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A Great Governor
..But President?!?

Gorgeous George Romney rode
m'o the state capitol astride a
white horse slightly more than
five yvears ago.

Since that time the growth of
the man as a professional poli-
tician has been fascinating to
watch.

He has been a'good governor
for the state.

e e e

HOWEVER, (and this is the
rub) I'm not so certain that he
will make a good president. It
should be noted that I say this
having worked as a volunteer in
two of Romney’s campaigns for
governor and would vote for him
again tomorrow for that post.

[ should also add that LBJ is a
particutarly unappetizing Presi-
dent and the GOP will really
have to throw the election out the
window to lose my vote.

But I'm still not sold on Rom-
ney for 1600 Pennsylvania Ave.

This mild fecling of dismay has
been building for months.

Romney charges he is “brain-
washed.""

He goes to farm country and
comes up with the easy solution
of abolishing all the farm sur-
plus. (Granted., something must
be done about the surplus prob-
lem, but you can't just abolish
thera.)

He becomes upset when a fur-
or arises after he calls LBJ a
“political animal.” Truman had

This Is The

Republicans have come back
from the ideological blahs to the
point they're ready to legitimate-
ly challenge Democrats nation-
ally and restore past glories in
Michigan,

It is a sort of political flu that
afflicts the overconfident and
the dreamers who think they can
do it themselves . . .

. . Without little people like
you and me who go to the polls
on clection day. *

Republicans “learned after the
Goldwater debacle that the ma-
jor purpose of a political party is
to win elections, and it is the duty
of those they elect to indulge in
philosophy.

It is a lesson Michigan Demo-
crats are re-learning in agonizin,
steps. The fellows back in
Corner in 1958 preached at Gov.
Williams he couldn’t be touched,
that re-election would be unani-
mous.

There was the governor on
elcction night thanking his slate
for “pulling me in with them.”
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GOV. ROMNEY'S first cam-
paign for governor was outside
the party. [n some dutstate towns
there were scgnrate headquar-
ters—Romney headquarters and
Republican headquarters. .

There is the recollection of a
series of conversations with for-
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«« « By Don Hoenshell

|
a saying about “if |[you can't
stand the heat . . ."" that the gov-
ernor should examine.
All these things contributed to

the general feeling.
e e

THE LATEST isshie of the
Michigan GOP’s newspaper ar-
rived today. Needless to say, the
lead story was on Romney's an-
nouncement that he| would go
after the GOP presidéntial nom-
ination.

Elly Peterson,  the
GOP state chairman
in an editorial that:

“In George Romney, the Am-
erican people have a great lead-
er; a man of destiny; a man who
will restore the contidence of the
people in themselves|through a
resurgence of the people’s con-
tidence in their government and
in the principles upon Which their
government was founded.”

Really! The rank pnd file of
the GOP are too intelligent to
swallow that type of rhetoric.

So ar¢ the voters.

PRI

EVER SINCE Kennedy the
country and the politicians have
been talking about [“style” in
government. JFK had the style
and he ncver talked about it.
That's the difference.

Exclusive of style or lack of it,
Romney reminds onel of a mod-
ern Don Quixote. He gets our
sympathy, but not out support,

—Sue Shaughnessy

energetic
observes

Week Tbrat

G. Milliken whose political fu-
ture may be stunted by years in
the shadow.  Aside |from him,
Republican choices other than
Romney are zero.

Democrats, out of pffice since
Romney came on the scene as
governor Jan, 1, 1963, are beset
with internal problems, some of
them philosophical. r[

They need a new btate chair-
man now that Zollon;:rency has
quit, and the only name in sight
is Sander Levin. He maybe won't
win every election, but nobody
will sleep much unmLhe does,

Nationally, Repuhlicans are
coming back under|the chair-

manship of Ray Bliss, who
would trade the philosophers

for one doorbell puncher any
day of the week.

And give change,
green stamps.

And nationally, the seers say
this Republican development is a
contribution to a corjtinuing two-
party system, a resurgence of
the warp and woof of|the political
system.

In Michigan, the|.Democrats
have got to come back, too, sub-
limating if possible [the internal
issues and winning " elections
again. Politics, it i$ said, is a
game of cat and mouse.

And nobody likes to be a
mouse,

and maybe
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OBSERVATION POINT

lip H. Power

They're putting up the Christ-
mas decorations in Plymouth
and Farmington. In Livonia you
can hear carols drifting out of
the shops. The business districts
in Westland and Garden City
have sprouted with green and
gold, and people in Redford are
starting to put colored lights on
their houses.

Although you wouldn’t know it
from the combination of fog, rain,
slop and slush we've been served

for weather lately, the Christmas
season has come.

Feeling full of the Christmas
spirit (not to mention the guilt
produced by a long list of un-done
seasonal buying) I went shopping
over the weekend. What follows
is a set of disconnected observa-
tions on the Christmas scene hete
in Observerland;

.

