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New Study Offer Excludes City,Villages

8y FRAED DELANO

The possibility that Farming-
ton Township may go it alone
and retain aconsultaft to evalu-
ate the pros and cons of its
own future governmental alter-
natives without jotning aparlay
with the city and two villages
galned ground Thursday night.

Trustees spent three hours
interviewing  representatives
of two_shudy agencles; Michigan
Stats Univarslty's Institute for
Community Development Serv-
fces and the Donald M, Oakes
public management | firm of
Grand Raplds,

MSU has been recnmmmdad
by the Future Farmington Area

Study Committee o do a com-
munity-wjde governmental
analysis for a fee of $5,000,
% move which has the backing
of the Clty of Farmington and
the Villages of Woodcreek
Farms and Qu.lkertm

THE WNsmP which would
pay sz 500 of that fee, heard
the MSU theory of govemmtﬂl-
al reseafch outlined for the
first Um4q Thursday. The very
tenor of {most questions from
the trustees kept the university
delegates! on the defensive
throughout, .

Oakes, 'a former city manager
both o(‘ Berkley and Grand

Rapids, made 2 $2,500 proposi-

fon almed only at the toumship,
declartng, “You need as much
znldance as you can get,” and
shunning from serving any more
than one local client.

[ Oakes’ proposal was inletter
form and he suggested studying
“the pros und cons of
incorporation and consolidation
and the Impact of them on the
people of the township,”*

“We would- study the hard
practical aspects and econ-
dmies of such moves and effect
on taxes and services,’” Onkes
stated. :
| "The only other realm of his

Assessment Hike
To Hzt Township

Owners of properly InFarm-
Ington Township are’ In for a
shock when they take a look
at their 1968 assessments, and
they won't have long to walt,

The Oakland County Depart-
ment of Equalization has guled
that assessed valuations within
the township are 19,9 per cent
too low in relationtoreal estate

markat vaxues and has ordered
that they be Increased ac-
cordingly,

The same county department
earller had Informed the City
of Farmington that it, too, was
assessing below par and
ordered.al17.5 per cent boost
on municipal valuations for
1968,

New Buildings

A Year Bel

School construction projects
in the Farmingtondistrict cost-
ing $6.6 million have fallen
as much as a year behind sche-
dule, and before all are com-
plated work already will ba
started on another $7 miltion
worth of educational facllities,

‘These revelations highlighted
a discussion this week by Dr,
Roderick J, Smith, suparintend-
ant of schools, on the current
status of work being done at
both high schools as well as
progress on the new Powers
Junior High.

It 1s Powers, which orig-

inally was to have been ready -

for classes last September,
where greatest difficulty has
been encountared,

As the situation stands now,
the $2,009,000 facllity for 750
Juntor high pupils wiil be com-
pleted sometime this spring
and will open its doors next
Septamber, exactly ona year
late,

e

THE SCHOOL'S heating plant
has been offictally accepted by
the Board of Educatlon, elec-
trical work I8 in progress, and
In parts of the structure floors
are in and even blackboards
have been Installed. it is far
from resdy to accommodate
classes, however.

Of real concern, sald Dr,
Smith, is the addition of class-
rooms to Farmington High
School,

The superintendent called the
delays 1o this project slg-

nificant,”* but still expressed

optimism that the new student
areas \Vm be finished in time

for tha ‘opening of the fall
somester, |
Togethar surfh the auditopium

and swimm{ng Po3l Which also
are baing bullt at the school,
the combined cost of FHS con-
struction arounts to $3,331,000,
At North Farmington High
School, $1,270,000 1 being spent
for a similar swimming pool
and guditorium combination,
.

DR, SMITH {ndicated that only
the two poal-auditorium pro-
jocts are close to original sche-
dules, and that these facilities
should be feady for use by
January, 1969,

Meanwhile, the® board will
meet Monday night to review
the architdct's preliminary
plans fot the district’s third
high school, a $6 million struc-
ture which |s supposed to be
ready to agcept students in
September, \969.

ady hamed Harrison
High, the facllity will be built
on 12 Mile Rd, between Middle
Belt and Orchard Lake Rds,
Dr.  Smith | sald it probably
would ba possible to put the
project up for bids in April,

One other |new construction
Job, that of gn as yet unnamed
elementary s¢hool near Inkster
and 12 Mlle Rds,, will be ready
for bidding by July, it was pre.
dicted. This, itoo, s to be fn-
ished by September, 1969. It
will cost approximately $1 mil-
lon, |

GYM FOR. STORAGE™~ When the new Power
Junior High School is cefpleted, this area will
be the g nasium}ov physical education activi-

IN THE TOWNSHIP, s!am.
‘ments to approximately 19,000
property owners have beenpre-
pared for malling, giving each
his revised assessment,

As yel the city has not de-
cided whether to send out in-
dividual notices,

In neither case ts a blanket,
across-the-board lncrease be-
Ing applied,

Rather, there will be a wide
variation in the Increases ac-
. cording to other factors of im-
provement and area category.

