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‘What
hipBies?
The question was a little bit
startling because it didn't seem
to-follow the trend of the conver-
satlon ahd the fact that it had

do you lh_ink of the

been put to us with remarkable
frequendy.

Maybe with' all this in mind
it's timd for a:bit of thinking in
print’ atjout the hippie phenom-
enop. By this we mean the more
peaceful corner of the hippies—
the ‘flower children.

. THE STOCK ANSWER is that
mgopbe the hippies are smarter
than"all ‘the rest of us combined.

Generzally speaking the hippies
are a reasonably fortunate lot.
They manage fo exist with their
simple want met and they have
avoided |the nine to five rat race
pacé of {the ordinary citizen.

The ¢lder generation decries
them and moans about “What is
the,. youngier| generation coming
art |
‘At the opening session of the
Farfnington Town Hall series not
too *long ago!the ladies asked
Hildegartde T/h:n she thought of
the hippies. | |;

The young| entertainer, who
has been atolnd for so many
vears, daid:

“fThose prof souls. Let's hope
idis jlist d phase—it makes us
ful in! the eyes of the
wotld. :
. bish to’ that type of an
nnswer‘ |
. .

WHY|HAVE the hippies grown
30.in strength?

Maybe theé answer is that the
rpyemdnt provides a simple an-
sieef in| thegry—love for all—to
lhf’\vcr. complex pressing nrob-

n
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* Richard M. Nixon wears very
singere | neckties, usually blue
with white polka dots.

He flicks his even-set deep
eyes at|the oncomer and shakes
hands with ‘afsoft pulling pres-
sure. Inl small rooms, you could
run intg the wall,

Nixon| talks. with polish and
‘ease and knows at least the jar-
.gon of public’issues. When un-
cértain,/ he can fill a reporter's
notebook withiwords that do not
connect: |

In 1960 as the GOP nominee
_against John F. Kennedy, he de-
vised Maudlin Thursday, the Day

“tHe Pody Died, improved upon
the family 'situation comedy on
TV and 'proved that man is dog's
best friend.| |
- So figure him against Romney
.in New Hampshire:
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ROMNEY DRESSES like ev-
ery millionaire businessman
would like to, shakes hands like
he wants to Indian wrestle; and
if you are a, whimsical critic, he
will grdb your shoulder and de-
bate. You pick the subject.

Romrley speaks to those peo-
ple in a delicious shorthand, con-
necting slogans and phrases from

« oo By Don

ek Easy Answers

lems of society.

The acceptance of the hippies
by the young is very similar to
the adult acceptance of the ex-
tremist movement of the John
Birch Society.

Not every adult has rushed
out to join the local chapter of
the Birch Society, but the com-
ment is often heard that the
Society has some good ideas.

These comments come from
the “older’’ generation.

The same thing happens with
the youth. They don't all run
away from home to become hip-
pies, but they are certainly inter-
ested in the movement.
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1T'S EXTREMELY difficult to
be a kid today. Sitting in this
corner at the ripe old age of 28,
this writer can say she wouldn't
want to be a teenager now.

The pressures are too great.

Marks, college, all the talk
about the changing patterns of
morals and family life . . . they
all have an effect.

“THE OLDER" generation .is
also reacting to the increasing
pressures of society. At this level
though they have different terms
—job, status. paying the bills,

etc. N

Add to all the local type of
pressures a very nagging war in
a far-away corner of the world
that no one seems to know how to
cope with.

With all this in mind is it any
wonder that organizations pro-
viding simple answers to com-
plex problems stir a responsive
chord in the hearts of the people?

We don't think so. o

—Sue Shaughnessy

Week That

Hoenshell

ed a baby that belonged to some-
body else.

Nixon has political enemies
from his early campaign in Cali-
fornia for Congress against Helen
Gahagan Douglas. Even now
they hate him, but can’t remem-
ber why.

During his vicepresidency
with Eisenhower, Nixon had
just the proper piety during
the heart attack and the other
illness in Denver.

He lost by an e{elash to JFK,
an election Republicans still con-

tend was stolen from Nixon in
Cook County by Chicago’s Mayor
Daley, and lost again to Demo-
crat Pat Brown for the governor-
ship of California.

So figure Romney and Nixon in

New Hampshire.
. e

.
LAST TIME OUT for Nixon
there, he lost to Henry Cabot
Lodge, then in the Far East as an
ambassador who was a write-in
candtdate. !
During the campaign, report-
ers were kept away from Him-
self. When it started, the fellows
in the Nixon press entourage
were pro-Nixon., When it ended,
they weu[pro—Ktnnedy. !
the feeling that Nixon
is @ political chameleon who fits
and approach to his
It's not wrong, but it's

earlier peeches with dashes and - There i3
n Hardly ever a semi-
colon. ! his mood
And Romney isa ive cam- di
. paigner. He could don an Indian

headdrdss and still score. To any-
nowledge, he hasn't kiss-

off-key when everybody knows it.
Romney comes off more sin-
cere than, a necktie. He tries to
i : rather than agree.

onse And
Nonsense

fou buy a G.M. car for
¢ so last year? Congratu-
You paid the salary and
bonuses of :Chairman of the
Board | Frederic Donner — for
one day.