IT'S AN ODD feeling to be

on the ground. Some people seem
to like it (‘“Thank heavens I don't
have to fight the slippery roads
together with the traffic, said
one elderly lady as she clutched
her shopping bag) but to me it
feels as uncomfortable as a base-
ball game without hot dogs.
Snow for Christmas, at least
here in Michigan, is part of the
culture. You see it in the ads;
you hear about it in the carols;
you know Santa's reindeer will
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An Executive Wonders About
The ‘Bad Image’ Of Business

With sponges in hand, let us
shed copious tears for the plight
of American business, as out-
lined by O.N. Miller, chairman of
the board and -chief executive
officer of Standard Oil of Cali-
fornia.

It's not that business isn't mak-
ing profit, or that business isn't
being socially responsible. Broth-
er Miller argues, rather, that
“the image of business held by a
considerable segment of the pub-
lic does not flatter the genuine
article.” .

In the November issue of Mich-
igan Business Review, published
by the University of Michigan
Graduate School of Business
Administration, Miller laments:

“Professionals — people earn-
ing $10,000 a year or more — are
at the forefront of criticism of

mer State Senator Edward Hut.
chinson, now in Congress from
the Chicago Tribune Belt of
southwestern Michigan, The
theme:

“Republicans out of office
are cannibalistic; they destroy
anyone with a yen for the ex-
ecutive office. So, the next
Republican governor has to be
bigger in public acclaim than
his party.

“Before you can afford to be a
statesman, you've got to be a
politician. Then, after you're
governor, you can indulge in

philosophy.”
« s »
THE REPUBLICANS, of
course, were taken over by Rom-
ney after his 1962 win. He IS the
party in Michigan and, should
lightning strike for him national-
ly in 1968, the whoosh of a col-
lapsing balloon will be heard as
far north as Lake Superior.

He will leave behind him a

very good man, Lt. Gov. William

‘Grass Roots’
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s the region

These affluent people—
government executives, educat-
ors, doctors, clergymen, social
workers and others — . . . view
private enterprise with unreason-
ing suspicion.”

He is disturbed about a Har-
vard University study which
showed that *“88 per cent of all
college students would decline to
go into business as a career.
Business ‘stifles initiative,' these
young men and women told the
poll takers.”

Miller figures business ought
to be able to show itself in a more
favorable light because “Ameri-

‘ can business has developed its

advertising and public relations
methods into high arts.” .

It would be sad to contemplate
a nation without private enter-
rise, agreed. But as for business
eing unfairly given a bad “im-
age,” I must demur. Business
has a bad “image" precisely be-
cause it is generallf' poor — not
good — at public relations.

CHUCK MATSON
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17000 West 8 Mile Roed,
Southfield, 366-9490

WHAT THE PUBLIC kno
about business comes from
main sources — advertising
P.R.

Let us pass over ordinary com-
mercial advertising since iYf is
aimed at selling products rather
than selling ‘the public on ithe
nobility of businessmen.

. Let us begin instead with [the
kind of ads that young people—
the kind Mr. Miller is talking
about in the Harvard stud
often read, namely, the
wanted ads. Let us see what kinds

- of opportunity for initiative pnd
creativity are offered in these
ads, which are among the befter
offers in one day's paper:

“Controller to $17,000. Accojint-
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ing degree. C.P.A. experignce

helpful . . ."
“Are you looking for a better.
gind

opportunity? If so, come in
1alk to us at —- Realty. We have

increased our sales staff . .

business P.R. release, however,
has been edited and re-edited—
you can tell it a mile away—by a
horde of executives who have no
idea what a good news story is.

The businessman wants a news
story written to sound like adver-
tising, and he wants a lot of per-
sonal “puff in his releases. He
doesn’t listen when the P.R| man
tries to tell him the stuff won't be
printed or, if printed, won't be
read. :

. s .

IF YOU COVER a strike for a
newspaper — and this observer
has covered an uncounted num-
ber — you quickly discover that
a third to half of busiriessmen are
real dopes in the P.R. game.
That's not a majority, but it's
a frightening minority.

Typical case: A picket line ap-
pears in front of a plant employ-
ing 600 people. Call the union.
The union says its contract end-

“Credit specialist, $575. [For
major appli turer.
Degree or w'!'mlesale credit | ex-
perience . . H

“Inside order desk sales, $500
. .. Junior cost clerk, future,
$500 . . . Junior general bopk-
keeping clerk, to $600 . . . food
sales rep., $600-plus . . . phar-
maceutical sales trainee, $650-

lus . .
e

“Paint chemist . . ."
see

That is a fair sampling of s
of the better offers. Anyone
any room for creativity?

If the ads are truthful, then
business either “stifles creativ-
ity,” at worst, or doesn’t want to
hire it in the first place, at hést.

Maybe this is why so many| Bp-
parently normal kids are trying
to join the Peace Corps or hibpie
colonies.