Nonetheless, the end result
'will be the same with each
government being required to
bring its total assessment
valuation into line with the
‘county’s Interpretation of true
market values, As stated, this
has been pegged as 3 jump of
19.0 per cent for township
‘property and 17.5 per cent for
1and in the city,

According to the state con-
stitution it is necessary for all
units of government to assess
at 50 per ceat of cash value,
and when the county equalization
board finds through samplings
‘that any unit is falling short It
has the authorily to order an
‘automanc increase,

WHAT EFFECT the reasses-
sments ultimately will have
upon 1968 tax bills can not be
determined as yet, If tax rates
are not lowered In proportion

stody would be to determine
the *'pegative effects” to the
township In case the city should
start annexalion proceedings.

“No one would be bere to-
night if it weren’t for the threat
of amnexation,” sald Oakes,
‘rand the cities of Southfleld and
Livonia could be as big an
annexation threat to township
territory as youthink Farming-
ton to be.’”

cew

OAKES CITED at least 20
Michigan citles and townships
for whom he bas conducted
studies, much of this
to hit a responsive chord with

v

CONTEMPLATING THE FUT!

from left

trustees who earlier had heard
an MSU representative concede
that the Institute had made no
such stodles for several years,

Dr. Robert Anderson, Willi~
am Iee and Speclal Consultant
Kenneth Verburg represented
the MSU Institute, It would be
Verburg who would be fn
specific charge of the project
4 MSU is retatned, although it
‘was emphasized be would have
the assistance of the organiza-
ton's entire academic and re-
search personnel,

Trustee Earl Opperthauser
did most of the

seeking tb pin down the minute
spectficsi of thelr planned
lwroacm .

The sulstance of theiranswer
was that they would seek data
from ali four governments on
the efficiency and adequacy of
functions, analyzing this infor.
mation to give residents a
basis on.which to make' thetr
own rational dectsion as to the
desired form of government for
the Mure,‘

see

‘'WE PLAN to develop mean-
ingful interpretations of thebest

Both be and Dr. Anderson
stressed that the MSU approach
‘would not envision any enlarge-
ments of the city of Farming-
ton except for the one possibility
of total unification with the
township,

" This brought Trom Opper-
thauser the comment:

“1 don*t think the clty realizes
that the only thing it's golng
to learn s whether it should
consolidate with the township,
It won't learn & thing about

=

by the Future Farmington Cofnl-
mittee .to “‘sell’” the township
on jolning the i
munity study program.

Oskes was there at the town-
ship’s own invitation,

After the board had tak

wnder 1
Supervisor Curtls H, Hp]
speculated that a decision ma;
be made by the trustees at the
next regular meeting, Jan, 3.

Dr, John Richardson, stud
committee chairman, decline

T

-3

to predict what steps his grogp
‘will take if the t hi
the Oskes propossl and re-

annexation  possibilities and
thelr effect.”

of the trio from East Lansing,

"= Farmington Township of-
ficals are: shown as they prepargd 1o hear the cases Thursday
night of two separatz governmental-analysis agencies. Seated,
o right, are Supervisor Curtis H. Hall, Deputy Clerk
Gladys Thomas, and Trustees James Skillman, Thomas Nolan,

avenues of that are
open to you,'* sald anurg

Peter Klopp and Earl Opperthauser. Standing, left to right, are:
Donald M. Oakes, head of a Grand Rapids cmsu!ting service;
Dr. John Richardson, ch
Committee, and Kenneth Verburg, and William Ice, both vepre-
senting Michigan State Umversny.

of the MSU trio

w fuses participation in the wider
before the trustees was aneffort

study.

of the Future F:

Study

i

New|
S¢

New directors ;p! the Farm-
Board of Cgmmerce will
be elected at thehjisinessmen’s

of Directors are: Ed Balden,
mansger of the Farmington
Center Corp.; Bill Bowman,

to the increase in
they obviously will go higher,
hul until millage sllocations
bre set this phase will remain
tindetermined,

| The liklihood that the county
would demand exactly this type
of anadjustment in assessments
was the pivolal factor In the
November millage election in
the Famington School District,
| Now that it has materialized,
t 1s bound to have bearing on
whether the Board of Education
resubmits & millage proposal
this year, and In what amount,
The recuest beaten down in
November was for an extra
levy of $5 per $1,000 in as-
sessed valuation for a 10-year

meet-
Ing Toesday, Jafl..16, In the
Salem United Chigeh,

A total of 10 few directors
will be elected from a fleld

of 18.

In addition to the election of
officers, members will hear a
discussion on ‘fUncle Sam--
Your Unnamed |Beneficlary'®
by L.D. MacLean{ an attorney
assoclated with the Farmington
firm of MacLeas and Proppe,

A highlight of| the meeting
will be the annpuncement
of the chairmen!for the 1968
Farmington Founders Festival,
Dates for the Fpurth Annual
Festival are July 25, 26 and 27,

NOMINATED ¢

period.
-

r the Board

ties. eanwhile, it is being used by
as a storage area during the cold weather

uilders

cutive vice president of the .

