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Unification Vote Sought By Opperthauser

By FRED DELANO
Whelhel‘ {o take the fnfative tn
asking an election on the ques-
tion of Incorporating the entire
Farmingtan community into one
+36-square-mile city wilibedis-
cussed by the Township Board
Monday night.

That pefitlons for such anel-
ectlon be executed with the
endorsement of all four govern
ing bodies now existing in the
area was proposed this weekby
Trustee Barl C, Opperthauser,
who sentidentical communiques
to officers of Farmington Town-
ship, the Clty of Farmington

M S U:
Ready

To Go’

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY

Township Trustee Earl
Opperthauser’s call for the fil-
Ing of Incorporation petitions
for the entire 36-square-mile
Farmington area drew no im-
mediate reaction from the

-~ IMichigan State Untversity In-

stitute for CommunityServices.

MSU announced this week that
1t would submita study proposal
to the Future Farmington Area
Study Cammittee by the first
week of December, The pro-
posat Is expected to outllne a
study guide for the various
alternatives of governmental
development between the city,
township and the two villages,

Dr. Robert Anderson, assls-
tant diractor of the MSU Instl-
tute, told The Enterprise &
Observer that “We are pre-
pared: to draft a study proposal
In lne with our Interpretation
of the wishes of the Future

§ Farminglon Area Study Com-
mittea.”

Anderson defined these wish-
es as wapting the Institute to
do “an objectlve study of the
alternative means of govern-
ment.”

He noted that the Institute’s
contact has been with the study
The 1s

and the Villages of Quakertown
and Wood Creek Farms.

‘The reaction among city
council members was less than
enthuslastic, but In the town-
ship, Supervisor Curtts H. Hall
promised a place on theagenda
for Opperthauser’s proposal at
Monday night's regular
Trustees’ meeting.

Asked whether the Trustees
can be expected to vote on an
actual resolutlon backing the
election Idea, Hall sald, I
wouldn’t be a bit surprised.”

“ e

HOWEVER, he was equally
quick to emphasize that asking

for such an election would not
constitute a commitment {n be-
half of governmental unifica-
tion, “In no way would It
represent a statement of
poltcy, Hall satd, *‘but it would
enable us to hold the line and
forestall any Interim  steps
toward annexation or incor-
poration.’”

‘The maneuver s the latest
chapter in the runniog battle
between city and township

. lorces over what future course
the framework of government in
this community should take, and
what the geographical alignment
should be If more than one gov-

ernment is to be continued,

Only last Monday the Farm-
ington City Council voted to
place a moratorium on all an-
nexation activitles untll the
Future Farmington Area De-
velopment Study Commiltee
completes its analysls of how
best to meet the needs of future
years.

In sodolng, the City requested
the Township Trustees to take
2 similar action “todlscourage
any incorporation activities un-
tl this report is completed.”

THE OPPERTHAUSER pro- |

posal appears as a possible

Township answer to that City
Hall bid for peaceful
coexistence, although the City's
formal communication also will
be before the Trustees Monday.
Opperthauser, backed by
Supervisor Hall, asks that the
four existing governmental
bodies sanction aunificationel-
ection and “prevall upon the
County Board of Supervisors to
set the date for a consolidation
_vote at least six monthsaway.’*
This, then, would preserve
the status quo untfl the time of
such an election.
Meanwhile, proposes Oppert-
+ hauser, this would permit Ume

RECALLING THE STONE AGE

- Students in

Teacher Mary King's sixth grade class at William
Grace School completed an unusual display this

week, and then dress
exhibited it. In the

To Keep Pace With Growth

{EDITOR’S NOTE: On Nov.
27 residents of the Farmington
Schoal District will be asked
to vote on a $9 million bond
issue and to raise the opera-
tional levy by five mills for a
10 year period. Ihis is the
/.m in & series of four srticles

comprised of members of the
Farmington Board of Com-
merce, the FarmingtonJaycees
and the League of Women
Voters,

Reprasentatives of the city
and the two villages also serve
on the cominittee, while Town=

:ship Trustee Thomas Nolan
serves “In a private capacity.”

Anderson said that If an
agreement were signed with
the committee to make a study,
“and corollary events took
place cutside the domaln of
the committee  think we would
be indifterent to these events.”

