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GIANT CH ISTMAS TREE — A special machine scooped up this huge Black Hill

Pine Iasi week and moved it to a new permanent planting al the entrance to Hun-
ter’s Rxdge The pine is thought to be one of a few in that area which was brought
from Germany!s Black Forest. Forty feet tall, the tree will make a beautiful Christ-

mas display during the holidays.

{

Che

vur tam rpdlo operators
of the ¥
will partjcipat
wide program
mas  mdssage
tamiltes {o mill
overseas.,

m a nation-
b send Christ-
| from area
ary personnel

af theplanwas
U} Watzke, of
o'1s Michigan
Military Affi-

John
on, W
bt th

made by
Farmingt
director

S. Makes Yule

lsate Radio System, an organ-
ization of more than 11,000
licensed amateur rad:wv station
operators throuzhout the United
States.

“AS ITS prime functional
mission ~and  purpose, the
M.A.RS. organizationpro-
vides--on. a completely volun~
tary basis--factlittes for re-
celving and sending personal,

I*A r

Farming!
drive jto ¢
that th
in Fatml
Goodfellow
2384 fx‘lom

“Light

ound Farmington I

(on Goodfellows have begun their
llect the names of needy families so
tvill be *'No Child Withaut A Christmas”
pton. If you know of a family needing
assistance call either 474-3440 or 474-
u m. to 5 p. m. Monday throughFriday.

Up For Toys“' That's the cry of the

Farmingtoh Elks as they prepare to canvass the
city fqr usable toys Tuesday, Dec. 12, from 8 to

10 p.m. THe

'Elks will stop only at homes which

. have the gorch light on so if you have Toys for

Tots, light

up yaur porch light.

-
UP IN THE AIR-Karen Blodgett of Troop 1036 climbed

the fad ‘a tp

frim the top of the tree.
!

rler Overseas

thirg-party,. morale-bullding
messages between military
perdonnel overseas and par-
entd, relatives and friends at
horq‘e,'- Watzke stated.

He sald the procedure is
based on these three require-
merjts:

The sender must provide the
xecltnem's complete address,
Incliding pame, rank, serial
nu:Lb.r and APO or FPO pum-

" h

mitation of the message
confent to a maximum o 25
words,

orgs.

THE FOUR qualified opera-
tor4 In Farmington ready to
handle such traffic (and the
phohe number of each) include
Wa'tzke, himselt, (476-1337),
wWalter Di-Long (425-3622), Ken
Trambley (474-2050) and Ron
Peterka (425-4368).

“We will gladly handle yule-
tide greetings or other mes-
sagbs any evening between
seven and 10 p.m., »* Watzke
said.

i

SU Experts Wil

1 Make

- Area Governmental Study

The services of a team of
Michigan State University ex-
perts were engaged Thursday
night by the Future Farmington
Area Study Committee to con-
duct 4 governmental analysis
of the'36-square-mile commu-
nity. |

The fee: $5,000.

‘The, committee ‘also voted
o ask the four existing gov-
ernments--the Township of
Farmington, City of Farming-
ton and the Villages of Wood-
creek Farms andQuakertown--
to provide the necessary funds
pro rated on the equalized val-
uation of each.

These decislons were made
after the committee had heard
a detatled proposition from {ive

representatives of MSU’s lasti-
tute for Community Develop-
ment and Services, under whose
direction the study will take
place.

Dr. Duane L, Gibson, direc~
tor of the Institute who headed
the delegation from East Lans-
ing, sald the investigation can
be started early in January.
He anticipates completion by
next Oct. 1.

.o

HE RECALLED that last
spring the Institute had placed
2 $3,500 price tag on- its ser~
vices for a Farmington study
and explaiped the iIncrease to
$5,000 by saying, “*This will
take more time and energy than

18,000

our first plan,”

Bills Ready

An‘estimated 18,000 1967
Flrm(n'(m Tawnshlp lax state-
ments will go into the mall
Monday, and by and large the
reciplents will find thelr tax
biils' just about the same as
last year.