Yet

ture ol

\. Did
$2,166
lations.

‘e .. .
as anyone ever seen a pic-
Fred Donner smiling?

The fact that he’s never made
peace with the English lan-
guage doesn’t matter much,
since few people have.

The feeling here is that Rom-
ney will win over Nixon in New
Hampshire, have a tougher time
in Wisconsin — though provincial
loyalties are thicker than blood
in politics— and then dive on his
chin at some point before the
national convention.

If it doesn’t happen that way,
stop believing in neckties and go
out and kick a beagle.
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OBSERVATION POINT

By Philip H. Power

i

One of the nice things about
our political folklore is that much
of it is conveniently inaccurate.

For example, readers of this
column will remember that some

* months ago we argued that the

real difference between Republi-
cans and Democrats is that the
former drink imported beer by
the bottle whilst the latter con

sumed Stroh’s by the quart,

Inaccurate in detail, sure; but
a convenient way of expressing a
symbol of some of the deeper dif-
ferences between the parties.
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NOW COMES another picce of
{olklore which wends its way
through our political discourse
like (please forgive me, proof-

readers) typographical errors in
a newspaper.

Republicans think Democrats
believe that the only way to get
things done in a society is to call
on some form of government and
that any involvement by private
enterprise is at bottom selfish.
Democrats, on the other hand,
think Republicans will go to any
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‘Open Housing’

Suburbias Deafening Silence

Two words guaranteed to stir
a heated debate in any bar, living
room, or street corner in the sub-
urbs is '‘Open Housing.”

Plymouth City Commission-
ers are going through the agonies
of formulating, considerating,
and finally, acting on a local
housing ordinance.

The Detroit Common Council -

is doing the same and the State
Legislature is politicking with a
state fair housing bill.

The open housing debate
across the state, and in most
parts of the country, recalls the
comments made when the U.S.
Congress was considering feder-
al civil rights bills in the 1950's
and early 1960's. !

“You can’t legislate moral-
ity,” civil rights opponents said.

BUT THEIR col in

of State's daughter married a
person of another race although
they didn't live in the same
neighborhood.

. e

THE PROBLEMS of “Negro
-Crime’ and “Negro Immorality”
continually echoed by white
adults has an empty ring when

one looks at the headlines in the
Garden City and Westland Ob-
servers in recent months.

Open housing to keep Negroes
out? Maybe we should have a
“closed housing™ bill to screen
some of the Caucasian element to
‘keep our streets safe.

~Leonard Poger

Bow-Wow! Here
Comes Integration

i
i
i
i
‘ Frequently in suburbia, some-
‘one asks you, *“Would you want
ione of THEM living on your
block?” or “Don’t you think
THE:\" wloulgnl_z'c unhappy in this
od

state legislatures went right
ahead and passed laws on rape,
murder,  adultery, and prostitu-
tion.

In all of the heated words on
open housing in suburban De-
troit, there has be en a nearly-
deafening silence on the subject
in most of the communities serv-
iced by the Observer newspap-
ers, except in Plymouth.

With the exception of West-
land. the communities of Garden
City, Livonia, Redford Township,
and Farmington are lily-white
suburbs whose residents (or at
least most of them) want to keep
their towns exactly that way.

One Garden City mother told
this writer, who wanted to know
what all the objections were bas-
ed on: “Wait until you have'a
daughter of your own."”

The inference was obvious but
the tone of her voice was chang-
ed at least one iota when it was
pointed out that the lily-white
suburbs have a crime rate in-
crease even higher than the
large urbanized regions.

On top of that, the Secretary
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| their style of

* Meaning, of course, the dark-
skinned race.

Well, I can't speak for the
whole neighborhood, but I'd say
that how I would react, and{whe-
ther a Negro family would be
happy, would ‘depend on whether
they have a dog.

The entire world consists of
two classes of people. No, not
men and women — for there are
individuals who cross over in be-
havior. No, not colored and white
—for there are people of mixed
race and of races that are not
clearly in any category. No, not
communists and capitalists
either.

Rather, the two distinct classes
in the world. are doggy people
and non-doggy Peopl.e.

;3

OURS HAPPENS TO BE most-
1y a doggy people neighborhood.

Non-doggy people are unhappy
around dogs. It is a statistical
fact that the neighborhood dog
corps will pick the lawn and
shrubs of a non-doggy home to
use as a communal latrine. Ironi-
cally, in a doggy neighborhood,

clean, you should get a dog.

