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Court Ruhng

PATON ROUGE, LA~ The
ncnun guaranteeing rights to

bmpertant in the long. run than
the Supreme Court’s ;' refusal

counsel,
examination

the right to cross-
and the right

juvenile  court is
likely to have widespread ef~
fects In mental hospital com-
mitments, welfare administra-
tion, and perhaps even school
operations, a University of
Michigan law professor has
predicted,

Prof. B.J, Georger., speak-
ing at the Loulsiana State Uni-
versity Law School, said the
specific guarantees will beless

to accept
a Justification for xnlor‘milpro-
cedures that produce confine-
ment  that cannot be¢ distin<
gulshed In any appreciable way
from punitive imprispnment.”

This year theSupremeCourt,
in the case of 15-yearloldGer-
ald Gault, held that|even in
Juvenile court there Had to be
notice In writing of the char-
ges, along with the r:lgnl to

agalnst self-

YOUNG GAULT, whohadnme
of these rights, admitted to a
policeman that he had made an
obscene phone call. The Ju-
venile court judge ordered him
to the Arizona training school,
perhaps until his 21st birthday.

George sald the juvenile court
practices which the court coa-
demned “are present, if any-
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mental hulm nten
juvenile
George said.
He asserted that 2 welare
client is rarely notified of an
administrative action pending
against him, Moreover, the
client cannot confront the
source of tnformation on which
the ruling is based, nor does
he have the guidance of 3 law-
yer, The ruling may be ap-
pealed, it atall, only toa

migmbe,"

to
mental nospmls. George said,
result in “incarceration that
Is difficult to distinguish from
penitentiary imprisonment, ex-
cept that the penitentiary is
likely to offer more rehabil-
itative services than the mental
institution,”

GEORGE NOTED a "consld:
erable punitive element” in the

thing n form, in

FLOODWATERS completely inundated Hines Pa
fic late last week. These two pictures show

the action--only a boat could have been used
the high waters over the highway under the Joy

i

kway and forced closing to ali traf-
hy the Road Commission had to take
n the shot above. (Below) This shows
Road bridge.
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 Peaceful

The church with its bells nngmg Joyfully, the people
gathering in happy family grou
believe, most appropriately expre
all, for lasting peace and conten
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ps...scenes like these, we
ss the wishes and hopes of
tment. Happy New Year!

rs (l(l‘tl friendly good 1will.

hearings Involv-

ed tn public welfarecases, even

though no court is involved.
“Thbe rulings made In many

cases often appear to be unjust

and as repressive to the wel~

fare vecipient as a criminal
/

higher office in the same de-

partment.

“THE SYSTEM In practice is

one of nfettered discretion

less judictally controlled than

the traditional jusemle court
\ .
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system
George
expect
will be

in ns most lax form,"
asserted. “One can
that (the Gaukt ruling)
Anvoked by analogy with
ever greater frequency in wel-
fare procedings.”

The professor also forecast
the adoption of simtlar gulde.
Unes in'school expulsioncases,
“Deprivation of the right to
receive|an education is impor-
tant enough to the future ‘of
the pupll and his family that
protests against arbitrary ad.
ministrative action can be ex~
pected,”? he declared.

But the Gault decision Is
only a mixed blessing. George
sald. By requiring proper ju-
diclal grocedure, it

to increase the unregulated ev-
idence-gathering activities of
court personnel. He foresees
no impairment of these olficers’
activities, “particularly when
their end goal of ‘concern for
the child’ or ‘regard for the
family weliare' will be viewed
by them to be justified by al-
most any means,"

)

BY THE SAME token, when
cases are dismissed on pro-
cedural grounds, the juvenile
defendants are likely to face
the same recurring problems
as adult offenders on probation,

“A strong wash of cynical
acid is necessary if we are
to derive anything lasting from
the Gault decision,” George
told the law school audience,
“The case at least gives us
the right to be heard in court,

X

and this In turn strengthens
our hand as we negotiate with
administralors and casework-
- ers in preparation for judicial
proceedings.

“But we will also havetolearn
that overzealous advocacy, or
even proper advocacy as viewed
by an attorney, Is not in the
long run advantageous to our
clients 1f (hey can continue lo
be detrimentally

administralive actions which .

for the time being are beyond

the reach of the courts to rem=

edy."

Families will have an opjor-

tunity to shop and compare at

the Detroit Camper and Travel
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Plan to attend our new
Wayne Road Office

OPEN
HOUSE ,

January 4, 5, 6

There's fun, prizes, refreshments
and free gifts for all. Watch for
our announcement next week.
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