P & Observer Statl
w”m, Fred Delano, discussing
the proposals.)
By FRED DELANO
The issue at stake In the
speclal Farmington School Dis-
trict election scheduled for Nov.
27 s more easily understood
than the plethora of statlstics
which gave birth to the ballot
request,
1t Is simply a request for
more money.
« o
THE BOARD of Education !5
asking permission to issue $3
mllllcn in bonds tobuild its 19th

ed accordingly when they
background is the model

wallats from which the proposed

funds will be taken If the
measures pass.
One cannot  purposatully

evaluate the twoballot questions
without delving Into the past, or
examining the present, In
50 dolng, several cold statistics
rear up and scream for
attention:

.o

IN 1965, Farmington schools
accommodated a total of 5,241
pupils. Today, the enrollment
stands at 15,248, By 1972,
1t will be 20,000,

1In 19586, the school operating
budget was g shade under $1.5
million, For 1967.68, 1t is a
shade under $8.5 million,

In 1956, there were 5,666
occupled dwellings within the
35-square-mile district, Today
-- and it's likely to increase
tomorrow and each tomorrew

On; the
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Y schools, its
!ouﬂn junior high school, Its
third high school and to Invest
in sites for still more future
factlities,

Faced with rising costs of
operation, the Board also Is
requesting permission to lavy
an gdditional annual five mills
In property taxes, 1968 through
1977, to help pay thabills, That
means an added tax of $5 per
$1,000 of the assessed valua-
ton of property as finally
equalized,

The only persons who will
be permitied to cast ballots
Nov, 27 are thoss registered
voters who own property in the
school district, for it is their

~- there are 12,038,
Statistical growth,”
1t is Inescapable,

« 00

BUT WHAT of the quality
of & Farmington Education?

In 1965, tha latest year for
which national figures are
available, 49.9 per cent of that
year's graduates from Michigan

dinosaur . which they
“‘cavemen”
to right, Marcel Crudele, Debbie

constructed, with the

standing guard including, from left

Isbell, Pat

Vaughn, Judy Prince, Kathy Morski, Tom Bishop,
Candy Troyer and Debbie Adams.

Schools Request Funds

Yet, of the 629 graduates of
Farmington's two high schools
that same year, 454 enrolled
in colleges, universities, trade
or vocational schools --- 72,2
per cent,

The student-teacher ratio in
Farmington at the moment is
22.6 compared to the National
Educational Policles Commis-
sion recommendation that the
ratio of certifled professional
staff to students should be one
o 20 or less, .

PR

THERE ARE 28 school dis-
tricts in Oakland County and
latest avallable figures show
that Farmington ranks 15th In
the amount of equalized tax
valuation per student, which Is

slightly less than $10,000. The
county average is In excess of
$12,000 per student,

The present taxrate of $32.40
per $1,000 in assessed
equalized valuation rateselghth
in the county, but the debt levy
of nine mills 15 third highest
while the operational levy of
23,4 mills is 15th,

Total expenditures per pupil
bere amount to $464 In the
present budget, giving Farm-
Ington a county ranking of 12th,
but the of $10,973

high schools
parable to Farmington and
North Farmington High Schools
went on to enroll n advanced
education institutions,

Repeating, tbe Michigan
average was 49,9 per cent from
schools of s size comparable
to those here.

per classroom teacher is 20th
among the 28 districts,

In recent years, Farming-
ton's has

issue in 1965 which permitted
construction of Forest Elemen-

and Power Juator High
School, plus additions to the
two high schools,

1t they spprove further ex-
panson at the polls Nov. 27,

new elementary school
supposedly would be opened in
1969 south of 12 Mile Rd, and
between Inkster and Middle Belt
Rds,; the third high school,
Harrison High, would be ready
at the same time; another ele-
mentary facility would be
scheduled for 1971 opening
south of 11 Mile Rd, between
Halstead and Drake Rds., while
the fifth juntor high school would
open in 1972 on a site s yet
unchosen in the northeast area
of the district,

Of the current apenunabud-
get, only 13,1 per cent IS ear-
marked for teaching supplies,
heat, light, Insurance, bullding
malntenance and similar cate-
gorles,

Staft salaries, wages and
tringe benefits eat up the other
86,9 per cent of the reveme
supplied through taxes and
stata-aid, and hovering over the
scene is the spectre of teacher
demands for increased salaries
and benefils again next year,

More students, more class-
rooms, more teachers and
more expenses are the needs
claimed by the Board of
Whether to provide

by more than 900 pupils each
September, and no end to the
growth is In sight.

To keep pace, voters
approved a $6.1 million bond

the money to meet those needs
by voluntarily increasing their
own taxes 1s the declsion
property ownpers have been
asked to make,

*f to cooperate on a per capita
basis to pay the cost of hiring
& professiomal firm to make
2 detalled cbjective study and
submit reports on the relative
incor-

probability that township cit-
izens will attempt to prevent
these moves by another incor-
poration petition,

*I belleve that resolutions to

It {sapoarent that there does
not now exist an atmosphere
conduclve to an objective con-
solidated study unhindered by
the threat of further annexation
or incorporation attempts,'”
said Opperthauser.