Thompsoa Brown Co,; Jotn
Burke, an attorney assoclated
with the firm of Ingle and
Burke; Bob Carson, manager
of the 8 Mile~-Farmington Rd.
office of Manufacturers
Natlonal Bank; Dick Clarke,
manager of the Farmington
office of National Bank of
Detrolt; and Jim Dyer, presi-
dent of Commercial Sash,

Police
Calls
Increase

Directors Election
heduled For Tuesday

Others Include: chycm,
owner of Grimes Cleaners; Bob
Kitpatrick, publif reuuqnx
manager of the Michigan Bell
Telepbone Company; Jlm Mitby,
director of investments for
Alexander Hamilton Life Insur-
socp Co.; and Merle Pargon,
head teller for the Metropalitan
National Bank of Farmingten,

Also nominated are: PhHlp
Power, pwlisher of The Fafm-
ingion Enterprise & Obsetver;
George Ray, of Ray Iotertors;
John Richardson, owner of Ihe
Plaia VmﬂmryHasylw
Rozenboom, owner|of Rogen-
boom Standard Service; C.A,
Spencer, divislon manager of
Farmington AAA; Waker Sund.
quist, owner of tbe Heeney-
Sundquist Funeral Home; Harry
Wingerter, owner of the Bon
Ton Shoppe; and Tom Zoedes,
an architect and owner of Tom
Zoedes Architsct &

Expanded Coverage
For Your Pleasure

Continuing our expanded coverage during the
blackout bf news because of the strike of Metro-
politan newspapers, the Observer offers these
choice items for J:nur reading pleasure.

Theré's erapeutic value in grooming
courses a Northv:lle Slale Hospital. Page 1B.

© The moving force behind the Plymouth
Sy hony orchestra and how Conductor Wayne
erntes. Pages 6 and

Wga t's doing in the world of wumen’ Page 8B,

Pro football reaches highest 'peak in world's
championship_game between Packers and Oak-
| land. Plge
i mplete schedule of high school sports
evenls 'age 2B,

Redford Union swimmers, win sixth straight.
Page 4B

Area! abitunrles Page 7A.

Eager purchasers swamp post offices with
demands for ‘one cent stamps, Page 7A.

Community Calendar, Page 2A. \

Oakland County defends road maintenance
programs, 3A.

Township bus service is expanded, Page 6A.

Get-acquainted session might help ease ten-
sion, Page 4A.

by
the Farmington Townshippolice
force soared 2293 per cent last
year In contrast to 1968 activ-
ities, Chief Irving H, Yakes
disclosed in his annual report
this week,

The chief reported a total of
17,957 complainis received in

987 ttl.lnll 14,674 the pre-
vious yesr,

"ﬂ:-- were the xctual
claims oflawlessness which had
to be checked out, coe by e,
by our force of 27 officers,”
said Yakes, ‘The statistics do
not show inquiries which came
throngh the swiichboard but did
not warrant a runby acruiser,”

)

WHILE most categories of
police activity showed increas-
es reflecting the township's
continuing population boom, Im-
portant declines developed in
the ‘number of both parsanal
injary snd property damage
sutomobile accidents.

Personal injury traffic acci-
dests dropped from 388 in 1968
to 337, while property damage
mishaps declined frocm 653 to
593,

Howsver, thers was no such

40,000 One 3Cent Stamps
Last Post Office 2 Hours

charges from eight to 10 cents per

A supplemenlary supply of 40000
one cent stamps lasted the Farmlng-
ton post office ‘only two hours Tues-
day as resid here and thr
the: nation staged an unprecedented
run on' the one<enters when posul
rates were hik

An emergam:y requixluon w al
hastily submitted to the regional hea
quarters in Chicago, but authoritfe:
said it was only one of more than 3
such requests from throughout th
midwest. |

Postmaster Henry Trombley said
he thinks, the excessive demand will
soon run its course, but added that the
local post office sold more,’ one cent :
stamps. in the [two weeks': lollothg=
Christmas than|in

The increase in the first class mal- ;
ing.rate from five to six cents, which
went into effect Jan. 7, caught many
people and business houses well
ed with pcotthuﬂvncentde—i
nomination, but with no one<centets
on hand, said ley.

‘The demand for “‘one’s"” also stem-
med from the increase in air mail

ER-T )

ounce, and the boost in the post card
requirement from four to five cents.

Added supplies of - “‘one’s” have
been obtained from other suburban
post offices, as well as Chicago. The
latest order to the regional office was
for; 100,000 of what, until two weeks
ngo, was almost a dead item,

There are more than 32,000 post ofs
fices in the United States, but the Bu-
reau of Engraving didn't start, print.
ing- stamps utopmeet the new revllaed

8
ed) the new postal act lnto law just
before Christmas.

{Trombley. speculated that many
persons ha an abundance of five cent_
stamps left over from the Christmas
catd season, then descended at
one time upon the post office for the
onecenters.

| Of the new six cent stamps, bear-

ing the portrait of President Franklin
D.; Roosevelt, there is an ample sup-
ply on hand to meet all anticipated
requests.