For the firsttime, each states
ment, shows the equalized
valuation of the property In
question, as well as the total *
tab,

Township property lying
within the Farmington School
District s being taxed at &
rate of $46.64 per $1,000 of
equalized valuation, This com-
pares with a rate of $93,04
a year ago--but whi ~ this is.,
almost a 50 par ceiit Yeouctid
assessments have been doubled.

Ancther change 1s that the
equalizaticn factor inthe Town-
ship has been reduced from
2.10t0 2,01,

Of the $46.64 per thousand,
$9. 25 is earmarked for county
use,’ $4.74 for the township
and $32.64 !nr schools

PFOPERTY 0“’1\ERS within

On the
Inside...

the City of Farmington recelved
thelr county and school tax
statements almost two weeks
ago, and these amounted to
$40,47 per thousand, The city's
own tax levy is billed n July,

Different rates apply totown-
ship property which lies within
efther the Clarenceville or
Walled Lake School Districts.

In the case of Clarenceville,
the 1967 rate is $50.48 while
property owners in the north-
west corner of the towaship
who are within the Walled Lake
district, have a rate of $41,40.
These compare with $95,77 and
$80.04 respectively for 1966,

The between the

Major assignment for the
crew sent here by MSU will
be “to examinealternative ways
of organizing government for
the area, and to determine the
consequences of each,” said
Dr. Gibson,

The committee was told that
data to be examined will include
population, land use, economic
base, tax and revenue resources
and selected governmental ser-
vices.

The proposal stated: “'The
relation of tbese factors to
such forms of government as
the following will beanalyzed--
township, charter township, vil=
lage, city, spectal assessment
districts, metropolitan dis-
tricts and combinations of these
structures,”

ACCEPTAKCE of the MSU
study plan comes closely on
the heels of two related mat-
ters which have kept the local
political pot boiling in recent
months.

First was the defeat at the
polls in October of a proposal
for incorporating part of the
township as a separate city.

Second was the township
board’s more recent resolution
asking that the three other gov-
ernments join in fostering an
election on the question of con-
solidating the entire area as
one city, Proponents’claim this
would legally guarantee con-
tinuance of the status quo while
such a study as that by MU
is In progress.

Representatives of all four
governments sat in with the
committee Thursday to hear
Dr, Gibson and his aides out-
line their plan, and several

polnted questions were asked -

pertaining to the effect anelec-
tioa . might have on the study.

“We still would atm for ob-
jectivity,” he answered. *‘An
election would not cause us to

plememmz changes in govern=
mental structure and relation-
ships will be cited and briefly
desdribed. .

«Conclustons  and recom-

pull out unless the study was mendations concerning gov-
jeopardized by excessive par- ernmental organization and in-
tisan activity by the Future terj-governmental —arrange-

Farmington Area Study Com-
mittee s such, or its mem-
bers. The actions taken by
governmental bodles ~ won’t
bother us."”

It is with the Farmington
committee that the Institutean-
ticipates having its contract
for the project, not the four
governments,

s

AN EXECUTIVE grow to
hapdle further dealings with
the Jastitute was recommended.

Dr. John Richardson, chalr-
man of the study committee,
wiil ‘represent that body and
each of the fpur governments
will be asked to appolnt one
officlal representative and an
alternate, as will the Board
of Commerce, Jaycees and the
League of Women Voters.

Highlights of the Institute’s
proposal included these state-

ents:

“The primary objective is
to estimate and project future
needs for government services
for the urbanizing Farmington
area and to evaluate alternate
organizational ways of meeling
such needs,

“The, study s designed to
provide an analysis of govern-
mental  service obtainable

mel
winl
Judgment of the Institute staft,
such statements are warranted
by {he data and its analysis.”

ts for the Farmington area
be made wherever, in the

Dr. Gibson said the full stat!

of the Institute will be utllized
nhure appropriste. However,
Kemeth Verburg will be field
diréctor, aided primarily by :
William Ice, :

Council

pproves

Bpnd Sale

Bonds to finance construction

of water and sewer facilities.tn
the Woodcraft Subdivision have
been purchased by the National
Baik of Detroit.