«“Despite the disclaimers of
officials from the various gov-
erning bodles, there still exists
the ever present realistic dan-
ger that Individual citizens and
groups in the community can
themselves start more annexa-
tion attempts.

+There {s, therefore, 2150 the

from
pmceedtne with further annexa-
tion or incorporation attempts
may be helpful, but are wholly
inadequate, We need to legally
preserve our Indlvidual terri-
tories and status unti) this ob-
jective and comprehensive
study can be completed and
digested.”

.

.

IT WAS the reactionin Farm~
ington city circles that Oppert-
hauser and any who share his
thinking have ‘‘the cart before
the horse.""

All councilmen contacted ex-
pressed the view that they al-

ready have gone to sufficlent
lengths with last Monday's re~
solution, and that the govern-
mental study should be
completed before anyone pet-
itlons for another election of
any type--annexation, area~
wide unification, or incorpor-
ation of all or part of the
existing township.

Supervisor Hall’s reaction, n
contrast, was couched in the
phrase, ‘‘This, glves us the
ball,”

He expressed the viewthatan
election on incorporating all
four existing governmental ter-
ritorles into one city could be
forced through petitions signed
by one per cent of the qualified
voters of the city and township,
Residents of the two villages
are legally considered to reslda
1n the township,

MSU Institute Says
It Can Do Area Study

By SUE SHAUGHNESSY

Michigan State University
will submit & proposal for a

the area and the various gove
ernmental units.

The ftnal reports would sum-
marize the data and examine

study of
development of me Farmington
area to tfie Future Farmington
Area Study Committee.

Actual submisston of the pro-
posal will be during the first
week in December, according
to Dr. Robert Andersoa, assls-
tant of the MSU Institute for
Community Services.

“We have located personnel
and will draft a study propasal
to submit {o the committee,’
Anderson sald. #We would be

prepared to start work on the

project after the first of the
year, depending on the reaction
of the committee,” he con-
cluded.
« e

ACCORDING to the lastitute
spokesman,the studj would be
wsimilar in many respects”
to the proposal submitted last
spring.

‘That proposal called for the
examination of existing data on
the growth and development of

Strasser
Heads
Field

Ninety-nive of the Village
of Quakertown's 227 register-
ed voters went to the polls
this week, and although all six
candidates for local office were
unopposed not a single one got
all 99 votes,

Clerk Mattye Strasoer, seek-
ing her third term, led the
ticket with 95 votes in Tues-
day’s balloting,

In contrast, F,J, Orians, tun-
ning for the office of village
president as sucaessor to
Charles Stevensan, polled 84
and tratled the fleld,

Other totals included:

Cownclimen Robert D, Alla-
ben, 86, and Frank G, Lock-
hart, 89; Treasurer Willlam
L, Cogsdill, $4; Assessar Wil-
liam R, Amperse, $4.

Cogsdill will be serving his
ffth term and - Lockhart his
second, Allaben and Amperse
were elected to first terms,
All six officials will serve two
years, and will bs sworn in st
2 meeting to be schaduled later
this month,

'Rehabilitati

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Whet is
tha Farmington Youth Guidence
Committee? Who are-its mem
bers and how is it supported?
What is its function? These and
other questions about the citi-
z8n-based youth group are ex-
amined and answered in » ser
ies by Obsarver Stalf Writer
Elizabath Wissman, This is the
fourth of 8 serias examining the
Youth Guidance Committy

By ELIZABETH WISSMAN

To “CDmpl.Llh its primary
goal of prevention of delin-
quency and peglect, the Farm-
ington,Youth Guidance Commit-

. ‘!- (YGC) proceeds throughtwo
pxocaisu.

)

In the area of pr

Youth Guidance 1V

on Is Case Worker

the community organizaticn Is
employed.

In the area of rehabilitation-«
the case work process is used
through work with LarryCarps,
trained casaworker appointed
by the Protective Service Pro-
gram of the Oakland County
Probate Court,

An examination of the case
‘work process reveals anumber
of elements.

TAKE THE hypothetical case
of Bl referred to the YGC
by the school,

(The YGC through its case
study sub-committee, beaded

by Dr. Sanford
vides a case study and treat-
ment plan for referredclients.)