IN A'NEWSPAPER office, [you
receive hundreds of news hand-
outs a week from' business [and
government. .

Those that are best prepared,
most laden with information,
most neatly like newspaper style
and truest sounding are those
submitted by government agen-
cies, politicians or colleges. ['

Those that are most blatantly
self-serving, most rly written’
and phoniest come from busiress.
Not all business P.R. is bad, pu(
a lot of it is. H

There are reasons. R

First, business doesn't al
ways hire good P.R. people.
Businesses tend to pick up per-
sons either with no news gath-
ering experience, or the Less
competent people who hia d
gone no place in journalism and
weren't likely to. The politi-
clians had a greater tendency
hire top-notch reporters.

Second, once they've hired
men, politicians will have
sense to respect their )uggrngnt
and let them use it. The ordinary

ed at it has been nego-
tiating umpteen days, it has 500
members in the p! , and they
want such-and-such begefits.

* Call the plant manager. His
secretary says h in confer-
ence. Leave a message for the
manager to call you. He doesn’t
call. Call him back. His secre-
tary says he's in conference and
she isn't sure-he'll want to make
a statement. .

Tell her his plant is one of the
biggest in town, it's closed
down, the union has told its
side, and you're sure the man-
ager won't be foolish enough
not to give his fellow towns-
peaple a reasonable explana-
tion of the situation.

But you're wrong. The plant
manager IS foolish. He won't
make himself available to a re-
porter. So you go to press telling

the union's side of the story and
adding: “The plant manager
could not be reached for com-
ment."”

That's more than bad P.R.
That's a lack of courtesy. And

that's business.
—Tim Richard

have hard going through |mud
and gravel.
Not having any snow leaves a
little tinge of regret, as though
the dessert you were expecting
at the end of a good dinner never
came,
1t started to snow a little Sat-
i urday night, just as I was buying
.a Christmas tree over on Plym-
outh Road. It felt good, as though '
Christmas had at last decided to
arrive in proper style.
By Sunday it had stopped, and
I felt'a little bit sorry.
! * * .
WALKING THROUGH the
stores, I was struck by the)enor-

. mous humber of teen agers.

Of course, the statisticians tell
us that Observerland is a young
society. Right now, over half the
Fopulaﬁon of Livonia is under 21,
for example. i

But the: numbers are too_ab-
stract to hit you where you live.
You've got to sce the real people
before the generalization bomes
across. :

A lot of the kids were shopping
in couples. The boys generally
wore blue jeans and nylon ski
jackets, but they had the| same
tolerant and half interested air
that older men wear when they

' are being taken around shopping

by their wives.

The girls had wonderful long
hair, mostly blond. I likk long
hair, and the girls looked |great.
1 thought of Christmas angels
for a while, and then decided that
wasn't entirely ‘accura\e.

* .

JUDGING FROM the
in the stores, there's nothing
wrong with the economy. Despite
the Ford strike and the Detroit
newspaper shut-down, people
were out shopping with plenty of
money to spend,

The retailers report that sales
this year are up around! seven
per cent over last year, and some
say that they're doing ‘cven
better. : ‘

They also say people are buy-
ing more expensive, highcr %ual-
ity stuff than in the past. They
seem mildly surprised at this,’ as
if they didn’t know that Observer-
land is a darn high income areca.

You bet it is. /And people; out
here have too much good taste to
put up for long with the incred-
jble amounts of plastic garbage
you see being palmed off on the
public as the redl stuff.

Christmas, in one sense, is the
plastic season. !

D
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IT'S ALSO THE buying season.

1 dor't want to sound the usual
prudish call about let's get away
from the commercial aspect of
Christmas and pet back to the
higher things. After all, people
will make what they want to out
of the season, and all the high
minded exhortations aren’t going
to do much good if people don’t
accept them. .

But somehow I was reminded
of the old spoof on the Christmas
_carol that goes, “Hark the ﬁcr-
ald Tribune sings, advertising
glorious things."”

Saw a game in one of the shop:
ing centers, called “Acquire.’
t seemed to {it part of the Christ-

mas season, although the point
crossed my mind that it might
better have been called “Ava-
rice.” i

I o* * .

BUT THERE'S MORE to this
season than just buying. ~

Children, maibly. 2

It was in a store in Plymouth.
General 'goods, like a dime store.
Not _fancy, but nicely decorated.

Ahd there was this man. Tall;
thin; about 25 or 26. He was car-
rying his son in his arms in that
way nervous and proud young
fathers all carry their babies.

He was standing under the arch
of glittering tinsel, all gold and
silver and green.

And his son was looking. Cran-
ing his head from side to side, as
his father held him up to get &
good look.

The baby's mouth was open in
wonder and joy, and his eyes
were as big as the whole world,

That's the Christmas season,
out here in Observerland . ., . and”\
elsewhere,
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