Blds for $159,000 issue were
ened at Monday night's City

Council’ session. National Bank

Detroit was the low bidder,
total of $124,000 will be

financed by spectal assessment,

le $35,000 of the bond issue
1 be general obligation bonds.
n other actlon the council;
ehpproved 1968 bond plates

through relevant, legally based  fof the twotaxiservices, Farm-
alternative forms. of govem- ington Cab Company and Subur-
ment organization. bah Checker Cab Company,

“The results of this x\udy
should provide baseline infor-
maticn which can be used by

three dlstricls is caused pri-
marjly by differences in the
school levy, -

‘Township Treasurer Elise P,
Avery said that abowt 40 per
cent of the estimated 18,000
individual statements will be
gent directly to banks and
mortgage companies, Dupli-
cates are not mailed to house-
holders in such cases.

PR

TAXES MAY BE paid prior
to Feb, 14 without penaity, After
that date, Michigan law requires
that a four per cent penalty
be added, This also s true

for owners of property within

the city.

A.measure of the area’s ex-
panding population and ec-
onomic growth is apparent in

Community Calendar. . .24
Editorial . ... ... .28
How To Combat

Shoplifting. . . .. .- -3A
Oakland hental

Health Board., . . .. .. sA
Sports. ... ... 910-11A
WantAds ... .. Section C
Women's .. ... ... 4-6A

| UNDER COVER—-That s how Valerie West of Bmwme
Troop 344 put her ornaments on the tree as she re-
lrealed under a large umbrella. *

a of the 1966 and
1967 combined equalization
valve of property in the city
and township,

The township figure rose
from $108,026,499t0$119,761,
780, while In the city It jumped
from last year's $30,444,980
to its present $33,672,190, To-
gether the increase was from
$138,471,479 to $153,433,970,

Police Nab
Four With
Stolen Car

Four Detroit men were ar-
rested by City of Farmington
police shortly before dawn
Tuesday and charged with pos-
sessfon of a stolen car.

Officers who first became
suspicious while observing the
foursome driving a 1966 Pon-
tiac convertible on Grand River.
trailed the car as it followed
a route down Maple, Freedom,
Orchard Lake and Nine Mile
Rds,

A radfo check on the Pooti-
ac’s license number brought
word that the vehicle had been
stolen, and the four arrests
were made after stopping the
car at Nine Mile and

the study govern-

. ment officials and the cilizens

of the area to determine which
form of governmental or inter~
governmental organization will

best meet their future needs. l

#“Legal procedures for im-

Add Many

whiich operate In the city.

eNamed City Manager John
han 25 its legislative contact
kn to work with the Michigan
Mgm:lpal League,

Scheduled a public hearing

fof Jan, 2 on a proposed re-

2gning to allow construction of
parking lot behind the Mich-
ghn Bell Telephone bullding.

Features

During News Strike

Realizing that readers will
. storfes and features because
ropolitan Detroit Newspaper:

This edition contains:
in New York .. .....

Suburban Democrats support

i Two local Cangressmen askt

Taken into custody were
Clarence Adams, Artie Adams,
Michael Hendrix and Lynn Cal«
vin, They have been turned over
to Detroit police for prosecu-

tion,

AN ANNUAL EVENT-Each year Farmington's
Girl Scouts trim the Christmas tree in front of
City Hall. This year's rainstorm didn‘t stop the

>

before raising taxes, . .

not attempt to force collect!
of France's 6.85 billfon Wor
War 1 del

papers will keep you up-to-daf
each edition for the duratjon|

Detrott Lions have a big job at

their own, Senator Sander Lavin
trom BerKley, for State C
10 cut spendig

U.S. Treasury Dept. says it wi

miss some of the major
of the strike of the Met-
s} the Observer News-
o in mafor events with
of the news blackout,

ad
berenvo, Page 104
ote of

airman, , . Page 10C
h .

v eees o PagelB
1
1on
rid

«o . Page 10A

‘Scouts Help Prov1de Festlve Cheer For C

1

scouts from thé completion of the project. Fol-
lowing the tree trim the skouts sang Christmas

Carols.