‘The first step Carps took ln
working with Bill was to ex-
plain the volunatry nature of
the service offered to him
20d bis family,

The reason for the referral
in Bill’s case was found to be
school truancy and school ln-
corrigibility.

.

THE CASEWORKER obtalned
this information about BllL:

He was obnoxious I classes,
causing  classroom  distur-
bances; he was often absest

from school; be was assoctated
with undesirables within his

‘peer group; he lacked motiva-

ticn.

At home, Btll suffered from
sibling rivalry; he lacked lnitia-
tiva 1o reqard to

study committee which made

the diagnosis that be suffered

from emotional deprivation.
oo

A THREE-PART treatment

transferred to another school
1n addition to receiving counsel-
ing, progress was made in
terms of family relations.

Bill became interested n the
fleld of and looks

plan was

tests;

chores; although healthy, he
was unkempt and had low self-
esteem.

Otber Informaticn indicated
he had poor parental super-
vision, there was family dis~
orgaatzation and poor financial
ability,

Without reference to family
pame, tbe Informaticn about
Bill was analyzed by the case

changes in bome and school
enviroament; support of Bill
in developing a better self-
image,
To bring this about 2 pumber
of community resources were
utilized: A.D.C., school and pri=
vate agencles.

1In working out the difficulty,
the famlly became involved in
family counseling, the boy was

/

forward to attending a trade
school.
.o

THIS IS ONLY ane example
of the many ways in which &
boy or girl may be referred
to the YGC. :

It is also only coe example
of the many ways in which the
necessary servicesaretailored
to fit & family's particular
needs.

its to

organization and cooperation.
The| report, however, would not
proyide a conclusion as to pos-
sible

ed Oct. 23 to support an area
study and pay its share of
the costs. The Farmington City
Council and the Councils of
the Villages of Quakertown and
Wood Creek Farms had pre-
viously voted to support the
study.

Cost of the study proposal.
was pegged at $3,500,

MSU withdrew its proposal
when the township board voted
to withhold any action on the
request prior to the Oct. 23
incorporation election.

THE TOWNSHIP BOARD vot-

One of the of the
study, Anderson noted,was that
the people conducting it would
have ready access to the ex-
isting data of the four govern-
mental units,

“'We don’t intend to generate
new data or to hire a staff to
dig it all out,” he said.

County Slates One
New Road Project

Except for the widening of
Farmington Road to four lahes
between Eight and Nine Mile
Roads, only one primary con-
struction project has been
slsted in this area for 1868
by the Oakland County Road
Commission.

That one is the widening and
resurfacing of all four legs’
of the Intersection of 10 Mile
and Orchard Lake Roads, Cost
af this job is estimated at $25,~

Depending upon the availa-
bility of funds, four major pro-
Jects have been tentatively in-
cluded on the Road Commis-
slon’s construction calendar for
the two following years, 1069
and 1970,

Widening of Eight Mile Road
to five lanes from Farmington
Road to Orchard Lake Road,
Estimated cost, $700,000,

Widening of 12 Mile Road to
22 feet for the two and a half
miles between Orchard Lake
Road and Northwestern High-
way. Estimated cost, $80,000,

Surfacing of 14 Mile Road for
the nine-tenths of a mile be-
tween Northwestern Highway
and Mjddle Belt Road, Esti-

SVIOKEHEATERS — Farmington Township firemen

mated cost, $150,000,
Surfacing of Haggerty Road
for the two miles from 10 Mile
to 12 Mile Road, Estimated
cost, $300,000,
e

THESE FOUR projects are
among 30 whichthe County Road
Commission hopes to finishbe-
fore the end of 1970 at 1 to-
tal estimated cost of $7,440,000, .
All the rest are in other areas
of the county,

The schedule puts off until
after 1970 any further improve-
ment of 14 Mile Road east of
Middle Belt, or the surfacing
of interfor roads in the west-
ern reaches of the township,

Frazer W, Staman, chairman
of the Road Commission, told
the Board of Supervisors re-

cently:

#The principal reason for &
road provlem in Oakland Coun-
ty 18 the rapid increase in
population and vehicles owned
by our residents,

“Vehicle registration in Oak-
land County has gone up from
162,610 in 1950 to 385,117 in
1965 and is expected to exceed
480,000 by 1970, If that many
vehicles were placed end toend
it would make a traffic jam
more than 1,800 miles long,"

are shown using a portable fan to draw smoke from
the attic of the Ciro Grana home at 31801 Dohany Dr.
where they extinguished a house blaze Tuesday night.
The fire was the second at the same address within'
recent years and was blamed on faulty el ectric wiring.