Moreover, non-doggy people
are uncomfortable around dogs,
and dogs are uncomfortable
around them. This is not to criti-
cize anyone. It's just a fact of
life,

After examining many plans
for segregation and their rati-
ocinations, I conclude firmly
that only one makes any sci-
entific sense: Doggy people
should have their neighbor-
hoods, and non-doggy people
theirs. )

This is not a snobbish plan aim-
ed at creating second<class citi-
zenship for non-doggy people.
Non-doggy peolple are entitled to

ife, and I respect
it. The notion that “every child
should have a puppy” is hog-

" wash, if you'll pardon the mixed
. metaphor. Non-doggy people
' shouldn't have dogs, and should-

n't have others’ dogs inflicted on
them. :

if you want to keep your lawn

A DOGGY-TYPE white man of
religious faith A and an income
of X has more in common with a
doggy-type -brown man of religi-
ous faith B and an income of Y
than he does with a non-doggy
person of the same color, religi-
ous faith and income. Doggy peo-
ple are a class apart. Their mu-
tual pampering and enjoyment of
a canine bind them together.
Racial lines disappear, like a
pound of hamburger among a
pack of doggies.

I've had the experience of
overcoming the wall between
strangers of different races at a
business dinner. The man next to
me was a Negro and a doggy per-
son. Pretty soon, we were swap-
ping tales of our dogs''tricks,

lengths| to keep government out
of evetything and that private
enterprise is at bottom the only
salvation for society.

Put hnother way, it's a case of
“Business, Si; government, No"

opposed to ‘“Government, Si;
business, No."”
It’s nice to see that both gen- '

eralizafions have recently been
shown |inaccurate by the very
people most prone to use them.
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TAKE FIRST THE Republi-
cans ahd their supposed feelings
about the evil of government and
the good of business. .

Governor Romney's,, biggest
problem just now is to show con-
clusively that he's been so great ™
a governor of Michigan sthat his
fairly obvious deficiencies on the
national and international. {ront
won't hinder his drive to get the
Republican presidentiol nomina-
tion. The big pDroblcm in Michi-
gan since the Detroit riots has
been the racial question. E

So !how does Romney handle
it? By putting the bite on the
Legislature to pass an open hous-
ing law. Which is the same thing
as asking the government to take
actioni in an area which private
enterprise has had some
troubles. !

0ddly, it's the Demdgtats (or
at least some of them, Including
some legislators from Observer-
land) who are trying to duck gov-
ernment involvement on this one.
Some pf them even sound like
Republicans, saying that govern-
ment really ought not get involv-
ed in private property questions.

. s e

DEMOCRATIC folklore has
been recently shown to be just as
wrong with respect to big busi-
*ness.

The New Detroit Committee,
composed and sparked:gnainly by
the big Detroit-based i
.has been about the on!
creative thing to come
riots. The Committee
twisting arms all over
an attempt to solve so
probleins that led to
Jooking like a World Wak]
tlefield. In fact, o
government  work looked
stale by comparison.

But even more imaginative
have been certain big companies
and in particular -the Michigan
Bell Telephone Company.
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NOW I'M NO fan of Michigan
Bell. I got sore when they tried to
con me into buying those pink
Princess phones. 1 am convinced
their billing system is fouled up.
And I froth at the mouth with
that “Do not staple, spindle or
mutilate” bit (he{ put on their
computer card bills.

But their newly-announced
program to adopt Northérn High.
School, an almost entirely Ncgro}
school in the inner city, to bring
the kids special training to help®
them get solid jobs when they.
graduate, has gone & lang way to,
change my mind.

Briefly, the prograi involves,
the Michigan Bell people-toming
inta the school to tcnclk rses
both about how to go aboy\ get-.
ting and keeping a job and ':\li’qul,

_the specifics of possible jobs With
the phone company. Electronics.
Teleph hnol Little

an
habits on a can-you-top-this
basis, .

wires and where they go.
kind of stuff.

he pany says it hopes

His dog was a_ schn
and mine is a poodle, s0 natu-
rally I won. A schnauzer is the
smartest there is, he insisted.
Yeah, but poodles are human,
What would life be like if a
Negro family moved onto one of
_our streets? Well, look at it this
way. ) R
On our block, three-fourths of
the dogls are either brown or
black. 1 don't know how all the
others live, but our black terror
sleeps in our bed, basks by our
fire and drinks beer from the
same mug with us. N
1f we can live that closcly with
a black dog in the same house, it
won't kill us to have a family of
black human beings on the same
block.
—~Tim Richard

other businesses will follow
along. I hope so, too. ..
P

WHAT THE COMPANY is
really testing in this program is
whether there is room for effec-
tive and creative effort by pri-
vate enterprise in solving an in-
tense social problem. This does
not sound like a selfish business
10 me; after all, the phone com-
pany didn't have to do it.

But they did decide to do
something, and something that
will have a direct impact on help-
ing Negro kids become a part of
society instead of -a, bunch of
angry onlookers. !

Folklore goes down the drain,
yet again. . *

And it's a good thing.



