cities,
and the ordinary Russian citizen
was beginning to get the idea

" that perhaps his life wasn't going

to be limited to a few square
yards of housing space.

When Americans.started mov-
ing out of the big cities to the sub-
urbs, they wanted to get away
from the stone and concrete of
the tenements. They wanted land,
with their own homes and per-
haps a backyard in which they
and their children could play a
little football and lead the good
life. Today, if one feature marks
Observerland, it.is the constant
push: of new home building.

While the style of building is
different — apartments versus
suburban homes—the thrust. of
the concern is the same in both
societies: A better home for a
better life.

Coupled with this has been a
concern for transport that deeply
penetrates both societies.

.What's our biggest headache
in Observerland? Roads. Com-
muter- traffic. A place to park.
Railread tracks without over or
underPasses. Widening projects
on P h and F:

forward are the young
and many of them can speak
English. Curiosity, however, is
not confined to the young genera-
tion.

In this aspect the people are
very similar to the residents of
Observerland. .

Since returning {ro‘rfx the So-

Roads. -

People who have homes have
to be able to get around. Our sub-
urban’ revolution has evolved a
kind of car culture to provide this
mobility. But to date it has not
worked out how to deal with all
the cars that its culture has made

viet Union in Sept it has

become an everyday occurrance °

for people to stop me on the
street as well as people who call

y. -
In Russia, public transport
was originally intended to be the

sians are doing .now. They've
concluded an agreement with
the Italian auto firm of Fiat to
build o big factory to make
cars. And what are the Soviet
leaders saying to their people?
You'll he able to buy cars and
other consumer goods . . . after
a while. .
During the next f{ifty. years,
the Russians will be trying

to solve the parking and com- {
muter problems that ‘are trou- .

bling us now.
e e

THE BIG THING in the Rus-
sian revolution was state owner-
ship of the means of production;
that's what communism is all
about. The economy was sup-
posed to produce so much that
everyone was going to get as
much as he or she needed, with
the state nicely organizing cvery-
thing and eliminating the ugly
misery of capitalisnt.

But fifty years later, the Rus-
sians are in the middle of the big-
gest economic revolution they've
ever faced. They have discover-
ed profit, good old capitalist
profit, They found that the state
might be nice, but it couldn’t pro-
duce the goods efficiently. All of
a sudden they're designing in-
dexes of profit as a way of direct-
ing the way the cconomy runs.

If this is a revolution, it's no
greater than what's happening
now fn American suburbia,

Our suburban communities
were supposed to be bedroom
cities, where people lived only to
work some place downtown in
the big city. But land is too ex-
ensive down there, and.the hour-
ong battle of the commuter is
just too much frustration and
trouble. .

{
Result: An immense industrial

building boom in suburbia. Liv-
onia, Plymouth, Farmington and
Westland all have industrial
areas; all compete fiercely to
attract industry. -

e e

WHAT'S HAPPENING in both
Russian and Amecrican suburban
sbeieties is big change. You can
call it revolutionary if you want.

The Russians have discovered,
fifty years after the big bang,
that things don't work the way
theory predicts. They're chang-
ing and adapting, turning to a
quieter and more pragmatic ap-
proach.

Profit is being: added as a
criterion to the management of
the edonmy.Cars are being pro-
duced to satisfy consumer de-
mand. Apartments are being
built to give people a place to
live a decent life.

The Americans have learned,
fifty years after they started

ujetly moving to the suburbs,
that there are a lot of problems
they didn't expect, poss(blfr be-
cause they went about it without
thinking much about the conse-
quences.

People nced roads and park-
ing places, but there isn't much.
money to provide them. Industry
is moving to where the people
are. Homes are being built at a
terrific rate, leading to zoning’
battles as emotional as anything
fought in 1917 in Russia. K

e Russian revolution,
which game to life an an instru-
ment of theory, has seemingly
discovered pragmatism and
even a little Yankee horse
sense,

The American suburban revo-
lutjon, which came to life not as

cure-all. The Eubways anMosc‘nw
Te

mu- -

‘ar but as a change of

the office on routine b to
ask me about the trip and what
the Russians “‘are really like.”

. The best answer to that ques-
tion is the oversimplified phrase
of “the Russians are people just
like the American people.”

Governments may be different
and disagree, but the people are
the same.

and L
seums of painting and sculpture
with train tracks running through
the marble lobbies. The buses in
Moscow “worked while I was
there on an honor system for pay-
ment. - No conductors, but the
penetrating stares of the other
passengers if you didn't pay.
But look at what the Rus-

address, Is realizing that a little
planning might, be ‘a helpful
i

ng,

The vdd thing is that both
revolutions, one communist and"
one free, are confronted with
solving much the same kinds of
human problems. Maybe that's
encouraging.
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